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NEBRASKA vs. TENNESSEE 


1998 FedEx Orange Bowl 
Miami, Florida ° January 2, 1998 


me | 
Jon Zatechka Josh Heskew Matt Hoskinson Fred Pollack Eric Anderson * OT 


/997Second-Team — Third-Team Offensive Honorable-Mention Third-Team All-American 
AcademicAll-American All-Big 12 Guard/Center All-Big 12 First-Team All-Big 12 
First-Team Academic All-Big 12 


Ralph Brown * CB Jay Foreman ° LB Mike Ricker * RE Octavious 


First-Team All-Big 12 Second-Team All-Big 12 Honorable-Mention All-Big 12 McFarlin ° LB 
Thorpe Award Nominee Butkus Award Nominee C Second-Team All-Big 12 


Eric Warfield * FS Mike Brown * Rov. Jason Wiltz * DT Jesse Kosch © P 


Third-Team All-Big 12 Second-Team All-Big 12 Honorable-Mention All-Big 12 Honorable-Mention All-Big 12 
First-Team Academic All-Big 12 
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Nebraska A.D. Bill Byrne 


The University of Nebraska Cornhuskers 
jand all members of the NU Athletic Depart- 
ment wish to take this opportunity to thank all 
the media representatives and fans for their 
continued interest in Husker football and in- 


] 


tercollegiate athletics, All of us at Nebraska 
join in extending to you and your families best 
wishes for a happy Holiday Season and a joyous 
and prosperous New Year. 


Bill Byrne, Athletic Director 
Tom Osborne, Head Football Coach 
Chris Anderson, Sports Information 

Director 


Credits: The Nebraska Orange Bow! guide was 
written and edited by Chris Anderson, SID, 
assistant Keith Mann and graduate assistants 
Shamus McKnight and Jeff Griesch, with assis- 
tance from secretary Vicki Cartwright, graduate 
assistant Trevor Parks and student assistants 
Jeff Abele,Leslie Hammond, Jason Henke, 
Ka'Ron Johnson and Shane Ury. The book was 
produced on Aldus PageMaker at the SID Office 
and printed by the University of Nebraska Print- 
ing Services. Thanks to the following photog- 
raphers who have covered Nebraska football in 
the past year and have shared photos for athletic 
department use; Randy Hampton. Ted Kirk and 
Gail Folda, Lincoln Journal Star; Jeff Carney, 
Rudy Smith, Phil Johnson, Jeff Beiermann, Bill 
Batson, Omaha World-Herald; Rich Wright, 
Richard Voges and Tom Slocum, UNL Photo 
Services, Tom Finn, Joe Mixan and Rick 
Anderson, Should you need information re- 
garding Husker football, please contact; Chris 
Anderson, Nebraska Sports Information Office, 
South Stadium #116, P.Q. Box 880123, Lin- 
coln, NE 68588-0123;Phone (402) 472-2263. 


It is the policy of the University of Nebraska-Lincoln not to 
discriminate on the basis of sex, age, handicap, race, color, 
religion, marital strtes, veteran's status, national or ethnic 
origin, orsexnal orientation. 


| 


Nebraska Athletic Staff 


Administration .,.......:sssssssseessscessessssesecsesssssoecess Office Phone (Area Code 402) 
Shandellog Dir. Vatnes IMOeSe fees wesscussscssivvanastzegscunevatisaaszvanaanvscenzanseauacigsassveaancossseseiseasainassiaaaesdtearis 472-2116 
Institutional Representative Dr. Josephine Potuto ... -. 472-5400 
Athletic Director Bill Byrne (Secretary Jan Eby) ........ 472-3011 
Senior Associate AD/Compliance Coordinator Al Papik cove 472-2042 
Associate A,D,/Senior Women's Administrator Dr. Barbara Hibner _....,,......00-20.0,.0-0000 see. 472-6460 
Associate A.D./Business & Finanee Gary Fouraker ........5,..ccccccsscsesessesessesscnseseevareevsesersereavenve 472-2273 
Assistant A.D,/Dir, of Athletic Performance Boyd Epley ..............c:0:c008 we 472-3333 
Assistant A.D./Academic Programs and Student Services Dennis Leblanc 472-2042 
Assistant A,D./Sports Information Director Chris Anderson ..........ccccccccsssssessessessessessessersessveee 472-2263 
Sports Information Director Emeritus, Don Bryant ve 472-5959 
Administrative Services Manager Norma Knobel 472-2273 
Ticket Manager John Anderson 472-3111 


Director of Events Butch Hug -...... 472-1950 
Director of Facilities John Ingram 472-1960 
Business Services Manager Craig Busboom.............ccsssssessesseesesseesesssesesseeseseesqyeenevsucsssesscesuee sans 472-2273 
Football Staff 

Assistant A.D./Head Football Coach Tom Osborne (Secretary Mary Lyn Wininger) .......... 472-3116 
Assistant Head Coach/Running Backs Frank Solich (Secretaries Joni Duff, Jean Morrow) .. 472-3116 
Defensive Coordinator/Defensive Line Charlie McBride oo... c.ccccccccsccssessscssessessecsesresreesseavens 472-3116 
Assistant Coach/Receivers Ron Brown ,, wee 472-3116 
Assistant Coach/Defensive Backs George Darlington ... - 472-3116 
Assistant Coach/Quarterbacks Turner Gill 2.0.0.0... ... 472-3116 
Assistant Coach/Outside Linebackers Nelson Barnes —..............ccccccsss0ssssssesseessesaven 472-3116 
Assistant Coach/Inside Linebackers Craig, Boll occ... c..cc¢ccssessessesssessseessenssseeessvons .- 472-3116 
Assistant Coach/Offensive Line Milt Tenopir ...,,.........., ..- 472-3116 
Assistant Coach/Offensive Line and Kickers Dan Young... . 472-3116 
Graduate Assistants Jon Bostick (Defensive Backs) and Chad Stanley (Receivers) . «- 472-3116 
Director of Football Operations Pat Logsdon ........:..:::ccssseossesssssessessecnessessvesseceeesecseevecseesenyreases 472-3116 
Academic Programs Staff 

Assistant Director of Academic Programs Keith Zimmer .....c...cccc.ccccsseesssscepo-sse-secseenreseeeecsvees 472-2042 
Coordinator of Learning Development Programs Kim Schellpeper. 472-2042 
Academic Counselors Beth Kuchta, Robert Hicks ..........c00::2sccccesssee cesses sseeessevsserseeeneervee 472-2042 
Athletic Development Staff 

Director of Athletic Development Jack Pierce oo... cccccessscsssecsessvesssessuesssecessesecavessesseceuses 472-2367 
Athletic Development Officers Paul Meyers, Delinda Blanck, Blake James 472-2367 


Medical Staff 


Director of Athletic Medicine/Team Physician Dr. Lonnie Albers 
Chief of Staff/Orthopedic Surgeon Dr. Pat Clare 
Orthopedists: Dr, Robert Dugas, Dr. Tom Heiser, Dr. Scott Strasburger 


Athletic Training Staff Consultant George Sullivan. RPT/ATC 472-2276 


Head Football Trainer/Associate Director of Athletic Medicine Jerry Weber, RPT.............472-2276 
Associate Head Athletic Trainer Doak Ostergard, ATC .......2..:ccccsccsessessesssesesssessaseeseessesesseeeeee 472-2276 
Assistant Trainers Cindy Benda, ATC; Mike Gooding, Brad Brown, Tom Dufrense, PT ...472-2276 
Sports Information Office Staff 

Sports Information Director Chris Anderson (Secretary Vicki Si .. 472-2263 
Assistant SIDs Keith Mann, Hank Largin, Jennifer Little .. Stage bbbspaabFEOUUTEEE . 472-2263 
Graduate Assistants Jeff Griesch, Shamus McKnight, Trevor Parks . ave 472-2263 


Support Staff 


Athletic Performance: Assistant Directors Mike Arthur and Randy Gobel; Coordinator of 
Reconditioning Bryan Bailey: Coordinator of Performance Education Services Danny Noonan: 
Strength Coaches John Archer, Courtney Carter, Chad Wade, Rodger DeGarmo; Performance 
Psychologist Jack Stark; Coordinator of Performance Nutrition Dave Ellis 472-3333 
Equipment Manager Glen Abbott 472-2274 
Assistant Equipment Manager Mike Mason . w 472-2259 
Marketing Director Heidi Cuca................... 472-0775 
Marketing Coordinator Barry Swanson |..........c..sccsssssssseessesssssesscecessssgesssessecscensenceneyeenvenesnees 472-0775 
Grounds Manager Bill Shepard -. 472-2290 
Licensing Coordinator Chris Bahl .....00......0.00.... -- 472-9446 
Assistant Compliance Coordinator Gary Bargen 472-2042 


Video/Computer Crew: John Bousek, Bryan Carpenter, Dave Finn, Brian Mohnsen ..... 472-3116 
Director of HuskerVision: Jeff Schmahl 

Video Production Specialists: Rick Schwieger, Shot Kleen, Kirk Hartman... ... 472-4645 
Yew ‘Squad’ Sponsuts; Michael! Capes. .1.ccch...sctocecochssensppsnenh iacpedseaedatssssntajemegueccsceiceneyeiys 472-4622 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record Ey 


Huskers Briefly 

Record: 12-0 

Big 12 Record: 8-0, Big 12 Champion 
Home: 6-0. Away: 4-0. Neutral: 1-0 
Total Attendance: 793,216 


Average Attendance: 66,101 
Home Attendance: 453,610 
Average Attendance: 75,602 


Offense: 
Yards Rushing/Game: 
Yards Rushing/Att.: 6.2 
Passing Yards/Game: 121.1 

Pass Efficiency Rating: 126.1 

Passing Yards/Att./Comp.: 1453-182-99 
Total Net Yards/Game: 513.7 

Total Net Yards/Att.; 5.6 

| Points/Game: 42.) 
Turnover Margin: 


392.6 


+0.25 


Defense: 

Yards Rushing/Game: 73.4 
Passing Yards/Game: 183.9 
Pass Efficiency Defense: 112.7 
Total Net Yards/Game: 257.3 
Points/Game: 16.4 


General Information 

Location: Lincoln, Neb., 68588-0123 
Population: 200,000 

Founded: 1869 

Enrollment; 25.000 

Football Stadium: Memorial (1923) 
Capacity: 72.700 

Consecutive Sellouts: 220 (1962) 

Surface: Astroturf-§ (1992) 

Nickname: Huskers, Cornhuskers 

Colors: Scarlet & Cream 

Conference: Big |2 

Chancellor: Dr. James Moeser 
Institutional Rep.: Dr. Josephine Potuto 
Athletic Director: Bill Byrne 

Sports Information Director: Chris Anderson 
Assistant SIDs: Keith Mann, Hank Largin, 
Jennifer Little 

SID Secretary: Vicki Cartwright 

Graduate Assistants: Jeff Griesch, Shamus 
McKnight, Trevor Parks 

Student Assistants: Jeff Abele, Leslie 
Hammond, Jason Henke, Ka'Ron Johnson, Shane 
Ury 


Administration 


Board of Regents 

Robert Allen, Hastings 

Donald S. Blank, D.D.S., McCook 
Chuck Hassebrook. Walthill 
Drew Miller, Ph, D., Papillion 
Nancy O'Brien, Ph.D., Waterloo 
John W. Payne. Kearney 
Rosemary Skrupa. J.D.. Omaha 
Charles Wilson, M.D., Lincoln 
Student Regents 

Curt Ruwe, UNL 

Sarah Svoboda, UNMC 

Jason Winterboer, UNO 

Bryan Reichmuth, UNK 
President: Dr. L. Dennis Smith 


The Nebraska Huskers Vs... 


| 1997 Nebraska Schedule and Results (12-0, 8-0) 


AP/Coaches Rank 
NU /- OPP: OPP. 
Date: Opponent: Television: Results: Att: Game Current: 
Aug. 30 Akron W 59-14 75,124. 1/1 -NR 
Sept. 13 Central Florida W 38-24 75,327 = 1/1 -NR 
Sept. 20 at Washington ABC W 27-14 74,023, 8/7 -2/3 21/23 
Oct. 4 Kansas State # Fox Sports W 56-26 75,856 7/6 - 17/16 10/9 
Oct. 11 at Baylor # W 49-21 38.175 5/4 -NR 
| Oct. 18 Texas Tech (HC)# W 29-0 75,764 1/1 -NR 
Oct. 25 at Kansas # Fox Sports W 35-0 42.000  I/l -NR 
| Nov. 1 Oklahoma # ABC W 69-7 75,926 1/1 -NR 
Nov. & at Missouri # ABC W38-31(0T) 66,846 I/l -NR 19/20 
Nov. 15 Towa State # Fox Sports W77-14 75,613 3/3 -NR 
Nov. 28 at Colorado # ABC W 27-24 52.738 2/2 -NR 
Dec. 6 vs. Texas A&M $ =ABC W 54-15 64,824 2/2 -14/14 20/19 


#Big 12 Conference game; HC--Homecoming; § Big 12 Championship at San Antonio 


Final 1997 Big 12 Conference Standings: 


North Division 


South Division 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl... 


NU 's NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bow! Game 


Team Big 12 Overall Team Big 12 Overall 
Nebraska 8-0) 12-0 Texas A&M 6-2 9-3 
Kansas State 7-1 10-1 Texas Tech 53 6-5 
Missouri 5-3 74 Oklahoma State 5-3 83 
Colorado 3-5 5-6 Texas 2-6 4-7 
Kansas 3-5 5-6 Oklahoma 2-6 4-8 
lowa State 1-7 1-10 Baylor 1-7 2-9 
Husker Quick Stats 
Abman Green. IB 12 278 1877 6.8 156.4 64 22 
Scott Frost, QB 12 176 = 1095 6.2 913 34 19 
Joel Makovicka, FB 12 10s 685 6.5 37.1 43 9 
Correll Buckhalter, IB 12 54 311 3.8 28,3 25 6 
Scott Frost, QB 12 159-88-4 55.3 1.237 103.1 5 126.4 
Frankie London. QB 10 22-10-0 45.5 201 20.1 0 127.2 
Receiving Gms. No. Yds YPR VPG Long TDs 
Matt Davison, SE 12 i 232 21.1 19.3 31 i 
Lance Brown, WB 12 12 226 18.8 18.8 35 0 
Kenny Cheatham, SE 9 14 19} 13.6 21.2 31 0 
Sheldon Jackson. TE 1] im 189 17.2 17.2 37 2 
Mike Brown, R 36 77 4-6 0-0 4 2-26-0 
Jay Foreman, LB 17 61 5-10 15-6 I 0-0-0 
Jason Peter, DT 22 38 15-6) 7-40 4 0-0-0 
Eric Warfield. 5 23 32 2-1 0-0 4 2-26-0 
| Nebraska vs. Tennessee (0-0) 
Nebraska at Pro Player Stadium (1-0) 
_ Nebraska in the Orange Bowl(7-9) 
AP Rank Result 
Date Occasion nen NU/OPP. NU/OPP. 
Jan. 1, 1955 Orange Bowl Duke NR/14 L, 7-34 
Jan, 1, 1964 Orange Bowl Auburn 6/5 W, 13-7 
Jan. 1, 1966 Orange Bowl Alabama 3/4 L, 28-39 
Jan. 1, 1971 Orange Bowl LSU 3/5 W, 17-12 
Jan. |, 1972 Orange Bow! Alabama 1/2 W_ 38-6 
Jan. 1, 1973 Orange Bow]! Notre Dame 9/12 W. 40-6 
Jan. 1, 1979 Orange Bowl Oklahoma 6/4 L, 24-31 
Jan. 1, 1982 Orange Bowl Clemson 4/1 L, 15-22 
Jan. 1, 1983 Orange Bowl LSU 3/13 W, 21-20 
Jan, 2, 1984 Orange Bowl Miami 1/5 L., 30-31 
Jan. 2, 1989 Orange Bowl Miami 6/2 L, 3-23 
Jan, 1, 1992 Orange Bow! Miami Vi/I L., 0-22 
Jan, 1, 1993 Orange Bow! Florida State 11/3 L., 14-27 
Jan. 1, 1994 Orange Bowl Florida State 2/1 L. 16-18 
Jan, 1, 1995 Orange Bowl Miami 1/3 W, 24-17 
Dec, 31, 1996 Orange Bowl Virginia Tech 6/10 W, 41-21 


Date: 


The Tennessee Volunteers 


1997 Tennessee Schedule and Results (11-1, 7-1) 


Opponent: 
Aug. 30 Texas Tech 
Sept. 6 at UCLA 
Sept. 20 at Florida# 
Oct. 4 Mississippi# 
Oct. 11 Georgia 
Oct. 18 at Alabama 
Nov. 1 South Carolina 
Nov. 8 Southern Miss. 
Nov. 15 at Arkansas# 
Nov, 22 at Kentucky# 
Noy. 29 Vanderbilt# 
Dec. 6 Auburn& 


Results: 
W 52-17 
W 30-24 
L. 20-33 
W 31-17 
38-13 
, 38-21 
22-7 
44-20 
30-22 
59-31 
17-10 
30-29 


AP/Coaches Rank 
UT / OPP: OPP, 


#Southeastern Conference game; & SEC Championship game 


Final 1997 Southeastern Conference Standings: 


| East Division 


Cory Gaines, DB 


| Team SEC verall 

Tennessee 7-1 11-1 
Georgia 6-2 9-2 

Florida 6-2 9-2 
South Carolina 3-5 5-6 
Kentucky 2-6 5-6 
Vanderbilt 0-8 3-8 

Vols Quick Stats 

Jamal Lewis, TB 2352 1364 
Mark Levine, TB 28 172 
‘Shawn Bryson, FB 36 146 
Graff Crosby. WR 12 146 
Passing Att-Cmp-Int Pct. 
Peyton Manning, QB 477-287-11 60.2 
‘Tee Martin, QB 12-6-1 50.0 
Receiving No. Yds 
Marcus Nash, WR 76 «1170 
Jeremaine Copeland, SE 58 732 
Peerless Price, WR 48 698 
Shawn Bryson, FB 29 307 
Leonard Little, LB 59 87 
Tori Noel, SS 34 85 
Al Wilson, LB 56 83 


How the Two Teams Compare in 1997: 


NEBRASKA 
Category Average 
Rushing Offense 392.6 
Passing Offense 121.1 
Total Offense 513.7 
Scoring Offense 47.1 
Turnover Margin +025 
Scoring Defense 16.4 
Rushing Defense 73.4 
Pass Efficiency Defense 112.7 
Total Defense 257.3 


Net Punting 35,2 
Punt Returns 11,8 
Kickoff Returns 24.3 


Attendance: Game Current: 
106,285 5/5-NR 
62.619 3/3-NR 5/6 
85.714 4/4-1/1 6/8 
106,229 9/10-NR 
106,656 9/A0-NR 12/11 
83,091 9/9-NR 
106,301 8/8-NR 
107,073 8/7-NR 
33-235 5/5-NR 
61,076 5/5-NR 
106,683 3/3-NR 
74,896 3/3-11/11) 13/13 
West Division 
Team SEC Overall 
Auburn 6-2 9.3 
LSU 6-2 9-2 
Ole Miss 4-4 9-2 
Mississippi State 44 7-4 
Arkansas 2-6 4-7 
Alabama 2-6 4-7 
Yrc YPG Long TDs 
3.9 113.7 65 V/ 
6.1 14,3 47 1 
4.] {2,2 44 2 
3.0 10.0 13 0) 
Yds YPG TDs i 
3819 318.3 36 147.7 
87 14.5 | 12.7 
YPR YPG Long TDs 
15.4 97.5 73 13 
12.6 61.0 46 9 
14.5 58.2 52 6 
10.6 25.6 37 0 
TL Sacks PBU Int. 
6-16  8.5-79 5 0 
3-1) 3-16 6 0 
5-11 7-23 E) 0 
5 1 
TENNESSEE 
Rank Rank 
National Average National 
1 151.1 52 
104 331.8 6 
| 482.8 4 
1 34,3 14 
T48 -0.60 90 
12 20.3 32 
3 93.3 8 
32 115.5 36 
5 334.8 32 
74 34.2 90 
19 13.4 12 
7 20.5 55 


(Bold indicates a mark which ranks in nation's top [0) 


| Total Net Yards/Att.: 6.51 


| backs), Randy Sanders (Running backs/recruit- 


Phillip Fulmer 
Head Coach 


Vols Briefly 


Peyton Manning 
Quarterback 


Record: [1-1 

Southeastern Conference Record: 7-1, 
SEC Champion 

Home: 6-0, Away: 4-1, Neutral: 1-0 


Offense: 

Yards Rushing/Game: 
Yards Rushing/Att.: 4.6 
Passing Yards/Game: 331.8 

Passing Yards/Att./Comp.: 3981/296/492 
Total Net Yards/Game: 482.8 


151.1 


Points/Game: 34.3 


Turnover Margin: = -.60 


Defense: 

Yards Rushing/Game: 93.3 
Passing Yards/Game: 241,5 
Total Net Yards/Game: 334.8 
Points/Game: 20.3 


General Information 

Location: Knoxville, Tenn, 

Founded: 1794 

Enrollment: 25,241 

Football Stadium: Neyland Stadium 
Capacity: 102,544 

Surface: Natural grass 

Nickname: Volunteers 

Colors: Orange and White 

Conference: Southeastern 

President: Dr, Joseph E. Johnson 
Chancellor: Dr, William T. Snyder 
Athletics Director: Doug Dickey 

Dir. of Media Relations: Haywood Harris 
Sports Information Director: Bud Ford 
Associate SID: Dayid Grim 

Dir. Special Publications: Tom Mattingly 
Head Coach: Phillip Fulmer 

(Tennessee, 1971) 

Record: 54-10 (Five years, .844) at Tennessee 
Assistant Coaches: David Cutcliffe (Assis- 
tant Head Coach/offensive coordinator/quar- 
terbacks), John Chavis (Defensive coordinator/ 
linebackers), Mark Bradley (Offensive line), 
Dan Brooks (Defensive line), Steve Caldwell 
(Defensive ends), Rodney Garner (Tight ends/ 
offensive tackles), Kevin Ramsey (Defensive | 


ing coordinator) and Pat Washington (Receiv- | 
ers), | 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record 


Nebraska Travel Plans 

The Huskers will fly from Lincoln to Mi- 
ami on Wednesday, Dec. 24, via charter, 
departing at 7 a.m. While in Miami, the 
Huskers’ headquarters will be at the Sheraton 
Bal Harbour Beach Resort and practice at St, 
Thomas University. Nebraska will return 
home via charter on Jan. 3. 


Practice Headquarters: 
St. Thomas University 
16400 NW 32nd Ave. 
Miami, FL 33054 
(305) 628-6684 


Nebraska Headquarters: 
Sheraton Bal Harbour 
9701 Collins Ave. 
Bal Harbour, FL 33154 
(305) 865-7511 


Nebraska Sports Information Staff in at- 
tendance include Chris Anderson, Sports In- 
formation Director, Assistant SID Keith 
Mann and graduate assistant Shamus 
McKnight, A Sports Information phone line 
will be installed atthe team hotel. An SID staff 
person will be at practice each day and at every 
press conference. 


Press Headquarters: 

The Westin Resort Miami Beach 
4833 Collins Avenue 
Miami Beach, FL33140 
(305) 532-3600 


Lisa Franson 
Media Operations 
Orange Bowl Committee 
601 Brickell Key Drive, Suite 206 
Miami, FL 33131 
(305) 371-4600 ext. 109 (office) 
(305) 371-4318 (fax) 


Tennessee Headquarters: 
Eden Roc Resort 
4525 Collins Ave. 
Miami Beach, FL 33140 
(305) 531-0000 


Tennessee Practice Headquarters: 
Barry University 
Barry University Practice Field 
11300 N.E. Second Ave. 
Miami Shores, FL 33161-6695 


1998 Orange Bowl Media Information 


Nebraska Media Policies and Practice Procedures: 

Nebraska's football practices are closed to the public and to the media. Practice reports will be filed 
at the press headquarters with daily quotes from Coach Tom Osborne. Still photographers and 
videographers are welcome to shoot the first 15 minutes of practice on the following days (Dec. 24, 
26, 28, 30, and Jan. 1), but will be asked to leave the premises after warmups are over (five minutes 
on Monday. Jan. 1). The Huskers will practice at St. Thomas University and will hold a short walk- 
through drill at Pro Player Stadium on Thursday, Jan. 1. Other than the designated days outlined above. | 
and below, players and coaches will only be available atthe scheduled mediaevents ONLY, Nebraska 
coaches and selected players are scheduled to participate in news conterences at the press quarters 
at The Westin Resort Miami Beach, beginning on Sunday, Dec, 28. The entire team will be at the 
Media/Photo Day at Pro Player Stadium on Tuesday, Dec. 30. Please informa University of Nebraska 
SID staff member of player/coach requests for Tuesday's Orange Bowl media/photo day. by Sunday, 
Dec. 28, by calling the Sheraton Bal Harbour and asking for the SID office. 


Date: 
Wednesday, 12-24 


Thursday, 12-25 


Friday, 12-26 
Saturday, 12-27 


Sunday, 12-28 


Monday, 12-29 


Tuesday, 12-30 


Wednesday, 12-31 


Thursday, |-1 


Friday, 1-2 


Saturday, 1-3 


Event 
Departure 


Arrival 


Press Conference 
Practice 

Practice 

Social 

Practice 


Social 
Practice 
Press Conlerence 


Social 
Social 
Social 
Press Conference 


Practice 
Social 
Practice 


Media/Photo Day 
Press Conference 


Social 
Social 
Practice 


Press Conference 
Practice 


Kickolf 


Time: 
7 am. (central) 


11:30 am, (East) 


11:45 am. 
3-5 pm 


VIS am-l:15 pm 


6 p.m. 


10:15 asm,-12:15 p,m. 


7-9 p.m, 


10:15 am.-12:15 p.m, 


1-2 p.m. 


6-8 p.m. 
7:30-9:30 a.m, 
10 am. 
Noon-! p.m. 


3:15-5:15 p.m. 
7-9 pm. 
9:30-11:30 a.m, 
OR 2-4 p.m. 

9 am. 
Noon-1:30 p.m, 
8-9 a.m, 


9-9:°40 am 
11:00-1:00 p.m 


3:15-5:15 p.m. 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
11-11:30 a.m, 
6-6:45 p.m. 


8:32 p.m 


Postgame Press Conference 


Press Conference 
Departure 


*Note: All times listed are local 


Postgame Procedures: 

Nebraska's locker room is closed, but Coach Tom Osborne and requested players and assistant 
coaches will be available for interviews following a brief cooling-off period. Only coaches. players 
and staff members will be admitted to the locker room after the game. Turn in specific player requests 
to Sports Information Director Chris Anderson by the end of the third quarter (please include name 
and affiliation). Players making significant plays late in the game will be also be available. 


9:30 a.m 
It am, 


| Tentative Practice/Press Conference Schedule for Nebraska in Miami: 


LocationNotes: 

Team Departs Lincoln via American TA 
from Municipal Airport 

Team arrives in Miami, at Miami 
International Airport 

Informal Upon Arrival at Airport 
Open to shoot first 15 minutes 

Closed 

Christmas Dinner 

Open to shoot first 15 minutes 

No Practice, no interviews 

Team Outing at The Beach Place 
Open to shoot first 15 minutes 

Coach Tom Osborne,Grant Wistrom, 
Jason Peter, Aaron Taylor, Vershan 
Jackson at Westin Resort 

Team Welcome Party at Seaquarium 
FCA Breakfast 

Players visit Jackson Mem. Hospital 
Coach Frank Solich, Ahman Green, Joel 
Makovicka, Kris Brown, Scott Frost, Eric 
Anderson at Westin Resort 

Closed 

Team Outing at The All-Star Cafe 


Open to shoot first 15 minutes 

Late Plane Arrives at Pt. Lauderdale 
Pro Player Stadium 

Coach Charlie McBride, Mike 

Brown, Ralph Brown, Jay Foreman, 
Mike Rucker al Westin Resort 
NCAA Yes Clinic 

Hall of Honor Luncheon at Wyndham 
Hotel, Coach Osborne guest speaker 
Closed 

Orange Bowl Parade 

Coach Osborne only at Westin Resort 
Pro Player Stadium 

Open to shoot first five minutes 

Pro Player Stadium 

Pro Player Stadium Batting Cage 
Winning Coach at Westin Resort 
Depart Fort Lauderdale via American 
Trans Air 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl...NU’s NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bow! Game 


| history (seven under Coach Tom Osborne) 


No. 2 Huskers Take On the No. 3 Tennessee Vols 


1997 Nebraska Results (12-0, 8-0) 


Aug. 30 .. AKTOM ...cccccecssscessnsesesseere W 59-14 
Sept. 13. Central Florida............. W 38-24 
Sept. 20. at Washington (ABC) ..... W 27-14 
Oct. 4..... Kansas State # (FX) ..... W 56-26 
Oct. 11... at Baylor # os seseeeseere W 49-21 
Oct. 18... Texas Tech # (HC) ....... W 29-0 
Oct. 25 .,. at Kansas # (FSN) .......... W 35-0 
Nov. | .... Oklahoma # (ABC) ...... W 69-7 
Nov, 8 .... at Missouri # (ABC) ...... W 45-380T 
Nov. 15 .. lowa State# (Big 12) ..... W 77-14 
Noy. 28 .. at Colorado # (ABC) ...... W 27-24 
Dec. 6..... Big 12 Championship at San Antonio 


cesses, VS, Texas A&M (ABC) ,. W 54-15 
# Big 12 Conference Game; (HC) Homecoming 


1997 Tennessee Results (11-1, 7-1) 
Aug. 30 .. Texas Tech sccsssscscsssees « W 52-17 
Sept. 6... at UCLA siecasscsssessesees W 30-24 
Sept. 20.. at Florida # 


Oct. 4..,., Mississippi # .......... sevens W S-17 
Oct. 11... Georgia # ....seccseses seve W 38-13 
Oct, 18... at Alabama # oe W 38-21 
Noy. 1 .... South Carolina #...........W 22-7 

Nov. 8 .... Southern Mississippi... W 44-20 


Nov. LS .. at Arkansas # ......cccccs0 W 30-22 
Nov. 22 .. at Kentucky # ....0...c..60. W 359-31 
Nov. 29 .. Vanderbilt # ...........ce00 W 17-10 
Dec. 6,.... SEC Championship at Atlanta 
Birch VS. AUDUIT oo... ..j:cccceereeses We 30-29 


# SEC Conference Games 


Husker Records and Streaks 

® 59-3-0 record in past five years (NCAA best) 
@ 42-game home winning streak (nation's longest) 
® 39-pameconference winning streak (NCAA best) 
@ Five straight [1-win seasons, nine in school 


@ Six 12-win seasons (five under Osborne) 

@ 220 consecutive sellouts in Memorial Stadium 
(NCAA record) 

@ 274 consecutive weeks ranked by AP(AP record) 
@ 86 consecutive weeks ranked in AP top 10 
(NCAA best) 

@ 36vonsecutive winning seasons (currentNCAA 
record, third best all time in Division I-A, dating 
back to 1962. Bob Devaney's first year) 
@ 29consecutivenine-win seasons (NCAA record) | 
® 29consecutive bowl appearances(NCAA record) | 
@ 36 all-time bowl appearances (fifth in NCAA) 
@ 17 consecutive "Major" Bowls (NCAA record) 
@ 721 Wins...One of six NCAA Division I-A 
schools to post more than 700 wins 


Nebraska Sports Information 
So. Stadium #116, P.O. Box 880123 
Lincoln, NE 68588-0123 
Football Contacts: Chris Anderson, Keith Mann 
PHONE: (402) 472-2263; FAX: 472-2005 
FAX-ON-DEMAND;: 770-399-3066; 
1212 (Big 12), 1800 (NU); 1806--NU FB 
Release; 1807--NU Previous Game Stats 
http://huskerwebcast.com 


Game # 13... 

No, 2/2 (AP/Coaches) Nebraska (12-0, 8-0 in Big 12 Conference) 

vs. No. 3/3 Tennessee (11-1, 7-1 in Southeastern Conference) 

Game Date: Friday, Jan. 2, 1998...Time: 8 p.m. Eastern, 7 p.m. Central 

Site: FedEx Orange Bowl, Pro Player Stadium (artificial turf, 75,192 capacity) 
TY: CBS National (Play-by-Play--Sean McDonough, Color--Terry Donahue, Side- 
line--Michele Tafoya, Ed Cunningham) 

Radio: Pinnacle Sports Productions (Play-by-Play-—-Warren Swain, Color--Adrian 
Fiala; Sideline--Jerry Tagge and Gary Java) 

Live Internet Radio Broadcast: http://huskerwebcast.com 


No. 2 Undefeated Nebraska (12-0) Set to Face No. 3 Tennessee 
(11-1) in the 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl on Friday, Jan. 2, 1998 


The No, 2, 12-0 Nebraska Cornhuskers are slated to appear in their 29th consecutive bowl 


game, and 36th overall when the team travels to Miami, Fla,, to take on the No. 3. 11-1 Tennessee 


Volunteers in the 1998 Federal Express Orange Bowl, on Friday. Jan. 2, 1998. The game will 
bethe last for head coach Tom Osborne, who announced his retirement on Wednesday, Dec. 10. 
Nebraska remains second in both polls, and was the first pick in the Bowl Alliance, while the 
Vols are third in both polls and were the second pick in the Alliance. Nebraska finished 8-0 in 
the Big 12 Conference, defeating No. 14/14 Texas A&M, 54-15, in the second annual conference 
championship game, played on Dec. 6 in San Antonio. Tennessee also played in a conference 
championship game the same day, defeating No. 11 Auburn. 30-29, for the SEC title. Nebraska 
and Michigan are the only undefeated teams remaining. No. | Michigan (11-0) will play No, 8/ 
7 (AP/coaches) Washington State (10-1) in the Rose Bowl, but an Orange Bowl win for the 


Huskers could bring the national championship trophies back to Lincoln. The Huskers will be | 


going for their fifth national championship, third in the last four years. having won titles in 1970, 
1971, 1994 and 1995. This is Nebraska's fourth national championship game in the last five years. 
NU narrowly missed winning the first of what would have been three consecutive national 
championships losing in the 1994 Orange Bowl, 18-16, to Florida State. A Nebraska win over 
Tennessee would give NU a 13-0 record for the third time in history (also 1971 and 1994) and 


would post an undefeated and untied season for just the ninth time in the L08-year history of 


Nebraska football. Winning is nothing new to the Huskers though. Under the leadership of the 
late Bob Devaney (1962-72) and current head coach Tom Osborne (1973-present, 25 years). 
Nebraska has NCAA record streaks of 36 consecutive winning seasons. 29 consecutive bow! 


games and 274 consecutive weeks in the AP poll. If Nebraska defeats No. 3 Tennessee on Jan. | 


2, the Huskers will most likely finish No. 1 or No. 2 in the polls and will extend their nation- 
leading streak of 86 consecutive weeks of being ranked in the AP top 10. Nebraska has finished 
in the top 25 every vear under Osborne. A top six finish in 1997 would mark the fifth consecutive 
year NU has done so. Nebraska has finished in the top 10 in 17 of the last 24 years and in the 
top 15 every year but one (1990). The win over No. 14 A&M marked the fourth Husker victory 
over an opponent in 1997 that is currently ranked among the nation’s top 25, Nebraska is 18- 
2 ys. ranked opponents over the last five years. 


Tom Osborne Announces Retirement, 


Byrne Names Frank Solich as Replacement 
Tom Osborne, the coach who has won nine games every year and 254 in 25 years al the helm 


of the University of Nebraska Cornhuskers, announced his retirement on Wednesday, Dec. 10, | 


He will leave behind a remarkable 254-49-3 record for an .833 winning percentage, all at the 
University of Nebraska. Osborne will coach the Huskers in his 25th consecutive bowl game on 
Jan. 2, when the No. 2 Huskers (12-0) take on the No. 3 Tennessee Volunteers (11-1) in the 
FedEx Orange Bowl. Director of Athletics Bill Byrne subsequently announced at the same 
press conference, that following the bow! game, Osborne will turn over the reins of the winningest 
program of the last two decades to longtime assistant Frank Solich. 

Osborne, 60. who had double bypass surgery in February of 1985 and an irregular heartbeat 
earlier in the season, said his health was a concern, but not the only reason he has chosen to 
retire. Osborne said, “/'m stepping aside as head coach sometime afier the bowl game. There 
are seyeral reasons—-my average work day is 14-15 hours per day. I've had some physical 
setbacks and I'm OK, but it is not wise for me to push as hard as I have been. J enjoy the game, 
the strategy, the players and coaches as much as | ever have and I hate to leave that part of it, 
but I dont want to continue in a role where I'm not actively coaching as I always have. Faith 
is very important to me and | have a strong spiritual sense that this is what needs to be done." 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record 


| Byrne said, “We hate to lose Coach Osborne. He has done a 
remarkable job here. He is a great leader of young minds and thats one 
of the main reasons why I wanted to come to Nebraska. Tom will be 
missed by all of Nebraska, particularly by our staff, coaches and athletes." 

The stability and continued success 
of the Husker program, in addilion to 
his proven coaching abilities, are the 
main reason Athletic Director Bill Byrne 
appointed Frank Solich as Osborne's 
successor. 

Byme said. “Frank Solich is an 
excellent coach and recruiter who has 
| been courted by many schools across 
| the nation. [have every confidence that 
| Frankwill continue the success that the 
Husker football team has enjoyed for so 
many years. Frankwas amember of the 
football team which began the 36-year 
winning streak and has made the 
sacrifices both as a player and coach. 
Promoting Frankallows us to maintain 
the continuity and stability of the 
| program, which is exactly what every 
school inthe country is striving to attain. 
It's the tradition that sets us apart from other programs in the country. 
Whether it be D.X. Bible, Bob Devaney, Tom Osborne or Frank Solich, it 
is our goal to continue the tradition.” 

Frank Solich, 53. has been amember of Osborne's staff for 19 years. 
Astandout fullback on Coach Bob Devaney’s Nebraska teams [rom 1 963- 
| 65, Solich graduated trom UNL with a bachelor’s of science degree in 1966 
| and with hismaster’sin education in 1972. He began his collegiate coaching 
career as Nebraska's freshman coach in 1979. He was promoted to a full- 
time assistant position in charge of the vaunted Husker running backs in 
1983, and was named assistant head coach in 1991. 

Solich said he looks forward to carrying on the strong tradition of the 
Nebraska program, which ranks as the seventh-winningest program ofall 
time (721-292-40, .704) and has the longest current winning streak jn the 
country at 36 years. 

Solich said, “/'dlike tothank Tom for all he has done in influencing my 
coaching career and personal life. I’dalso like to thank Chancellor Moeser 
and Bill Byrne for giving me their support and this opportunity to be the 
head coach at the University of Nebraska. | know this will be a tough 
transition for fans and the football family itself. twill alse be tough on our 
players because Tom has really cared for his teams, both on and off the 
| field, Itwill be most difficult for our staff, who has been together for so many 
years. The reason this staff has remained tagether for sa long is because 
of Tom and the way he truly cares about each individual. Earning the 
respect Tom has enjoyed will he my greatest challenge. But lamconfident 
that the staffand team will be supportive, We have excellent players inour 
system and | fully intend to do everything (can to maintain the continuity 
| and success of the program and staf}:” 


Coach Tom Osborne Posts 254 Wins in 25 Years 


Coach Tom Osborne (Hastings, 1959), the second-winningest football 
coach in Division I-A (.835 winning percentage), became the quickest to 
reach the 250 win plateau on Nov. | against Oklahoma. He boasts a254- 
49-3 career and school record in 25 years and 306 games, but last week, 
by percentage, he dropped below Tennessee’s Phil Fulmer, who has an 
.844 winning percentage with a 54-10 record. Osborne can move back 
ahead with an Orange Bowl victory. Osborne is celebrating his 25th 
anniversary at the helm of the Huskers this season. He has won at least 
| nine games every year and averages 10. Previously, Penn State’s Joe 
Paterno held the “speed” record, hitting his 250th win in 28 years and 320 
games. Only fouractive Division I-A coaches have ever defeated Osborne, 
fora total of 10 losses. Osborne’s 254 victories rank third among active 
coaches, behind Paterno’s 298 and Florida State Coach Bobby Bowden's 


EBRASK © 
CORNHUSK’ , 


Coach Tom Osborne announced he will step aside as NU's 
head coach after the 1998 Orange Bowl. Assistant Head 
Coach Frank Solich was named as his replacement. 


280, 11th all time among all divisions, and sixth among all Division I-A 
coaches, His winning percentage is second all time among all divisions of 
head coaches who have posted at least 200 wins, trailing only Jake 
Gaither’s .844 winning percentage (at Florida A&M, 1945-69), In 1993, 
Osborne became the first coach to reach 
the 200-win plateau in just 21 seasons, 
and in 1997 he hit the 250 mark in just 
25 years. In winning percentage, he is 
second among active coaches, sixth all 
time among Division | coachesand | Sth 
among all coaches all time. 

Osborne is a 1997 Paul “Bear” 


of six). He was named the national 


and by Chevroletin 1995 after leading 
histeamsto back-to-back national titles, 
afeat accomplished only nine times and 
notsince 1978-79. Osborne also earned 
the Distinguished American Award and 
the Giant Steps Award in 1994-95. 
Osborne is in his 36th year overall at 
NU, which includes an 1 1-year stint as 
an assistant under Bob Devaney. That's 
the longest tenure ever fora Nebraska coach, and the longest all time in Big 
Eighv/ 12 history. passing Bennie Owen, who coached 22 years at Okla- 
homa from 1905-26. The dean of Big 12 football coaches, Osborne holds 
conference records for games coached (306) and won (254). Heissecond 
among active coaches in bow] appearances, third all time, having taken the 
Huskers to. a bowl game in each of his 25 years. This year's bowl will break 
"Bear" Bryant's NCAA record for consecutive appearances with 25. 
Osborne's teams have played in more preseason games than any other 


| school and 98 games against ranked (AP) teams. Osborne has won 60 of 


those contests (60-37-1). Since 1993. Osborne has faced nine top 10 
teams, and has posted a win in each of the last eight matchups. The Huskers 
have posted an 18-2 record vs. ranked teams over the last four years. That's 
an average of five games vs. ranked teams cach year. Osborne's teams are 
26-5-1 when ranked No, | and have been ranked No. | inatotal of 43 polls. 
Osborne's teams have been ranked in the final AP poll every year and in 
396 of the possible 399 AP polls. Under Osborne, the Huskers have 
finished in the AP top 10, 16 times and inthe AP top 20, 23 times, a figure 
which is second among active coaches. In Osbome's 25-year career at NU, 
his teams have scored 11,237 points, compared to his opponents’ 4.304. 
Osborne is 135-15-0 at home and 119-34-3 on the road, He is 160-24-2 
against conference schools, 78-11 at home. 


Top Five Winningest Active Coaches 
Coach, School (Record, min. five years)... Pet. ........ Games 


1. Phillip Fulmer, Tennessee (54-10-0) ........ 2844)... 64 

2. Tom Osborne, Nebraska (254-49-3) ..... .835 ........ 306 
3. Joe Paterno, Penn State (298-76-3) ......... BY: Sn 377 
4, R.C, Slocum, Texas A&M (83-23-2) ....... SRD te scaites 108 
5. Steve Spurrier, Florida (102-29-2) ............-774 ...0. 133 


Osborne -- Quickest to 250th Career Win 


Nebraska's mentor, Coach Tom Osborne. posted his 250th career 
victory against arch-rival Oklahoma on Noy. 1, and with the victory in 


| his 25th Silver Anniversary season, hit the 250 win plateau quicker than 


any other coach, doing so in 25 seasons and just 302 games. Osborne 
averages more than 10 wins a year. Under Osborne, the Huskers have 
posted an incredible 59-3-0 record since 1993, losing 18-16 to Florida 


State in the 1994 Orange Bowl, 19-0 to Arizona State in 1996 and 37-27 | 


to Texas in last year’s Big 12 Championship game. Osbome is the only 
coach in the history of college football (all divisions) to reach 250 wins in 
just 25 years. Joe Paterno was the second fastest, hitting 250 wins in 
320 games and 28 seasons. 


Le] The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl...N. U's NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Game 


coach-of-the-year by the AFCA in 1994 | 


Bryant Coach-of-the-Y ear Finalist(one | 


Big 12 Results and Standings 


North Records 

Team Conf. Overall Bowl Game 
*Nebraska 8-0 12-0 Orange vs. Tenn. 
K-State 7-1 10-1 Fiesta vs. Syracuse 
Missouri 5-3 7-4 Holiday vs. CSU 
Colorado 3-5 5-6 

Kansas 3-5 5-6 

lowa State 1-7 1-10 


*Big 12 Champion 


South 


Team Conf, Overall Bowl Game 
A&M 6-2 9-3 Cotton vs. UCLA 
Texas Tech+5-3 4-5 

Okla. St. 5-3) 8-3 Alamo ys. Purdue 
Texas 2-6 4-7 

Oklahoma 2-6 4-8 

Baylor 1-7 2-9 


+ will not compete in postseason 


NU Non-Conference Opponents: 


Team Overall Bowl 
Akron 2-9 
Cent. Fla, 5-6 


Washington 7-4 Aloha vs. Mich. St. 


NU Big 12 Conference 

Player-of-the-Week Nominees 
Offense Defense 

UA — J.Makovicka, FB R.Brown, CB 

UCF  §.Frost, QB G.Wistrom, RE 

Wash, S. Frost, OB G.Wistrom, RE 


KSU A. Green, IB 
Baylor A. Green, 1B 


G.Wistrom, RE 
J. Peter, DT 


TTU A. Green, IB J. Peter. DT 
KU J.Makovicka, FB G.Wistrom, RE 
OU J.Makovicka, FB G.Wistrom.RE 
MU _ S. Frost, OB M. Rucker, RE 
ISU A. Green, IB C. Kelsay, RE 
CU A. Green, IB J. Peter, DT 


A&M. S. Frost, QB M.Brown, Rov, 
Winners of conference award underline bf 


Nebraska in National Rankings 


Date APUSAIst Results 

Aug.7 6 6 4/4 - 

Alg.24 6 -- 4) — 

Aug.3] 6 6 4/2 def. Akron, 59-14 
Sept.7 6 5 4/2 idle 

Sept.14 7 6 2/1 def, Cent.Fla., 38-24 
Sept.21 3 3 7/3 — def. Washington 27-14 
Sept.273 3 6/3 idle 

Oct.5 3 3 6/2 def. Kansas St. 56-26 
Oct.12 2 2 14/9 def. Baylor, 49-21 
Oct.19 1 | 33/28 def. Texas Tech, 29-0 
Oct.26 [| | 35/37 def. Kansas, 35-0 
Nov.2 | 1 46/50 def. Oklahoma,69-7 
Nov.9 3 3 3/16 def. Mizzou,45-380T 
Nov.16 3 3 2/13 def ISU, 77-14 
Nov.22 2 2 I/I6 idle 

Nov.30 2 2 W4~ def. CU, 27-24 
Dec.7 2 2 W885 def. A&M, 54-15 


Assistants Boast 160 Years of Combined Experience 

Osborne is always quick to credit his assistants for the success the University of Nebraska has 
enjoyed. and no wonder as the coaching staffat NU has 160 years of combined experience and has 
participated in 158 bowl games (counting 1997 season and 1998 bowl game). While Osborne is in 
his 25th year at the helm, he is in his 36th overall. He joined Devaney’s initial staff in 1962 as a 
graduate assistant. Defensive backs coach George Darlington is the veteran assistant and has 
been with Osborne every year (25); offensive line coach Milt Tenopir is in his 24th year; 
defensive coordinator and defensive line coach Charlie McBride is in his 21st year; assistant 
head coach and running backs coach Frank Solich is in his 19th year: offensive line and kickers 
coach Dan Young is in his 15th: receivers coach Ron Brown is in his 11th; quarterbacks coach 
Turner Gill is in his fifth; linebackers coach Craig Bohl is in his third; and the newcomer on the 
block is rush ends coach Nelson Barnes, who is in his first year. A search will begin immediately 
for Solich's replacement. 


Hopes for Another National Title Alive and Well in Lincoln 

The No. 2/2 Nebraska Cornhuskers remain one of two undefeated teams in the country and 
have a hefty task ahead in facing the pass-happy Volunteers. Nebraska will need to win to keep 
its title hopes alive and may need No. | Michigan to lose to Washington State in the Rose Bowl, 
which will be played on Jan. 1 (ABC, 4 p.m, Central). Nebraska has played in 11 bowl games that 
have decided the national champion (seven under Osborne). Nebraska had a shot at the title in 
eight of those games. 


Osborne to Coach in Sixth National Championship Bow! Game 

Coach Tom Osborne is in his 25th and final year at the helm of the Huskers and has brought his 
teams to bowl games each year. Osborne posts an 11-13-0 bowl record (3-7-0 in the Orange 
Bowl), and has won his last three bowl games. The 1998 Orange Bowl is Coach Osborne's sixth 
bowl game where he has a chance at the national title. He has won titles twice in five tries, Coach 
Osborne's first shot at the national championship was in 1981, when No. 4 NU lost to No. | 
Clemson, 22-15, in the Orange Bowl. In 1983, No. 5 Miami upset No. | NU, 31-30, in the Orange 
Bowl. His 1993 team, ranked No, 2, lost to No, | Florida State in the 1994 Orange Bowl, 18-16. 
His 1994 team, ranked No, |, defeated No. 3 Miami. 24-17, for Osborne's first title, and the top- 
ranked 1995 Huskers defeated No. 2 Florida, 62-24, to repeat as champions. 


Nebraska's National Championship Bowl Games 
NU/Opp.AP Rank 


Year Bowl Result Entering Final Nail.Chmps. 

1964 Cotton Arkansas beat NU, 10-7 6/2* 6/1 Alabama/Arkansas/Notre Dame 
1965 Orange Alabama def. NU, 39-28 3/4 5/1 Alabama/Michigan St. 
1970 Orange NU def, LSU, 17-12 3/5 1/7 ~=NU/Ohio State/Texas 
1971 Orange NU def, Alabama, 38-6 — 1/2 1/4 Nebraska 

1981 Orange Clemson def. NU, 22-15 4/1 11/1 Clemson 

1983 Orange Miami def. NU, 31-30 1/5 2/1 = Miami 

1990 Citrus Ga. Tech def, NU.45-21 — 19/2* 24/2 Georgia Tech/Colorado 
1991 Orange Miami def. NU, 22-0 11/1? 15/1 Miami/Washington 
1993 Orange Fla. St. def. NU. 18-16 2/1 3/1 Florida State 

1994 Orange NU def. Miami, 24-17 1/3 1/6 Nebraska 

1995 Fiesta NU def, Florida. 62-24 1/2 1/2. Nebraska 


*indicates three years NU did not have a shot at the national title 


Husker Title Runs 


Afier the 1995 season in the Fiesta Bowl, the Huskers successfully defended their national 
championship and played in their third consecutive national championship game. The Huskers had 
a shot at the 1996 title, until they were upset in the Big 12 Championship by Texas. NU entered 
thal game ranked No. 3, despite an early-season loss at Arizona State. The Huskers’ back-to-back 
national championship titles in 1994 and 1995 marked the ninth time overall (by just six Division 
1 schools) and first time in 16 years thatateam had repeated, since Alabama won back-to-back titles 
in 1978-79. Nebraska is only the second school to win undefeated and consensus back-to-back 
national titles, the first since the Oklahoma Sooners accomplished that featin 1955-56. No Division 
1-A school has won three consecutive national championships. Hall of Fame Coach Bob Devaney 
(who passed away in May of 1997) won the school's first national title in 1970 and repeated in 1971. 
Three teams, counting Nebraska, have repeated twice, including Oklahoma (1955-56 and 1974-75) 
and Alabama (1964-65, 1978-79). Nebraskaand Oklahomaare the only schools, since the coaches 
began picking national champions, to be unanimous repeat champions, in both polls, posting perfect, 
back-to-back national championship seasons. OU went 11-0 in 1955 and 10-0 in 1956. 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record 


| Huskers Rank Fifth in AP Title Totals 


Notre Dame leads the nation winning eight national Associated Press 
titles since 1936. Alabama and Oklahoma have each won six, while 
Nebraska, Miami and Minnesota have cach won four. The Huskers are 
the only team to have won four since 1970, however, as Notre Dame, 


Alabama and Oklahoma have won three each in the last three decades. If 


Nebraska should win the national title this season, it would mark the 
third in this decade. Notre Dame won four in the 40s, while three teams 
have won three titles in a decade (Oklahoma 50s, Alabama, 60s, Miami 


80s). Nebraska (1994, 1995, 1997) could join Notre Dame (1946. 1947, | 


1949) as the only two teams to win three titles in a four-year period. 


National AP Titles by Team (since 1936) 


Notre Dame 8 1943, 1946, 1947, 1949, 1966, 1973, 1977, 1988 
Alabama 6 1961, 1964, 1965, 1978. 1979, 1992 
Oklahoma 6 1950, 1955, 1956, 1974, 1975, 1985 
Minnesota 4 = 1936. 1940, 1941. 1960 

Miami 4 1983. 1987, 1989, 1991 

Nebraska 4 1970, 1971, 1994, 1995 

Ohio State 3. 1942. 1954, 1968 

usc 3. 1962, 1967, 1972 

Army 2 1944, 1945 

Pittsburgh 2 1937. 1976 

Penn State 2 1982, 1986 


16 Schools Have Won One National Title: 

Auburn 1957; Brigham Young 1984; Clemson 1981; Colorado 1990; 
Florida 1996; Florida State 1993; Georgia 1980; Louisiana State 1958; 
Maryland 1953: Michigan 1948; Michigan State 1952: Syracuse 1959: 
‘Tennessee 1951: Texas 1969; ‘Texas A&M 1939; and Texas Christian 
1938. 


In the Polls 


The Huskers (12-0) remained second behind Michigan (11-0) in both 


polls (1,681 points in AP, and 1.484.5 in coaches), Michigan has 53.5 of 


the 62 first-place votes (to NU's 8.5) in the coaches poll and 1,541.5 
points. and all but one first-place vote in the AP poll and 1.749 points. 
After the A&M win, NU gained 11.5 points and 4.5 first-place votes in 
the coaches poll and gained one point in the AP Poll. In both polls, 
Michigan is first, Nebraska second, Tennessee third, and Florida State 
fourth. Florida State (10-1) is just one point behind Tennessee in the 
coaches poll and 34 behind in the AP. FSU will play Ohio State in the 
Sugar Bowl, while Big 12 opponent Kansas State, will face Syracuse in 
the Fiesta Bowl, the other Alliance Bowl. Against ranked teams this 
season, Nebraska has defeated then-No, 2/3 Washington, 27-14 (now 
No. 21/23, AP/Coaches), then No. 17/16 Kansas State (now-No. 10/9), 
56-26; Missouri 45-38 (unranked at game time, now ranked 19/20) and 
then-No. 14/14 Texas A&M 54-15 (now ranked 20/19). Only the i.- 
State game was played at home, Nebraska also defeated Colorado on the 
road. 27-24, a team that was a preseason No. | in one poll and ranked in 
the top five early in the season. 


Huskers to Face 28th Top Three Team Since 1962 


‘The matchup against No. 3 Tennessee marks the 28th time since Bob 
Devaney’s first year in 1962 that the Huskers have challenged a top three 
team, Nebraska has posted an 8-18-1 record in those matchups and was 
the lower ranked team in all but six of those games. NU is 5-i when it is 
the higher-ranked team. Under Osborne. NU is 6-16-0 (5-9 in regular- 
season games), Osborne has directed his teams to wins in the last four 


matchups against the AP top three, including a 27-14 win over No. 2 | 


Washington in Seattle in game three of the 1997 season. Against top 10 
AP teams since 1994, Osborne is 9-1, winning the last nine consecutive. 


NU ys. the AP No. 1-3 Teams 
(since 1962--Devaney/Osborne Era) 


Season NU (AP Rank) vs. Opp. (rank) Bowl or Regular W/L Score 
Under Bob Devaney 


1964 NU (6) vs. Arkansas (2) Cotton Bowl L 7-10 
1966 NU (6) vs, Alabama (3) Sugar Bowl L 7-34 
1970 =NU (9) vs. USC (3) RegularSeason T 21-21 
1971 NU (1) vs. Oklahoma (2) RegularSeason W_ 35-31 
1971) NU (1) vs. Alabama (2) Orange Bowl W 38-6 
Under Tom Osborne 
1973, WNU(10) vs. Oklahoma (3) RegularSeason L 0-27 
1974 NU (6) vs. Oklahoma (1) RegularSeason L 14-28 
| 1977 NU (11) ys. Oklahoma (3) RegularSeason L 7-38 
1978 NU (10) vs. Alabama (1) RegularSeason L 3-20 
1978 NU (4) vs. Oklahoma (1) RegularSeason W_ 17-14 
1981 = NU (15) vs. Penn State (3) RegularSeason L 24-30 
1981 NU (4) vs. Clemson (1) Orange Bowl L 15-22 
1986 NU (5) vs. Oklahoma (3) RegularSeason L 17-20 
1987 = NUL (2) vs, UCLA (3) RegularSeason W 42-33 
1987 NU (1) vs. Oklahoma (2) RegularSeason Ll. 7-17 
1987 NU (5) vs. Florida State (3) Fiesta Bowl L 28-31 
1988 NU! (6) vs. Miami (2) Orange Bowl L 3-23 
1989 = NU (3) vs. Colorado (2) RegularSeason L 21-27 
1990 NU (19) vs. Georgia Tech (2) Citrus Bowl L 21-45 
1991 = =NU (11) vs. Miami (1) Orange Bowl L 0-22 
1992 NU (12) vs. Washington (2) RegularSeason L 14-29 
1992 NU(11) ys. Florida State (3) = Orange Bowl L 14-27 
1993 NU (2) vs. Florida State (1) Orange Bowl L 16-18 
1994 NU (3) vs. Colorado (2) RegularSeason W 24-7 
1994. NU (1) vs. Miami (3) Orange Bowl W 24-17 
1995, NU (1) vs. Florida (2) Fiesta Bowl W 62-24 
1997 NU (7) vs. Washington (2) RegularSeason W 27-14 


Huskers Earn First Big 12 Conference Title 

Nebraska finished league play unscathed forthe 10th time in Coach Tom 
Osborne’s 25 years at the helm and won its first Big 12 Championship title 
with a54-15 win over No. 14 Texas A&M in San Antonio, Texas, on Dec, 
6, NU is 37-0-0 over the last five seasons in league play winning four of 
the last five league titles. NU"s last conference loss was the third-to-last 
game of the 1992 season, when Lowa State upset No. 7 Nebraska, 19-10. 
in Ames, NU has. won 28 straight conference home games since a 27-12 
loss to Colorado on Nov. 3, 1990. In fact, since 1988, NU is 35-1 athome 
vs. conference foes, 


Huskers in the Bowls 
Orange Bowl is Nebraska's 29th Consecutive, 


36th All-Time Bowl Appearance 

Beginning with the 1941 Rose Bowl, Nebraska has gone to 35 bowls 
and the 1996 Orange Bowl will be the Huskers’ 36th overall, 29th 
consecutive, a streak that not only leads the nation but is also an NCAA 
record. Italso marks NU's nation-leading 17th consecutive "Major" bowl. 
Nebraska's 36 overall bow! appearances rank filth (trailing Alabama's 48, 
USC's and Tennessee's 38 and Texas’ 37), while Osborne ranks third all 
time in bow] appearances (25), behind Paul "Bear" Bryant's 29 and Joe 
Paterno's 28. Osborne is third in most bowl victories by active coaches 
(11); third all time in "Major" bowl appearances with 17; and second to 
Paterno's 28 in most years taking one school to a bow] with 25. This year, 
he will break Bryant's NCAA record for consecutive bow! berths with one 
school (25). 


Huskers Own 29-Y ear Bowl String 

When Alabama did not receive a bowl bid at the end of the 1984 season, 
Nebraska took over the NCAA record for the longest current string of 
consecutive bowl appearances from the Crimson Tide. Alabama had 
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Nebraska in Bowl Games; NU-Opp. 


Year Bowl Opp. AP Rank Res. Score: 


1941* Rose Stanford 7/2 L. 13-21 
1955* Orange Duke --/14 L 7-34 
1962 Gotham Miami --/-- W 36-34 
1964* Orange Auburn 6/5 W 13-7 
1965* Cotton = Arkansas 6/2 L 7-10 
1966* Orange Alabama 3/4 LL 28-39 
1967* Sugar Alabama 6/3 L 7-34 


(NCAA-Record 29 Straight Bowls Begin Here...) 


1969 Sun Georgia 14/- W 45-6 
1971* Orange Louisiana $1.3/5 W_ 17-12 
1972" Orange Alabama 1/2 W 38-6 
1973” Orange Notre Dame9/12 > W = 40-6 
1974" Cotton Texas 12/8 W 19-3 
1974 Sugar Florida 8/18 W 13-10 
1975 Fiesta Arizona St. 6/7 L 14-17 
1976 Astro-BB Texas Tech 13/9 W 27-24 
1977 Liberty No.Carolinal2/14 W 21-17 
1979* Orange Oklahoma 6/4 lL, 24-31 
1980* Cotton Houston V8 L 14-17 
1980 Sun Miss, State 8/17 W 31-17 
1982* Orange Clemson 4/1 L. 15-22 
1983* Orange Louisiana St3/13 W 21-20 
1984* Orange Miami 1/5 L 30-31 
1985* Sugar Louisiana St. 4/12. W_ 28-10 
1986* Fiesta Michigan 7/5 L 23-27 
1987* Sugar Louisiana St. 6/5 W 30-15 
1988* Fiesta Florida St. 5/3 L283] 
1989* Orange Miami 6/2 I, 3-23 
199()* Fiesta Florida St. 6/5 L 17-41 
1991* Citrus Ga. Tech 19/2 f 21-45 
1992* Orange Miami 11/1 L 0-22 
1993* Orange Florida St. 11/3 L 14-27 
1994* Orange Florida St. 2/1 I. 16-18 
1995* Orange Miami V3 W 24-17 
1996* Fiesta Florida 1/2 W 62-24 
1996 Orange Virginia Tech6/10 W 41-21 


NU Bowl Facts: 36 Bowls (ranks fifth all time); 
29 Consecutive (since 1969, NCAA record), 17 
Straight "Major Bowls" (NCAA record); Over- 
all Bowl Record: 17-18-0 (7-9 in Orange); Record 
Under Osborne (1973-present): 

L1-13-0 (3-7-0 in Orange Bowl) 

*Major Bowls 


NU BOWL NOTES: In seven of the last eight bowls. 
NU has played a team ranked No, 1-3, while NU was 


no higher than | 1th in three of those years. In 11 of 


the last 12 years, NU has played a team which was 
ranked no lower than fifth, 


Top 20, Bowl Appearances by School: 


Consecutive: 
School: All-Time: Most:Current:Major: 
1. Alabama 4&8 25 -- -- 
2. USC 38 8 -- -- 
Tennessee 38 10 8 | 
4, Texas 37 9 -- -- 
5. Nebraska 36 29* 29* 17* 
6. Penn State 34 13 9 -- 
7. Georgia 33.—isd10 | -- 
8. Oklahoma 32 8 -- -- 
9. Louisiana St. 31 5,5 3 -- 
10. Ohio State 30.0615 9 2 
11. Michigan 29 23 23 1 
12. Arkansas 28 6,6 -- -- 
13. Ga. Tech 26 6 1 -- 
Mississippi 26° 1G | -- 
Auburn 26 9 3 -- 
Florida State 26 16 16 - 
17. Florida 25 7 7 -- 
18. Washington 24 8 3 -- 
19. Texas A&M 23 6 j -- 
Miami 22 12 -- -- 
Texas Tech 22 4 -- 


(Major Bowl-Jan, 1 or Jan. 2 bowls through 1994, 
Alliance plus Rose 1995-1997) 


*NCAA record 


appeared in 25 straight bowl games dating back to the inaugural Liberty Bowl at Philadelphia in 

1959. butdidnotreceivea bid in 1984. The Huskers, first under Bob Devaney, then Tom Osborne, 
have appeared in a bowl game in 29 consecutive seasons (counting 1998 Orange Bowl), starting 
with a 45-6 win over Georgia in the 1969 Sun Bowl, of the 29, 13 have been in the Orange Bowl. 


Nebraska vs. Tennessee in 1998 Orange Bowl 

The Orange Bow] marks the first meeting between Nebraska and Tennessee. Nebraska will 
be making its 17th appearance in the Orange Bowl, second consecutive and its sixth in the last 
seven years. Nebraska's last (wo trips to the Orange Bowl were successful journeys, as the 
Huskers won their third national championship. defeating Miami 24-17 on Jan. 1, 1995. and 
defeated No. 10 Virginia Tech last year, 41-21. Nebraska is 7-9 in the Orange Bowl (3-7 under 
Head Coach Tom Osborne), appearing in 1955, 1964, 1966, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1979, 1982, 1983, 
1984. 1989, 1992. 1993, 1994, 1995 and 1996, Nebraska frequented the bow! as the Big Eight 
Champion from 1954-1995 (with the exception of 11 years from 1965-75), then went as an 
Alliance pick in 1996, NU's opponent has been cither Miami or Florida State in six of the last 
seven Orange Bowl matchups. This will be Tennessee's fourth appearance in the Orange Bowl 
(1-2). The Vols’ last appearance was a 26-24 loss to Oklahoma in January 1968. 


Nebraska Looks to Even Bow! Record 


In bowl games, NU is 17-18 overall, 11-13 under Osborne, Three of the last four bowl games 
have been forthe national title. In 1995, No, | Nebraska defeated No. 2 Miami, 24-17, in the Federal 
Express Orange Bowl to post its first national championship under Osborne. In 1996, NU 
defeated Florida, 62-24. in the Fiesta Bowl forasecond national crown. Last year, No. 6 Nebraska 
defeated No. 10 Virginia Tech, 41-21, in the Orange Bowl. This year marks the fourth time in 
14 years that the Huskers have entered the game as the higher ranked team (dating back to the 
1985 Sugar Bowl vs. No. 12 Louisiana State. when No. 4 NU won 28-10). Nebraska has seen 
stiff competition in the bowls. In fact, the Huskers have played just one bowl opponent ranked 
lower than fifth (Virginia Tech last year) since 1985 (13 of the last 14 years counting 1998), In 
the last cight years, NU has faced AP's No, 2, 1,3, 1, 3.2. 10,3 teams, respectively, while NU 
was not ranked in the top 10 in three of those years. Four ofthe last five bowl games for Nebraska 
have matched teams ranked in the top three, with No, 2 NU facing No. 1 Florida State in 1994; 
No. | NU facing No. 3 Miami in 1995; and No. | NU facing No, 2 Florida in January 1996, The 
1998 matchup (features No. 2 Nebraska vs. No. 3 Tennessee. In all but two of Nebraska's last 
seven bowl games, the winner has emerged as national champion (in at least one of the polls, 
excluding Florida State in the 1992 season and Nebraska in 1996). In 1994 and 1995 it was the 
tluskers winning itall. Before that. it was Florida State (1992), Miami (1991) and Georgia Tech 
(1990), 


NU's Last Bowl...Nebraska 41, Virginia Tech 21 

Miami, Fla., 1996 FedEx Orange Bowl, Dec. 31...Heading into the 1996 FedEx Orange Bowl, 
the Nebraska Cornhuskers had to do a little soul searching to find some motivation. After a 
disappointing fourth-quarter loss to Texas in the Big 12 Championship game, the Huskers were 
forced to play in a bowl game that would not be decisive in the national championship for the 
first time in four years, 

The Huskers. 10-2 and ranked No. 6, were pitted against Big East champion Virginia Tech, 
The Hokies stood at 10-1 and were ranked 10th in both polls. 

If there was any doubt on the Nebraska sideline that Virginia Tech was for real, the answers 
came quickly, With 4:06 left in the first quarter. Hokie quarterback and Big East Co-Offensive 
Player-of-the-Year Jim Druckenmiller hit Marcus Parker on a 19-yard pass into the end zone, 
Shayne Graham’s kick made it 7-0 Hokies. 

Nebraska scored 17 unanswered points in the second quarter on a Kris Brown 25-yard field 
goal. a Scott Frost five-yard run and a 31-yard fumble return by NU defensive tackle Jason 
Peter, but the Hokies answered with another passing TD with just :19 left before halftime to 
close the gap to 17-14. Damon Benning started the game at [-back and was Nebraska's MVP. 
totaling 95 yards on 15 carries and scoring two TDs on runs of 33 yards and six yards in the 
third quarter, Tech scored once more on a 33-yard pass, but the Huskers put the Hokies away 
for good with another field goal by Brown and a 22-yard run by Frost in the fourth quarter, 
Ahman Green saw limited action recovering from a stress fracture in his foot but still had seven 
caries for 52 yards. 

Frost put together solid numbers with nine carries, 62 yards and two touchdowns, while 
completing 1! of 22 passes for 136 yards. Defensively, senior rover Mike Minter registered 11 
tackles and a breakup. while Will linebacker Octavious McFarlin tallied nine tackles, including 
two for losses. 
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| Big 12 Conference Sends Five to Bowls 


ofthe Big 12, earned Alliance berths, as NU faces Tennessee in the Orange 
Bowl and Kansas State plays Syracuse in the Fiesta Bowl. Other Big 12 
teams earning bowl berths include: Missouri (7-4) vs. Colorado State in 
the Holiday Bowl; Texas A&M (9-3) vs. UCLA in the Cotton Bowl: and 
Oklahoma State (8-3) vs. Purdue in the Alamo Bowl. One of Nebraska's 
non-conference opponents, Washington (7-4) earned a bow! berth, The 
Huskies will play Michigan State in the Aloha Bowl. 


1997 Season Recap...Nebraska 12-0 
The Husker Season Briefly 


The Huskers defeated their first two opponents at home, beating 
Akron, 59-14, and Central Florida, 38-24, The 644 yards of total offense 
against the Zips was the season best, Both opponents were replacements 
for last-minute pullouts, which lefi the Huskers with two gaping holes as 
late as October of 1996. After allowing Central Florida 318 yards in the 
air, Nebraska dropped to seventh in the AP and wasn't given much of a 
chance at No. 2/3 (AP/Coaches) Washington. The Huskers were ready, 


rushing, two TDs), fullback Joel Makovicka (129 yards rushing) and I- 
back Ahman Green (129 yards rushing, one 'D), the Huskers piled up 384 
yards on the ground to Washington's 43 inthe 27-14 win. Nebraska faced 
back-to-back ranked opponents, defeating Kansas State at home, 56-26, 
K-State went undefeated the rest of the season, moved into the top 10 and 
received an Alliance Bowl bid. Afiera49-21 win over Baylor in pouring 
rain in Waco, NU posted its first back-to-back shutouts since 1979 with 
wins over Texas Tech (29-0) and Kansas (35-0). NU held Tech, Kansas 
and its next opponent, Oklahoma, to less than 200 yards each of total 
offense (329 total), the first time NU held three consecutive opponents 
to less than 200 yards since 1990. Coach Tom Osborne became the first 
coach to hit 250 wins in a 25-year span with a 69-7 win over Oklahoma 
in Lincoln. The Huskers had trouble containing Missouri quarterback 
Corby Jones and required their first-ever overtime period to put away the 
Tigers, 45-38. in Columbia. Matt Davison caught the game-tying TD pass, 
which was deflected by intended receiver Shevin Wiggins--a miraculous 
catch that pul the true frosh in the limelight. Towa State was no problem 
the next week, as NU scored a season-best and conference-record 77 points 
against the Cyclones in a 77-14 win in Lincoln, The Huskers finished the 
regular season with a 27-24 win over the Buffaloes in Boulderand thumped 
No. 14 Texas A&M, 54-15, to win their first Big 12 Championship title 
| in San Antonio, Texas, on Dec, 6. Nebraska had three first-team All- 
Americans in Grant Wistrom, Aaron Taylor (both repeat winners) and 
Jason Peter, and saw Ahman Green finish second nationally in rushing and 
earn second-ieam All-America honors, The Huskers brought home two 
major awards, as Wistrom won the school's fourth Lombardi Award, and 
Taylor was Nebraska's eighth Outland Trophy winner. Six Huskers 


first-team honors, he became the first Husker, second Big 12 player and 
Oth player in Division 1-A to rush and pass for 1,000 yards ina season. 
Frost finished just one yard off the season record for total offense with 
2.332. NU led the nation in rushing, total offense and scoring, and ranked 
among the nation's top 15 in three defensive categories, 


Senior Class Posts 48-2 Record Over Four Years 

With a 48-2 record, the 1997 senior class has had a phenomenal four- 
year run, No other team in the history of Division I football can claim to 
have won 46 games over any four-year period, except for the 1996 
Husker senior class which posted a 46-3 four-year record. The recruiting 
class of 1993, can forever brag of these accomplishments: 

@ Two National Championships (1994, 1995) 

@ An Unprecedented 48-2-0 Record Over Four Years 

@ Three Conference Crowns 

@ A Perfect 25-0 Home Record 


Nebraska (12-0) and Kansas State (10-1), both fromthe North Division | 


earned first-team All-Big 12 honors, and although Frost was shut out of 


and behind the magnificent play of quarterback Scott Frost (97 yards — 


Several Huskers to Play in All-Star Games 

Numerous Huskers have been invited to play in postseason bowl 
games, and although some decisions are still up in the air, the following is 
the tentative list. East-West (San Francisco)--Jan. 10. Scott Frost, 
Hula Bow! (Honolulu)--Jan, 18, Scott Frost, Eric Warfield, Eric Ander- 
son; Senior Bowl (Mobile)--Jan. 17, Grant Wistrom, Aaron Taylor 
and Jason Peter. 


The Next Game -- NU vs. Tennessee 
About the Volunteers 


Tennessee is ranked No. 3 and boasts an 11-1 record. losing only at 
Florida this season in game three (33-20). Tennessee went on to run the 
table and posted three wins over ranked teams including No, 13 (AP) 
Georgia (38-10), No. 24 Southern Miss (44-20) and No. 11 Auburn (30- 
29). Tennessee also posted solid wins over fellow Big 12 opponent 
Texas Tech (52-17. NU defeated 29-0). UCLA (30-24), Alabama (38- 
21), Arkansas (30-22) and Kentucky (59-31), Four of the Vols' wins 
were by eight points or less. Peyton Manning finished second in Heisman 
Tropby voting afler passing on the NFL to complete his senior season. 
He completed .602 percent of his passes, for 3.931 yards, a 148.1 NCAA 


| pass efficiency rating, with 37 TDs compared to 12 interceptions. His 


favorite receivers are senior wide receiver Marcus Nash (75-1,170-13), 


junior wide receiver Jeremaine Copeland (58-732-9). junior wideout 


Peerless Price (48-698-5) and junior running back Shawn Bryson (29- 
307-0). True freshman Jamal Lewis has emerged as a great running back. 
giving Tennessee a much more balanced attack. Lewis has rushed 232 
times for 1,364 yards (5.9 per carry. 113.7 per game), and seven TDs. 
Leonard Little, a senior defensive end/linebacker, is a first-team All- 
American who has 82 tackles on the season, including 6.5 sacks and five 
other tackles for loss. 


At the Helm of the Vols 


Unseating Nebraska's Coach Osborne as the winningest active coach 
in the nation percentage-wise, is sixth-year Tennessee coach Phillip 
Fulmer. Pulmerpostsa54-10-0 career/school record foran 8437 winning 
percentage. Fulmer graduated from Tennessee in 1972, and lettered as an 
offensive guard for three years. During his playing career, he helped 
Tennessee lo a 30-5 record. He has also been an assistant at Tennessee 
(1972-73), Wichita State (1974-78), Vanderbilt (1979), the offensive line 
coach and coordinator at Tennessee (1980-91), before becoming head 
coach in 1992, Pulmer is 2-0 vs, the Big 12. defeating Texas Tech this 
season and Oklahoma State in 1995, 


The Series -- First Meeting 

Nebraska and Tennessee have never met on the gridiron, Coach Tom 
Osborne is 12-1-1 (,893) vs, the Southeastern Conference. The last time 
NU faced an SEC member in a bowl game, No. | Nebraska defeated No. 
2 Florida, 62-24 in the 1996 Fiesta Bowl. 


How the Two Teams Compare 


(1997 Stats) Nebraska (12-0) Tennessee (11-1) 


Rankings Rankings 
Category Avg. 1. Big 12 Avg. National 
Rushing Offense 392.6 1 1 151.1 52 
Passing Offense 121.1 104 12 331.8 6 
Total Offense $13.7 1 1 482.8 4 
Scoring Offense 47.1 | 1 34.3. 14 
Rushing Defense 73.4 3 1 93.3 8 
Pass Eff. Defense 112.7 32 4 115.5 36 
Total Defense 257.5- 5 2 334.8 32 
Scoring Defense 16.4 12 2 “203” 32 
Net Punting 35.2 74 9 34.2 90 
Punt Returns 118 19 4 13.4 I 
Kickoff Returns 24.3 7 3 20,5 55 
Turnover Margin = +0.25 48 5 -0.58 90 


(Bold indicates a mark whichranksinnation's top 25) 
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Scores Against the Defense 
The Huskers rank 12th in scoring de- 
fense allowing 16.4 points per game. While 
the defense has given up 197 points this 
season, only 136 (15.2) have been against 
the first team (by definition, it is a score 
vs. the “first team” if at least 3-5 
"Blackshirts" were in on the series). 
Points Against the First-Team "D" 


TD FG Tot. 
# Akron a? DY’ 1p 
# Central Florida a: | ea 
@ al Washington 2 0 14 
@ Kansas State MQ ig 
@ ai Baylor L! «O. 
@ Texas Tech 0 0 0 
@ at Kansas 0 0 O 
@ Oklahoma LO ¥ 
# Missouri ee) 
@ Towa State Lf F 
# Colorado 3 Be 
@ Texas A&M 1 i 4 
Totals 18 4 136 
Nation’s All-Time 
Home Winning Streaks 
Team No. Years 
1. Miami 58 1985-94 
2, Alabama 57 1963-82 
3. Harvard 36 = 1890-95 
4. Michigan 50 [901-07 
5, Texas 42 1968-76 
Nebraska 42 1991-present 
7. Notre Dame 40 1907-18 
8. Notre Dame 38 1919-287 
9. Yale 37 1904-08 
Yale 37. 1900-03 
11. Nebraska 33 1901-06 


Consecutive Winning Seasons 
All-time Division I-A 

1. Notre Dame (1889-1932) 42 

2. Alabama (1911-50) 38 

3. Nebraska (1962-96) 36 


NU 100-Yard Rushing Games 
Abman Green, IB (1995-97) 19 
Scott Frost, QB (1996-97) 3 
DeAngelo Evans, IB (1996) 
Joel Makovicka, FB (1995-97) 


mow 


Tom Osborne's 10 Losses 


"to Active College Coaches 


Coach, School Wins over Osborne 


Bobby Bowden, Florida State 6 
Joe Paterno, Penn State 2 
Hayden Fry, lowa 1 
Bruce Snyder, ASU l 
Total 10 


@ Note: Only four active coaches have 
ever defeated a Tom-Osborne team, atotal 
of 10 times(four ofthe 10 losses have been 
in bowl games). 


Individualsin the Top 30/Big 12: 

Nebraska...Rushing: Ahman Green, 156.4, 2nd /2nd;ScottFrost,91.3,37th/5th/2nd among QBs 
nationally; Scoring: Green, 11.0 ppg, 6th/2nd;Kris Brown,9.67 ppg, 13th/4th; Frost,9.5 ppg, 17th/ 
3rd/2nd among QBsnationally; Field Goals: Brown, 1.5 fepg,7th/2nd; All-Purpose Yards: Green, 
165.2, 9th/2nd; Punt Returns: Shevin Wiggins, 11.58,28th/3rd; (Bobby Newcombe’s 20.3 yards per 
puntreturn would rank firstnationally and firstin Big 12, butheisshortof the prerequisite 1.2 returns 
per game); Kickoff Returns: Joe Walker,25.9,17th/2nd (Shevin Wiggins’ 27.0 yards perkickoffreturn 
would rankninthnationally, second in Big 12butheisshort of the prerequisite 1.2 returns per game). 


Tennessee: Rushing: Jamal Lewis, | 13,7, 14th; Passing Efficiency: Peyton Manning, 147.7, 14th; 
Total Offense: Manning, 315.75, 6th; Punt Returns: Terry Fair, 14.32, 12th; Receptions PerGame, 
Marcus Nash, 6.33, 12th; Receiving Yards Per Game, Nash,97.5, 15th; Field Goals: Jeff Hall, 1.33, 
18th. 


Huskers Among the Nation’s Best 


Nebraska finished as the NCAA team national champion in three categories: rushing yards per game 


_ (392.6), total offense (513.7) and scoring offense (47.1). This is the 13th rushing title Nebraska has won, 


including seven in the last 10 years, and 11 under Osborne. The 392.6 yards per game is the third best 
NU total ever, trailing NU's 401.7 in 1983 and the 399.8 in 1995, the last time the Huskers won the rushing 
title. Nebraska has won the scoring litle three times previously, most recently in 1995 when NU posted 
aschool-record 52.4 points per game and also in 1982 and 1983, The Huskers' 47.1 points per game ranks 
third best all time at Nebraska, 1997 marks the third time NU has led the nation in total offense and the 
513.7 yards per game rank third bestall time behind the school record 556.3 in 1995 (which ranked second 


| nationally), and behind the 518.6 in 1982, Nebraska averaged more than 500 yards of total offense for 


the eighth time since statistics were kept in 1946. The Husker defense also ranked among the nation’s 
top 12 in three of the four categories. including rushing defense (73.4- third, second lowestall time), total 
defense (257.3, fifth) and scoring defense (16.4, 12th). NU finished seventh in kickoff returns (24.5 ypr) 
and 19th in punt returns (11.8 ypr). Nebraska's 392.6 yards per game rushing was 59.9 yards per game 
better than No, 2 Rice and 129.1 yards better than No. 6 Missouri's 263.5, which was second in the Big 
12. Nebraska’s 513.7 total offense yards were 11.5 yards per game better than No. 2 Washington State. 
Green's 156.4 yards per game rushing trailed only Ricky Williams (Texas, 172.1). While Nebraska led 
the nation in three offensive categories, Michigan led the nation in three defensive categories. Nebraska 
ranked in the top 20 in eight of 12 categories overall, Michigan was in the top 20 in five. Nebraska ranked 
in the top 35 in all but three categories. Michigan waas not in the top 35 in six categories. 


The Huskers’ Last Game... 
Nebraska 54, Texas A&M 15 


The Huskers won their first-ever Big 12 Championship with a 54-15 win over the No. 14 Texas | 


A&M Aggies in the Alamodome at San Antonio on Dec. 6. The victory, obtained in front of a largely 
partisan Aggie crowd, gave Nebraska its 42nd conference crown, the 13th under Osborne. The win was 
Nebraska's 13th straight, the 59th in the last 62 games, and fifth straight against Texas A&M. Nebraska 
improved to a perfect 12-0, marking the [4th time overall. and the seventh time in the Devaney/Osborne 
era that NU has entered the bow! game undefeated and untied (fifth under Osborne, fourth in last five 
years); and the fifth 12-win season under Osborne. 

The Huskers scored on their first seven possessions to-open a 37-3 halfiime lead. Meanwhile. the 
Husker Blackshirts held A&M to three and out on its first five possessions of the first half and 
intercepted Branndon Stewart once, Ahman Green had his 11th straight 100-yard game before intermis- 
sion, as he totaled 104 yards on 18 carries and two TDs in the first half. Frost was 10-11 for 176 yards 


passing and another 40 rushing in the firsthalf. A&M did not score again until the fourth quarter. In the | 
| game. Frost passed for 201 yards, while A&M was held to just 13 yards rushing, and Green totaled 179 


rushing yards and three TDs. After the game. A&M Head Coach R.C. Slocum said. "They beat us 
convincingly in every area of the game. Ofjensively, defensively and special teams, they were the superior 
team. 1 cant say I was shocked. | voted for them (No. 1) last week, and I will vote for them again this 
week. ” 


® I-back Ahman Green... The nation’s second-leading rusher, Ahman Green, rushed for more than 
100 yards for the 11th consecutive game this season and for the 19th time in his career, Green totaled 
179 yards on a career-high 34 carries including three TDs (previous high was 30 carries vs. Missouri, 
1997). Green scored twice in the second quarter on runs of 25 yards and one yard and had 104 at 
halftime, Green scored his third TD with 11:13 remaining in the fourth quarter on a six-yard run. 

On the season...Green finished the season with 1.877 yards on 278 attempts (6.75 ype. 156.4 ypg) 
with 22 TDs. Green ranked second in the nation with 154.4 yards per game and 6.75 yards per carry 
(trailed only fellow Big 12 back Ricky Williams of Texas, 172.1, 6.78) and finished second in the nation 
in yards rushing, just 16 yards behind Williams’ nation-best total of 1,893. Green ranks second on the 
season rushing chart behind Rozier’s 2,148 in 1983 passing Lawrence Phillips’ 1,722 in 1994, Green 
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broke the school record for most points in a season by a junior against 
Colorado and increased that record to 132 (old record was 102 by Johnny 
Rodgers in 1971 and Mike Rozier in 1982), Green averaged 11.0 points 
per game to rank second in the Big 12 and sixth nationally. In NU’s 12 
games this season, Green had 99 yards rushing ys. Akron (left in second 
quarter with back spasms), 113 ys. Central Florida, 129 vs. Washington, 
193 vs. K-State, 158 vs. Baylor, 178 vs. Texas Tech, 123 vs, Kansas, 
105 vs. Oklahoma, 189 vs. Missouri, a season-best 209 ys. [owa State, 
202 vs. Colorado and 179 ys. Texas A&M. His 11 100-yard rushing 
games led the nation. He has caught al least one pass in nine of 12 games, 
and is fourth among Huskers with 14-105 yards. Against four ranked 
teams this season, Green had 691 yards on 113 carries and nine TDs for 
an average of 172.8 yards per game and 6,12 yards per carry, His TDs, 
average per carry and average per game were better than any other top 25 
running back against ranked teams this season and he was the only back 
to total more than 100 yards against every ranked team. Green's 6.75 
yards per carry was second just behind Williams’ 6.78. Green’s totals are 
amazing when you consider that he has shared time with another 1.000- 
yard rusher in Scott Frost (176-1,095-19) and another 600-yard rusher 
in Joel Makovicka (105-685-9). Green waas the only individual to rush 
for more than 100 yards against Texas Tech and Kansas State this season 
(both teams rank in the top 25 in total defense). Green had 179 vs. 
A&M, which was ranked No, 19 in total defense. Green is the first 
Husker to lead NU in rushing three years. 

In his career...Green ranks second all time at NU with 3.880 yards 
on 574 carries and 42 TDs. Green is still 900 yards away from Nebraska 
school record holder Mike Rozier, who totaled 4,780 yards on 668 
carries for 49 touchdowns and a 7.16 career average per carry. Green's 42 
rushing TDs rank second behind Rozier's 49, (passing Calvin Jones! 40 
from 1991-93). His 45 TDs overall (three receiving TDs) give him 270 
points scored to rank tied for third all time at NU (ties Johnny Rodgers' 
270 points in 1970-71-72). 


NCAA Division I-A Rushing Leaders by Average/Game 

Player, School | Record Att, Yds, A/C A/G TD100 
. Ricky Williams, Jr. Texas (4-7) 279 1.893 6.78 172.9 25 8 

. Ahman Green, Jr. Nebraska (12-0) 278 1.877 6.75 156.4 22 11 
. Amos Zereoue,So., WestVirg.(7-4)264 1,505 5.70 150.5 16 8 

. Tavian Banks, Sr., [owa (7-4) 246 1,639 6.66 149.0 19 8 

. Ron Dayne, So., Wisconsin (8-4) 219 1,295 5,91 143.9 15 7 


un ewe — 


Top 5 Rushers vs. Current Ranked Teams ye ylg 
Wash. KSU Mizzou A&M 

29-129-1 20-194-4 30-189-1 34-179-3 113-691-9 6.1 172.8 
UCLA Ok.St. Mizzou A&M 

13-36-0 16-79-] 23-235-2 33-183-2 85-533-5 
Oh.St. Mich. Purdue Wise. 

24-84-0) 19-99-] 24-126-1 20-145-0 87-454-2 
Syrac. Purdue lowa Penn St. 

13-46-0 26-141-1 7-24-0 30-126-0 76-337-1 
Syrac. 
Zereoue| 6-7 1-() 


Total 
Green 


Wims, 6.3 133.3 


Banks §.2 113.5 


Dayne 44 843 


16-71-0 44 71.0 
@ Quarterback Scott Frost...had yet another banner day against Texas 
A&M. He completed 12 of 18 passes for a season-high 201 yards (10- 
11 in first half for 176 yards), no interceptions. no TD passes. Frost also 
rushed 15 times for 79 yards and had two TD runs, the game opener on 
a six-yard run, and a two-yard run to give NU a 37-3 edge at halfilime. 
(Frost scored easily on the second run despite the fact that Nebraska 
only had 10 men on the field. It was Frost’s second 200-yard passing 
pame at NU (had a career-best 254 vs. Kansas in 1996). Frost has rushed 
for 50 yards or more in every game this year and more than 70 in 10 
games, including the last four. Frost’s two-yard TD run was sel up by 
his own 51-yard pass to true freshman Matt Davison. The 51-yarder 
was a season long for Frost and Davison and tied Frost's career best. 
Perhaps Scott's play-ol-the-day though was a devastating block on CB 


reverse. On Frost, Coach Slocum said, “/Ye sa tough football player: 
He § a big strong guy making the right decisions, He demonstrated a lot 
of courage. | really admire the way he played. He's a reckless big tough 
guy who doesn’? mind getting it upfield, Hes a running back playing 
quarterback. ” 

On the season...Frost's 19 rushing TDs tied the old NCAA quarter- 
back record of 19. which was broken by Navy’s Chris McCoy this 
season (20). Although picked as the second and third-team quarterback 
by the AP and coaches, respectively, Frost is the first quarterback at 
Nebraska, second in the Big 12 (also Darian Hagan of Colorado) and 10th 
all time in Division I-A (11 times) to rush (1.095) and pass (1,237) for 
1,000 yards in a season. (Chris McCoy of Navy also accomplished a 


| double 1.000 this season). Frost was named the Chevrolet/ABC Player- 


of-the-Game for the fourth time this season. He ranked 37th nationally 
among all rushers, second among quarterbacks, and fifth overall in the Big 
12. His 6.2 yards per carry ranked seventh nationally and first among 
quarterbacks. Frost has NU season rushing records for TDs rushing by 
a QB with 19 (Tommie Frazier had 14 in 1995): rushing yards by a QB 
with 1,095 (Gerry Gdowski had 925 in 1989); and rushing attempts by 
a QB with 176 (Steve Taylor had 157 in 1988). Frost averaged 9.5 
points per game to rank third in the Big 12 and 17th nationally (second 
among quarterbacks). He completed 88 of 159 passes for 1,237 yards 
and five TDs passing with just four interceptions on the year. In total 
offense, Frost had 2,332 yards on the season, just one yard short of Jerry 
Tagge's school-record 2,333 total offense yards in 1971, Frost threw just 
four interceptions in 12 games (seven in two years); and was sacked just 
four times for 26 yards lost. 

In his two-year career...Frost completed 192-359 passes for 2,677 
yards in his career for 18 TDs with just seven interceptions. He ranks 
seventh on the NU all-time passing chart, He rushed 302 times for 1,533 
yards and 27 TDs. His rushing yards rank 27th on the NU all-time 
rushing list, Frost has 4,210 carcer total offense yards to rank seventh all 
time. Frost is one of two Huskers in the top 10 in passing and total 
offense yards who has played less than three years (also Vince Ferragamo). 
Frost led Nebraska to a 12-0 record in 1997, 23-2 in two years and kept 
Nebraska ranked among the nation’s top 10 every week (and no lower 
than eighth), 


@ Two 1,000-yard rushers...With Green (1,877) and Frost (1.095) 
both posting 1.000-yard seasons, it marks only the second time in Husker 
history that Nebraska has had two 1,000-yard rushers, The only other 
time was when Calvin Jones (1.210) and Derek Brown (1,011) both 
topped 1.000 yards in the 1992 season. Fullback Joe! Makovicka also 
rushed 105 times for 685 yards and nine TDs. On the ground, this three- 
headed rushing monster has 559 carries, 3,657 yards, 50 TDs to average 
304.8 yards per game and 6.5 yards per carry. Green and Makovicka 
have a season of eligibility remaining. 


@ Junior Place-Kicker Kris Brown...hit three-straight field goals in 
the first quarter and four in the game against Texas A&M. After NU 
scored on its first possession, Brown hit on field goals of 27 yards, 26 
yards and 31 yards. The four made extended his school record of con- 
secutive field goals made to 16. It marked the second time this year (also 
vs. Texas Tech) that Brown has had three-or-more field goals in a game 
and the sixth time in his career. His fourth field goal was a 44-yarder in 
the third quarter, marking the second time in his career he has hit on four. 
Brown was 4-5 vs, Kansas State in 1996. Brown was 4-5 on field goals 
of 40 or more yards this year, 6-11 in his career. Last year in the Big 12 
game, Brown hit on two field goals, including a career-best 5 1-yarder. 
On the season...Brown’s 18 field goals in the season betters Gregg 
Barrios’ school record of 14 in 1990; and his 116 points this season 
breaks his own school record for points by a kicker, as he had 97 as a true 
freshman. Brown bettered the old school record (102) for most points in 
a season by a junior, but trails junior teammate Ahman Green's 132 this 
year. Brown also set season records for most PATs with 62 (60 by Rich 
Sanger in 197] on 64 attempts) and most PATS no misses hitting all of his 
62 attempts. He is just the fifth Husker to not have any misses in a 


Shun Horn to allow Bobby Newcombe a 25-yard gain on a first-quarter 
[2] 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl...NU'sN CAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Game 


In Osborne’s 25 Years ( 1973-97) 
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season. Brown kicked 54 (61 percent) of his 88 kickoffs into (or out of) the end zone, and 46 (52 
percent) were notreturned, His 46-yard field goal against Colorado with :20 in the third quarter 
gave NU a 27-10 lead and was a season long, but he has hit two over 50 in his career. Coach Tom 
Osborne said, “One of the most amazing things about Kris Brown is his kickoffs. He usually 
boots them out of the end zone, and not allowing opponents to return the kick is a big plus." 
Brown ranked 13th nationally in scoring (9.67 ppg) and seventh in field goals per game (1.5). In 
his three-year career,..Brown owns nearly every career kicking record, including points by 
kicking (299, second all time behind Mike Rozier's 312); FGM (43); FGA (56), PAT’s made 
(170). and PAT attempts (174). Counting the 11 PATs he made at the end of last season, Brown 
has now made 73 ina row (school record is 83). 


@ All-American Defensive Tackle Jason Peter left the Texas A&M game with 8:53 remain- 
ing in the second quarter with back spasms, but not before he set the tone for the defense. Peter 
had a five-yard sack on the Aggies’ first play of the game, a break up at the line of scrimmage on 
their second series and helped the Huskers hold A&M to three and out (or better, interception on 
fourth drive) on their first five drives of the game. He also played with the same excruciating pain 
against Colorado on Noy. 28, This is not the first time that Peter has played through an injury. 
Against Texas Tech last season, Peter broke his hand, but still had two tackles and forced a 
fumble. He refused to miss any games and played the rest of the season, including the next game 
a week later, with a cast. Team doctors say Peter's injury is not serious, and with rest, he should 
be fine by bowl time. 


® In addition to Peter, five other Huskers recorded sacks in the A&M game. Chad Kelsay (nine 
yards), Tony Ortiz (six yards), Joe Walker (eight yards), Mike Rucker (six yards) and Kyle 
Vanden Bosch (four yards) gave NU a season-high six sacks (for 38 yards lost) in the game. 
That marked the seventh consecutive game that the Husker Blackshirts have had at least three 
sacks in the game. Mike Brown led the team with six tackles, including one for a loss. He had 
an interception (26 yard return) and a breakup and was Nebraska's defensive player-of-the- 
game. All-American Grant Wistrom had two pass breakups in the game (one on A&M's two- 
point conversion which failed), two tackles and one hurry, but no sacks and finished three short 
of the school career record (29.5-196 by Trev Alberts, OLB, 1990-93), On the season, NU has 
applied 44 sacks for 3.13 yards lost, while NU has given up just 4-26, none in the last five games. 
Wistrom owns the school record for tackles for loss with 58.5-260. Peter and Wistrom, both 
first-team All-Americans and projected first-round draft picks, have a combined 109 tackles on 
the season and rank third and fourth, respectively, on the team in tackles. They haye combined 
for 32 tackles for 140 yards in losses and 15 sacks (led by Wistrom’s 17-79 and 8.5-68). 


® True Freshman Bobby Newcombe dazzled again, Newcombe made a huge impaet in the 
first half with a 25-yard run on a reverse, a 26-yard reception from Frost and a 40-yard punt 
return, All of which helped lead to Husker scores, He totaled more than 100 yards in the first 
quarter and had 108 in the game, Newcombe is fourth on the team in all-purpose yards with 156 
rushing, 173 receiving, 244 on punt returns and 16 on kickoff returns for 589 total (49.1 yards 
per game). 


@ Turnovers...Nebraska 4 (fumbles), Texas A&M 2 (interceptions) ...Nebraska’s Ralph Brown 
intercepted Branndon Stewart (rush by Octayious McFarlin) on A&M’s fourth drive of the 
first half, It was Brown’s second this season and sixth of his career. NU converted the turnover 
into.a Kris Brown 31-yard field goal. Mike Brown recorded his second interception this season 
with 8:52 remaining in the third quarter and had a season-best 21-yard return. Kris Brown 
converted that turnover into a 44-yard field goal. A&M recovered a fumble at the NU 45 yard 


line in the third, and another at their own 48 late in the third, but did not convert on either one. 


A&M scored ona fumble return from Nebraska's third team offense with 3:38 remaining. A&M 
did not convert the onside kick they recovered after the fumble return TD. The two intercep- 
tions marked the fourth time this season NU has had two, also vs. Kansas State, lowa State and 
Colorado. On the season, NU has picked off 12 passes compared to its opponents’ four. 


@ Firsts... Tight end T.J. DeBates caught his first-ever reception, seven yards to the A&M 1- 
yard line. Green scored one play later to give NU a 30-3 lead. Wingback Lance Brown recorded 
his first pass breakup, when at the end of the third quarter. A&M faked a punt, Brown was the 
"safe" back on coverage, and cutting across the field, Brown broke up the long bomb near the end 
zone, Brown also had a 27-yard reception and a 21-yard kickoff return on an onside kick. 


® Totals...Nebraska rushed for 300 or more yards in every game this year and had 335 (season 
low) against Texas A&M. NU totaled more than 500 yards (536 vs. A&M) in seven games this 
season, NU held A&M to 13 yards rushing, a best by the NU defense this year and marked the 
10th opponent this year to be held to less than 100 yards (fifth less than 50), 


Huskers Post 254 Winsin 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record | 13 | 


@ Fullback Joel Makovicka...Makovickahad seven carries for 17 yards | enced senior who had started all but one game at free safety. Warfield 
against Texas A&M. He also caught two passes for 31 yards. On the | was seventh on the team with 52 tackles, had two interceptions and four 


season. he had 685 yards on 105 carries, and was not thrown for a loss, 
he added nine TDs. Coach Tom Osborne said, ‘Joe! Makovicka is 
probably the best fullback we ‘ve had here at Nebraska, with the passible 


exception of Tom Rathman, and he was pretty good.” Makovickaaveraged | 


6.5 yards per carry and 57.1 per game. His 685 yards on the season rank 
fourth among Husker fullbacks (just 32 yards short of second), while his 
nine TDs are tops, He is just 1] yards short of rushing for 1,000 in his 
three-year career, with 989 yards on 150 carries for a school-best 6.59 
yards per carry average. He is just one career TD short of the fullback 
record of 12. The junior has another year remaining. and in addition to 
becoming just the eighth fullback in Husker football history to rush for 
1,000 in acareer, Makovicka could easily move into the top three all ime 
with another 600-yard season. He passed his older brother Jeffs four- 
year total of 902 yards at fullback (1992-95) with 27 against Lowa State. 
He has had two 100-yard rushing games this year with 129 vs. Washington 
and 101 and an NU fullback record three TDs vs. Oklahoma, Joel now 
ranks 45th on the NU rushing chart and eighth among fullbacks. Jeffand 
Joel were both walk-ons at NU. Among the nation’s fullback leaders, 


Makovicka finished third behind Rice's Benji Wood's 936 and Air Force's | 


Charles Gilliam's 741 yards with 685, but led the nation with 6,5 yards 
percarry. Hisnine TDsranked second, and his 60.7 yards per game ranked 
fifth. 


A Look at the Defense 


@ A look at the Defensive Numbers.,.NU ranked among the nation’s 


top 12 in three of four defensive categories, including rush defense (third, | 


73.4). total defense (fifth, 257.3) and scoring defense (12th, 16.4 ppg). 


Best Days...The Husker Blackshirts held Texas A&M to 13 net yards | 


rushing. A&M entered the game ranked [Jth nationally in rushing 
averaging 222.9 ypg. The previous low was when NU held Texas Tech 
to 17 yards rushing vs. NU. The Huskers have held three opponents this 
year to less than 25 (KU had 21), Kansas’ 27 passing yards on Oct. 25 
was the lowest since Jowa State threw for 26 (3-4) in a 19-10 win over 
Nebraska in 1992. The Jayhawks’ 48 yards of total offense on 48 attempts 
was the least by an NU opponent this year, the fifth lowest all time, and 
the lowest output against the Huskers in 33 years since Kansas State had 
35 in 1964, The 48 yards by Kansas marked the first time NU has held 
an opponent to less than 100 total offense yards since the K-State game 
last year (86). Nebraska held three consecutive opponents to less than 200 
total yards (TTU had 127, KU 48 and OU 154), marking the first time 
NU has accomplished that feat since 1990 (Minnesota 106, Oregon State 


133, Kansas State 159), The defense has held seven of its 12 opponents _ 


to 260 yards or less. Only two opponents (Baylor and Missouri) have 
rushed for more than 100 yards in a game (137 and 153. respectively). 


Oklahoma’s Sean Littrell had 88 yards rushing against NU, the most this | 


season, 


@ Young Defense Grows Up...Only three starters returned for the 
defense that made a statement, and ranked among the nation’s top 12 in 
three categories. Peter, Wistrom and Ralph Brown, who started every 
game in 1996 as a true freshman, were the only three returning starters, 
although Mike linebacker Jay Foreman, a junior, started every game as 
a freshman. Foreman was second on the team in tackles with 60 and had 
five tackles for loss. The secondary is still young with one senior starter. 
two true sophomores and one freshman. They have taken their bumps 
and bruises, but have matured quickly. Ralph Brown leads the team in 
breakups with nine and has 21 in his career, bettering the Husker career 
record (19 by Barron Miles, 1992-94). Joining Ralph Brown is sopho- 
more Mike Brown at rover. Mike played in every game at corner last 
year, but moved to rover in spring ball and led the team in tackles with 77 
and had four breakups. Sophomore Jerome Peterson started the first 
three games at left corner, before giving way to true freshman Erwin 
Swiney, a Lincoln native. Swiney had 24 tackles, four breakups, two 
interceptions and two fumbles recovered. Eric Warfield is an experi- 


breakups. At linebacker NU had three starting positions open as well. 
Brian Shaw started the first nine games at SLB, and Tony Ortiz started 
the last three. Ortiz and Shaw each had five tackles for loss. Foreman 
starts at MLB and Octavious McFarlin, moved from rover to WLB. 
McFarlin waas fifth on the team with 50 tackles, Mike Rucker alter- 
nates with Kelsay opposite Wistrom at rush end, and even though he 
only started one game this season, Rucker tied for second on the team 
with 15 tackles for loss and 7.5 sacks for 50 yards in losses. Jason 
Wiltz joins Peter on the line and had 34 tackles, including five TFL. 


@ Defense On Four-Year Roll Against the Rush 

For the fourth consecutive year, the Husker defense allowed oppo- 
nents less than 85 yards rushing per game. Steadily improving each year, 
the Husker "D" has posted four of the school’s top six averages, allowing 
79,3 ypg in 1994, 78.4 ypg in 1995 (back-to-back national championship 
teams), 83.8 ypg in 1996 and an average of 73.4 ypg in 1997. This year’s 
average is second best all time and ranks third nationally. Nebraska has 
never led the nation in rushing defense, but has ranked among the top five 
in each of the last four years. This season, NU’s 73.4 ypg allowed rank 
behind Florida State’s 51.9, and Florida’s 70.7. Since 1946, the Nebraska 
defense has allowed 100 or fewer rushing yards per game over the course 
of the season just 12 times. the first of which was 1963. The school record 
of 67.5 yards allowed, was recorded in 1967. 

NU Rushing Defenses (Under 100 ypg) 


Year: YPG National Rank 
1967 675 4 
1997 73.4 3 
1995 784 2 
1984 78.8 4 
1994 79.3 4 
1996 83.8 5 
1971 85.9 2 
1980 88.0 3 
1979 93.1, 2 
1986 956 9 
1966 99.7 — 
1963 99.9 I] 


@ First Downs...Nebraska opponents picked up only 57 first downs in 
12 games by rush, 4.8 per game compared to Nebraska’s 243. 20.3 per 
game. Overall, Nebraska had a 312-156 edge in first downs. 


@ On Third Down...Nebraska converted 10-16 third downs vs. A&M 
and Colorado and a season-best 13-17 vs, Missouri. On the season. 
Nebraska held its opponents to 41-165 on third down (25 percent), 
while NU converted 54 percent of its third-down attempts (95-176). 


@ Defense Against the Big Play...On the season, Nebraska's oppo- 
nents gained 40 percent (1,249 yards) of their total offense on 31 plays 
of 25 or more. The other 686 plays by opponents went 1,839 yards to 
average just 2.7 yards per play. If you take out the long plays, NU 
opponents average 57,5 yards rushing per game (instead of 73.4) and 
95.8 passing (instead of 183.9) and 153.3 total (instead of 257.3). 


Charting the Husker Offense 


@ A Look at the Offensive Numbers...NU had a season-best 473 
rushing yards vs. lowa State (one yard more than previous best 472 
against Akron) and a low of 335 vs. Texas A&M. At the same time. NU 
had a team-best 201 in passing. In total offense, NU's best was 644 ys. 
Akron, and a low of 415 ys. Kansas. NU rushed for 400 or more yards 
in five games and had 500 or more yards in total offense in five games this 
season, including four of the last five. NU monopolized the clock with 
its rushing game, averaging 32:48 in possession time, and 78.1 plays per 
game (opponents average 27:12 and 59.8 plays). Five times this season 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl...N U's NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Game 


@ NCAA Diy. I-A Teams With 15-Plus 
Current Consecutive Winning Seasons 


Winning 9-Win 

Team: Seasons: Seasons: 
I, Nebraska 36 29 
2. Florida State 21 Il 
Washington 2) -- 

4, Florida 17 7 


(Note: Nebraska's 36-year win streak is third 
all-time behind Notre Dame (42, 1889-1932) 
and Alabama (38, 1911-50). 


Huskers Lead Nation in Academic Honors 


@ Nebraska leads the nation in all sports and in | 


football first-team GTE/CoSIDA Academic All- 
Americans with 89 and 52, respectively (46 under 
Coach Tom Osborne). 

@ Across all teams and all sports, NU leads the 
nation with 154 first-, second- and third-team 
Academic All-Americans. 

@ Nebraska has produced 52 first-team football 
GTE Academic All-America honorees. 

@ Nine of Osborne's Cornhuskers, including 1997 
winner Grant Wistrom. have received the NCAA's 
highest honor for student-athletes--selection as one 


of" Today's Top Six/Eight." That'sthe most forany | 


individual sports program in the country and more 
than halfofNU'snation-leading 13 total selections. 


First-Team Academie All-Big 12 Winners 
Dan Alexander, Fr., General Studies 

Eric Anderson, Sr., Construction Management 
Kris Brown, Jr., Education 

Lance Brown. Jr, Management** 

Mike Brown, So.. General Studies 

TJ. Debates. So.. Forestry, Fisheries & Wildlife 
Scott Frost, Sr.. Finance** 

Maiti Hoskinson. Sr.. English 

Adam Julch, So., General Studies 

Chad Kelsay, Jr, Finance** 

JeffLake, Sr., Civil Engineering** 

Billy Legate, Jr., Pre-Education** 

Joe] Makovicka, Jr., Biological Sciences** 

Ted Retzlaff, Sr., Agribusiness 

Brian Shaw+, So., Animal Science** 

Travis Toline, Jr., Mechanical Engineering 
Grant Wistrom, Sr., Biological Sciences*** 

| Jon Zatechka, Sr., Foresiry, Fish. & Wildlife** 
+4.0 GPA, **two-time winner, ***three-time 


@ 1998 Nebraska Football Schedule 


Sept. 5 vcs Alabama-Birmingham 
Sept, 12) cisrsee at California 

Sept. 26 .......... . Washington 

Oct. 3 at Oklahoma State # 


Oct. 10 «. at Texas A&M # 
Oct. 17 Kansas # 

Cet. 24 icsceavsiess Missouri # 

CIEE! SL Gieaicscraices Texas # 

Nov. 7 v..jess--:-. al lowa State # 
Nov. 14... at Kansas State # 


Colorado # 


NU had 80 or more offensive plays. with a high of 85 vs. Missouri (overtime game) and Texas 
A&M. Ten ol! NU’s 12 opponents ran 66 or less plays, six with 60 or less, and two with less 
than 50 total plays (high of 72 by lowa State). The Texas Tech (46) and Kansas (48) games 
marked the first time NU held back-to-back opponents to less than 50 plays since play totals 
were available beginning with the 1981 season. 


@ Husker Offensive Line Leads the Huskers...Nebraska’s offensive line gelled quickly this 
season. Three of live starters returned and the emergence of center Josh Heskew allowed last 
year’s center Aaron Taylor to move back to his preferred position, left guard. By moving 
back to the position where he started every game in 1995, Taylor became the first Husker to 
earn All-America honors at two positions. He was a consensus All-American guard and 
| became Nebraska's third Outland Trophy winner of the 1990s (Will Shields, 1992, Zach 

Wiegert. 1994). Three native Nebraskans LT Fred Pollack (Omaha) RT Eric Anderson 
_ (Lincoln), and RG Jon Zatechka (Lincoln) round out the starting five, while Matt Hoskinson 
_ (Batile Creek, Neb.) is like a starter at all three middle positions, seeing equal playing time in 
relief of all three positions, from right to lefi. The O-Line has allowed just four sacks this 
season (none in the last five games) and has been called for a total of 13 penalties in 11 games. 
NU has lost just 212 yards rushing in 755 tries (0.28 per carry) and has a net of 4.711. a figure 
Which is more than double that of six of the Big 12 schools. Taylor, winner of the Outland and 
a semifinalist for the Lombardi, led the team in “pancakes” (knock-down blocks) per game with 


| 136 in 12 games (11.33) including double-figure “cakes in nine games (career-high 19 ys. 
| Colorado), Hoskinson was right on his heals with 124 (10.33). 


@ Receivers Do More Than Catch,..With Nebraska averaging 6.2 yards per carry, NU 
didn’t have to pass much, Although NU ranked 104th in passing yards per game (121.1), Frost 
and company were extremely efficient. Prost completed 55.3 percent of his passes and had 
just four interceptions on the year (none in the last three games). Seventeen different Huskers 
caught passes this season and five had 10 or more. Kenny Cheatham led the team with 14 for 
19] yards, Ahman Green had 14-105, Lance Brown was third with 12-226. Brown was also 
the best perimeter blocker among the wideouts with 38 “knockdowns,” two “stones” (a 
devastating block) and 11 “blazers” (blocks that produce touchdowns). Jeff Lake had four 
catches for 40 yards, 27 knockdowns, three stones and 16 blazers to lead the split ends. Tight 
ends Tim Carpenter, Sheldon Jackson and Vershan Jackson are virtually interchangeable. 
Sheldon had 11-189-2, 80 knockdowns and 21 blazers; Vershan had 4-72-0 with 102 knockdowns, 
24 blazers and four stones and Carpenter had 92 knockdowns, 17 blazers and three stones. 
Three true freshmen had receptions. including SE Matt Davison (11-232-1). WB Bobby 
Newcombe (7-173-1) and IB Correll Buckhalter (3-6-0). 


Injury Update 

l-back DeAngelo Evans had surgery in July to repair a pelvic muscle. He had additional 
surgery to remove scar tissue around his adductor muscle on Oct. 29. Evans hada redshirt year 
available, and did not play this season. Defensive tackle Luis Almanzar had the same surgery 
on Sept. 1 | and missed the remaining regular season games. Three are done for the year with 
ACL knee injuries. All three were non-contact injuries. Split end John Gibson (off-week 
scrimmage), rush end Brandon Wardyn (practice) and tight end Chad Kobus (practice). 
Wingback Sean Wieting did not return afier dislocating a kneecap in the first game. 


Huskers Honored for Perfect Season 

The Huskers consistently had three names appear on the All-America teams this season, 
defensive tackle Jason Peter, rush end Grant Wistrom and offensive guard Aaron Taylor. I- 
back Ahman Green earned second-team honors and several other Huskers were up for awards. 
‘Two major trophies found their way back to Lincoln as Wistrom won the Lombardi and Taylor 
won the Outland, Nebraska has won more Outland Trophies (eight) than any other school and 
ranks second only to Ohio State (five) in Lombardi Awards with four. Nebraska is the only school 
to wina Lombardi in each of the last three decades. The double-award winners marked the fourth 
lime that Nebraska has won both the Lombardi and the Outland in the same season (also 1972 
when Rich Glover won both; 1982 when Dave Rimington won both; and 1983 when Dean 
Steinkuhler won both), This marks the second time that a schoo! has swept the awards with 
two different players (first for Nebraska, also Pittsburgh in 1980), 

@ Rush End Grant Wistrom isa two-time first-team All-American and a two-time GTE/ 
CoSIDA Academic All-American. Wistromreceived a National Football Foundation and College 
Hall of Fame $18,000 postgraduate scholarship in New York on Tuesday, Dec. 9, traveled to 
Houston and won the Lombardi on Dec. 10. and was present at the ESPN Awards Show on Dec. 
[1 asa member of the AFCA All-America team. Wistrom was a semifinalist for the Football 
News defensive award this season and a finalist for the Bronko Nagurski Defensive Player-of- 
the-Year Award. In addition to being in contention for numerous college awards, Wistrom is a 


repeat Big 12 Defensive Player-of-the-Y car and a top prospect for the NFL, Draft. In the Oct. 
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20 issue of The Sporting News, Wistrom was listed as the top NFL 
defensive end prospect for the 1998 draft, Academically, Wistrom is 
Nebraska's 13th NCAA Top Eight Award winner, the ninth under 
Osborne. On the season...Despite being double and triple teamed, 
Wistrom had 51 tackles (28 solo), He was first on the team in tackles for 
loss with 17-79.and in sacks with §.5-58, He led the team in QB hurries 
with 25 and is NU’s career record 
holder in tackles for loss (58,5), He 
had three breakups, three forced 
fumbles and recovered one. 

# Offensive Guard Aaron Tay- 
lor moved from center back to his 
1995 position (lefi guard) where he 
started every game this year. A 
gifted athlete, Taylor is the first 
Husker to be named an All-Ameri- 
can at two positions (center in 1996 
and lefi guard in 1997). A consensus 
first-team 1997 All-American. Tay~ 
lor is Nebraska's eighth Outland 
Trophy winner. Taylor and 
Wistrom were two of 12 semifinal- 
ists named Sept. 28 for the 1997 
Lombardi Award (Nebraska and 
Washington were the only two 
schools with two players named to 
the list, and Nebraska was the only 
school in the Big 12 with any semi- 
finalists). Taylor and Peter were 
two of three finalists for the Out- 
land Trophy Award, Taylor is one 
of three returning starters on the Husker offensive line and helped lead NU 
to the 1997 rushing title (392.6 ypg). On the Season: Taylor had |2 
starts and 136 “pancakes” (knock-down blocks), averaging a team-best 
11.33 per game. He had a career-best 19 vs. Colorado, 

# Quarterback Scott Frost was one of five finalists for the Johnny 
Unitas Golden Arm Award presented annually by the Johnny Unitas 
Golden Arm Educational Foundation, Inc., and Kentucky Chapter of The 
National Football Foundation and Hall of Fame, Inc, (Peyton Manning 
won). Frost waas also one of 14 nominees forthe Davey O’Brien National 
Quarterback Award. Frost was also a second-team GTE/CoSIDA 
Academic All-American and graduated on Dec. 20. On the season,..Frost 


All-Americans in 1997, 


rushed and passed for 1,000 yards, one ofjust 10 quarterbacks in Division | 


I-A history to do so. He ranked 37th nationally in rushing averaging 91.3 
yards per game, the second best average for any quarterback this season, 
His 6.2 yards per carry was sixth best in the nation and first among 
quarterbacks, An extremely poised and intelligent athlete, Frost led the 
Huskers on a 67-yard march in 62 seconds completing five passes for the 
game-tying TD with no timeouts remaining at Missouri. He had three 100- 


| yard rushing days and five 100-yard passing days this season. 


@ I-back Ahman Green ranked second nationally in rushing (156.4) 
and in average per carry (6.96). Ile was a Heisman Trophy candidate and 
one of three finalists for the 1997 Doak Walker Award (Ricky Williams 
won). He was also one of 15 semifinalists for the Football News Offensive 
Player-of-the-Y ear Award, On the Season...Green rushed for 100 yards 
or more in all but the first contest when he had 99 on just nine carries. He 
had 1,877 yards and 22 TDs rushing and ranks second all time at NU in 
rushing with 3,880 yards, 

@ Defensive Tackle Jason Peter put up impressive numbers. 
especially considering he is on the interior line of a 4-3 defense. A first- 
team All-American anda finalist for the Outland Trophy, Peter isthe main 
reason NU ranked third against the rush and didn’t give opponents much 
room to throw. Peter and Wistrom were finalists forthe Bronko Nagurski 
Defensive Player-ol-the-Year Award. Peter was also listed by The 
Sporting News in the Oct. 27 issue as the No. | defensive tackle prospect 
for the 1998 NFL draft. On the season...Peter finished third on the team 


Ea 60 tackles, including 15-61 TFL, seven sacks, four breakups, two 


Jason Peter, Aaron Taylor and Grant Wistrom were all first-team 


fumbles recovered, one caused, and 22 QB hurries. 

@ Six Huskers Earn First-Team All-Big 12 Honors...On the coaches 
ballots, six Huskers earned first-team All-Big 12 honors by the AP and the 
coaches, including: DT Jason Peter, RE Grant Wistrom, CB Ralph 
Brown. OT Eric Anderson, OG Aaron Taylor, and IB Ahman Green. 


Wistrom was named the Defensive Player-of-the-Year for the second | 


consecutive year by both AP and 
the coaches. 


Husker Notes 
NU Extends School 
Record With 42 Straight 


Home Wins 

NU'scurrent42-game home win- 
ning streak is the nation's longest, 
and ranks in a tie for fifth all time 
with Texas (1968-76). Itisaschool 
record, bettering Nebraska's streak 
of 33 from 1901-1906 (which is 
tied for the nation’s | |th-longest 
streak). In the 42-game stretch, 
Nebraska has defeated nine ranked 
teams, has outscored its 42 oppo- 
nents by acumulative score of 2,061 
(49.1) to 596 (14.2) and has scored 
38 or more points 34 times. Miami 
holds the NCAA record with 58 
consecutive home wins from 1985 
to 1994, The last team to defeat the 
Huskers at home is Washington, which defeated NU, 36-21, in 1991 on 
its Way to a national title. 


Associated Press Poll Record Streak Hits 274 
Nebraska extended its AP Poll record to 274 consecutive weeks (every 
weekly AP Poll since Oct, 17, 1981). Nebraska began the season ranked 
| sixth, dropped to seventh after the Central Florida game, moved up to third 


11, then moved to No, I on Oct. 19 after Penn State defeated Minnesota. 
16-15 at home, and NU shut out Texas Tech, 29-0. Nebraska was first 
for three games/weeks, but dropped to third after the overtime win at 
Missouri, when Michigan defeated Penn State (34-8) and Florida State 
defeated North Carolina (20-3), NU moved back up to second on Noy. 
| 23 after FSU got beat by Florida. Nebraska has been ranked in the top 10 
of every AP Poll since the 1993 preseason poll, 86 conseculive weeks 
(ranks first nationally), Nebraska was ranked No. | by AP eight weeks 
in 1994, sevenin 1995, the first five weeks in 1996, and three weeks in 1997 
for atotal of 61 times in the history of the poll, which began in 1936, Before 
this season, the Huskers were last ranked No. | for 12 consecutive weeks 
spanning the 1995-96 season (Oct. 29, 1995 afier 44-21 win over No. 7 
Colorado, until Sept. 22, 1996 afier 0-19 loss to Arizona State), Afiera 
14-week hiatus, NU returned to No. 1 on Oct. 19, 1997, where it has been 
for at least a couple of weeks in each of the past five seasons (1993-97). 
In 1993, NU was No, | by the coaches for three weeks, but never higher 
than No, 2 in AP, but in cach of the last four years, NU has been No. | 
by AP in at least two weeks, Itstwo streaks of 15 consecutive weeks being 
ranked No. | (1970-72. and entire 1983 season) still rank in a tie for third. 
The Huskers have played in 47 gamesas the No, | AP team (40-6-1). NU's 
No. 6 preseason AP ranking marked the 22nd time under Osborne that NU 
opened the season in the top 10. NU's No. | preseason ranking in 1996 
was the Huskers' highest since a No. | preseason ranking in 1983. Nebraska 
also opened the season as No. | in 1965, 1972 and 1976. Nebraska has 
been in 448 ofthe last 451 AP polls since 1969 (396 of 399 under Osborne 
since 1973), missing one week in 1977 and two in 1981. Nebraska is also 
the nation's most successful program based on rankings, scoring 311 
| points to outdistance second-place Alabama's 259 points. 
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after the Washington win, moved to No, 2 when Florida lost to LSU Oct. | 


Injuries which have kept Husker | 


players out of 1997 game action 
Akron (Aug. 30): 
IB DeAngelo Evans -- pelvic injury* 
1B Dan Alexander -- knee 
IB Jay Sims -- knee 
FB Willie Miller -- shoulder 
FS Clint Finley -- dislocated elbow 
QB Monte Christo -- back 
Central Florida (Sept. 13): 
FS Clint Finley -- dislocated elbow 
DT Luis Almanzar -- pelvic injury* 
SE John Gibson -- torn ACL* 
WB Sean Wieting—dislocated kneecap* 
RE Brandon Wardyn -- torn ACL* 
TE Chad Kobus -- torn ACL* 
Washington (Sept. 20): 
None 
Kansas State (Oct. 4): 
None 
Baylor (Oct. 11): 
CB Jerome Peterson -- hamstring pull 
IB Dan Alexander — hamstring pull 
Texas Tech (Oct. 18): 
None 
Kansas (Oct. 25); 
SE Kenny Cheatham--quad pull 
Oklahoma (Nov. 1): 
| IB Jay Sims—sore knee 
Missouri (Noy. 8): 
IB Jay Sims—sore knee 
CB Brandon Harrison--shoulder 
lowa State (Nov. 15): 
None 
Colorado (Novy. 28): 
None 
Texas A&M (Dec. 6): 
Kenny Cheatham, SE, quad pull 
*aut for the remainder of season 


Husker Rushing Facts 
@ Nebraska is 164-5-0 when rushing for 300 or 
more yards in a game, since 1973 under Osborne. 
@ The Huskers have won 85-straight games when 
rushing for 300-plus yards, and rushed for at least 
300 yards in every game this season. 

@ NU is 84-0 inthe Osborne-era when rushing for 
400 or more yards. 

@ In 1997. Nebraska won its 11th NCAA rushing 
title under Coach Osborne, 13th overall. 

@ inthe 1996 Fiesta Bowl vs. Florida, Nebraska 
set an NCAA bowl rushing record with 524 yards. 


Six to Graduate in December, 1997 
Six Huskers will walk across the stage and earn 
their diplomas on Saturday. Dec. 20, 1997 and will 
play in the Orange Bowl with degree in hand. 
Lance Brown, (Jr.), WB, Management 
Scott Frost, QB, Finance 
Jason Peter, DT, Communication Studies 
Jay Sims, IB, Communication Studies 
Sean Wieting, SE, Business Administration 
Matt Hoskinson, OG/C. English 
Ted Retzlaff, PK, Agribusiness 


NU Continues Unprecedented Winning Tradition 

Nebraska, the nation’s seventh winningest program all time. boasts a 721-292-40 record in 
1,053 games (.704) all time. In the last 28 years, NU is tops, winning 287-5 1-5 foran.844 winning 
percentage (343 games), averaging 10 wins per year. In terms of wins, the Huskers are fifth in 
NCAA Division I-A history with 721. Coach Tom Osborne has carried on where legendary Hall 
of Fame Coach Bob Devaney left off, Devaney and Osborne were the third Division I coaching 
duo to post back-to-back 100-win careers at the same institution (following Penn State's Rip 
Engle and Joe Paterno and Georgia Tech's John Heisman, Bill Alexander and Bobby Dodd), but 
were the first pair to do so in an unbelievable 21 years. Since 1962, Devaney and Osborne have 
acombined 355-69-5 record for an incredible .833 winning percentage (36 years, 429 games). NU 
has won |0-or-more games 19 times in that span (15 of which have come under Osborne), has 
gone undefeated and untied through the regular season seven times, has been in nine national title 
games (counting 1998 Orange Bowl) and has won the championship four times. Since the first 
Nebraska season in 1890, Husker teams have won 11 or more games 10 times (cight under 
Osborne). including 1970 (1 1-0-1), 1971 (13-0-0), 1982 (12-1-0), 1983 (12-1-0), 1988 (11-2- 
0),1993 (1 1-1-0), 1994 (13-0-0), 1995 (12-0-0), 1996 (11-2), 1997 (11-0) and 12 or more games 
six times (five times under Osborne). No one can match Nebraska's current 36-year winning 
season streak, or its 29-year nine-win streak, and by the same token, no other school has averaged 
10 wins per season over the last 25 years, Nebraska's 36 years of winning records is third all 
time behind Notre Dame's 42 (1889-1932) and Alabama's 38 (1911-50). By decade, the Huskers 
were 75-30-1 in the '60s (.712); 98-20-4 in the '70s (.820); 103-20-0 in the '80s (.837) and are 


| 86-1 1-1 in the '90s (.883, 98 games), 


Happy at Home 

Nebraska opened its season at home in 1997 with a 59-14 win against Akron. That win was 
Nebraska's 300th home win in Memorial Stadium, dating back to when it was built in 1923. 
Nebraska has not lost more than one home game in a season under Coach Osborne since a 5-2 
homerecord in 1980. The Huskers are 430-121-20(.771.571 games) in Lincoln, 305-98-13 (.749, 
416 games, 75 years) in Memorial Stadium (since 1923) and 135-15-0(.900, 150 games) athome 
under Coach Osborne. NU is 63-2 at home the last 10 years, losing only to teams who went on 
to win a share of the national championship (Colorado in 1990 and Washington in 1991). Since 
1980, the Huskers are 107-9 at Memorial Stadium, with eight of those losses coming against teams 
that finished in the top six in the final AP poll, Included in that stretch are three of the six longest 
home winning streaks in school history, including the current 42-game streak, a 19-game streak 
from 1988 to 1990 and 21 straight from 1981 to 1984. Since 1986 (12 years), NU is 74-4 in Lincoln, 
with losses only to Colorado, Washington and Oklahoma (twice). Those four teams posted a 
combined mark of 45-3-1 on their respective seasons, Nebraska has not been shut out at home 
since a 12-0 loss to Kansas State in 1968 (185 games). NU has posted 37 unbeaten and untied 
home seasons, including the last six and 13 overall under Osborne. 


Huskers Extend NCAA Best Four-Year Record 


Nebraska posted the most wins of any team in Division | over a four-year period and the best 


| record from 1993-96 (47-3-(0). The four-year span featured a 26-0 run and back-to-back national 


championships in 1994 and 1995. The Huskers improved on that four-year total posting a 48- 
2 record from 1993-97. It's five-year mark is also best in the nation at 59-3, Nebraska is one 
of just seven schools to win back-to-back national championships. Only NU, Alabama and 
Oklahoma have won back-to-back national championships twice and only NU and OU have won 
back-to-back titles with perfect records. NU continues to build on the best record posted in 
the 90s (86-1 1-1.883), as it betters Florida State's 85-1 1-1 record (.881). Nebraska had the best 
record in the ‘80s with a 103-20-0 (.837) mark. 


Nebraska 39-Game Conference Winning Streak 

The Huskers boast a 39-game conference winning streak, including a37-0 mark over the last 
four-plus seasons in conference play. Nebraska's last conference loss was at lowa State on Noy. 
14. 1992. in the Huskers’ ninth game of the season. The 39-game streak is second all-time to 
Oklahoma's 44-game conference winning streak from 1952-59, Nebraska's string is also the 
longest current streak, ahead of Florida State's 18-game streak. NU has won 26 straight league 
games at home, since a 27-12 loss to Colorado on Noy, 3. 1990. In fact. since 1988, NU is 35- 
] at home vs. conference foes and is 78-11 at home under Osborne since his first year in 1973. 
Of Osborne's 11 home conference losses, six have come at the hands of OU, three to Mizzou 
and one each to lowa State and Colorado. 
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In the Consecutive Sellout Streak 

Nebraska's Memorial Stadium boasts an NCAA-record 220 consccu- 
tive sellouts, dating back to Hall of Fame Coach Bob Devaney's first year 
as coach in 1962 (vs. Missouri on Nov, 3), NU is 195-25 during the 220 
sellouts (50-9 under Devaney and 145-16 under Osborne). The mark 
includes a 31-18 record against ranked teams. NU is 4-0 in the four 
milestone sellouts during that period (50th, 100th, 150th and 200th 
sellouts). including a 24-7 win over No, 2 Colorado on Oct. 29, 1994, for 
the 200th sellout. NU's 220 sellouts rank ahead of Notre Dame (126), 
Tennessee (51) and Penn State (34, numbers before 1997 season). 


Against AP Ranked Teams 

Nebraska is 79-84-3 (.485. 166 games) all time vs. ranked opponents 
(60-37-1, .617, 98 games, under Osborne). At home against ranked 
opponents under Osborne, NU is 26-12 (.684, 38 games). on the road, NU 
is 34-25-1 under Osborne. Over the last four-plus seasons, the Huskers 
have gone 18-2 against ranked foes. losing only to No. l-ranked Florida 
State in the 1994 Orange Bowl and to ASU in Tempe in 1996. This season, 
then-No, 7/6 Nebraska defeated then No. 2/3 Washington 27-14 in Seattle, 
defeated No, 17/16 Kansas State, 56-26, in Lincoln and defeated No. 14/ 
14 Texas A&M, 54-15, in the Big 12 Championship in San Antonio, Texas, 


Huskers vs. the Unranked 
The Huskers have lost just 12 of 208 games to unranked opponents 
under Coach Tom Osborne. Last season, Nebraska lost to Texas, who was 


37-27 loss to Texas, NU had not lost to an unranked opponent since lowa 
State upset the Huskers, 19-10. in 1992, In fact, in the last 25 years, 
Osborne's teams have gone 194-] 2-2 (.938. 208 games) against unranked 
opponents and suffered only one loss to a team that finished the season 
below .500. 


Huskers Post Best On-the-Road Record 


The Huskers post the winningest “On-the-Road™ Division I-A record 
(since 1988), Nebraska is 38-6-1 on the road for an ,856 winning 


teams--includes neutral sites). 


Adding up the Points 

The Husker offense has averaged 35 or more points for 12 straight 
years. The Huskers scored at least 35 points in every gamein 1995. innine 
of 13 games last season and in nine of 12 games this year. Nebraska has 
averaged at least 30 points per season since averaging 25,7 in 1977. The 
Huskers have ranked among the nation's top 10 in scoring average for the 
last 20 years (since 1978, including 1998) and finished first in 1997 
averaging 47.1 ppg. Nebraska has won 207 consecutive games when 
scoring 35 or more points, and had scored 35 or more points in 13 straight 
games, before the ASU loss in 1996. NU is 271-1 all time when scoring 
35 or more points, losing only to Oklahoma 49-35 in 1950. Before the ASU 


in the 1992 Orange Bowl. Nebraska has not been shut outat home, since 
KSU did so at Homecoming in 1968. 


It's a Rush 

NU is 164-5 under Coach Osborne when rushing for 300 or more yards 
ina game (since 1973) and has won 86 straight when rushing for 300-plus 
yards since a loss to Michigan in the 1986 Sunkist Fiesta Bowl. when the 
team rushed for 304 yards. Nebraska is 84-0 in the Osborne-era when 
rushing for400 ormore yards. NU's 524 yards vs. Ploridain the 1996 Fiesta 
Bowl setan NCAA bowlrecord forrushing yards. In 1997, Nebraska won 
its 13th NCAA rushing title, averaging 392.6 yards per game (1 thunder 
Osborne, fifth in last seven years). Since 1978, Nebraska has ranked in 
the top four in rushing average every year. NU has had 312. 100-yard 
| rushing performances (245 under Coach Osborne). including 37 games in 


not ranked in the top 25, but had enough votes to rank 27th. Before the | 


percentage. Nebraska is 23-2 away from home since 1993 (9-1 vs. ranked | 


shutout, NU had scored in 50 straight games since a 22-0 Joss to Miami | 


| which there were two or more 100-yard rushers. Four times this season 


NU has had two 100-yvard rushers, Makovickaand Green ys. Washington | 


and Oklahoma: and Green and Frost vs, Kansas and Missouri. The 
Huskers haye had 27. 200-yard rushing performances. most recently 209 
by Ahman Green vs. lowa State and 202 vs. Colorado on consecutive 
weeks, respectively. Three Huskers rushed for more than 100 yards in 
agame once, vs. ASU. 1988. Nebraska would have had three rushers with 
more than 100 each in the Washington game this season, as Green and 


Makovicka had 129 each and Frost had 103 before the last two plays of 


the game when he took a knee to run out the clock and lost six yards. 


Huskers Lead Nation in Academic All-Americans 
Nebraska had an all-time high of 12 candidates submitted to the na- 
tional ballot for GTE/CoSIDA All-America honors this year, Of those, 
six made the All-District VII team and advanced to the national ballot. 
Pive of the six carned All-America status including two-time first-team 
winner Grant Wistrom, Joel Makovicka also earned first-team status, 
while Scott Frost, Chad Kelsay and Jon Zatechka earned second-team 
honors. To qualify, a nominee must be a starter or important reserve with 
legitimate athletic credentials and at leasta 3.20 cumulative GPA, 


NU Nominees for ‘97 Academic All-America: 
@ Kris Brown, Jr, PK, 3.281, education 
@ Lance Brown, Jr, WB, 3.745, management 
@ Mike Brown, So., Rover, 3.222, general studies 
@ Scott Frost, Sr., OB, 3.479, finance (second-team) 
@ Chad Kelsay, RE, 3.614, finance (second-team) 
@ Jeff Lake, Sr. SE, 3.50, civil engineering 
@ Billy Legate. Jr, FB, 3.455, education 
@ Joel Makovicka, Jr., FB, 3.84, biological sciences (first team) 
@ Brian Shaw, So.. SLB. 4.00, animal science 
@ Travis Toline, Jr. RE, 3.642, mechanical engineering 
@ Grant Wistrom, Sr., RE, 3.431, pre-pharmacy (first team) 
@ Jon Zatechka, Sr., OG, 3.548, forestry, fisheries and wildlife 
(second-team) 
(bold indicates those who were named All-District VII nominees) 


Wistrom and Makovicka kept alive a 12-year string when Nebraska 
| has had at least one academic All-American, Nebraska continues to lead 
the nation in first-team football GTE Academic All-Americans with 52. 
14 more than second-place Notre Dame (38). Under Osborne, Nebraska 
has had 46 first-team honorees. The Huskers also lead the conference in 
academic all-conference honors with 201 under Coach Osborne since 
1973, including 18 in 1997. The Nebraska athletic program overall, 
counting all men's and women's sports. leads the nation with 152 first-, 
second- and third-team academic All-Americans (63 more than second- 
place Notre Dame) and is also first with 89 first-team honorees. In 
addition, Coach Osborne's Huskers lead the nation in NCAA Today's 
Top Eight Award winners (nine, including Grant Wistrom), in NCAA 
postgraduate scholarship winners with 27 and in National Football Foun- 
dation and College Hall of Fame Postgraduate Awards (including Wistrom). 


Nebraska Leads Big 12 in Graduation Rates 
For the second consecutive year, the Husker football team posted the 
top graduation rate among Big 12 member schools al 63 percent. 
Nebraska’s four-class (1987-90) graduation rate was 63 percent (71 per- 
cent for Caucasian scholarship student-athletes and 55 percent for Afti- 
can Americans). AJl three figures are higher than the national average for 
| all students (53 percent), all student-athletes (58), all football student- 
athletes (53) and all Division | football student-athletes (54). NU’s rate 
was Six percent higher than second-place Iowa State (57) and led Baylor 
(53) Missouri (52), Texas (52), Oklahoma (47), Texas Tech (44), Colo- 
rado (43), Kansas (41), Kansas State (41), Oklahoma State (41) and 
Texas A&M (35). Nebraska’s student-athlete graduation rate for all 


sports, which includes only those students who completed their eligibil- | 


ity at NU. is an outstanding 86 percent. 
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Husker 100-Yard Rushing Games 
(* indicates career best)... 

Akron -- Scott Frost - 123 

Central Florida -- Ahman Green - 113 
Washington -- Green - 129; Joel Makovicka- 129* 
Kansas State -- Green - 193 

Baylor -- Green - 158 

Texas Tech -- Green - 178 

Kansas -- Green - 123; Scott Frost - 121 
Oklahoma -- Green - 105; Makovicka - 101 
Missouri -- Green - 189: Frost - 141* 

Iowa State -- Green - 209 

Colorado — Green - 202 

Texas A&M -- Green - 179 


(Note: Scott Frost had 103 vs. Washington before 
twa kneel downs torun out the clock brought his total 
baekdown to 97; had 111 gained ys. KU but with 13 
lost had 98 net). 


Husker Blackshirts Shut Down 
Opponents on Third Down 


Nebraska had its best day against Missouri, 
converting 13 of 17 third down attempts, while the 
Blackshirts held Baylor and Kansas toa season low 
I-13 conversions on third down. NU’s opponents 
have converted just 25 percent of third-down plays. 


Game NU Pet. OPP. Pet. 
Akron 7-13 539 2-14.43 
UCF 8-14 571 3-13 .231 
Wash. 8-18 444 2-11 182 
Kansas St. 6-15 A400 34-15 267 
Baylor 8-13 615 1-13 077 
Texas Tech 8-15 533 4-12 333 
Kansas 6-15 400 1-13 .077 
Oklahoma 8-14 571 3-13.23) 
Missouri 13-17 .765 8-16 500 
lowaSt. 7-11 636 8-19 500 
Colorado 6-15 A400 2-11 182 
A&M 10-16 625 3-16 188 
Totals 95-176 .539 41-166 .247 


Nebraska Points Off Turnovers 
Nebraska has turned 16 ofits 24 turnovers gained 

into 88 points this season. NU has picked off 12 

passes this year and has returned one for a score. 


TO's Scores 

Game Gained TDs FG-FGA Pts. 
UA 1 I 0 7 
UCF z 0 0 0 
Wash. 0) 0 0 () 
KSU 3 | | 10 
Baylor 3 2 0) 14 
TTU 0 0 0 0 
Kansas | | 0 7 
Oklahoma 4 2 2 20 
Missouri | 0 0 0 
lowa St. 5 3 0 21 
Colorado 2 0 1 3 
A&M 2 0 2 6 
NU 24 10 6 88 
Opp. 21 7 0 48 


Husker Snippets 

@ Six true freshmen are playing for the Huskers in 1997, including SE Matt Davison, WB Bobby 
Newcombe and IB Correll Buckhalter on offense and LR Kyle Vanden Bosch. CB Erwin 
Swiney and Rover Joe Walker on defense, Swiney earned a starting job at lefi corner the last 
nine games. 

@ In addition to the six freshmen, eight Huskers on the three-deep have not redshirted, They 
are I-back Ahman Green, PK Kris Brown, LR Chad Kelsay, DT Steve Warren, RR Grant 
Wistrom, WLB Octavious McFarlin, Rover Mike Brown, and RCB Ralph Brown. 

@ Under Osborne, Nebraska has had just one season in which the Huskers had anegative turnover 
margin (minus five in 1984), Under Osborne, NU has a cumulative TO margin of plus-164. 
@ Nebraska has seven offensive linemen active in the NPL. They are Aaron Graham (Arizona), 
Will Shields (Kansas City), Rob Zatechka (N.Y. Giants), Brenden Stai (Pittsburgh), Zach 
Wiegert (St. Louis), and 1996 graduates Chris Dishman (Arizona) and Adam Treu (Oakland), 
The first five have all earned starts with their respective teams. Shields and Wiegert were Outland 
Trophy winners for the Huskers (in 1992 and 1994, respectively). 

@ Only three schools can boast having two receivers inthe NFL to top the 500 reception mark. 
Nebraska (Irving Fryar and Roger Craig), Ohio State (Cris Carter and Keith Byars) and Florida 
(Wes Chandler and John L. Williams). In each case, the second player listed was a running back. 
@ Three former walk-ons earned scholarships before the start of the 1997, including junior 
fullbacks Josh Cobb (Wallace, Neb.) and Billy Legate (Clearwater, Neb.) and sophomore 
offensive tackle Jason Schwab (Eagan, Minn.) Of the 88 Huskers listed on the depth chart, 
31 (35 percent) were walk-ons when they first came to Nebraska. Starters who were former walk- 
ons include Joel Makovicka at fullback, Brian Shaw at Sam linebacker, Jeff Lake at split end 
and punter Jesse Kosch, Of the 85 scholarship athletes in 1997, | 1 (13 percent) are former walk- 
ons. including Monte Christo, Josh Cobb, Matt Hoskinson, Ben Kingston, Jesse Kosch, 
Jeff Lake, Billy Legate, Joel Makovicka, Jason Schwab, Brian Shaw and Jay Sims. 

@ Three Huskers Make Sports Illustrated's 1997 Walk-On Team...[n a story released Oct. 
22, written by SI's Ivan Maisel. three Huskers made the 1997 Walk-on Team. They are offensive 
guard/center Matt Hoskinson, fullback Joel Makovicka and linebacker Brian Shaw, Nebraska 
has two other starters who are former walk-ons, including punter Jesse Kosch and split end 
Jeff Lake. 

®@ In 1997. Nebraska's recruiting class included three signees whose brothers play(ed) for 
Nebraska. They are Dion Booker (brother Michael graduated in 1996); Mark Vedral (Jon 
graduated in 1996) and Tracey Wistrom (Grant is a senior this season). In addition, Jamie 
Burrow’s father (Jimmy) played for Nebraska in 1974-75. 

@ Nebraska Assistant Head Coach Frank Solich holds the Orange Bowl record for most return 
yards inagame, with 130 in 1966. Solich will become Nebraska's 26th head coach after the 1998 
Orange Bowl. 

@ The Husker defense has ranked among the nation's top 10 in all four statistical categories four 
times. Three of those were under Defensive Coordinator Charlie McBride, including 1996, The 
Huskers have ranked in the top 13 in all four categories in each of the past three years. This year, 
NU ranked third against the rush (73.4 ypg), fifth in total defense (257.3 ypg). 32nd in pass 
efficiency defense (112.7) and 12th in scoring defense (16.4 ppg). 

@ Jason Peter has followed in his brother Christian's footsteps (1995), earning co-captain 
honors as voted by the team. This marks the third set of brothers who have served as NU captains. 
Others include Zach (1994) and Erik Wiegert (1991) and Andy (1988) and Mike(1983) Keeler, 
‘The Huskers other three captains are OG Aaron Taylor, TE Vershan Jackson, and RE Grant 
Wistrom. 

@ Three of Nebraska's top four fullbacks came from high school programs that did not play with 
1] men ona side. Josh Cobb played six-man football at Wallace High School, while Joel 
Makovicka and Billy Legate played cight-man football at East Butler High School. and 
Clearwater, respectively, 


A Look at the Numbers 


@ Quarterback Drive Efficiency *Total Drives Begun as Starting OB 


OB Drives* Scores TDs FG-FGA Eff. Red Zone 
Frost 137 80 63 17-20 584 60-68 
London 20 | 6 1-1 350 7-9 
Christo 5 2 2 0 400 2-2 
Newcombe | 0 0 0 000 0-1 
Runty 2 0) 0) 0 000 0-0 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record 


@ Nebraska's 1997 Scoring Drives...It took the Huskers an average of 
6.8 plays and 2:39 to score a TD this season, Nebraska had a season-long 
14-play, 66 yard drive against Colorado, which took a season-long 6:52 
(NU also had a 14-play , 90-yard, 6:44 drive vs. OU). Nebraska’s longest 
drive in distance was 99 yards vs. Missouri (10 plays, 4:28). The Huskers” 
shortest drives this year were six one-play drives (one vs. KSU, Baylor 
and OU and three vs. Lowa State), time-wise. NU’s shortest was a one- 
play drive vs. Baylor that took :05 off the clock. Nebraska perfected the 
two-minute drill against Missouri going 67 yards in 10 plays and 62 
seconds to score with no time remaining in regulation. NU won 45-38 in 
overtime. 


Scoring Time Plays 
Game Drives Total Avs. Total Avg. Under5 1-Play 
Akron 9 16:10 1:48 31 Sif 4 0 
UCF 6 20:29 2:45 49 8.2 0 0 
Wash. 5 19:36 3:55 48 9.6 0 0 
Kansas St.8 21:29 2:41 199 re | 8 | 
Baylor 7 10:24 1:29 30 4.3 5 | 
TTU 6 23:04 3:51 52 8.7 | 0 
Kansas 5 13:52 2:44 38 76 0 0 
Oklahoma 11 23:59 2:11 62 5.6 7 ] 
Missouri 7 *21:09 3:32 60 8.6 1 0 
lowa St. II 22:53 1:05 58 5.3 f 3 
Colorado 5 20:25 4:05 47 9.4 1 0 
A&M 10 25:05 2:31 66 66 2 0 
NU 90 *218:35 2:39 612. 68 32 6 
Opp. 29 74:51 2:35 «187 36.4 10 2 


*does not count overtime 


@ Long Season Plays (25 or more yards)...On the season, NU only 
allowed four rushes of 25 or more yards (two by Baylor, one by Mizzou, 
one by Colorado). NU had 68 plays of 25 yards or more compared to 49 
by opponents. Husker Long Plays Opponent Long Plays 


Rush Pass Ret Total RushPassRetTotal 
UA 5 1 3 9 0 2 0 2 
UCF hb & 2 5 0 5 0 5 
Wash. 4 1 1 6 0 5 2 7 
Kansas St, 5 ] 3 9 Qo 2 2 4 
Baylor me fe | 5 2° "Ow 2 
TTU 0 ] 1 2 } il 0 | 
Kansas 3 0 ] 4 0 0 0 0 
Oklahoma 2 3 1 6 gO AT 2 3 
Missouri pe <3 2 5 i See & 
lowa State 2 1 3 6 oO 6 fi 
Colorado i ] 0) 2 t 4 | 6 
A&M 2) 4 62 9 Dg 2B 
Totals 27 21 #20 68 4 27 18 49 


@ Nebraska in the Red Zone... The Huskers punched it inthe end zone 
56 times in 80 tries and scored 13 more times in the red zone on field goals, 
giving NU a mark of 69-80 (86 percent) in the red zone. Of opponents’ 
18 TDs in the red zone, 11 were by run, Of Nebraska's 56 TDs in the red 
zone, 52 were by run. 


Scores Inside 20 No Score Inside 20 Half/ 


Game Chances Total TDs FGs MissFGs TOs Downs Gm. Pet. 
UA 8 7 6 i} 0 i 0 0 875 
UCF 7 6 I 1 0 0 Q 857 
Wash. 4 3 1 2 | } 0 0 750 
KSU 5 5 3 z DS 0 0 0 1.00 
Baylor 7 5 a4 DD. JQ | 0 h tit 
TTU 35 5 a 62 OY 0 0 0 1.00 
Kansas5 4 4 0) 0) 0 | 0 800 
Okla. 8 7 6 l 0 0 | Q 875 
MU 8 6 6 () 0) | () ] 750 
isu stl 9 7 ) JD ] I O 818 
cu 4 4 Hy OF 0 0 0 1.00 
A&M 8 8 a a 60 0 @ 0 1.00 
NU 80 69 56 13 2 4 3 2 ~~ =.863 

18 2 1 1 3 0 800 


@ The Huskers’ Numbers...Game by Game...The Huskers held 
Kansas to a season-low 48 yards in total offense. Only Baylor and 
Missouri rushed for more than 100. NU scored at least two rushing TDs 
in every game and tied the schoo! record with nine against lowa State when 
six different Huskers ran it into the end zone. 


Nebraska Opponents 
Rush Pass Total Rush Pass Total 
UA 56-472-8 19-12-0-172-0 75-644 41-99-1—14-8-1-144-1 55-243 
UCF 65-364-4 15-[0-0-150-1 65-379 26-47-2-35-24-1-318-1 61-365 
UW 66-384-3 15-8-0-88-0 81-472 28-43-00 30-16-0-299-2 58-242 
KSU 60-379-6  14-6-1-91-0 74-473 40-98-3 -24-8-2-162-1 64-260 
BU 64-410-7 17-8-0-138-0 = 81-548 37-137-2 19-7-1-166-0 56-203 
TTU 69-400-2  12-5-1-46-1 81-446 26-17-00 = 20-10-0-110-0 = 46-127 
KU 65-382-5  10-4-0-33-0 75-415 9 31-21-0 —17-6-0-27-0 48-48 
OU 61-409-8 12-7-0-143-1 73-552 S0-85-1 —-9-3-0-69-0 59-154 
MU  61-353-5 | -24-11-2-175-1 85-528 © 46-153-2 20-12-1-233-3. 66-386 
ISU 63-473-9 12-9-0-12|-1 75-394 --34-75-] -36-11-2-153-1 72-228 
CU $8-350-3_14-7-0-92-0 72-442 25-93-0 ~— 36-19-2-362-3 61-455 
A&M 67-335-6 18-12-0-20)-0 85-536 © -23-13-0 «= 48-21-2-264-1 71-277 
@ O-Line Puts up the Pancakes... 
Team Indiv. (#) Sacks O-Line Perfect 
ame ‘'!Cakes ‘Cakes Allowed Penalties Plays 
Akron = 54 10 (64) 0 l 68 
UCF 68 13 (59) ] 0 65 
Wash. 55 12 (62) 0 2 65 
K-State 58 12 (59) | 0 48 
Baylor 91 14 (59) 0 2 53 
TTU 73 15 (67) 1 0 73 
Kansas 67 15 (67/59) 1 3 65 
Oklahoma 51 13 (62) 0 1 73 
Missouri 83 18 (67) 0 | 84 
lowa St. 73 13 (62) 0 0 76 
Colorado 59 19 (67) 0 3 70 
A&M 73 17 (59) 0 0 62.3 

807 136 (67) 4 13 818.3 
® Husker Pancake Leaders... 

A CFW KSB TTK O M ISC AMTot Avg 
Anderson 9 13 8 9 8 9 3 8 17 7 7 JI 1049.1 
Heskew 4 13 & 12 14 8 15 4 10 8 3 17 1169.7 
Hoskinson6 10 {2 3° 13 12 12 13 11 137 12 124103 
Pollack 9 5 10 7 8 J17 3 147 9 10 1028.5 
Taylor 2 11 10 8 13 15 15 5 {8 10 19 10 136113 
Zatechka 10 11 7 #10 8 13:9 2 II 9 14 11 1159.6 
Baldwin 1 0 - 0 0 =~ 0 IT ~ 0 ~ = 2 O.1 
Clausen 0 1 =~ 2 + = ~ 0 + 3 = = 6 12 
Gessford | - - 2 8 2 1 0 ~ 3 = 0 17 21 
Hochstein 0 - -- Lo =~ 0 - 4 —~ | =~ =~ § 13 
Julch Po Weal FaeeVQBa Og Ig it 
Schwab 3 | -~- 1 5 0 0 0 ~ 6 O | 17 1.7 
Sherman 2 1 - 0 101 4 3 0 0 0 0 21 19 
Vatitleave? 1 0: f 32 8 2 Oo FO FT 8 Kl 
Wade 3 1 - 1 = = = 2 - 2 - = 9 15 
starters in boldface 


@ Husker Starting Experience 

Ten of the Husker 12 regular starters on offense (counting both Vershan 
Jackson and Tim Carpenter as starting tight ends) are native Nebraskans. 
On defense another two are from Nebraska plus punter Jesse Kosch. Ten 
of the Husker starters, eight on offense and two on defense, are fifth-year 
seniors, which is just one less than the number of fifth-year seniors 
Nebraska had on its 1994 and 1995 national championship teams. (Matt 
Hoskinson, the sixth man in on the offensive line, is alsoa fifth-year senior 
and a native Nebraskan. Hoskinson relieves all three middle positions 
during each game and is considered a first-team lineman.) Five Huskers 
have started 37 consecutive games (every one over last three years), 
including Aaron Taylor and Eric Anderson on offense, Jason Peter and 
Grant Wistrom on defense and place-kicker Kris Brown. 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl...NU’s NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Game 


4 p. 25 20 


Nebraska Coach Tom Osborne has led Nebraska to 25 straight bowl appearances, and 254 
wins in 25 years. He will step down as head coach afier the 1998 Orange Bowl. Longtime 
Assistant Head Coach Frank Solich will take the reins from Osborne. 


Husker Staff 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record 


The Nebraska Coaching Staff 


Tom Osborne 
/Head Coach 


The phrase inscribed on Memarial 
Stadium's northwest corner reads. 
"Courage: Generosity: Fairness: Honor; 
In these are the true awards of manly 
sports.". And, those words portray 
Husker Coach Tom Osborne, who in 
25 seasons on the Nebraska sideline has 
_ built a total program based on more 
_ than just winning. 

Osborne’s era of excellence at Ne- 
braska will come toaclose in the 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl. Osborne has 
announced that he will step down after the game, turning over the reins of 
the Husker program to longtime assistant coach Frank Solich. 

The veteran Husker mentor knows how to win, that's for sure, but it 
isn'this only source of motivation. The nation's second-winningest active 
coach, Osborne sports a glossy 254-49-3 record, for an .835 winning 
percentage, amark thatranks fifth all time. Osbome has cemented his place 
among the sport's coaching legends in the past five seasons. 


He added back-to-back national championships to his unmatched | 


coaching resume in 1994-95 and has guided the Huskers to a remarkable 
59-3 record in the past five seasons. Nebraska's back-to-back national 
titles made Osborne the first coach to accomplish that feat since Bear 
Bryant led Alabama to titles in 1978-79. Under Osborne, NU became just 
the second school all-time and the firstsince Oklahoma in 1955-56 to post 
back-to-back perfect national championship seasons. 

Nebraska’s 1998 Orange Bowl appearance will be the fourth time in five 
seasons the Huskers have entered the bowl game with ashotat the national 
championship. Osborne guided Nebraska to an undefeated regular season 
for the fifth time in his 25 seasons and in 1997. Osborne recorded his 250th 
| career victory, becoming the first coach to reach that plateau in just 25 
seasons. 

Nebraska also extended several other streaks in its undefeated 1997 
campaign. The Huskers' home winning streak grew to 42 victories, tied 
for the fifth-longest in collegiate history, their conference winning streak 
isnow at 39 straight, the second longestin history, and NU’s record streak 
ofsellouts stands at 220. The Orange Bow! appearance is Nebraska’s 29th 
straight postseason trip, and the Huskers have posted nine or more wins 
for cach of the past 29 seasons. NU has had a winning campaign in each 
of the last 36 years. 

The 1997 Huskers featured a punishing rushing offense that led the 
nation at 392.6 yards per game. Nebraska also topped the nation in total 
offense at 513.7 yards per game and led the country in scoring al47.1 points 
per game. The Blackshirt defense was strong again in 1997_ ranking among 
the national leaders in rushing (third, 73.4). total defense (Sth, 257.3) and 
scoring defense (16.4, 12th). 


written in America's heartland, Osborne is committed to making a 
difference in the lives of his players. staff and the community in which he 
lives. In today's ever-changing and fast-paced intercollegiate athletic 
world, he is the pillar of stability and a visible role model for all. 

Consider if you will, that 31 men have served as head football coaches 
at the former Big Bight institutions during his tenure. and only two of the 
nation's active Division I-A coaches have been on the job at the same 
institution longer than the down-to-earth Osborne. The dean of Big 12 
football coaches, Osborne is completing his 25th and final year as the 
Huskers’ head coach and his 36th overall in Lincoln. That stability is a 
trademark of the Osborne-built Nebraska program, Stability that will be 
continued with the promotion of Solich to the head coaching position. 

A Hastings, Neb.. native. Osborne may well be the state's best 
ambassador. He is an advocate of NCAA reform on behalf ofall student- 
athletes: an active member of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, and 
supports numerous area youth education programs. Osborne leads by 
example and teaches that life is more than just a 60-minute football game 
on 13 autumn afternoons and evenings. 

No less than 63 percent of Osborne's players at Nebraska have left with 
their degrees in hand, a figure that leads the Big 12 Conference. Not 
surprisingly, his program leads the nation in virtually every academic 
honor available to student-athletes. [n short, he's builtacomplete program: 
one thatcombines academic excellence with outstanding play on the field. 

Inthe community. Coach Osborne and his wife, Nancy, have developed 
a special program for area youths. The Husker Teammates program 
matches Nebraska football players with local junior high schoo! students 
in a big-brother relationship, 

Financing forthe Husker Teammates program comes from The Osborne 
Endowment for Youth. That fund, underwritten by the Coach and his wife 
and established four years ago, helps prevent junior high and middleschool 
youths from dropping outof school and encourages them to continue their 


| education beyond high school, Ata banquet in February, 1994, honoring 


| Osborne Legacy Project, 


Early in the season Nebraska made a statement with a dominating 27- | 
14 victory at second-ranked Washington. Two weeks later, the Huskers | 


punished 17th-ranked Kansas State, 56-26, handing the Wildcats their 
only loss of the season. The Huskers posted back-to-back shutouts for 
the first time in 18 seasons in wins over Texas Tech and Kansas and 
survived late season scares at Missouri and Colorado to finish the regular 
season with an unblemished record. Nebraska secured its Orange Bow! 
invitation with an impressive 54-15 victory over No. 14 Texas A&M in 
the Dr. Pepper Big 12 Championship game. The 1997 scason marks the 
I4th time in the 107-year history of Nebraska football, that the Cornhuskers 
completed the regular season unbeaten and untied. the fifth time in 
Osborne's 25 years. 

Osborne has led the Huskers to 13 conference crowns. including the last 
five in the Big Eight Conference, and has played in the first two Big 12 


Championship games, winning the title this season. Nebraska was the | 


only school in Big Eight history to win four straight outright conference 
titles. doing so twice, and won five straight from 1991-95. The Huskers 
also posted four consecutive Big Eight crowns from 1963-66. 

Beyond the remarkable on the field success story his Husker teams have 
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Osborne for his 200th career victory. more than $250,000 was raised for 
the Endowment. This is a tribute not only to Osborne's on the field 
achievements. but his desire to make the community a better place to live 
and indicates the respect he enjoys from his peers. 

Last spring, Osborne put his support behind a new program, The 
The program is a two-year, $15 million 
fundraising effort by Hastings College. Osborne’s alma mater, aimed at 
improving Hastings’ athletic facilities and developing a scholarship 
program. The campaign is a tribute to the Osborne family’s history of 
involyement with the college. 

Healso encourages his players to give back to the community, evidenced 
by the more than 70,000 students his players reach on an annual basis 
through community outreach activities. 

For his efforts on behalf of student-athletes and his work in the 
community, Osborne was selected as one of eight 1994 Giant Steps Award 
winners from around the nation by the Northeastern University Center 
for the Study of Sport in Society, The awards are given annually on 
National Student-Athlete Day to individuals and/or organizations who 
exemplify the ideals and provide the support necessary for student- 
athletesto achieve academic and athletic excellence. Osborne also received 
the 1995 National Footbal! Foundation and College Hall of Fame Distin- 
guished American Award. 

Osborne holds conference records for victories (254) and games coached 
(306) and also had the longest head coaching tenure in conference history. 
Osborne-led Husker squads have captured 13 conference crowns and 
averaged more than 10 victories per year. Of NU's 13 league titles in 
Osborne's tenure as head coach, nine have been outright, including 1997. 
The Huskers also captured league championships in 1975, 1978, 1981, 
1982, 1983, 1984. 1988. 1991, 1992. 1993. 1994 and 1995. 

This year’s Orange Bowl is Nebraska's 36th bowl game (fifth best in 
the nation) and its 17th consecutive "major bowl." Italso marks the 13th 
straight season Nebraska faces an opponent ranked in the top 10 as 
‘Tennessee enters the game ranked third in both polls. In 11 of the last 12 
seasons. Oshorne’s teams have faced a bowl opponent ranked in the 
nation’s top five. 

The Huskers enter the Orange Bow! with three straight postseason 
victories, NU capped an | 1-2 season in 1996 witha4 I-21 win over Virginia 


Tech in Miami. Nebraska's 62-24 demolition of Florida in the 1996 
Tostitos Fiesta Bowl was the third consecutive season Nebraska played 
for the national title, The Huskers dropped a heartbreaking 18-16 decision 
to Florida State in the 1994 FedEx Orange Bow! and defeated Miami, Fla.. 
24-17, in the 1995 Orange Bowl. 

In all, Nebraska has played in eight national tile games, and Osborne 
has been on the Husker sideline for all of them. Four times Osborne has 
led NU into its bowl game with a No. | ranking in at least one wire service 
poll. NU was No. | heading into the 1996 Fiesta Bowl as well as the 1984, 
1994 and 1995 Orange Bowl games. 

In 1996, Nebraska fell short in its run atan unprecedented third straight 
national title, However, the Huskers finished | 1-2 and sixth in both 
national polls. For his efforts, Osborne earned AP Big 12 Coach-ol-the- 
Year honors. 

Osborne’s 1995 team has received mention as the best college team of 


| all-time. The Huskers cruised to their second straight national title, 


winning all 12 games by at least two touchdowns. Nebraska set a school 
and Big Eightscoring record, averaging 52.4 points per game, while leading 
the nation in rushing for the 10th time since 1980. The Huskers posted 
their third-straight unbeaten regular season (1 1-0-0) and a fifth-straight 
Big Bight title. 

In 1994 Nebraska overcame well-documented injuries to give Osborne 
his first national title and the school's first since 1971, Osborne's work 


including recognition by his peers of the American Football Coaches 
Association as its Division I-A Coach-of-the-Y ear, 

The 1993 season was a memorable one for Osborne, too, He became 
the first coach to reach the 200-win plateau in just 21 seasons, when the 
Huskers defeated Oklahoma State, 27-13, in Stillwater, Okla., Oct. 7, 
1993. Only the 12th coach in NCAA Division I-A history to reach the 
200-win milestone and the first to do so exclusively at one school, his 254 
victories rank sixth all-time, third among active Division I-A coaches. 

Bowl games are far from a new-wave experience for the Huskers or 
Osborne, as all 25 of Dr. Tom's teams have made bow! treks and 34 of 
the 36 Nebraska teams he's been associated with have ended their season 
ina bowl game. Those 25 bowl appearances rank Osborne third all time 


behind Alabama's Paul "Bear" Bryant (29) and Penn State's Joe Paterno 
(28), and the last 16 have come in "major bowls," another NCAA record. 


_ All 25 of NU's bow! appearances under Osborne have been against ranked 


(AP) teams. This year's bowl game gives Osborne 25 consecutive. 
breaking Bryant's previous NCAA record streak of 24, 

Notoneto shy away lromachallenge, Osborne's Huskers have accepted 
the maximum number of preseason invites allowed by NCAA rules, 
playing in the Kickoff Classic three times, and taking home the champi- 
onship trophy each time. NU opened its 1994 season with a 31-0 victory 
over then-No. 24 West Virginia, after handing Penn State a 44-6 loss inthe 
1983 inaugural game and posting a 23-14 decision over Texas A&M in 
1988. 

A seven-time Big Eight Coach-ol-the-Year pick (1975, 1976, 1980, 
1988. 1992, 1993 and 1994), Osborne earned the AP's first Big 12 honor 


| in 1996. Osborne has been named the American Football Coaches 


Association District Coach-of-the-Y ear seven times--1978. 1979. 1980. 
1983, 1987. 1988 and 1994, He was selected as the 1978 Bobby Dodd 
National Coach-of-the-Y ear by the Atlanta Quarterback Club and Delta 
Airlines for his efforts toward the advancement of the higher and more 


notable aspects of college coaching, Osborne also earned National Coach- | 


of-the-Year honors from the Football News in 1983. 

While stability has played akey role in NU's grid fortunes over the past 
25 seasons, there is an unmasked consistency about which Osborne and 
the Huskers have went about their business. And. nowhere is that 
consistency more evident than the national polls. where Nebraska has been 
a fixture every season under Osborne. Nebraska has been ranked in every 
weekly AP poll since 1981, giving ita poll record 274 consecutive weeks 
in the rankings. Since Osborne took over in 1973, NU has been ranked in 


396 of 399 AP polls, missing one week in 1977 and two in 1981. Since | 


1969, the Huskers have appeared in 448 ofapossible451 polls. Nebraska 
squads have finished among the AP Top 20 in 23 of 24 seasons under 
Osborne and hold the AP record for consecutive weeks in the top 10 at 
86 in a row, 


did not go unnoticed in 1994, as he received numerous coaching honors, | 


Osbome to Close Legendary Career in Bowl Game 


A fixture in the polls every season, the Huskers were ranked No. | in 
three polls in 1997, and have spent time atop one of the two major polls 
in cach of the last five seasons. In fact, a study of the final AP polls from 
1973 through the 1996 season finds that Nebraska is the nation's most 
successful program based on rankings. Using apoint system of 20 for first, 
19 for second, etc., the Huskers scored 311 points to outdistance second- 
place Alabama’s 260 points and third-place Michigan’s 258 points. 

Osborne's Huskers have posted an impressive 60-37-1 (.617) record 
against ranked AP teams, easily the best record for a Nebraska mentor. In 
1997. NU was 3-0 againstranked teams, defeating then-No. 2 Washington 
27-14, 17th-ranked Kansas State, 56-26, and posted a 54-15 win over 1 4th- 
ranked Texas A&M. Osborne is also the only Husker coach to ever beat 
a No, |-ranked team--the 17-14 win over Oklahoma in 1978. His Hall of 
Fame predecessor, Bob Devaney, was | 2-12-2 againstranked teams during 
his career, while all previous NU coaches were a combined 7-35-0. 

On and off the field, Osborne's players have consistently been highly 
honored, Nine of his proteges have received the NCAA‘s highest honor 
for student-athletes—selection as one of Today's Top Six/Eight, including 
1997 recipient Grant Wistrom. That's the most for any individual sports 
program in the country and accounts for more than two-thirds of NU's 
nation-leading 13 total selections. Husker gridders who received the honor 
include guards Randy Schleusener (1981) and Rob Zatechka (1995), 
centers Dave Rimington (1983), Mark Traynowicz (1985), Jake Young 
(1990) and Aaron Graham (1996), linebackers Pat Tyrance (1991) and 
Trev Alberts (1994) and Wistrom (1997) 

In 1997, Wistrom and junior fullback Joel Makovicka earned first-team 
GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-America honors to boost the Huskers' total | 
(o 37 student-athletes. That figure includes nine two-time picks fora total 
of 46 first-team academic All-America certificates under Osborne and a 
nalion-leading 52 in school history. 

Nebraskaalso has had 27 NCAA postgraduate scholarship winners and 
16 National Football Foundation and Hall of Fame Scholar-Athlete 
recipients, including Zatechka in 1994. In 1988, Mark Blazek was named 
the CBS/Toyota Leader-of-the-Y ear, while in 1994, Zatechka was named | 
the Honda Scholar-Athlete and NU's first GTE Student/Athlete-of-the- 
Year. 

The honors, though, don'tend in the classroom, as Husker players have 
been highly decorated for their on-field performances, too. This season, 
Wistrom captured the Lombardi Award, while offensive guard Aaron 
laylor received the Outland Trophy, The 1997 season marked the third 
time under Osborne and the fourth time in school history Nebraska has 


The Osborne Record 


1973 9 2 I .792 306 163 Cotton 
1974 5 a 0 Gad Sh itax) “Soest 
m975* 10 2 0 (833 367 137 Fiesta 
1976 9 3 L 731 416 8 Bluebonnet 
1977 9 93 O <750, 37S, 200) Riherte 
w7a* 9 3 0 750 444 216 Orange 
1979 10 2 0 (833 380 3 ‘Corton 
1980 10 2 © (833 470 110 Sun 
RIk* 9 9 0 750 364 125 Orange 
19s2** 12 1 0 (923 514 167 Orange 
1983** |2 | 0 923 454 217 Orange 
1984" 10 2 © .833 387 TTS Sugar 
1985 9 3 0 50 42) 163 Fiesta 
1986 i0 2 OG 833 446 [65 Sugar 
1987 10-2) 83345164 Fiesta. 
rogs** 11 2 © (846 477 205 Orange 
1989 «610 2 «60 = R33 509 21S) Fiesta 
1990 9 3 0 0 434 192 — Citnis) 
1991* OV af 1 864 454 230 Orange 
1992** 9 3 #9 750 447 199 Orange 
1993** }i 1 0 O17 437 194 Orange 
ogee 13 0 0 1,000 435 145 Orange 
y995** 72 0 0 1.000 576 150 Fiesta 
1996 Wee 0 846 553 174 Orange 

*2 12 0 0 L000 565 197 Orange 
Totals 254 49 3 .83511,275 4,328 25 consecutive 
(Bowls 11 13 6 ASS 536 532) 


* 


“Big Eight co-champions. **Conferenee champions. 
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swept the awards. However, this year marked the first time in school 
history, NU had two different winners of the two awards. Overall, 
Nebraska has won six Outlands under Osborne, eight in school history and 
four Lombardis, three under Osborne. Defensive tackle Jason Peter was 
a finalist for the Outland along with Taylor, while Ahman Green was one 
of three finalists for the Doak Walker Award and quarterback Scott Frost 
was a finalist for the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Award. 

In 1995, Tommie Frazier won the Unitas Award and was Nebraska's 
first Heisman finalist since 1983. The previous year, Zach Wiegert became 
the fifth Outland Trophy winner in Osborne's head coaching career and 
the seventh in school history. In 1993, Trev Alberts became the first player 
in Nebraska history to earn the Butkus Award, given annually to the 
nation's top collegiate linebacker. 

The Huskers made history under Osborne by producing three consecu- 
tive Outland Trophy winners (Rimington in 1981 and 1982 and Dean 
Steinkuhler in 1983) and two consecutive Lombardi Award winners 
(Rimington in 1982 and Steinkuhler in 1983), while also winning the 1983 
Heisman Trophy (Mike Rozier). 

During Osborne’s career, 47 players have earned All-America honors, 
including eight two-time All-Americans fora total of 55 selections. This 
season Wistrom and Taylor earned All-America honors for the second 
straight season, while Peter joined Wistrom as an All-American from the 
Blackshirt defense. 

Osborne was the first recipient of the Distinguished Nebraskalander 
Award from the Nebraskaland Foundation in 1982, and he was named the 
1983 national coach-of-the-year by the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. 
He’s also an author, having published two books entitled "More Than 
Winning" in 1985 and "On Solid Ground" in 1996. 

An outstanding high school athlete at Hastings High School in the mid- 
1950s, Osborne was named Nebraska Prep Athlete-of-the-Year. then 
passed up major-college scholarship offers to attend the school from 
which his father and grandfather graduated before him, hometown Hastings 
College. He became a star quarterback and basketball player for Coach 
Tom McLaughlin, and in 1959 was named State College Athlete-of-the- 
Year, becoming the first athlete in Nebraska history to win both the high 
school and college honors. 

After receiving his bachelor’s degree from Hastings College in 1959. 
Osborne played three seasons in the National Football League, two with 
the Washington Redskins and one with the San Francisco 49ers, where his 
roommate was Jack Kemp, the former Congressman, presidential candi- 
date and Bush administration Secretary of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment. 

In 1962, he contacted the newly-hired Devaney, and obtained a graduate 
assistant's position on the Husker staff. He continued in that capacity 


_ until he received his master’s degree in 1963, then maintained atriple role 


of student, teacher and part-time coach at the University. He earned a 
doctorate in educational psychology in 1965, then elected to pursue 
coaching as a career in 1967, becoming the Huskers’ full-time receivers 
coach--a decision NU fans have applauded since. 

Over the next five years, Osborne was in charge of the Husker passing 
game, and in his last four seasons as an assistant coach, developed a 
wingback by the name of Johnny Rodgers, who would become Nebraska’s 
first Heisman Trophy winner in 1972. 

When Devaney announced afier the 1972 Orange Bow! that he would 
retire from coaching at the end of the 1972 season, he elevated Osborne 
to assistant head coach and director of recruiting for his final campaign, 
and handpicked the then-34-year-old as his successor. In much the same 
manner, Solich was named assistant head coach six seasons ago and has 
followed a similar path as Osborne to the head coaching spot. 

Osborne took overa program which regained national prominence under 
Devaney, built upon it and established his own winning tradition, Osborne 
and Devaney are one of just three coaching duos to post back-to-back 1 00- 
win careers at the same institution (following Penn State's Rip Engle and 
Joe Paterno and Georgia Tech's John Heisman, Bill Alexander and Bobby 
Dodd), but the first pair to do it in an unbelievable 21 years, Since 1962, 
NU ownsa355-69-5 record for an incredible .833 winning percentage (35 
years, 429 games). 

Osborne is married to the former Nancy Tederman. They are the 
parents ofason, Mike. and two daughters, Ann and Suzi, Tom and Nancy 
have one grandson, William Osborne, and two granddaughters, Catey 
Osborne and Haley Wilke. Mike followed in his father's footsteps by 
playing quarterback at Hastings College, and graduated in May 1987. 


Osborne Profile 


Years at Nebraska: Completing 36th season overall, 25th as head 
coach, 19th as assistant athletic director. Nebraska’s record with 
Osborne as head coach is 254-49-3 (.835), the Huskers record in his 
35 years on the staffis 355-69-5 (.833). Osborne served on Coach Bob 
Devaney’ sstaff from 1962 to 1963 asa graduateassistant. 1964 to 1966 
as apart-time coach and teacher, then became full-time receivers coach 
in 1967. He was named assistant head coach in 1972 when Devaney 
handpicked him as his successor, and replaced Devaney in 1973. 


Previous Coaching Experience: None,before joining Nebraska staff 
in 1962. 


Playing Career; High schvol—three years at Hastings, Neb., High 
School, where he was an outstanding athlete in several sports and was 
named Nebraska High School Athlete-of-the-Year. College—four 
years as star quarterback for Hastings (Neb.) College: was twice named 
State College Athlete-of-the-¥Y ear. becoming first person to win both 
prep and college awards. Professional—three years in NFL, two with 
Washington Redskins, one with San Francisco 49ers as a flanker. 


Education: Hastings, Neb.. High School, 1955: B.A. in history from 
Hastings (Neb.) College in 1959; M.A. in educational psychology from 
the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in 1963; Ph.D. in educational 
psychology from the University of Nebraska-Lincoln in 1965, 


Military Service: U.S. Army, and sergeant in the Army National 
Guard, 


Born: Feb. 23, 1937, 


Family: Married to the former Nancy Tederman and is the father of | | 
three children, son Mike and his wife Emily, grandson William and 
granddaughter Catherine; daughter Ann Wilke and her husband Bob and 
granddaughter Haley; daughter Suzi and her husband Kevin Dobbs. 


Milestone Victories: 

No, 1--Nebraska 40, UCLA 13. Sept. 8, 1973 

No, 50--Nebraska 23. lowa State 0, Oct. 7. 1978 

No, 100--Nebraska 42, UCLA 10, Sept. 24, 1983 

No. 102*--Nebraska 14, Oklahoma State 10, Oct. 8, 1983 

No, 150--Nebraska 47. Arizona State }6, Sept, 24. 1988 

No. 200--Nebraska 27, Oklahoma State 13, Oct. 7, 1993 

No, 250--Nebraska 69, Oklahoma 7, Nov. |, 1997 

* Osborne passed Bob Devaneyasthe school's all-time winningest headcoach: 
He and Devaney are the only coaches to win over 100 games al NU. 


"Oz" Notes: Second-winningest active coach in NCAA Division I- 
A (.835): has coached more than twice the games of any other coach 
in NU history (306). Heholds conference records for most wins (254): 
and games coached (306) and had the longest tenure for a head coach 
in league history. Osborne reached 200 wins faster than any coach in 
collegiate history hitting the milestone in 21 seasons and js also the 
quickest to 250, hitting the mark in this his 25th and final season. 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl...NU’s NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Game _ 


The Nebraska Coaching Staff 


Frank Solich 
Assistant 
Head Coach 
Running Backs 


Frank Solich was named the 26th 
head coach in the history of the Ne- 
braska program, just moments afier 
Coach Tom Osborne announced his 
retirement on Dec. 10, 1997. 

Solich, who will continueto serve as 
assistant head coach and running backs 
coach until afterthe Orange Bowl, will face the daunting task of following 
in the footsteps of legendary Husker coaches Tom Osborne and Bob 
Devaney, who combined for four national championships and 355 wins in 
36 seasons. 

But Solich said he was honored to follow in the footsteps of Nebraska's 
coaching legends. 

"| don't think you replace Tom Osborne as much as you follow him," 
Solich said. "I wani you to know that | hope [ will have the same type 
of work ethic that Tom Osborne has had. I am confident that the effort 
I put forth will be enough to help continue the success of this program, 
and | am sure that our assistant coaches will continue to work very hard 
to keep the program on top and where it is today." 

Nebraska Director of Athletics Bill Byrne said Solich's accomplish- 
ments as a player and an assistant coach in the Husker program made him 
an obviaus choice to carry on the rich football tradition at the University 
of Nebraska. 

"Frank Solich is an excellent coach and recruiter who has been courted 
by many schools across the nation," Byrne said. "One of the things you 
look for in a head football coach is leadership. But the thing I think that 
sets Frank apart is not only the leadership that he has, but the genuine 
respect that our coaches and our staff and that our athletes have for him. 

"| have every confidence that Frank will continue the success that the 
Husker football team has enjoyed forso many years. Frank was amember 
ofthe football team which began the 36-year winning streak and has made 
the sacrifices both as a player and coach. Promoting Frank allows us to 
maintain the continuity and stability ofthe program, which is exactly what 
every school in the country is striving to attain.” 

Solich, who is completing his 1 9th season on the Husker coaching stalf, 
including his 15th as running backs coach and seventh as assistant head 


coach, can trace his ties with Nebraska football back to the beginning of 


the Devaney era. 

Solich began his association with the Husker football program as a 
freshman at Nebraska in 1962, Devaney's first season as the Husker head 
coach. Solich lettered in 1963, 1964 and 1965. 

Despite being the smallest member of the team, Solich earned All-Big 
Eight honors and was a Husker co-captain in 1965. Asa 5-8, 162-pound 
fullback, Solich set Nebraska's single-game rushing record with 204 yards 
against Air Force in 1965, a record that stood for 10) years. He still holds 
the Orange Bowl record for single-game return yards with 166 in 1966. 
Solich ranks 43rd all-time among Nebraska rushers with 1.010 yards. 

A 1992 inductee into the Nebraska Football Hall of Fame, Solich was 
tabbed Athlon Magazine's Assistant Coach-of-the-Year before the start 
of the 1993 season, 

Solich, who recruited and coached Heisman Trophy winner Mike 
Rozier, has produced at least one all-conference running back in 13 of the 
15 seasons he has tutored the position. including first-team All-Big 12 
selection Ahman Green in 1997. 

The junior l-back rushed for 1.877 yards to lead the nation's top rushing 
attack. After just three seasons, Green ranks second on Nebraska's career 
rushing list with 3. 880 yards, trailing only Heisman Trophy winner Mike 


Rozier's 4,780 yards from 1981 through 1983. Including Green and 
Rozier, Solich has coached 17 of Nebraska's top 25 and six ofthe top seven 
all-time leading rushers. 

The Huskers produced 392.6 yards per game on the ground. Since Solich 
began directing the Husker ground attack, Nebraska has captured nine 
NCAA rushing titles, including five of the past seven. Nebraska has not 
finished lower than fourth in NCAA rushing statistics during his tenure. 

The Huskers have won 10 consecutive conference rushing titles and 
havenot finished lowerthan second in the league rushing race under Solich's 
direction. The Huskers have averaged more than 350 yards rushing per 
game during a season eight times in the past 15 years, including a school- 
record 401.7 yards per game in 1983. 

Solich has tutored 13 all-conference players, cightacademicall-confer- 
ence players, two All-Americans, one Heisman Trophy winner and 12 
professional running backs. He also recruited nine more players who went 
on to NFL careers. 

A Cleveland native, Solich was born Sept. 8, 1944. Solich prepped at 
Holy Name High School and received his bachelor’s (1966) and master’s 
(1972) degrees from Nebraska. He was the head coach at Holy Name High 
School in Omaha, Neb., 1966-68, then moved to Lincoln Southeast High 
School 1968-79. 

After joining the Nebraska staff, he served as the head freshman coach 
for four seasons, posting three undefeated seasons and a 19-1-0 record. 
before taking over as coach of the Husker running backs in 1983. Solich 
is married to the former Pamela Wieck, of Beatrice, Neb., and they have 
two children, Cindy and Jeff, and atwo-year old granddaughter, Catherine. 


The Solich File: 


Place of Birth: Johnstown, Pa. Family: Wife, Pamela; Children, Cindy 
and Jeff; granddaughter, Catherine; grandson, Aaron. Education: Nebraska, 
B.S., 1966, M. Ed., 1972. Playing Experience: 1963-65, Nebraska. 
Coaching Experience: 1966-68, Holy Name (Neb.) High School (head 
coach); 1968-79, Southeast (Neb.) High School (head coach); 1979-83, 
Nebraska (head freshman coach): 1983-1990, Nebraska (assistant coach/ 
running backs), 1991-present, Nebraska (assistant head coach/running backs). 
All-Conference Players (13): Jarvis Redwine, 1B, 1979-80. Andra 
Franklin, FB, 1980; Roger Craig. IB, 1981; Mike Rozier, 1B, 1981-82-83, 
Jeff Smith, IB, 1984: Doug DuBose, IB, 1984-85: Tom Rathman. FB, 1985; 
Keith Jones. [B, 1986-87: Ken Clark, IB, 1988-89; Derek Brown, TB, 1991- 
92; Calvin Jones, IB, 1992-93: Lawrence Phillips, IB, 1994; Ahman Green, 
IB 1995, 1997, Academic All-Conference Players (six): Jim Kotera. 
IB, 1980: Ken Kaelin, FB, 1986; Micah Heibel, FB, 1987; Cory Schlesinger, 
FB. 1994: Billy Legate, 1997: Joel Makovicka, 1997, All-America Players 
(two): Jarvis Redwine, IB, 1980; Mike Rozier, IB, 1982-83, Academic All- 
America (one): Joc! Makovicka, 1997; Big Eight Offensive Newcomer- 
of-the-Year (one): Ahman Green IB, 1995. Pro Players (10): Roger Craig, 
San Francisco 49ers, Los Angeles Raiders, Minnesota Vikings, Mike Rozier, 
Houston Oilers, Atlanta Falcons; Tom Rathman. San Francisco 49ers, Los 
Angeles Raiders: Jeff Smith, Kansas City Chiefs, Tampa Bay Buccaneers; 
Keith Jones, Cleveland Browns, Dallas Cowboys: Ken Clark, Indianapolis 
Colts; Derek Brown, New Orleans Saints: Calvin Jones. Oakland Raiders, 
Green Bay Pakcers: Cory Schlesinger, Detroit Lions: Lawrence Phillips, St. 
Louis Rams, Miami Dolphins, Others Signing Pro Contracts (Four): 


Lance Lewis. Indianapolis Colts; Lance Gray, Minnesota Vikings; Jeff 
Makovicka, Houston Oilers; Clinton Childs, Kansas City Chiefs; Damon 
Benning, Carolina Panthers; Brian Schuster, Carolina Panthers. 
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football." 


Quoting the Country: 


yo 


Nebraska Coach Tom Osborne will coach his final game in the 1998 
FedEx Orange Bowl. 


"When I reflect on Tom's career and what he accomplished at 

Nebraska, you have to ask what else can he accomplish? He 

accomplished it all. No one won as consistently as Tom did. He 
won every vear and a lot of times he was undefeated." 

Barry Switzer, Dallas Cowboys 

Former Oklahoma Sooners Coach 


"Tom, to me, stood for the American way. He did things with 
honesty, integrity, persistence and competitiveness. He was 
honorable in everything | can think of." 

Bobby Bowden, Florida State Coach 


"He has been a role model to all of us in coaching. He is one of 
our living legends whom we all hate to see retire. Our league and 
our game will miss him." 

Mack Brown, Texas Coach 


"The most consistent, excellent coach in the history of college 


Lee Corso, ESPN 


"It's the startof anew era. His demeanor was so different from any 

coach! ever had. He was always calm andreserved. Most coaches 

do most of the talking. He just let the work come out of you instead 
of trying to force the work out of you." 

Will Shields, Kansas City Chiefs 

Former Nebraska Offensive Lineman 


"He cared about his players to the fullest. He went to war for you. 
He wasn't the type of coach who, ifsomething happened, he turned 
his back on you. He was there for you. He's a special man. He's 
a unique coach." 


Tyrone Williams,Green Bay Packers 
Former Nebraska Defensive Back | 


"He didn'tjust teach us football. By the example he sets, he teaches 
us how to be grown-ups, how to be mature, how to be men." 
Scott Frost, Nebraska Quarterback 


football." 


NU's Coaching Transition 


"| have followed Frank and our staff very closely over the last few 
years. One of the things you look for in a head football coach is | 
leadership. But the thing I think that sets Frank apart is not only 
the leadership that he has, but the genuine respect that our 
coaches and our staff and that our athletes have for him. He is 
looked to as part of our culture. When someone understands the 
Nebraska culture and understands what it takes to be successful 
at Nebraska, Frank clearly is the choice who will continue to lead 
us into the 21st century." 

Bill Byrne, University of Nebraska Director of Athletics 


"Frank is in his own right a special person. He's very intelligent, 
very caring. He relates well with others. They couldn't have 
chosen a better person. I just hope the people of Nebraska open 

their arms and say. 'This is our guy for a long, long time." 
Kevin Steele, Carolina Panthers Linebackers Coach 
Former Nebraska Assistant Coach 


"Solich will shape the program in his own way. But the founda- 
tion on which the success of Osborne's 25 teams has been based 
willremain, as will a conmitment to the option offense. His teams 
will be sound fundamentally, and his players will be held to high 
standards of character and academics. Symbolically, as well as 
literally, Solich will bring together two eras of Cornhusker 


Mike Babcock, Freelance Writer 


"He's not only a class person, but he's one heck of a coach. It'll 
be nothing different. They'll just keep winning as long as they 
keep doing it from within. | don't see any changes around there." 

John Parrella, Former Nebraska Defensive Tackle 


"How do you replace arguably the greatest coach of all-time in 
college football? You get the next greatest coach in college 
football in Coach Solich. I've had the privilege to be under Coach 
Solich the past few years, and Coach Solich has installed the same 
thing Coach Osborne has installed in all the players, that is the 
work ethic and the values." 

Joel Makovicka, Nebraska Fullback 


Husker assistant coach Frank Solich was named Nebraska's 26th 
head coach moments after Tom Osborne retired on Dec. 10, 1997. 


| 26] The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl...NU’s NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Game — 


| Defensive 


Charlie McBride 
Assistant Coach 


Coordinator/Line 


A.1996 finalist for the Broyles Assis- 
tant Coach-ol-the-Y ear award, Charlie 
McBrideisin his 21] stseason on Coach 
Tom Osborne's staff, and his | 6thas the 
Huskers’ defensive coordinator. 

McBride, hailed by The Sporting 
News as the nation’s best collegiate defensive line coach in its 1992 


| preseason annual, put another dominating Blackshirt unit on the field in 


1997, 

The Huskers led the Big 12 and ranked third nationally in rushing 
defense, allowing a paltry 73.4 yards per game on the ground, Nebraska 
ranked fifth nationally in scoring defense, allowing 257.3 total yards per 
game, The Huskers also ranked 12th in the nation in scoring defense, 
surrendering 16.4 points per contest. 

The Blackshirts were at their best in Nebraska's 54-15 Big 12 Cham- 
pionship game win over Texas A&M on Dec. 6, Nebraska held the Aggies 
to 13 yards rushing for the game. The Blackshirts recorded seven tackles 
for 40 yards lost, including a season-high six sacks for 38 yards lost. The 
defense spearheaded Nebraska's charge to a 37-3 halflime lead, by holding 
the Aggies to four yards of total offense in the first quarter. 

In addition to the fine play of the Blackshirts as an entire unit, Grant 
Wistrom added individual national honors by winning the Lombardi 
Award, given annually to the nation's top lineman, During Wistrom's 
career, he set the Husker record for career tackles-for-loss with 57.5 in 
McBride's attack defense. Wistrom also earned All-America, GTE 
Academic All-America and Big 12 Conference Defensive Player-of-the- 
Year honors. 

Along with Wistrom's awards, defensive tackle Jason Peter was an All- 
Big 12 performer and one of three finalists for the Outland Trophy, which 
was won by Husker offensive lineman Aaron Taylor. Sophomore 
cornerback Ralph Brown also earned first-team all-conference honors. 

In 1996, the Huskers led the Big [2 inthree of four defensive categories 
and ranked in the top seven nationally in all four. The Huskers finished 
the season, allowing just 12.8 points and 83.8 rushing yards per contest. 
The 1996 season marked the second time in four seasons and just the fourth 
time since 1946 that NU has finished in the top 10 inall four major defensive 
categories. McBride has directed three of those four defenses. 

During Nebraska's back-to-back national championship seasons in 
1994 and 1995, McBride's defenses were instrumental in the Huskers’ 
drive for titles. The Blackshirts ranked fourth nationally in total defense. 


| allowing 258.8 yards per game in 1994 and ranked 13th nationally. 
_ surrendering 294.1 yards per contest in 1995. 


The Husker defenses also dominated in Nebraska's national champion- 
ship bowl games. Inthe Huskers' 24-17 win over Miami in the 1995 FedEx 
Orange Bowl. the Blackshirts held the Hurricanes to just 28 yards rushing. 
Nebraska recorded 10) tackles for 38 yards lost. In Nebraska's 62-24 win 
over Florida in the 1996 Fiesta Bowl. the Blackshirts held the Gators to 
an incredible minus-28 yards rushing and recorded seven tackles for 40 
yards Jost. 

Since taking oyer as defensive coordinator in 1982. McBride has 
watched the Blackshirts rank among the nation's top 15 in both total 
defense and scoring defense 12 times, including 1984's nation-leading per- 


| game averages of 203.3 yards and 9,5 points. The Blackshirts, who have 


allowed less than 285 yards and 14 points per game during McBride's 
tenure, have also led the conference in total defense seventimes, including 
1996, 


The Nebraska Coaching Staff 


He has served as defensive line coach since coming to Nebraskain 1977, 
and in that time, has produced such standouts as All-American Neil Smith, 
who starred in the NIL for the Kansas City Chiefs and now the Denver 
Broncos, and seven-year NFL veteran Danny Noonan. This season, senior 
defensive tackle Jason Peter became the fifth All-American to play on the 
defensive line for McBride. Peter isalso one of 17 all-conference perform- 
ers to play up front under McBride. 

An All-Big Eight end and punter at Colorado, McBride received his 
bachelor’s degree in physical education from CU in 1962, then played one 
season for the AFL's Denver Broncos. Following his stint with the 
Broncos, he became head coach at Chicago’s Fenger High School, aposition 
he held for the 1963-64 seasons. He returned to Colorado as a graduate 
assistantin 1965 and 1966, McBride was an assistant coach to Frank Kush 
at Arizona State for three seasons (1967-69), then went to Wisconsin, 
where he served as offensive line coach on Coach John Jardine’s staff for 
six seasons (1970-75) and defensive line coach and defensive coordinator 
for one year (1976), 

A Chicago native. McBride was a four-sport standout (football, 
basketball, baseball and track) at Morgan Park High School where he earned 
prep All-America honors in football and baseball. He’s married to Deborah 
Anne Denniston of Barrington, II., and they have three sons--Mike, Jetf 
and Dayid. two grandsons, Ryan.and Keefe, and a granddaughter, Kelcy. 


The McBride File: 


Place of Birth: Chicago, Ill. Family: Wife. Debbie: Children, Mike, JefY and 
David; two grandsons and a granddaughter. Education: Colorado, B.S.. 1962. 
Playing Experience: 1960-62, Colorado; 1963. Denver Broncos. Coach- 
ing Experience: 1963, Fenger (II].) High School (head coach); 1964, Colorado 
(graduate assistant); 1967-69. Arizona State (assistant coach); 1970-76, 
Wisconsin (assistant coach); 1977-1981, Nebraska (assistant coach/defensive 
line); 1982-present, Nebraska (assistant coach/defensive coordinator/defen- 
sive line). All-Conference Players (17): Rod Horn, DT, 1978-79; Kerry 
Weinmaster, MG. 1979: David Clark, DT. 1980: Jim Skow, DT, 1985; Danny 
Noonan, MG. 1986: Chris Spachman, DT, 1986: Tim Rother, DT, 1987; Neil 
Smith, DT, 1987: Lawrence Pete, MG, 1988; Willie Griffin, DT, 1988; Kent 
Wells, DT, 1989: Kenny Walker, DT, 1990: John Parrella, DT, 1992; Terry 
Connealy, NT, 1993: Kevin Ramaekers, DT, 1993; Christian Peter, DT, 1995; 
Jason Peter, DT. 1996-97. Academic All-Conference Players (Nine): 
Rod Horn, 1978-79: Bill Barnett, 1979: Curt Hineline, 1980-81; Rob Stuckey. 
1982-83-84; Ken Graeber, 1984; Chris Spachman, 1986; Kenny Walker, 1990; 
Pat Engelbert, 1990-91; ‘Terry Connealy, 1992-93-94. All-America Play- 
ers (Five): Jim Skow, DT, 1985, Danny Noonan, MG, 1986; Neil Smith, DT, 
1987; Kenny Walker, DT, 1990; Jason Peter, DT, 1997. Academic All- 
America Players (Four): Rod Horn, 1979: Rob Stuckey, 1983-84: Pat 
Engelbert, 1991, Terry Connealy, 1993-94, Pro Players (Nine): Toby 
Williams, New England Patriots; Jim Skow, Cincinnati Bengals, Tampa Bay 
Buecancers; Danny Noonan, Dallas Cowboys, Green Bay Packers; Neil Smith, 
Kansas City Chiefs, Denver Broncos; Lawrence Pete, Detroit Lions; Joe Sims, 
Atlanta Falcons, Detroit Lions, Green Bay Packers; Tim Rother, Los Angeles 
Raiders: Kenny Walker, Denver Broncos, Calgary Stampeaders: John Parrella, 
Buffalo Bills, San Diego Chargers, Christian Peter, New York Giants. Others 
Signing Pro Contracts (Four): Chris Spachman, Washington Redskins; Kevin 
Ramackers, San Diego Chargers: Terry Connealy, New York Jets: Jeff Ogard. 
Carolina Panthers. 


Blackshirts' Total Defense Rankings 
Rank Bank. s-%, 


ai st/7t th 
4th/49th 
3rd/24th 
Tst/12th 
Ist/4ih 
2nd/13th 
Ast/7th. 
2nd/5th 


YPG 
290.6 
368.3 
203.3 
279.1 
235.5 
264.7 
262.8: 
274.) 


Year 
1982 
1983 


1990 163.5 
1991 342.9 
1992 309.5 

| 1993. 307.6 
1994 258.8 
1995 294.1 
1996 255.4 
1997 257,3 


Qnd/14th 
4ih/73rd 
Ist/Ist 
2nd/6th 
2nd/2nd 
2nd/8th 
lsi/6th 
1si/8th 


1984 
1985 
1986 
1987 
1988 
1989 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record 


Nelson Barnes 
Assistant Coach 
‘Rush Ends 


After spending three seasons on the 
staff at the University of Texas, Nelson 
Barnes is completing his first season as an 
assistant at Nebraska. 

Barnes, who is the only coach with two 
Big 12 Conference football champion- 
ship rings. coaches rush ends for the 
Huskers, His prize pupil during his first 
season at Nebraska was Lombardi Award 
winner Grant Wistrom. The All-American rush end established the Nebraska 
career record with 57.5 tackles-lor-luss, en route to Big 12 Conference 
Defensive Player-of-the-Year honors. Wistrom was also a standout in the 
classroom for Barnes, earning first-team GTE Academic All-America 
honors. 

Chad Kelsay captured second-team GTE Academic All-America honors 
and third-team all-conference accolades on the field. Mike Rucker earned 
honorable-mention all-conference honors, while Travis Toline claimed first- 
team academic All-Big 12 recognition, 

Barnes replaced former Husker assistant Tony Samuel, who left Nebraska 
after 11 seasons to become the head coach at New Mexico State, 

At Texas, Barnes was responsible for recruiting the Houston, Galveston 
and Beaumont, Texas, areas as well as Kansas City. 

Barnes is familiar with Nebraska, not only from last season at Texas, but 
from the 1993 season he spent at Kansas State. In Manhattan, he served as 
the defensive line coach for head coach Bill Snyder. In 1993, Kansas State 
posted a 9-2-1 record and posted the school’s first bowl victory at the Copper 
Bowl. 

Before his one-year stay at Kansas State, Barnes spent the 1991 and 1992 
seasons as the defensive line coach at Western Illinois and assisted the 1991 
team to the |-AA playoffs. He also served in the same role at Missouri Western 
in 1990). 

Barnes’ collegiate football experience began at the University of North 
Texas. He served as the defensive line/linebackers coach at the Denton, 
Texas, school 1983-89, and was a graduate assistant at the school in 1981 
and 1982. During Barnes’ years, North Texas qualified for the NCAA I-AA 
playoffs in 1983, 1987 and 1988, and was ranked first in the nation for part 
of the 1989 season. 

Barnes also played at North Texas under Coach Hayden Fry and was a three- 
year starter for UNT on the defensive line. He helped North Texas to back- 
to-back 9-2 seasons in 1977 and 1978. Barnes earned a bachelor's degree in 
industrial arts from North Texas in 1982, 

He is a native of Alvin, Texas. 


The Barnes File: 


Place of Birth: Galveston, Texas, Family: Single. Education: University of North Texas, 
B.A. in industrial arts, 1982. Playing Experience: 1976-79, North Texas. Coaching 
Experience: 1981-82, North Texas, (graduate assistant); 1983-89, North Texas (assistant 
coach/defensive line, linebackers); 1990, Missouri Western (assistant coach/defensive 
line); 1991-92, Western Illinois (assistant coach/defensive line); 1993, Kansas State 
(assistant coach/defensive line), 1994-96, Texas (assistant coach/defensive Hine); 1997, 
Nebraska (assistant coach/rush ends), All-Conference Players (one): Grant Wistrom, 
1997, Academic All-Conference Players (three): Chad Kelsay, 1997; Travis Toline, 1997: 
Grant Wistrom, 1997 All-America Players (one): Grant Wistrom, 1997, Academic All- 
America Players (one): Grant Wistrom, 1997. Today's Top Eight (one): Grant Wistrom, 
1997, Lombardi Award Winner (one): Grant Wistrom, 1997, Big 12 Defensive Player-of- 
the-Year (one): Grant Wistrom, 1997, 


The Nebraska Coaching Staff 


Criag Bohl 
Assistant Coach 
Linebackers 


Husker linebackers coach Craig Bohl 
is in his third season at Nebraska, after 
rejoining the Husker football program in 
the spring of 1995. Bohl played for the 
Huskers under Coach Tom Osbome from 
1977 through 1979, He also served as 
a graduate assistant at Nebraska trom 
1981 through 1983. 

During the 1997 season, Bohl helped 
direct a Blackshirt defense that finished third nationally in rushing defense 
and fifth in total defense, 

Mike linebacker Jay Foreman was a second-team All-Big 12 selection by 
the Associated Press and third-team All-Big 12 choice by the couches in 1997, 
while Sam linebacker Brian Shaw was a first-team Academic All-Big 12 
selection, 

A native of Lincoln, Neb,, and a 1981 Nebraska graduate. Bobl is one of 
three former Husker players on Coach Osborne's staff, joining Turner Gill and 
Frank Solich, A 13-year collegiate coaching veteran, Bohl spent the 1994 
campaign as the defensive coordinator and inside linebackers coach at Duke, 
and was part of one of college football's biggest turnarounds, Bohl helped the 
Blue Devils to an 8-4 mark in 1994, a five-game improvement from 1993, 
and the school's first bowl appearance since 1989, 

Before moving to Duke with Coach Fred Goldsmith, Bohl spent five 
seasons as Goldsmith's defensive coordinator at Rice. During his tenure on 
the Owls' sideline, three of his linebackers earned All-Southwest Conference 
honors. 

Before his stint at Rice, Bohl spent two seasons (1987-88) at Wisconsin 
as linebackers coach, a pair of campaigns (1985-86) coaching linebackers at 
Tulsa and a season (1984) as the secondary coach at North Dakota State, He 
began his collegiate coaching career as a graduate assistant at Nebraska from 
1981 through 1983, In his first coaching stint with the Huskers, Bohl worked 
with the defensive backs and linebackers. 

Bohl was a reserve in the Husker secondary from 1977 through 1979, As 
a defensive back, he played on NU's 1979 Orange Bowl and 1980 Cotton Bowl 
squads. tle earned his bachelor's degree in business administration from 
Nebraska in 1981, 

Bohl ts married to the former Deanna Hauptman of Nebraska City, and they 
have 6-year-old twin daughters, Mallory and Morgan, and a 3-year old son 
Aaron, Deanna graduated from Nebraska in 1983 with a marketing degree, 


The Bohl File: 


Place of Birth: Lincoln, Neb. Family: Wife, Deanna; Children, twin daughters Mallory and 
Morgan, son Aaron. Education: Nebraska, bachelor's degree in business administration, 
1981. Playing Experience: 1977-79, Nebraska. Coaching Experience: 1981-83 Nebraska 
(graduate assistant/linebackers and defensive backs), 1984, North Dakota State (assistant 
coach/secondary),, 1985-86, Tulsa (assistant coach/linebackers); 1987-88, Wisconsin (as- 
sistant coach/linebackers), 1989-93 Rice (assistant coach/defensive coordinator), 1994, 
Duke (assistant coach/defensive coordinator and linebackers), 1995-present, Nebraska 
(assistant coach/linebackers). All-Conference Players (two): Terrell Farley, 1995, Jon 
Hesse, 1996. Academic All-Conference Players (two): Ryan Terwilliger, 1995, Bnan 
Shaw, 1997. Big Eight Defensive Newcomer-of-the-Year: Terrell Farley, 1995, Pro 
Players (one): Doug Colman, New York Giants, 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl...NU’s NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bow! Game 


The Nebraska Coaching Staff 


Ron Brown 
Assistant Coach 
Receivers 


Ron Brown is completing his I 1th 
season as the Huskers’ receivers coach. 
His receivers. noted as excellent perim- 
eter blockers, have helped Nebraska to 
seven NCAA rushing titles in the last 11 
seasons. In addition, the Husker receiy- 
ing corps has led the conference in touch- 
down receptions three times in his tenure 
and has been in the top three in all but two 
seasons. 

Eighteen of his former pupils have gone on to professional careers, 
including tight end Johnny Mitchell, the New York Jets 1992 first-round draft 
pick, and ‘Tyrone Hughes of the Chicago Bears, who was a two-time NFL Pro 
Bowl selection with the New Orleans Saints. 

In Brown's tenure at Nebraska, an average of two Husker receivers each 
season have been either drafted or signed free agent contracts. 

Brown joined Coach Osborne's staff after a four-year stint at Brown 
University. He spent one season as the Bears’ head freshman coach (1983), 
then moved up to the varsity staff and tutored the defensive backs for three 
seasons. He also served as the Assistant to the Athletic Director in 1986, In 
1985. the Bears' defense led the Ivy League and ranked among the nation's 
top cight in the NCAA Division's I-AA in rushing, scoring and total defense. 

A standout defensive back at Brown in the late 1970s and a member of the 
school's Sports Hall of Fame, Brown was credited with 115 tackles in his career, 
and he picked off seven passes in his first two seasons. Brown received his 
bachelor's degree from Brown in 1979, then earned his master's degree in 
health administration from Columbia University in 1982. He began his 
coaching career as a defensive coordinator for the semi-pro New Jersey Rams 
in 1982. before moying to his alma mater in 1983. 

Coach Brown hosts a weekly statewide Christian radio show across 
Nebraska. He wrote the chapter "Special [ssues for the Black Athlete" in a 
book lilled Black Students Guide to College Success, which is utilized by high 
school students across the nation, He authored a book on Nebraska's 1994 
National Championship season entitled "Unfinished Business." Most re- 
cently he has finished a booklet entitled "The Mark of a Champion", which 
highlights championship principles in life. In 1993, author Arthur L, Lindsay 
wrote a biography about Coach Brown enutled "/ Can.” 

Brown is a speaker and writer for the Fellowship of Christian Athletes and 
serves as the FCA's national spokesman for race reconciliation and writes a 
monthly column in FCA's national magazine, Sharing the Victory. An active 
member of the Lincoln community. Brown runs five statewide Christian 
camps for disadvantaged children each summer. He is married to the former 
Molvina Carter of San Diego, Calif. and they have a 3-year-old daughter, 
Sojourner Brown. 


The Brown File: 


Place of Birth: New York City, N.Y...Family: Wile, Molvina Carter, Daughter, Sojourner, 
Education: Brown. B.A in saciology, 1979: Columbia, master’s in health administration, 
1982. Playing Experience: 1975-78, Brown, Coaching Experience: 1982, New Jersey 


Rams (defensive coordinator); 1983, Brown (head freshman coach), 1984-86, Brown (assis- | 


tant coach/detenstve backs); 1987-present, Nebraska (assistant coach/receivers). Admin- 
istrative Experience: Assistant to the Athletic Director, 1986, Brown, All-Conference 
Players (Four): Dana Brinson, WB, 1988; Todd Millikan, TE, 1988; Johnny Mitchell, TE, 
1990-91; Jon Bostick, SE, 1991. Academic All-Conference Players (Seven): Tom Banderas, 
1987; Jon Bostick, 1991; Johnny Mitchell, 1991; Matt Shaw, 1994, Mark Gilman, 1995; 
Lance Brown, 1997; Jeff Lake, 1997. Academic All-American Player (One): Matt Shaw, 
1994, Pro Players (Five): Keith Neubert, New York Jets; Richard Bell, Pittsburgh Steelers; 
Nate Turner, Buffalo Bills; Johnny Mitchell. New York Jets, Dallas Cowboys; Tyrone 
Hughes, New Orleans Saints, Chicago Bears, Others Signing Pro Contracts (13): Tom 
Banderas, Washington Redskins; Von Sheppard, Minnesota Vikings: Rod Smith, Los 
Angeles Raiders, Dana Brinson, San Diego Chargers; Todd Millikan, Chicago Bears; 
Morgan Gregory, New England Patriots, Jon Bostick, Denver Broncos; Hendley Hawkins, 
Cleveland Browns; Corey Dixon, Atlanta Falcons, Trumane Bell. Denver Broncos: Eric 
Alford, New England Patriots; Gerald Armstrong. Hamilton TigerCats; Mark. Gilman, 
Cincinnati Bengals, 


George Darlington 
Assistant Coach 
Secondary 


George Darlington, the dean of Coach 
Tom Osborne's staff, is the only remain- 
ing member of Osbome's original Husker 
staff. Darlington is in his 25th season at 
Nebraska, and his 12th as the Huskers’ 
secondary coach after tutoring the de- 
fensive ends for 13 seasons. 

A former State of Nebraska Fellow- 
ship of Christian Athletes Coach-of-the- 
Year, Darlington helped deyelop four All-America defensive ends--George 
Andrews, Jimmy Williams, Derrie Nelson and Bob Martin. and he's had at 
least one first-team all-conference defensive back for 10 straight seasons. 

In 1997, sophomore cornerback Ralph Brown claimed a spot on the Big 
12 Conference first team, after earning conference defensive freshman-of- 
the-yeur honors in 1996. Sophomore rover Mike Brown was second-teamer, 
while senior free safety Eric Warfield added third-team accolades. 

In 1996, three members of Darlington's secondary were NFL draft picks, 
including Michael Booker, who went to Atlanta with the | Ith overall pick, 
Mike Minter was a second-round pick, while Eric Stokes went in the fifth 
round, In the last two years, Darlington has had five defensive backs earn spots 
on NFL. teams, including Tyrone Williams, a star for the defending Super Bowl 
champion Green Bay Packers, and the Denver Broncos' Tony Veland. 

Before joining Osborne's staff in 1973, Darlington spent four seasons as 
an assistant at San Jose State. He coached two years at Johnson Regional High 
School in Clark, N.J.. then started his college coaching carcer at Lebanon 
Valley (Pa.) College before going to San Jose State. A 1961 graduate of Rutgers 
University with a bachelor’s degree in history and physical education, 
Darlington earned his master’s degree from Stanford in 1962. While at 
Rutgers, he lettered in football in 1959 and 1960. and lettered twice in lacrosse, 
earning third-team All-America honors in 1961. George and his wife, Susan. 
have three children, Lisa , David and Julia, and four grandchildren, 


The Darlington File: 


Place of Birth: Charleston, W, Va, Family: Wife, Susan; Children, Lisa, David and Julia, 
four yrandchildren. Education: Rutgers, B.S, history and physical education, 1961, 
Stanford, M.A, Education, 1962, Playing Experience: 1959-60, Rutgers (football), 1960- 
61, Rutgers (lacrosse), Coaching Experience: 1962-63, Johnson (N.J,) Regional High 
School (assistant coach); 1964-67, Lebanon (Pa.) Valley (assistant coach); 1969-72, San 
Jose State (assistant coach); 1973-85, Nebraska (assistant coach/defensive ends); 1986- 
present, Nebraska (assistant coach/defensive backs), All-Conference Players (19): Steve 
Mansiedt, DE, 1973; Bob Martin, DE, 1974-75; Ray Phillips, DE, 1976; George Andrews, 
DE, 1978, Derrie Nelson, DE, 1979-80; Jimmy Williams, DE, 1981; Tony Felici, DE, 1981- 
82; Scott Strasburger, DE, 1984, Bill Weber, DE, 1984; Charles Fryar, CB. 1988; Tim 
Jackson, 5, 1988; Reggie Cooper, SS, 1989-90; Bruce Pickens, CB, 1989-90; ‘Tyrone 
Legette, CB, 1991; Tyrone Byrd, FS, 1992; Barron Miles, CB, 1993-94; Tyrone Williams, 
CB, 1994-95, Mike Minter, Rover, 1996, Ralph Brown, 1997, Academic All-Conference 
Players (11): Steve Manstedt, 1973; George Andrews, 1977-78; Bill Weber, 1982-83-84; 
Scott Strasburger, 1983-84; Scott Tucker, 1985; Brad Smith, 1985; Bryan Siebler, 1986; Jeff 
Tomjack, 1987; Mark Blazek, 1987-88: Eric Stokes 1995, Mike Brown, 1997, All-America 
Players (Four): Bob Martin, DE, 1975; George Andrews, DE, 1978; Derrie Nelson, DE, 
1980, Jimmy Williams, DE, 1981. Academic All-America Players (Four); George 
Andrews, 1978; Bill Weber, 1982; Scott Strasburger, 1983-84; Mark Blavek, 1987-88. Big 
12 Defensive Freshman-of-the-Y car (one): Ralph Brown, CB, 1996, Toyota Leader-of- 
the-Year (One): Mark Blazek, 1988. Pro Players (18): Jimmy Williams, Detroit Lions, 
Minnesota Vikings, Tampa Bay Buccaneers; Derrie Nelson, San Diego Chargers; Brian 
Davis, Washington Redskins, Seattle Seahawks. San Diego Chargers, Minnesota Vikings; 
Bnan Washington, Cleveland Browns, New York Jets, Kansas City Chiefs; Charles Fryar, 
Barcelona Dragons, Tim Jackson, Dallas Cowboys, Barcelona Dragons, Reggie Cooper, 
Dallas Cowboys; Tyrone Legette, New Orleans Saints, Tampa Bay Buccaneers; Bruce 
Pickens, Atlanta Falcons, Kansas City Chief§, Oakland Raiders; John Reece, Arizona 
Cardinals, Kansas City Chiefs; Toby Wright, St. Louis Rams; Barron Miles, Pittsburgh 
Steelers, Tyrone Williams, Green Bay Packers; Tony Veland, Denyer Broncos; Michacl 
Booker. Atlanta Falcons; Mike Minter, Carolina Panthers; Eric Stokes, Seattle Seahawks. 
Others Signing Pro Contracts (Five): Tahaun Lewis, Kansas City Chiefs, Curtis Cotton, 
Los Angeles Raiders; Kenny Wilhite, Chicago Bears; Steve Carmer, Houston Oilers; 
Kareem Moss, Houston Oilers, 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record 


The Nebraska Coaching Staff 


Turner Gill 
Assistant Coach 
Quarterbacks 


Former Husker signal caller Turner 
Gill is in his sixth season as. Nebraska's 
quarterback coach, 

Gill returned to his alma mater in 
August of 1992 afler spending the 1991 
season as receivers coach al Southern 
Methodist. 

This season, Gill has helped Scott 
Frost orchestrate the Nebraska option 
attack to perfection, 

Frost became the first Husker quarterback and only the 10th in NCAA 
history to pass and run for 1,000 yards in the same season, Frost rushed for 
1,095 yards and passed for 1.237 yards to account for 2,332 yards total 
offense, the second-best single-season total in school history, trailing Jerry 
Tagge's 197] total by one yard. Frost was a finalist for the Johnny Unitas 
Golden Arm Award and was a Davey O'Brien Award nominee. 

In 1995, Husker signal caller Tommie Frazier was a consensus. first-team 
All-American, won the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Award, finished as the 
runner-up for the Heisman Trophy and was a Davey O'Brien Award finalist, 
Frazier also became Gill's first all-conference quarterback in four seasons al 
Nebraska and set numerous Nebraska records, including the career total 
offense record, He was also a three-time bow! MVP. including the 1996 Fiesta 
Bowl and 1995 Orange Bowl, when Frazier led NU to national titles, 

In his rookie season on the coaching staff, Gill watched as Frazier became 
the first player in Nebraska history to start at quarterback as a true freshman 
in 1992 and went on to earn Big Eight Newcomer-ol-the-Year. 

As Nebraska's starting quarterback from 1981) through 1983. Gill led the 
Huskers to a 28-2 mark, including a 20-0 league record, and three conference 
titles. A three-time All-Big Eight pick and a second-team All-American as 
a senior, Gill was the catalyst of the Huskers’ high-octane 1983 offense. a 
season in which NU I-back Mike Rozier won the Heisman Trophy and Gill 
finished fourth in the voting for collegiate football's top award. The 1983 
team finished 12-1 and second in the final polls. In his four-year career (1980- 
83), Gill completed 231 of 428 passes for 3.317 yards. 34 touchdowns and 
a 540 completion percentage. He rushed for 1.317 yards and 18 TDs to finish 
fourth on NU’s all-time total offense chart with 4,634 yards. 

A talented all-around athlete, Gill spent two seasons with the Canadian 
Football League's Montreal Concordes (1984-85) and three years (1986-88) 
in the Cleveland and Detroit minor league baseball systems. He left baseball 
and returned to his native state to the University of North Texas in 1990, 
where he was a volunteer assistant football coach and earned a B.A. in behavior 
analysis. 

Gill returned to Nebraska and served as a graduate assistant on the Huskers’ 
1990 staff, then moved to SMU as a graduate assistant for the 1991 campaign. 
He took graduate courses at each school. Gill returned to Nebraska before the 
1992 season after SMU had elevated him to a full-time coaching position. 
He is married to the former Gayle DeBrie, of Kearney, Neb.. and they have 
two daughters, Jordan, 7, and Margaux, 3. 


The Gill File: 


Place of Birth: Fort Worth, Texas Family: Wife, Gayle; Daughters, Jordan and Margaux 
Education: University of North Texas, B.A. mi behavior analysis, 1990: has completed 
graduate work at Nebraska and SMU Playing Experience; 1980-83, Nebraska; 1984-85, 
Montreal Concordes; 1986-88, Cleveland and Detroit minor league baseball systems 
Coaching Experience: 1989, (volunteer assistant coach) North Texas. 1990, Nebraska 
(graduate assistant coach); 199]. Southern Methodist (graduate assistant/recetvers); 1992- 
present, Nebraska (assistant couch/quarterbacks), All-Conference Players (one): Tommie 
Frazier, 1995. Academic All-Conference Players (two): Brook Berringer, 1995, Scot 
Frost, 1997, All-America Players (one): Tommie Frazier, 1995, Johnny Unitus Award 
Winner (one): Tonymie Frazier, 1995. Dayey O'Brien Finalist (one): Tommie Frazier, 1995 
Heisman Finalist (one): Tommie Frazier, 1995 (2nd), Big Eight Offensive Player-of-the- 
Year (one): Tommie Frazier, 1995, Big Eight Offensive Newcomer-of-the-Y ear: ‘Tommie 
Frazier, 1992. Big 12 Offensive Neweomer-of-the-Year (one): Scott Frost, 1996, Pro 
Players (one): Tommie Frazier, Montreal Alouettes 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl...NU's NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Game 


Milt Tenopir 
Assistant Coach 
Offensive Line 


Milt Tenopir is in his 24th season with 
the Husker offensive line, and no college 
football team can boast the honors which 
Nebraska’s offensive linemen have piled 
up during, his tenure. 

Under Tenopir's guidance. NU has 
produced six Outland Trophy winners. 
including offensive guard Aaron Taylor 
in 1997. 

Taylor became the first Husker in history to earn first team All-America 
honors at two different positions, He claimed first-team honors at center in 
1996, With Taylor leading the charge, Tenoptr's line led the nation in rushing 
for the fifih time in the 1990s, rushing for 392.6 yards per game. 

In all, Tenopir has coached 18 All-Americans. 1] Academic All-Ameri- 
cans, plus a host of all-conlerence selections. The Huskers produced an 
unprecedented three straight Outland Trophy winners in Dave Rimington 
(1981-82) and Dean Steinkuhler (1983) and have now won three of the last 
six awards with svith Taylor (1997), Zach Wiegert (1994) and Will Shields 
(1992). 

Tenopir posted a 76-34-1 record as a high school coach in Kansas, 
Colorado and Nebraska before joining Coach Tom Osborne's staff in 1974, 

A native of Harvard, Neb.. and a graduate of Harvard High School, Tenopir 
received his bachelor’s degree from Sterling (Kan.) College in 1961 and took 
graduate studies at Kansas State, Adams State and Western State, Milt is the 
father of three grown children, Kim, Todd and Pamela, and has five 
grandchildren. He is married to the former Terri Richardson, and is the 
stepfather to two children. Dana, 17, and Daniel. 14. 


The Tenopir File: 


Place of Birth: Harvard, Neb, Family: Wife, Terr, Children, Kim, Todd, Pamela. Dana and 
Daniel, four grandchildren. Education: 8,8, Sterling College, 1961; has also completed 
graduate work at Kansas State, Adams State and Western State, Playing Experience: 1958- 
61. Sterling College Coaching Experience: 1962-74, Colorado, Nebraska, Kansas high 
schools; 1974-present, Nebraska (assistant coach/offensive line). All-Conference Players 
(43): Marvin Crenshaw, OT, 1974; Rik Bonness, C, 1974-75; Bob Lingenfelter, OT, 1976; 
Dan Schmidt, OG, 1976, Tom Davis, C, 1977; Greg Jorgensen, OG, 1977; Steve Lindquist, 
OG. 1978; Kelvin Clark, OT, 1978: John Havekost, OG, 1979 Kelly Saalfeld, OG, 1979; 
Randy Schleusener, OG, 1980; Dave Rimington, C, 1980-81-82; Dan Hurley, OT, 1981; 
Mike Mandelko, OG, 1982; Randy Theiss, OT, 1982; Dean Steinkuller, OG, 1983; Scott 
Raridon, OT. 1983; Mark Traynowiez, C, 1983-84, Harry Grimminger, OG, 1984, Mark 
Behning, OT, 1984; Greg Orton, OG, 1984; Brian Blankenship, OG, 1985; Bill Lewis, C, 
1985; Tom Welter, OT, 1986; Kevin Lightner, OT, 1987; John McCormick, OG, 1987: Jake 
Young, C, 1988-89, Bob Sledge, OT, 1988; Andy Keeler, OG, 1988, Doug Glaser, OT, 
1989; Tom Punt, OT, 1990; Will Shields, OG, 1990-91-92: Brian Boerboom, OT, 1991: Erik 
Wievert, OG, 1991: Jim Scott, C, 1992, Zach Wiegert, OT, 1992-93-94; Lance Lundberg, 
OT_ 1993; Ken Meblin,OG/C, 1993, Brenden Stat, OG, 1994; Aaron Graham, C, 1994-95, 
Eric Anderson, OT, 1995-97; Chris Dishman, OT/OG, 1995-96; Aaron Taylor, OG/C, 1995- 
96-97. All-America Players (18): Rik Bonness, C, 1974-75, Marvin Crenshaw, OT, 1975, 
Tom Davis. C. 1977; Kelvin Clark, OT, 1978; Randy Schleusener, OG, 1980, Dave Rimington, 
C, 1981-82: Dean Steinkuhler, OG, 1983; Mark Traynowiez, C, 1984; Harry Grimminyer, 
OG, 1984. Bill Lewis, C_ 1985; John McCormick, OG, 1987; Jake Young, C, 1988-89; Doug 
Glaser, OT. 1989; Will Shields. OG, 1992; Zach Wievert, OT, 1994; Brenden Stai, OG, 
1994, Aaron Graham, C, 1995, Aaron Taylor, C, OG, 1996-97, Academic All-Conference 
Players (30): Stan Waldemore, 1977, Tom Ohrt, 1978; Kelly Saalfeld, 1978-79, Randy 
Schleusener. 1979-80; Dave Rimington, 1980-81-82; Randy Theiss, 1980-81-82; Mark 
‘Traynowiez, 1983-84; Brad Muehling, 1983: Mark Behning, 1984; Tom Morrow, 1984; Tim 
Roth, 1985, Briar Blankenship, 1985, Rob Maggard, 1986, Tom Welter, 1986, John 


McCormick. 1987, John Nelson, 1988, Jake Young, 1989-90; Bill Bobbora, 1989; Jim 


Wanek, 1989-90; David Edeal, 1990; Rob Zatechka, 1991-92-93-94, Bill Ziegelbein, 
1991; Jim Scott, 1992, Ken Mehlin., 1992-93, Aaron Graham, 1993-94-95; Steve Ott, 1995, 
Erie Anderson, 1997; Adam Julch, 1997, Aaron Taylor, 1997, Jon Zatechka, 1996-97. 
Academic All-America Players (11): Kelly Saalfeld, 1979: Randy Schleusener, 1979-80; 
Randy Theiss. 1981-82; Dave Rimington, 1981-82; Mark Traynowiez, 1984; Tom Welter, 
1986: Jake Young, 1989, David Edeal, 1990, Jim Wanek. 1990: Rob Zatechka, 1993-94, 
Aaron Graham, 1995. ‘Today's Top Six/Eight (Six): Randy Sehleusener, 1981, Dave 
Rimington, 1981; Mark Traynowicy, 1985; Jake Young. 1990; Rob Zatechka, 1994; Aaron 
Graham, 1995. Pro Players (16): Dave Rimington, Cincinnati Bengals, Philadelphia 
Ragles; Dean Steinkuhler, Houston Oilers, Mark Traynowicz, Buffalo Bills, Anzona Cardi- 
nals, Bill Lewis, Los Angeles Raiders, Anzona Cardinals, New England Patriots, Mark 
Behning. Pittsburgh Steelers, Stan Waldemore. New York Jets; Tom Welter, St. Louis 
Cardinals, Arizona Cardinals, Keven Lighmer, Montreal Machine, Will Shields, Kansas 
City Chiefs; Lance Lundberg, New Orleans Saints; Brenden Sta, Piltsburgh Steelers; Zach 
Wicvert, St, Louis Rams; Rob Zatechka, New York Giants; Aaron Graham, Arizona Cardi- 
nals, Adam Treu, Oakland Raiders, Chris Dishman, Arizona Cardinals. Others Signing Pro 
Contracts; John McCormek, Miami Dolphins: Jim Seott, Chicago Bears 


The Nebraska Coaching Staff 


| 


Dan Young 
Assistant Coach 
Offensive Line & 
Kickers 


Dan Young is in his 15th season on the 
Nebraska coaching staff, his 12th as 
offensive line and kicking coach. 

Young became an offensive line coach 
with Milt Tenopir when Cletus Fischer 
retired from coaching after the 1985 
season. Young is also in charge of the 
Huskers’ punters and place-kickers. 
Young spent three years as head freshman/junior varsity coach, posting a 14- 
1-0 record, before joining the varsity staff. 

Outstanding special teams play is a Nebraska trademark. In 1997, 
placekicker Kris Brown set a school record by connecting on 16 consecutive 
field goals. Young's punt team ranked among the nation's top six in net 
punting each season from 1992 to 1994, and in 1996. punter Jesse Kosch set 
a school record with a 44.7-yard net punting average. 

Young came to Nebraska after six highly-successful seasons as the head 
coach at Omaha’s Westside High School, where his Warriors were 55-11-0 
from 1977-82, reached the state championship game three times. and posted 
back-to-back 12-0-0 state championship seasons in 198] and 1982. Young 
began his coaching career as head coach at Barneston (Neb.) High School from 
1962-64 (25-3-0), then, after a year as an assistant coach at St. Paul (Neb.) 
High School, he served as an assistant at Westside for 11 seasons. 

A graduate of Primrose (Neb.) High School, Young received his bachelor’s 
degree from Kearney State in 1962. He has done graduate work at Nebraska, 
Nebraska-Omaha, Missouri, and Reed College. and earned his master’s degree 
in liberal studies from Reed in 1972. He has a son, Jeff. a daughter, Kris, and 
four grandchildren. Young and his wife, Ronda. were married in the summer 
of 1995, 


The Young File: 


Place of Birth: Primrose, Neb. Family: Wife, Ronda; Children, Jeff, Kris; four grandchil- 
dren. Education: B.S. Keamey State, 1962; M.S. in liberal studies from Reed College, 1972. 
Playing Experience: 1959-62, Kearney State. Coaching Experience: 1962-64, Barneston 
(Neb.) High School (head coach); 1965, St. Paul (Neb.) High School (assistant coach): 
1966-76, Omaha (Neb.) Westside High School (assistant coach), 1977-82, Omaha (Neb.) 
Westside High School (head coach); 1983-85, Nebraska (head freshman coach); 1986- 
present, Nebraska (assistant coach/offensive line and kickers). All-Conference Players 
(21): Tom Welter, OT, 1986; Keven Lightner, OT, 1987; John McCormick, OG, 1987; Andy 
Keeler, OG, 1988; Bob Sledge, OT, 1988; Jake Young, C, 1988-89; Doug Glaser, OT, 1989; 
Tom Punt, OT, 1990; Will Shields, OG, 1990-91-92, Erik Wiegert, OG, 1991; Brian 
Boerboom, OT, 1991; Mike Stigge, P, 1991; Jim Scott, C; Zach Wiegert, 1992-93-94; Lance 
Lundberg, OT, 1993; Ken Mehlin, C/OG, 1993; Brenden Stai, OG, 1994; Aaron Graham, C, 
1994-95: Eric Anderson, OT, 1995-97; Chris Dishman, OT/OG, 1995-96; Aaron Taylor, 
OG/C, 1995-96-97, Academic All-Conference Players (24): Rob Maggard. 1986, Tom 
Welter, 1986; Dale Klein, 1986; John McCormick, 1987-88; John Kroeker, 1987; John 
Nelson, 1988; Jake Young, 1988-89; Bill Bobbora, 1989. Jim Wanek, 1989-90; David 
Edeal, 1990; Mike Stigge, 1989-90-91-92; Rob Zatechka, 1991-92-93-94; Bill Ziegelbein, 
1991; Ken Mehlin, 1992-93; Jim Scott, 1992; Aaron Graham, 1993-94-95, Darin Erstad, 
1994; Jesse Kosch, 1995; Steve Ott, 1995; Eric Anderson, 1997; Kris Brown, 1997, Matt 
Hoskinson, 1997; Adam Julch, 1997; Jon Zatechka, 1997. All-America Players (Eight): 
John McCormick, OG, 1987; Jake Young, C, 1988-89; Doug Glaser, OT, 1989; Will Shields, 
OG, 1992; Zach Wiegert, OT, 1994; Brenden Stai, OG, 1994; Aaron Graham, C, 1995; Aaron 
Taylor, C, OG, 1996-97, Academic All-America Players (Nine): Tom Welter, 1986; Dale 
Klein, 1986; John Kroeker, 1988; Jake Young, 1989; David Edeal, 1990; Jim Wanek, 1990; 
Mike Stigge, 1991-92; Rob Zatechka, 1993, Aaron Graham, 1995. Outland Trophy Win- 
ners (Three): Will Shields, OG, 1992; Zach Wiegert, OT, 1994, Aaron Taylor, OG, 1997 
Today's Top Eight (Three); Jake Young, 1990; Rob Zatechka, 1994; Aaron Graham, 1995. 
Pro Players (10): Tom Welter, St. Louis Cardinals; Keven Lightner, Tampa Bay Buccaneers, 
Montreal Machine; Will Shields, Kansas City Chiefs; Lance Lundberg, New Orleans 
Saints; Brenden Stai, Pittsburgh Steelers; Zach Wiegert, St. Louis Rams; Rob Zatechka, New 
York Giants; Aaron Graham, Arizona Cardinals, Adam Treu, Oakland Raiders; Chris 
Dishman, Arizona Cardinals. Others Who Signed Pro Contracts: John McCormick, Miami 
Dolphins; Jim Scott, Chicago Bears. 


Husker Graduate Assistant Coaches 


Jon Bostick concludes his first season as a graduate 
assistant coach with the Huskers. His primary duties 
are with the Husker defensive backs, assisting Ne- 
braska defensive backs coach George Darlington, 

A former All-Big Eight and Academic All-Big 
Eight receiver at Nebraska, Bostick spent five years 
with the Husker athletic development office before 
returning to the football program. He served as 
special projects coordinator in 1993 before becom- 
ing a development officer in 1994, 

Bostick graduated with a bachelor’s degree in 
communication studies from Nebraska in 1992. As 
a player, Bostick caught 55 passes during his career. 
He scored 15 touchdowns, which ranks second on 
the Husker career chart behind Johnny Rodgers. He 
is from Bellevue, Wash. 

Chad Stanley is completing his first season as a 
graduate assistant coach with the Huskers. Stanley, 
who works primarily with receivers and the Husker 
offense, served as an undergraduate assistant with 
Nebraska during the 1996 season, working with 
running backs coach Frank Solich. Stanley played for 
Nebraska for four seasons as a reserve fullback from 1991 to 1994, He earned 
a varsity letter in 1994. when he played two games for the national champion 
Huskers. 

A native of Lebanon, Kan., Stanley earned all-state and all-conference 
honors as a running back, defensive end and defensive back at Smith Center 
High. He earned his bachelor's degree in history from Nebraska in 1996 and 
is working toward his master's degree in the same area. 


Jon Bostick 


Chad Stanley 


Nebraska assistant coaches Milt Tenopir (left) and Dan Young have 
combined for 39 years on the Husker staff. 
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University Administration & Regents 


Dr. James 
Moeser 
Chancellor 


James Moeser became the 
18th chancellor of the Uni- 
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln 
on Feb, 1, 1996. He holds 
the rank of professor of 
music. Since arriving, 
Moeser (pronounced MEE- 
zer) has promoted an ambitious agenda. He has emphasized 
undergraduate education, keeping Nebraska's best students in 
Nebraska. He is working to increase the rigor of Nebraska's 
undergraduate curriculum while improving studentrecruitment 
and retention. He is especially interested in expanding the 
Honors Program with more courses, scholarships and residen- 
tial learning experiences. 

His second goal is to build world-class programs in areas 
Nebraska has_ identified strengths. He promotes efficient 
business practices to generate savings to be channeled into 
potentially pre-eminent programs. 


of students. He believes the university's role is not to dictate 
those values but assist students in developing their own value 
systems. He is committed to building an academic community 
diverse in culture, national origin and gender. 


professor and chairman of the department of organ. Moeser 
worked his way through the academic ranks until being named 
Dean of the School of Fine Arts. He was named Althaus 
Distinguished Professor of Organ in 1984, the first academic 
dean at Kansas ever to be named to a distinguished professor- 
ship. He was appointed Dean of the College of Arts and 
Architecture at Penn State in 1986 and was executive director 
of University Arts Services in charge of Penn State's cultural 
programs. He became Vice President for Academic Affairs and 
Provost at South Carolina in 1992. 

Born and raised in Texas, Moeser earned a bachelor of music 
degree with honors in 1961 anda master's of music in 1964 from 
Texasat Arlington. He completed advanced study in Berlin and 
Paris undera Fulbright grant and earned a doctor of musical arts 
from Michigan in 1967. He has an international reputation as 
aconcert organist and concertized until 1993. He was president 
of the American Guild of Organists and vice president from 
1986 to 1990. He chaired three of AGO's national pedagogy 
conferences and served as a consultant to churches and univer- 
sities. 

Chancellor Moeser's wife, Susan Dickerson Moeser, also 
holds a doctor of musical arts degree and is a faculty member 
in the UNL School of Music with an active concert organ 
schedule. Moeser is the father of two children, one is a college 
student in Kansas, and the other is a journalist in Phoenix. 


Moeser is committed to developing the character and values | 


He began his academic career at Kansas in 1966 asanassistant | 


Robert M. Allen, 
Hastings 


Drew Miller Ph.D., 
Papillion 


Rosemary Skrupa, J.D., 
Omaha 


Sarah Svoboda, 
UN-Medical Center 
Student Regent 


Don S. Blank, D.D.S., 
McCook 


Nancy L. O'Brien, Ph.D., 
Waterloo 


Dr. L. Dennis Smith, 
President 
University of Nebraska 


Chuck Hassebrook, 
Walthill 


John W. Payne, 
Kearney 


Charles S. Wilson, M.D., 
Lincoln 


Jason Winterboer, 
UN-Omaha 
Student Regent 
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Curtis Ruwe, 
UN-Lincoln 
Student Regent 


Bryan Reichmuth, 
UN-Kearney 
Student Regent 


Nebraska Athletic Administration 


Director of Athletics 
Bill Byrne 


In his fifih year at Nebraska, Bill 
Byrne continues to lead and improve 
one of the nation's best athletic pro- 
grams. Byrne became the I 1th Ne- 
braska Director of Athletics on June 
26, 1992, replacing the legendary Bob 
Devaney. 

He came to Nebraska following 10 
successful years at the University of 
Oregon. Highly respected among his 
peers. Byrne was elected vice-president and secretary-treasurer of the 
College Football Association. He is a member of the NCAA Legislative 
Strategic Planning Cabinetand has served on the NCAA Special Commit- 
tee on Marketing and Licensing.and the Committee on Special Events. He 
has worked tirelessly to establish a close relationship with the NU 
community and Husker fans. For five years, Byrne has canvassed the state 
visiting with boosters to learn the needs of all Husker fans. 

Among his many accomplishments at Nebraska, Byrne has continually 
upgraded facilities, including the addition of two HuskerVision replay 
boards at Memorial Stadium in 1994. Beside becoming the first collegiate- 
owned venue to feature replay boards for its fans, Memorial Stadium was 
renovated to include a state-of-the-art training room, expanded locker 
rooms for coaches and players, a new public address system, expanded 
restrooms and expanded concession areas. Section 14 was rebuilt in 1994 
to offer increased seating for disabled fans. 

Byrne's future plans ensure that NU's facilities remain the nation's best 


for Husker athletes and fans. He enlisted the Kansas City, Mo., firm of 


HOK Sports to develop a master facilities plan for the athletic program. 
A new press box and sky boxes are part of the renovation plans for 
Memorial Stadium, along with an expanded main concourse area. The East 
Stadium Plaza is being developed, while waterproofing and concrete repair 
continue throughout the stadium. The Athletic Ticket Office relocated to 
the Stadium Drive Parking Garage. and the new Huskers Authentic retail 
store opened built in the fall of 1997. 

The Bob Devaney Sporis Center will receive a new locker room for 
women's staff'and a new roof over the pool area. The central concessions 
will also be remodeled. The press box will expand at the NU Softball 
Complex, along with improvements at the NU Coliseum, Last year, the 
Devaney Center received a new sound system. new weight room, new 
women's basketball locker room and a passenger elevator. Buck Beltzer 
Stadium received new infield turf, and the NU Softball Complex got new 
dugouts. The computer center in the Boekel Academic Center also tripled 
in size. The Michael Grace Production Studio in West Stadium and new 
scoreboards al the NU Softball Complex, Buck Beltzer Stadium and the 
Bob Devaney Sports Center indoor track are also recent additions. 

Byrne's leadership has kept the Huskers among the nation's elite. In fact, 
during the 1996-97 season, Nebraska: 

@ recorded its best finish ever in the Sears National Directors! Cup 
standings, with a fourth-place showing in Division I. 

@ wonsix Big 12 championships(volleyball, soccer, women's swim- 
ming, women's gymnastics, men's and women's indoor track). 

@ finished in thetop 10 nationally in seven sports (men's: football and cross 
country: women's: volleyball, soccer. swimming, gymnastics and indoor track. 

# was chosen by the Dallas Morning News as the best athletic 
department in the Big 12 Conference. 

With Byrne's leadership, Nebraska became the first Big Eight school 
to add women's soccer as a varsity sport in 1994. Byrne continues to 


expand opportunities for Husker athletes. During 1997-98, women's | 


bowling was added as a varsity sport. and women's rifle will begin for the 


1998-99 season. giving the Huskers 24 sports, the most in the Big 12. 

Along with maintaining the highest standards on the field, Byrne has 
reorganized the department for the 2! st century. Stressing more efficient 
use of resources, Byrne has created a one-stop shopping type of 
organization to meet the needs of student-athletes, fans and contributors. 
He also reorganized Nebraska's fund-raising efforts and started an inte- 
grated marketing and licensing program. 

Byrne is recognized as a national leader in intercollegiate athletics and 
continues to make an aggressive effort to help place conference officials 
on key NCAA committees to represent Big 12 institutions. He has been 
instrumental in conference developmentand an active voice in its planning. 

In conjunction with the rest of the Nebraska's administration, Byrne has 
arranged to use the Husker football and basketball networks to promote 
causes and concerns important to the entire university community, 
including the institution's increased role in research. 

Before bringing his expertise to Nebraska, Byrne was the Oregon 
Director of Athletics, He assumed the duties of director ofathletics in May 
1984. as one of the youngest directors in Division I. Byrne established 
fund-raising offices in Portland and southern Oregon and established a full- 
time marketing and promotions operation, which blossomed to encom- 
pass the Oregon Sports Network for statewide in-house production of 
Ducks' games on radio and television. 

Byrne led the $19 million fund drive at Oregon that resulted in new 
homes for the Ducks! football team and athletic department offices. He 
was responsible for the construction of a new press box, sky suites and 
total renovation of Autzen Stadium, which concluded in 1991. Two years 
later, the facility's Hall of Champions was dedicated in Byrne's honor. 

Byrne has served as president of the National Association of Collegiate 
Directors of Athletics (NACDA) in 1991-92, and is in his sixth year on 
the NACDA Executive Committee. He was also chairman of the Pac-10 
Conference Executive Committee and was the National Athletic Fundraisers 
Association National Fundraiser-of-the-Y ear. 

Byrne grew up in Idaho and attended Idaho State. He was the student 
body president and received bachelor's and master’s degrees in business 
from Idaho State in 1967 and 1971, Before going to Oregon in 1982, he 
was Assistant Athletic Director at San Diego State (1980-82), Executive 
Director ofthe New Mexico Lobo Club (1976-79) and Director of Alumni 
Relations at Idaho State (1971-76). 

Byrne's wife, Marilyn, is the Dean of Graduate Studies in Education at 
Doane College and earned her Ph.D. in Higher Education Administration 
from NU. ‘The Byrnes have two sons and two grandsons, Nicholas and 
Davis. whose parents, Greg and Regina, livein Portland, Ore., where Greg 
isan athletic fundraiser for the University of Oregon. Their other son, Bill. 
was recently promoted to section manager for Visa in its world-wide 
computer center located in San Mateo, Calif. 


The Byrne family (from left): Regina, Greg, Marilyn, Nicholas, 
Bill and Bill, Jr. (not pictured, newborn grandson, Davis). 
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The University of Nebraska Athletic Staff 


Bill Byrne Glen Abbott Dr. Lonnie Albers Chris Anderson John Anderson John Archer 
Director of Athletics Equipment Manager Director of Assistant A.D., Sports Ticket Manager West Stadium 
Athletic Medicine Information Director Strength Coach 


Mike Arthur Chris Bahl Bryan Bailey Cindy Bell Cindy Benda John Bousek 
Assistant Director of Director of Athletic Coordinator of Director of Integrated Assistant Athletic Video Assistant 
Athletic Performance Licensing and Sales Reconditioning Systems Trainer 


Brad Brown Don Bryant Craig Busboom Bryan Carpenter Courtney Carter Dr. Pat Clare 
Assistant Athletic Sports Information Business Services Computer Video Assistant West Stadium Chief of Staff. 
Trainer Director Emeritus Manager Technician Strength Coach Orthopedic Surgeon 


Heidi Cuca Rodger DeGarmo Tom Dufresne Joni Duff Dr. Robert Dugas Dave Ellis 
Marketing Director Bob Devaney Sports Physical Therapist Football Secretary Team Orthopedist Coordinator of 
Center Strength Coach Performance Nutrition 


q 


bs an 
Boyd Epley Dave Finn Gary Fouraker Randy Gobel Mike Gooding Kirk Hartman 
Assistant A.D., Director Video Equipment Associate A.D., Assistant Director of Assistant Athletic HuskerVision Video 
of Athletic Performance Purchase Coordinator Business & Finance Athletic Performance Trainer Production Specialist 
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Frauke Hachtman 
Marketing 
Media Coordinator 


Blake James 
Development Officer 


Doug Lillie 
Devaney Center 
Superintendent 


Brian Mohnsen 
Computer Video 
Technician 


Al Papik 
Senior Associate A.D., 
Compliance Coordinator 


Dr. Tom Heiser 
Team Physician, 
Orthopedist 


Shot Kleen 
Chief Engineer 
HuskerVision 


Jennifer Little 
Assistant Sports 
Information Director 


Jean Morrow 
Foothall 
Recruiting Secretary 


Jack Pierce 
Director of Athletic 
Development 


Dr. Barbara Hibner 


Associate A.D., Senior 
Women's Administrator 


Norma Knobel 
Administrative Services 
Manager 


Pat Logsdon 
Director of Football 
Operations 


Brad Nachtigal 
Event Management 
Specialist 


Dr. Josephine Potuto 
Institutional 
Representative 


Robert Hicks 


Academic Counselor 


Beth Kuchta 


Academic Counselor 


Keith Mann 
Assistant Sports 
Information Director 


Danny Noonan 
Coordinator of 
Performance Education 


=) 


=f j 
Kim Schellpeper 


Academic Counselor 


Butch Hug 


Director of Events 


Hank Largin 
Assistant Sports 
Information Director 


Mike Mason 
Assistant Equipment 
Manager 


Tom Osborne 
Assistant A.D., 
Head Football Coach 


G_ 


Jeff Schmahl 


Director of HuskerVision 
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The University of Nebraska Athletic Staff 


John Ingram 
Director of Facilities 


Dennis Leblanc 
Assistant A.D., Academic 
Programs/Services 


Paul Meyers 
Development 


Officer 


Doak Ostergard 
Associate Head Athletic 
Trainer, ATC 


Rick Schwieger 
Production Specialist 
HuskerVision 


The University of Nebraska Athletic Staff 


Bill Shepard Dr. Jack Stark Jeff Steele Scott Strasburger, M.D. George Sullivan Barry Swanson 
Grounds Manager Performance Event Management Team Physician, Head Trainer Emeritus Marketing Coordinator 
Psychologist Specialist Orthopedist 


Curt Thompson Chad Wade Jerry Weber Mary Lyn Wininger Keith Zimmer 
Assistant to the Director Assistant Strength Coach Head Trainer, Assoc. Dir, Coath Osborne's Asst. Dir. of Academic & 
of Football Operations of Athletic Medicine Secretary Student Services 


The 1997 Nebraska Cornhuskers econ the fifth team alee Coach Tom Osborne and the 14th team in 108 years of Nebraska football 
to go undefeated through the regular season. The Huskers went 12-0 to win their second consecutive Big 12 North Division title and their 


first Big 12 Conference Championship game. 
The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl...NU's NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Game 


Scott Frost became the first Husker, second Big 12 quarterback and 10th player 
overall in Division I-A to rush and pass for 1,000 yards in a season with 1,095 yards 


rushing and 1,237 yards passing in 1997. 


The Players 
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Athletic Honors 


National Awards 
Paul "Bear" Bryant Coach-of-the-Year Award Finalist: 
Tom Osborne (one of six) 
Eddie Robinson/FWAA Coach-of-the-Year Semifinalist: 
Tom Osborne (one of 11) 
Lombardi Award Winner: 
Grant Wistrom. RE 
Lombardi Award Semifinalists: 
Aaron Taylor, OG (one of 12) 
Grant Wistrom, RE (one of 12) 
Outland Trophy Winner: 
Aaron Taylor, OG 
Outland Trophy Finalist: 
Jason Peter. DT (one of three) 
Aaron Taylor, OG (one of three) 


Grant Wistrom, RE (one of five) 

Jason Peter. RE (one of five) 
Football News Defensive Player-of-the-Year Semifinalists: 
| Jason Peter, DT 
| Grant Wistrom, RE 
{1997 AAU James E. Sullivan Memorial Award Nominee: 
Grant Wistrom, RE 


Aaron Taylor, OG 


Bronko Nagurski/FWAA Defensive Player-of-the-Year Finalists: 


Touchdown Club of Columbus Offensive Lineman-of-the-Year: 


Husker Seniors 
Huskers Say Goodbye to 23 Seniors: 


The Orange Bow! game is the last game for 23 Cornhusker se- 


| niors. During their careers, the | Jusker senior class won two national 


championships, three conference titles, played in three champion- 


ship games, posted an unprecedented 48-2 overall record, and did 


not lose at home. 


Nebraska's 23 seniors (starters in bold): 
Eric Anderson, OT, Lincoln, Neb. 
Jason Benes, Rover, Valparaiso, Neb. 
Tim Carpenter, TE, Columbus, Neb, 
Scott Frost, QB, Wood River, Neb. 

Jay Gates. CB, Aurora, Colo. 

Kyle Henson, Snapper, Waverly, Neb. 
Matt Hoskinson, OG/C, Battle Creek, Neb. 
Vershan Jackson, TE, Omaha, Neb. 
Jesse Kosch, P, Columbus, Neb. 

Jeff Lake, SE, Columbus, Neb, 

Curt Lenners, Rush End, Filley, Neb. 
Octayious McFarlin, WLB, Bastrop, Texas 
Jason Peter, DT, Locust, N.J. 

Fred Pollack, OT, Omaha, Neb. 

Ted Retzlaff, PK, Walton, Neb. 

Doug Seaman, C, Bellevue, Neb. 

Jay Sims, [B, Omaha, Neb. 

Aaron Taylor, OG, Wichita Falls, Texas 
Mike Van Cleave, OT, Huffman, Texas 
Eric Warfield, FS, Texarkana, Ark. 
Sean Wieting, SE, Tualatin, Ore. 
Grant Wistrom, Rush End, Webb City, Mo. 
Jon Zatechka, OG, Lincoln, Neb. 


1997 Husker Honor Winners 


Football News Offensive Player-of-the-Year Semifinalist: 
Ahman Green, IB 

Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Award Finalist: 
Scott Frost. QB (one of five) 


| Davey O'Brien Foundation National QB Award Semifinalist: 


Scott Frost, QB 


Doak Walker Award Finalist: 


Ahman Green, IB (one of three) 
Lou Groza Award Semifinalist: 
Kris Brown, PK 
Sports Illustrated 1997 All-Walk-on Team: 
Matt Hoskinson, OG/C 
Joel Makovicka, FB 
Brian Shaw, SLB 
Butkus Award Watch List: 
Jay Foreman, MLB 
Jim Thorpe Award Preseason Candidate: 
Ralph Brown, CB 


National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame Inductee: 


Dave Rimington, Center, 1979-82 


All-Americans 
First Team: 
Jason Peter, DT (AP, FWAA, Walter Camp, Sporting News) 


Aaron Taylor, OG (AP. Football News, AFCA,  WAA, Walter Camp, 


Sporting News) 


Grant Wistrom, RE (AP. AFCA, FWAA, Walter Camp, Sporting 


News) 
Second Team: 

Ahman Green, IB (AP, Sporting News) 
Third Team: 

Eric Anderson. OT (AP) 


Big 12 Honors 

Big 12 Defensive Player-of-the-Year: 
Grant Wistrom, RE (AP, Coaches, AS) 

First Team: 
Eric Anderson, OT (AP. Coaches, FBN, KC Star, DMN, AS) 
Ralph Brown, CB (AP. Coaches, FBN, AS) 
Ahman Green, IB (AP, Coaches, FBN, KC Star, DMN, AS) 
Jason Peter, DT (AP, Coaches, FBN, KC Star, DMN, AS) 
Aaron Taylor, OG (AP, Coaches, FBN. KC Star, DMN, AS) 
Grant Wistrom. RE (AP. Coaches, FBN, KC Star, DMN, AS) 


Second Team: 
Mike Brown, Rover (Coaches) 
Jay Foreman, LB (AP, DMN) 
Scott Frost, QB (AP. DMN, AS) 
Octavious McFarlin. WLB (AS) 
AS—American Statesman, FBN--Football News 


Third Team: 
Scott Frost, QB (Coaches) 
Josh Heskew, Center (Coaches) 
Chad Kelsay, RE (Coaches) 
Eric Warfield, FS (Coaches) 
Jon Zatechka, OG (Coaches) 


Honorable Mention: 
Kris Brown, PK (Coaches) 
Jay Foreman, LB (Coaches) 
Jesse Kosch, Punter (Coaches) 
Joel Makovicka, FB (Coaches) 
Fred Pollack, OT (Coaches) 
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First-Team All-Big 12 Huskers 


dn &, Be on BB, 


Ahman Green 
!-Back 


Eric Anderson 
Offensive Tackle 


Ralph Brown 
Cornerback 


Mike Rucker, RE (Coaches) 
Jason Wiltz, DT (Coaches) 

Big 12 Player-of-the-Week: 
Scott Frost, QB, twice, vs, Washington (Sept. 20), Missouri (Nov. 8) 
Ahman Green. IB, twice. ys. Texas Tech (Oct. 18), Colorado (Noy. 28) 
Grant Wistrom, RE, vs. Oklahoma (Nov. 1) 


ABC/Chevrolet Nebraska Players-of-the-Game 
($1,000 donated to school's general scholarship fund) 
Scott Frost vs. Washington, Sept. 20 
Grant Wistrom vs, Oklahoma, Nov. | 
Scott Frost vs. Missouri, Nov. 8 
Scott Frost vs. Colorado, Nov. 28 
Scott Frost vs. Texas A&M, Dec. 6 


CNN/SI College Football Player-of-the-Week: 
Scott Frost, QB vs. Missouri, Nov, 8 
Ahman Green, IB vs. lowa State, Nov. 15 


Academic Honors 


All-Americans 
NCAA Today's Top Eight: 
Grant Wistrom. RE 
National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame 
Postgraduate Scholarship: 
Grant Wistrom, RE ($18,000 over two years, one of eight Div. I-A) 
Burger King College Football Scholarship Athlete-of-the-Week: 
Jon Zatechka ($10,000 to school's general scholarship fund) 


GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-Americans: 
First-Team: 

Joel Makovicka, Jr., FB, 3.84, biological sciences 

Grant Wistrom, Sr. RE, 3.431, pre-pharmacy 
Second-Team: 

Scott Frost, Sr.. QB, 3.479, finance 

Chad Kelsay, Jr., RE. 3.614, finance 

Jon Zatechka, Sr., OG, 3.548, forestry, fisheries and wildlife 


GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-District VI: 
Lance Brown, Jr, WB, 3.745. management 
Scott Frost. Sr. QB. 3.479. finance 
Chad Kelsay, Jr. RE, 3.614. finance 
Joel Makovicka, Jr., FB. 3.84, biological sciences 
Grant Wisirom, Sr. RE, 3.431, pre-pharmacy 
Jon Zatechka, Sr. OG 3.548, forestry, fisheries and wildlife 


GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-America Nominees: 
Kris Brown, Jr. PK, 3.281, education 
Lance Brown. Jr. WB, 3.745, management 
Mike Brown, So., Rover. 3.222. general studies 
Scott Frost. Sr, QB, 3.479, finance 
Chad Kelsay, Jr.. RE, 3.614, finance 
Jeff Lake, Sr.. SE, 3.50, civil engineering 


| 


| Academic All-Big 12 First Team (18): 


Grant Wistrom 
Rush End 


Jason Peter 
Defensive Tackle 


Aaron Taylor 
Offensive Guard 


Billy Legate, Jr, PB, 3.455, education 

Joel Makovicka, Jr., FB, 3.84, biological sciences 

Brian Shaw, So., SLB, 4.00, animal science 

Travis Toline, Jr., RE, 3.642, mechanical engineering 

Grant Wistrom, Sr., RE, 3.431, pre-pharmacy 

Jon Zatechka, Sr.. OG, 3.548, forestry, fisheries and wildlife 


+4.) GPA, **two-time winner, ***three-time 
Dan Alexander, Fr., 1B, general studies 
Eric Anderson, Sr., OT, construction management 
Kris Brown, Jr., PK, education 
Lance Brown, Jr., WB, management** 
Mike Brown, So., Rover, general studies 
T.J. DeBates, So., TE, forestry. fisheries and wildlife 
Scott Frost, Sr., QB. finance** 
Matt Hoskinson, Sr., OG/C, English 
Adam Julch, So., OT, general studies 
Chad Kelsay, Jr., RE, finance** 
JeffLake, Sr., SE, civil engineering** 
Billy Legate, Jr.. FB, pre-education** 
Joel Makovicka, Jr., FB, biological sciences** 
Ted Retzlaff, Sr.. PK, agribusiness 
Brian Shaw+, So., SLB, animal science** 
Travis Toline, Jr., RE, mechanical engineering 
Grant Wistrom, Sr., RE, biological sciences*** 
Jon Zatechka, Sr.. OG, forestry, fisheries and wildlife** 


Honorable-Mention Academic All-Big 12 (17): 
Jason Benes, Sr., CB, mechanical engineering 
Ben Buettenback, So., LB, biological sciences 
Monte Christo, Jr., QB. biological sciences 
Jeff Clausen, So,, OT, communication studies 
Russell Froehlich, Jr.. LB, math 
Ben Gessford. Jr., OG, psychology 
Billy Haafke, Jr., SE, pre-education 
Quint Hogrefe. Jr.. LB, accounting 
Loran Kaiser, Fr.. DT, veterinary science 
Ben Kingston. So., FB, political science 
Bill Lafleur, Jr.. P, pre-education 
Brandon Mooberry. Fr., RE. general studies 
Willie Miller, Fr., FB. general studies 
James Sherman, So., OG, criminal justice 
Ross Tessendorf, Jr., DT, exercise science 
Mike Van Cleave, Sr., OT, art 
Brandt Wade. Jr.. OG, biological sciences 


Dec, 20, 1997 Graduates: 
Lance Brown, (Jr.), WB, management 
Scott Frost, QB. finance 
Jason Peter, DT, communication studies 
Jay Sims, 1B, communication studies 
Sean Wieting, SE, business administration 
Matt Hoskinson. OG/C, English 
Ted Retzlafi, PK. agribusiness 
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Nebraska Orange Bowl Rosters 


Alphabetical Roster: 


list includes all players 


o. Let. Name Pos. Ht. Wi. Birthday Yr. Hometown (High School/College) 
38 Alexander, Dan IB 6-0 250 3/17/78 Fr. Wentzville, Mo. 
95 * Allen, Derek DT 6-3 280 4/25/77 So. Russellville, Ark. 
89 Almanzar, Luis DT 6-3 265 12/15/76 Fr. Jersey City, N.J. (Dickinson) 
77 Altstadt, Steve OG 6-5 260 11/29/78 Fr. Fort Calhoun, Neb. (Fort Calhoun) 


70*** Anderson, Eric OT 6-4 305 7/16/75 Sr. Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 
28 Anderson, Josh LCB 5-8 175 8/15/77 Fr. Wahoo, Neb. 

194 * Antholz, Travis TE 6-4 225 11/4/76 So. McDonald, Kan. (Cheylin) 
82 Applegate, Sean SE 5-9 180 6/13/77 So. Lincoln, Neb, (Lincoln High) 


4] Baker, Rod WLB 6-0 210 10/28/77 Fr. Hastings, Neb. (Adams Central) 
52 Baldwin, Matt Cc 6-1 280 11/27/76 So. Arvada. Colo. (Bear Creek) 

41 Beevarovski, Sasho TE 6-4 250 11/23/76 Fr. Crown Point, Ind. (Lake Central) 

24** Benes, Jason RCB 5-11 190 2/21/75 Sr. Valparaiso, Neb. (Raymond Central) 
20 Beveridge, Tom SE 6-0 185 10/1/77 Fr. Sutherland, Neb. 

7 Boettner. Mic Rov. 6-1 190 1/27/79 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Millard North) 

14 Booker, Dion LCB 6-2 200 1/4/79 Fr. Oceanside, Calif, (El Camino) 

35** Brown, Kris PK 5-10 205 12/23/76 Jr. Southlake, Texas (Carroll) 

14** Brown, Lance WB 5-11 190 (3/24/75 Jr. Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-LaVista) 
21 * Brown, Mike Roy. 5-11 205 2/13/78 So. Scottsdale, Ariz. (Saguaro) 


22 * Brown Il, Ralph RCB_ 5-10 180 9/16/78 So. Hacienda Heights, Calif. (Bishop Amat) 
36 Buckhalter, Correll [B 6-2. 210 10/6/78 Fr. Collins, Miss. 
39 * Buettenback, Ben MLB 5-11 215 3/7/77 — So. Hastings, Neb. 
56 Bunton, Grant SLB 6-0 200 6/6/79 Fr. Shawnee, Kan, (Northwest) 
48 Burrow, Jamie MLB 6-2 240 11/4/78 Fr. Ames. lowa 
90*** Carpenter, Tim TE 6-3 250 11/27/74 Sr. Columbus, Neb. 
6 ** Cheatham, Kenny SE 6-4 205 8/11/76 Jr. Phoenix, Ariz. (South Mountain) 
9 * Christo, Monte QB 6-0 200 7/10/76 Jr. Kearney, Neb. 
Cielocha, Chris FB 5-11 200 5/6/79 “Fr. Columbus, Neb. (Columbus Scotus) 


68 * Clausen, Jeff OT 6-6 310 1/9/77 So. Dixon, Il. 

42 * Cobb, Josh FB 5-11 230 2/26/76 Jr. Wallace, Neb. 

92 Cotten, Tyler SE 5-10 165 8/25/78 ~-Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Millard North) 
15 Coyne, Jon MLB 6-4 205 7/7/78 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Omaha Westside) 
11 Crouch, Eric QB 6-0 190 11/16/78 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Millard North) 

3 Davison, Matt SE 6-1 180 10/24/78 Fr Tecumseh, Neb. 

85 * DeBates, T.J. TE 6-3 235 5/3/77 So. Stewartville, Minn. 

10 Denney, Luke WB 6-0 200 6/5/78 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Central) 


76 Diekmann, Billy OT 6-4 295 3/19/78 Fr. Cheney, Neb. (Norris) 
58 * Drum, Brandon DT/DS6-3 275 9/18/76 So. Columbus, Neb. (Scotus) 
33 Ebke, Mitch FS 6-1 180 7/2/78 — Fr. Fairbury, Neb, 

4 * Evans, DeAngelo IB 5-9 215 12/13/76 So. Wichita, Kan. (Collegiate) 
36 Finister, Demond RCB 5-10 175 10/27/75 Fr. Boys Town, Neb, 


20 Finley, Clint FS 5-11 200 3/27/77 Fr. Cuero, Texas 

83 Fischer, Craig SE 6-0 180 10/2/76 So. Leigh, Neb, 

38 Fischer, Eric RS 5-11 190 9/8/77 ~—sPr.:- Leigh, Neb. 

44** Foreman, Jay MLB 6-1 235 2/18/76 Jr. Eden Prairie, Minn. 

29 Friesen, Pat WB 5-11 175 =IN/1/78 “Fr. Henderson, Neb. 

43 Froehlich, Russell SLB 6-0 215 6/23/76 Jr. Omaha, Neb. (Bellevue East) 

7 * Frost, Scott QB 6-3 220 1/4/75 — Sr. Wood River, Neb. (Stanford) 
84 Fujan, Paul SE 5-10 165. 9/7/78 Fr. Wahoo, Neb, (Neumann) 

97 Fulton, Lonnie TE 6-5 250 1/11/77 Fr. Grand Island, Neb. 

18 Gates, Jay CB 6-0 185 1/29/74 Sr. Aurora, Colo. (Central) 

72 Gessford. Ben OG 6-2 260 8/12/76 Jr. Lincoln, Neb. (East) 

8 Gibson, John WB 5-11 185 2/10/77 “Fr, Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-LaVista) 
27 Giles, Marcus IB 5-11 185 12/20/78 Fr. Milford, Conn. (Milford Academy) 
77 Gill, Bobby DT 6-0 265 6/14/78 So. Lincoln, Neb. (Northeast) 

46 Gragert, Nick FB 6-2. 215 7/15/78 Fr. Columbus, Neb. 

30 ** Green, Ahman IB 6-0 215 2/16/77 Jr. Qmaha, Neb. (Central) 

46 Green, Mike OT 6-3 255 7/7/79 Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 


97 Grummert, Matt RE 6-2. 225 6/14/77_—“*Fr.:- Fairbury. Neb. 
53 Gustafson, Chris WLB 6-2 205 10/13/78 Fr. Gallup, N.M. 
80 * Haafke, Billy WB 5-11 190 (3/19/75 Jr. South Sioux City, Neb. 


Numerical Roster: 


No. Name Pos. 
1 * Eric Johnson WLB: 
| * Frankie London QB 
2 Brandon Harrison LCB 


3** Eric Warfield FS 
3 Matt Davison SE 
4*** Octavious MeFarlinWLB 


5 * Shevyin Wiggins WB 
6** Kenny Cheatham SE 


7 * Scott Frost QB 
8 John Gibson WB 
8 Brian Morro P 


9 * Monte Christo QB 
9 Khari Reynolds = RCB 
10 Brandon Quindt ROV 
11 * Jerome Peterson RCB 
12. Bobby Neweombe WB 


13 ** Ted Retzlaff PK 
13. Carlos Polk MLB 
14 ** Lance Brown WB 
15 Willie Miller VB 
16  ErwinSwiney  LCB 
16 Jay Runty QB 
17 ~=—- Dan Hadenfeldt PR 
18 Jay Gates CB 
19 ** Jesse Kosch P 
20 ~—- Clint Finley FS 


21 * Mike Brown ROY 
22 * Ralph Brown RCB 


22 * Ben Kingston FB 
23 ** BillLafleur’ i 
24 ** Jason Benes RCB 
25. Joe Walker LCB 


26 Casey Vanderhoef WB 
27 Greg McGraw FS 
28 Josh Anderson LCB 


29 * Gregg List ROV 
30 *#* Ahman Green IB 
31 ** Jay Sims 1B 
32 ** Bric Walther ES 


33 ** Sean Wieting WB 
34** Vershan Jackson TE 


35 ** Kris Brown PK 
36 ©=—s Correll Buckhalter IB 
37 * Tony Ortiz SLB 


38  DanAlexander IB 
39 * Ben Buettenback MLB 


40 ** Billy Legate EB 
41 SashoBecvarovski TE 
4! Rod Baker WLB 
42 * Josh Cobb FB 


43 Russell Frochlich SLB 
4d ®* Jay Foreman MLB 
45 ** Joel Makovicka FB 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl...NU 's NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Game 


Numerical (cont.): 


46 * Brian Shaw SLB 
47 * Josh KohL WLB 
48 Jeremy Stanislay FB 
49** QuintHogrefe SLB 
50 * Julius Jackson WLB 
53) = Kyle Henson = ==OG/DS 
52. Matt Baldwin c, 
54  DougSeaman c 
55*** Jason Peter DT 
56 Marcus Johnson OT 
57 ** Chad Kelsay LR 


58 * BrandonDrum DT/DS 
59 ** Josh Heskew Cc 
61 ** Brandt Wade OG 
62 ** Matt Hoskinson C/OG 


63 * James Sherman OG 
64*** Jon Zatechka OG 
65 Jason Schwab OT 
66 Ryan Priester OT 
67*** Aaron Taylor OG 
68 * Jeff Clausen or 
69 * Adam Julch OT 
70*** Eric Anderson OT 
71 ** Mike VanCleave OT 
72 ~~ Ben Gessford OG 
73*** Fred Pollack OT 
75 Russ Hochstein = OG 
76 ~=BillyDickmann OT 
77 ‘Jim Tansey OT 
77 Bobby Gill DT 
78  AaronHaviloyic OG 
79 Ross TessendorF DT 
80 * Billy Haafke WB 
81 Jake McKee TE 
82 Sean Applegate ‘SE 
83 Kyle Vanden Bosch RE 
83. ~~ Bric Fischer SE 
84 ** Mike Rucker LR 
85 * T.J. DeBates TE 
86 = Dorrick Roy TE 
88 ** Sheldon Jackson TE 
89*** JeffLake SE 
90#** Tim Carpenter TE 
91 Loran Kaiser DT 
92 ** Travis Toline RR 


93 Brandon Mooberry LR 
94 * Travis Antholz TE 
95 * Derek Allen DT 
96 * Steve Warren. DT 
97 Lonnie Fulton TE 
98*** Grant Wistrom RR 
99 * Jason Wiltz DT 


NOTE: Letters (*) do not 


include 1997 season 


Hadenteldt. Dan 
Hamik, Brad 
Harrison, Brandon 
Havlovic, Aaron 
Henson, Kyle 
Heskew, Josh 
Hochstein, Russ 
Hogrefe, Quint 
Hoskinson, Matt 
Ickes, Matt 
Jackson, Julius 
Jackson, Sheldon 
Jackson, Vershan 
Johnson, Eric 
Johnson, Marcus 
Johnson, Nate 
Julch, Adam 
Kaiser, Loran 
Kelsay, Chad 
Kingston, Ben 
Kobus, Chad 
Kohl, Josh 
Kollmorgen, Kyle 
Kosch, Jesse 
Lafleur, Bill 
Lake, Jeff 
Legate, Billy 
Lenners, Curt 
List, Gregg 
London, Frankie 
Long, Chace 
Makovicka, Joel 
MeFarlin, Octavious 
McGinn, Matt 
McGraw, Greg 
McKee, Jake 
Mehl, Levi 
Milius, Tom 
Miller, Willie 
Mooberry, Brandon 
Morro, Brian 
Murphy, John 
Nelson, Casey 
Newcombe, Bobby 
Ortiz, Tony 
Penny, Jon 

Peter, Jason 
Peterson, Jerome 
Piening, Hank 
Polk, Carlos 
Pollack, Fred 
Preister, Ryan 
Quindt, Brandon 
Raiola, Dominic 
Raymond, Steve 
Retzlaff, Ted 
Reynolds, Khari 
Roth, Brandon 
Roy. Dorrick 
Rucker, Mike 
Runty, Jay 
Rutherford, Jon 
Ryan, Eric 
Saalfeld, Chris 
Schwab, Jason 
Seaman, Doug 


PK 5-11 
FS 6-0 
LCB 6-0 
Cc 6-3 
OG/DS 6-1 
Cc 6-3 
OG 6-3 
SLB 5-11 
OG/C 6-1 
RCB_ 5-9 
WLB 6-0 
TE 6-4 
TE 6-0 
WLB 6-0 
OG 6-4 
WB 5-11 
OT 6-5 
DT 6-5 
LR 6-3 
FB 6-1 
TE 6-3 
WLB 6-1 
OT 6-4 
Pp 6-0 
P 5-11 
SE 6-4 
FB 5-11 
RE 6-3 
Rov. 6-0 
QB 6-0 
PK 6-0 
FB 5-11 
WLB 5-11 
OT 6-5 
FS 5-8 
TE 6-1 
SLB 6-0 
DT 6-3 
FB 6-0 
LR 6-5 
P 3-9 
TE 6-3 
DT 6-1 
WB 6-0 
SLB. 6-0 
MLB 6-2 
DT 6-5 
RCB 5-7 
FB 6-2 
MLB 6-3 
OT 6-4 
OT 6-1 
Rov. 6-0 
c 6-3 
SLB 6-0 
PK 6-0 
RCB- 5-10 
WLB_ 6-2 
TE 6-3 
LR 6-6 
QB 6-0 
OG 6-3 
RR 6-1 
OG 6-2 
OT 6-1 
Cc 6-1 


195 
180 
175 
270 
290 
280 
265 
210 
280 
185 
230 
245 
240 
200 
290) 
170 
310 
255 
250 
230 
220 
220 
275 
190 
200 
210 
225 
225 
200 
180 
200 
235 
200 
240 
200 
220 
190 
260 
235 
240 
170 
235 
230 
185 
215 
220 
285 
185 
205 
245 
305 
280 
200 
300 
205 
180 
175 
225 
240 
250 
185 
270 
225 
260) 
300 
280 


8/7/76 
11/15/77 
9/14/75 
5/7/77 
9/12/75 
9/2/75 
10/7/77 
8/26/75 
1/22/75 
12/10/78 
11/7/76 
7/24/76 
2/27/75 
4/30/76 
1/13/77 
3/19/79 
1/31/77 
3/22/78 
4/9/77 
8/19/76 
4/11/77 
1/24/77 
2/7/79 
9/20/74 
2/25/76 
9/6/74 
12/6/75 
8/29/74 
2/8/77 
11/24/76 
4/8/78 
10/6/75 
8/10/75 
1/12/79 
4/12/77 
7/29/77 
10/23/78 
1/24/77 
9/17/78 
11/12/77 
12/11/75 
5/31/77 
12/20/78 
8/8/79 
7/3/77 
10/19/78 
9/13/74 
4/28/76 
11/19/77 
2/22/77 
12/27/74 
3/5/78 
10/1/77 
12/30/78 
4/3/76 
4/15/75 
35/19/78 
10/8/78 
4/2/75 
2/28/75 
9/13/77 
8/29/78 
6/22/76 
11/14/77 
5/12/77 
3/8/75 


So. 


Fr. 
Jr. 


So. 


Sr. 
Jr. 
Fr. 
Jr. 


Sr. 


Fr. 


So. 


Jr. 


Sr. 


Jr. 


So. 


Fr, 


So. 


Fr. 
Jr. 


So. 
So. 
So. 


Fr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
So. 


So. 


Fr. 
Jr. 
Sr. 
Fr. 


So. 


Fr. 
Fr. 


So. 


Fr. 
Fr, 
Jr. 
Fr. 
Fr, 


Des Moines, lowa (Valley) 
Hawarden, lowa (West Sioux) 
Gainesville, Texas (Gainesville/Blinn Coll.) 
Osceola, Neb. (David City Aquinas) 
Waverly, Neb. (Kentucky) 
Yukon, Okla. (Mustang) 
Hartington, Neb. (Cedar Catholic) 
Auburn, Neb. 

Battle Creek, Neb. 

Page, Neb. (Orchard) 
Gainesville, Texas 

Diamond Bar, Calif. (Damien) 
Omaha, Neb. (South) 
Phoenix, Ariz. (Alhambra) 
Oceanside, Calif. (Vista) 

Wood River, Neb. 

Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 

Farwell. Neb. (St. Paul) 
Auburn, Neb. 

Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 
Columbus, Neb. 

Hastings, Neb. 

Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 
Columbus, Neb. (Scotus) 
Norfolk, Neb, (Norfolk Catholic) 
Columbus, Neb. (Lakeview) 
Clearwater, Neb. 

Filley, Neb. 

Valentine, Neb. 

Lake Charles, La. (LaGrange) 
Wahoo, Neb. 

Brainard, Neb. (East Butler) 
Bastrop, Texas 

Merna, Neb, (Anselmo-Merna) 
Millville, NJ. 

Goodland, Kan, 

Crete, Neb. 

Lincoln, Neb. (Pius X) 

Omaha, Neb. (Bellevue West) 
Lexington, Neb. 

Middletown, N.J. (South) 
Crawford, Neb. 

Newman Grove, Neb. 
Albuquerque, N.M. (Highland) 


. Waterbury, Conn. (Crosby) 

. Lawrence, Kan. 

. Locust, N.J. (Milford Academy) 
. Port Allen, La. 


Lincoln, Neb. (Milford) 
Rockford, Ill. (Guilford) 


. Omaha, Neb. (Creighton Prep) 


Humphrey. Neb. (St. Francis) 


. Scottsbluff, Neb. 

. Honolulu, Hawaii (St. Louis School) 
. Gering, Neb, 

. Walton, Neb. 

. Mays Landing, N.J. (Egg Harbor Township) 
. Milford, Neb. 

. Inglewood, Calif. (Montclair Prep) 

. St. Joseph, Mo, (Benton) 

. Elkhorn, Neb. 

. Midwest City, Okla. (Midwest City) 
. Overton, Neb. 

. North Bend, Neb, 

. Eagan, Minn. (Cretin-Derham Hall) 

. Bellevue, Neb. (Bellevue East) 
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46 * Shaw, Brian SLB 6-1 215 
63 * Sherman, James OG 6-2 300 
78 Siebenborn. Scott RR 6-4 235 
31** Sims, Jay IB 6-1 220 
25 Soucie. Travis IB 5-1] 195 
48 Stanislay, Jeremy FB 6-0 205 
35 Svoboda, Ryan SLB 6-1 215 
16 Swiney, Erwin LCB 6-1 180 
16 Tack, Chuck PK/P 6-4 195 
77 Tansey. Jim OT 6-2 305 
67*** Taylor, Aaron OG 6-1 305 
31 Terrio, Nick MLB 6-0 200 
79 Tessendorf, Ross DT 6-1 275 


10/11/76 So. Deweese, Neb. (Sandy Creek) 
10/23/77 So. LaVerne, Calif. (Whittier) 
3/19/78 Fr, Columbus, Neb. 

11/3/71 Sr. Omaha, Neb. (Omaha Cent./W,Memphis) 
11/30/77 Fr. Hastings, Neb. (St. Cecilia) 
10/27/77 Fr. Prague, Neb. 

9/28/78 Fr. David City. Neb. (Aquinas) 
10/8/78 Fr. Lincoln, Neb. (Northeast) 
7/13/79 «Fr. Omaha, Neb. (Millard South) 
5/25/77 Fr. Cranford. N.J. 

1/21/75 Sr. Wichita Falls, Texas (Rider) 
6/15/79 Fr. Laguna Beach, Calif. 

12/22/75 Jr. Columbus, Neb. (Lakeview) 


20 Tillery, Alik LCB 5-11 190 11/26/79 Fr. Brussels, Belgium (Shape American) 
92 ** Toline, Travis RR 6-3 245 11/12/75 Jr. Wahoo, Neb. 

}2 Turner, Arion FS 5-10 160 9/2/79 Fr. Los Angeles, Calif. (Dorsey) 

48 Tuttle, Chad MLB 6-0 210 6/11/77 Fr. Wahoo, Neb. (Omaha North) 


83 Van Boening, SimonWLB 6-2 210 
71** Van Cleave, Mike OT 6-2 290 
83 Vanden Bosch, Kyle RE 6-4 235 
26 Vanderhoef.Casey WB = 5-10 195 
52 Vedral, Mark SLB 6-1 205 
37 Volk, Dave OT 6-5 275 
61** Wade, Brandt OG 6-2 290 
25 Walker, Joe 5-10 190 
32 ** Walther, Eric FS 6-0 180 
94 Wardyn. Brandon LR 6-3 230 
3 ** Warfield, Eric FS 6-0 195 
96 * Warren, Steve DT 6-1 295 
24 White, Dan IB 5-9 185 
85 Wichmann, J.P. RR 6-5 220 
33 * Wieting, Sean SE 5-9 190 

5 * Wiggins, Shevin WB 5-11 190 
199 * Wiltz, Jason DT 63 310 
98*** Wistrom, Grant RR 6-5 255 
81 Wistrom, Tracey TE 6-5 205 
10 Woodward, Wes LCB 5-9 175 
64*** Zatechka, Jon OG 6-2 290 


Coaching Staff 


Assistant A.D./Head Coach: Tom Osborne (Hastings, 1959) 

Record: 254-49-3 (24 years), .835 winning percentage is second in the nation; his teams have won at least nine games every year, a continuing NCAA 
| record, and have gone to 25 consecutive bowl games. 

Assistant Coaches; Assistant Head Coach/Running Backs: [rank Solich: Defensive Coordinator/Defensive Line: Charlie McBride: 
Linebackers: Craig Bohl: Receivers: Ron Brown: Secondary: George Darlington; Quarterbacks: Turner Gill: Rush Ends: Nelson Barnes: 
Offensive Line: Milt Tenopir; Offensive Line/Kickers: Dan Young 
Graduate Assistant Coaches: Jon Bostick. Chad Stanley 
Student Assistant Coaches: Chris Bassett, Andy Bilanzich, Leslie Dennis, Trent Gumm, Ryan Held, Michael Hoffman, Matt Hunting, Casey 
| Macken, Kareem Sears, Brendan Zah! 


11/2/78 Fr. Fairfield. Neb. (Sandy Creek) 

4/20/74 Sr, Huffman, Texas (Hargrave) 

11/17/78 Fr. Larchwood, lowa (West Lyon Community) 
12/8/77 Fr. Alpine, Utah 

7/26/78 Fr. Gregory. $.D. 

8/1/78 Fr. Battle Creek, Neb, 

9/30/75 Jr. Springfield, Neb. (Platteview) 

3/19/77 Fr, Arlington, Texas (Arlington-Lamar) 
11/6/75 Jr. Juniata, Neb, (Hastings Adams Central) 
9/29/77 ‘Fr. Farwell, Neb. (St. Paul) 

3/3/76 ~=Sr. Texarkana, Ark. (Arkansas) 

1/22/78 So. Springfield, Mo. (Kickapoo) 

8/11/78 Fr. Green Bay. Wis. (Ashwaubenon) 

12/24/78 Fr. Shawnee, Kan. (Shawnee Mission Northwest) 
6/19/75 Sr. Tualatin, Ore. (Tigard) 

9/27/74 Jr. Palmetto, Fla. (Manatee) 

11/23/76 Jr. New Orleans, La. (St. Augustine) 

7/3/76 Sr. Webb City, Mo. 

8/28/78 Fr. Webb City, Mo. 

9/13/78 Fr, Omaha, Neb. (Creighton Prep) 

6/10/75 Sr. Lincoln, Neb. (East) 


Joel Makovicka, FB 


Mackovicka... Mack-oh-VICK-uh 


Miscellaneous Husker Tidbits Pronunciation Guide 

Players from thestateof Florida: | True Freshmen Playing: Beevarovski ...Beck-va-ROSS-ski Pollack ....,.......0:-0-- Paulluck 

Shevin Wiggins. Palmetto, | Correll Buckhalter, IB BOE So scicecscirecses BEN-ish Khari Reynolds .........-+ CAR-ce 

Wingback Matt Davison. SE Froehlich 2... Froetick SHHBEY Gece cunrri SWEE-nee 
/ Bobby Neivcamoe, Wid Gragert ....csccssccscsee GRAY-gert TOE eas cy snopes ‘Toe-LEEN 

Starters from Lincoln, Neb.: Erwin Swiney, LCB Hantke HALF-key Walther WALL-ther 

Eric Anderson, OT Kyle Vanden Bosch, RE digi soso, Rah ne Si 

Erwin Swiney, CB Joe Walker, CB Hochstein ........000. HOKE-stine Wiching ...s.e eens WEE-ing 

Jon Zatechka, OG Hogrete o....cccccce. HOE-greef Zatechka ............ ZAD-ess-kuh 

Former Walk-on Starters: Vershan Jackson .... Ver-S}IAWN 
True Freshman Starters: Jesse Kosch, Punter ISISSENY Spo dnirsytenicucsnitdarerad Cush 
Erwin Swiney, LCB Jeff Lake, SE V1 pe Luh-FLUER 
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| (as of Dee. 13, 1997) 


Offense 
SE: 89 Jeff Lake***, 6-4, 210, Sr., Columbus, Neb. (Lakeview) 
-OR- 6 Kenny Cheatham**, 6-4, 205, Jr., Phoenix, Ariz. 
(South Mountain) 
3 Matt Davison, 6-1, 180, Fr., Tecumseh, Neb. 
80 Billy Haafke*, 5-11, 190, Jr., South Sioux City, Neb. 
83 Craig Fischer, 6-0, 180. So.. Leigh, Neb. 


LT: 73 Fred Pollack***, 6-4, 305, Sr., Omaha, Neb. (Creighton 
Prep) 

Adam Julich”, 6-5, 310, So., Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 

Mike Van Cleave**, 6-2,290, Sr., Huffman, Texas (Hargrave) | 


Aaron Taylor***,6-1,305,Sr., Wichita Falls, Texas (Rider)+ 
dames Sherman*, 6-2, 300, So., LaVerne, Calif. (Whittier) 
Brandt Wade**, 6-2, 290, Jr., Springfield, Neb. (Platteview) 


Josh Heskew**, 6-3, 280, Jr., Yukon, Okla. (Mustang) 
Matt Hoskinson**, 6-1, 280, Sr., Battle Creek, Neb. 
Matt Baldwin, 6-1, 280, So. Arvada. Colo. (Bear Creck) 
RG: Jon Zatechka***, 6-2, 290, Sr., Lincoln, Neb. (East) 
Matt Hoskinson**, 6-1, 280, Sr., Battle Creek, Neb. 
Ben Gessford, 6-2. 260, Jr., Lincoln, Neb. (East) 

RT: Eric Anderson***, 6-4, 305, Sr., Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 
Jason Schwab, 6-1. 300, So, Eagan, Minn. (Cretin-Derham Hall) 
Jeff Clausen*, 6-6, 310, So., Dixon, IL 


Tim Carpenter***, 6-3, 250, Sr., Columbus, Neb. 
Vershan Jackson**, 6-0, 240, Sr., Omaha, Neb. (South)+ 
Sheldon Jackson**, 6-4, 245, Jr., Diamond Bar, Calif. 
(Damien) 

T.J. DeBates”, 6-3, 235, So,, Stewartville, Minn. 


7 Scott Frost*, 6-3, 220, Sr., Wood River, Neb. (Stanford) 
1 Frankie London*, 6-0, 180, So., Lake Charles, La. 
(LaGrange) 

Monte Christo*, 6-0, 200, Jr., Kearney, Neb. 


Joel Makovicka**, 5-11, 235, Jr., Brainard, Neb. (E. Butler) 
Billy Legate**, 5-11, 225, Jr., Clearwater, Neb. 

Willie Miller, 6-0, 235, Fr, Omaha, Neb. (Bellevue West) 

Josh Cobb*, 5-11, 230, Jr., Wallace, Neb. 

Ben Kingston“, 6-1, 230, So., Omaha, Neb. (Westside) 


Ahman Green**, 6-0, 215, Jr., Omaha, Neb. (Central) 

Correll Buckhalter, 6-2. 210, Fr., Collins. Miss. 

Jay Sims**,6-1, 220, Sr., Omaha, Neb, (W. Memphis, Ark.) 
Dan Alexander. 6-0. 250. Fr.. Wentzville, Mo. 


Lance Brown**, 5-11, 190, Jr, Papillion,Neb. (Pap.-LaVista) 
Shevin Wiggins*, 5-11, 190, Jr., Palmetto, Fla. (Manatee) 
Bobby Newcombe, 6-0, 185, Fr.. Albuquerque, N.M, (Highland) 
Sean Applegate, 5-9, 180, So., Lincoln, Neb. (Lincoln High) 


Kris Brown**, 5-10, 205, Jr., Southlake, Texas (Carroll) 
Ted Retzlaff**, 6-0, 180, Sr., Waverly, Neb. 
Dan Hadenfeldt, 5-11. 195, So., Des Moines, Towa (Valley) 


Injured: 
IB—4+ DeAngelo Evans*, 5-9, 215, So., Wichita, Kan. (Collegiate) (pelvic) 
WB--8 John Gibson, 5-11, 185, Fr. Papillion, Neb. (Papillion-La 
Vista)(knee): SE--33 Sean Wieting*, 5-9, 190, Sr,, Tulatin, Ore. 
(Tigard)(knee) 


1997 Prebowl Husker Depth Chart 


RCB:22 Ralph Brown*, 5-10, 180, So., Hacienda Heights, Calif. 


LR: 84 Mike Rucker**, 6-6, 250, Jr., St. Joseph, Mo. (Benton) 

57 Chad Kelsay**, 6-3, 250, Jr., Auburn, Neb. 

83 Kyle Vanden Bosch, 6-4, 235, Fr.. Larchwood, lowa 

(West Lyon Community) 

93 Brandon Mooberry, 6-5, 240, Fr., Lexington, Neb, 
DT; Jason Wiltz*, 6-3, 310, Jr., New Orleans, La. (St. Augustine) 
Steve Warren*, 6-1, 295, So., Springfield, Mo. (Kickapoo) 
Brandon Drum*, 6-3, 275, So., Columbus, Neb. (Scotus) 
DT: Jason Peter***, 6-5, 285, Sr., Locust, N.J. (Milford Acad.)+ 
Derek Allen*, 6-3, 280, So., Russellville, Ark. 
Loran Kaiser, 6-5, 255, Fr., Farwell, Neb. (St. Paul) 


Grant Wistrom***, 6-5, 255, Sr., Webb City, Mo.+ 
Travis Toline**, 6-3, 245, Jr., Wahoo, Neb. 
Curt Lenners, 6-3, 225, Sr., Filley, Neb. 


Tony Ortiz*, 6-0, 215, So., Waterbury, Conn, (Crosby) | 
Brian Shaw*, 6-1, 215, So., Deweese, Neb. (Sandy Creek) 
49 Quint Hogrefe*, 5-11, 210, Jr., Auburn, Neb. 


MLB;:44 Jay Foreman**, 6-1, 235, Jr., Eden Prairie, Minn. 
13 Carlos Polk. 6-3, 245, Fr., Rockford, Il. (Guilford) 
39 Ben Buettenback*, 5-11, 215, So., Hastings, Neb. 


WLB: 4 Octavious McFarlin***, 5-11, 200, Sr., Bastrop, Texas 
1 Eric Johnson*, 6-0, 200, Jr., Phoenix, Ariz, (Alhambra) 
50 Julius Jackson*, 6-0, 230, So., Gainesville, Texas 
47 Josh Kohl", 6-1, 220, So., Hastings, Neb. 


LCB:16 Erwin Swiney. 6-1, 180, Fr., Lincoln, Neb. (Northeast) 
2 Brandon Harrison, 6-0, 175, Jr.. Gainesville. Texas (Blinn Coll.) 
25 Joe Walker, 5-10, 190, Fr.. Arlington, Texas (Arlington-Lamar) 
28 Josh Anderson, 5-8, 175, Fr., Wahoo, Neb. 
FS: 3 Eric Warfield**, 6-0, 195, Sr., Texarkana, Ark, (Arkansas) 
20 Clint Finley, 5-11, 200. Fr., Cuero, Texas 
32 Eric Walther**, 6-0, 180, Jr., Juniata, Neb. (Hastings 
Adams Cent.) 


ROV:21 Mike Brown", 5-11, 205, So., Scottsdale, Ariz. (Saguaro) 
10 Brandon Quindt, 6-0, 200, Fr., Scottsbluff, Neb. 
29 Gregg List*, 6-0, 200, So., Valentine, Neb. 


(Bishop Amat) 
11 Jerome Peterson*, 5-7, 185, So., Port Allen, La. 
9 Khari Reynolds, 5-10, 175, Fr., Mays Landing, N.J. 
(Egg Harbor Township) 
24 Jason Benes*, 5-11, 190, Sr., Valparaiso, Neb. (Raymond- 
Central) 


19 Jesse Kosch**, 6-0, 190, Sr., Columbus, Neb. (Scotus) 

23 Bill Lafleur**, 5-11, 200, Jr., Norfolk, Neb. (Norfolk Catholic) 
35 Kris Brown**, 5-10, 205, Jr., Southlake, Tex. (Carroll) 

17 Dan Hadenfeldt, 5-11, 195, So.. Des Moines, lowa (Valley) 


e 2 
Specialists 
5 Shevin Wiggins*, 25 Joe Walker, 
6 Kenny Cheatham**, 12 Bobby Newcombe 
14 L. Brown**, 5 Wiggins*, 12 Newcombe 
13 Ted Retzlatf**, 1 Frankie London* 
51 Kyle Henson, 58 Brandon Drum* 


KO Returns 


Punt Returns 
Holder 
Snapper 


Key: *Letters earned; Returning lettermen in boldface; 
tindicates 1997 team co-captains 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record | 43 | 


#98 Grant Wistrom 


Right Rush End 
6-5, 255, Sr. 
Letters: Three 
Webb City, Mo. 


1997 Lombardi Award Winner 
Two-Time All-American 
(1996--AP, Football Writers, AFCA 
Coaches, Sporting News, Football News; 1997--AP, AFCA, 
Walter Camp, FWAA, Sporting News) 

Two-Time Bronko Nagurski Defensive Player-of-the-¥ ear 
Finalist 

1997 AAU James E. Sullivan Memorial Award Nominee 
Two-Time Football News Defensive Player-of-the-Y ear 
Semifinalist 
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Three-Time First-Team All-Conference 

1997 National Football Foundation and College Hall of Fame 
Postgraduate Scholarship Winner ($18,000 over two years) 
1997 Big 12 Player-of-the-Week vs. Oklahoma 

1997 Team Co-Captain 

Two-time First-Team GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-American 
NCAA Today's Top Eight Award Winner 

Three-Time GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-District VII 
Two-Time Academic All-Big 12 

1996 TD Club of Columbus College Def. Lineman-of-the- Y ear 
1996 CFA Scholar-Athlete 
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The 1997 Lombardi Award winner, Grant Wistrom has established 
himselfas one of the top defensive players in the country. The senior from 
Webb City, Mo., isatwo-time, first-team All-American and two-time Big 
12 Defensive Player-of-the-Y ear, A two-time finalist forthe 1997 Bronko 
Nagurski Defensive Player-of-the-Y ear award, Wistrom is a three-year 
starter for a team that ranks in the top 12 in three of the four major 
categories. With 58.5 career tackles-for-losses, Wistrom is NU’s all-time 
leader in that category, passing former Husker All-Americans Trev 


second in school history with his 26.5 sacks, just three behind Alberts” 


CoSIDA Academic All-American, only the 10th player in Nebraska 
history to earn first-team Academic All-America honors in back-to-back 
seasons. Wistrom also earned a National Football Foundation and Hall 
of Fame postgraduate Scholarship and is an NCAA Today's Top Eight 
Award winner. Wistrom will go down in history as one of two Huskers 
(also Dave Rimington in 1981-82) to earn academic All-America and 
athletic All-America honors in back-to-back seasons. 


1997: Wistrom led the Huskers in tackles for loss (17 for 73 yards), 
sacks (8.5-58) and quarterback hurries (25). Overall, Wistrom was fifth 
| on the Husker team with 5] tackles, including 29 solos, as the Huskers 
ranked fifth nationally in total defense (257.3), third against the run (73.4) 
and 12th in scoring defense (16.4). One of four seniors selected as captains 
this season, Wistrom began 1997 with three stops, including one tackle- 
for-loss and a quarterback hurry, in Nebraska’s 59-14 victory over Akron. 
Both of the Zips’ touchdowns were scored after Wistrom and the rest of 
the first-team defense were out of the contest. The Huskers held Akron 


Two-Time Big 12 Defensive Player-of-the-Y ear (AP,Coaches) | 


Alberts (44.5) and Jim Skow (44) earlier this season. Wistrom also ranks | 


mark, and is] 8th in career tackles with 206, Wistrom, who carries a3.431 | 
cumulative grade point average in pre-pharmacy, isalsoatwo-time GTE/ | 


Wistrom Wins School's Fourth Lombardi 


| Florida to 47 yards rushing in the 38-24 victory. In a 27-14 road victory 


| aquarterback hurry as Nebraska held the Bear offense to just 96 yards in | 


| where he jumped over a lineman’s cut-block, sacked Oklahoma quarter- 


to 82 first-half yards in building a 38-0 lead. Two weeks later against 
Central Florida, Wistrom, who was Nebraska’ s Big 12 Defensive Player- 
of-the-Week nominee, recorded three tackles, including a nine-yard sack, 
and had a team-high four hurries as the Husker Blackshirts held Central | 


over No, 2/3 Washington, Wistrom had four tackles, including three solos, 
and acareer-high six quarterback hurries as Nebraska held Washington to 
43 yards rushing. In the 56-26 victory over No. 16/17 Kansas State, 
Wistrom recorded five stops, including two tackles for loss, and a pair of 
quarterback hurries, as the Husker defense held Kansas State to 98 yards 
rushing, In the 49-21 victory over Baylor, Wistrom had two tackles and 


the first halfen route to a 42-7 lead. In the 29-0 victory over Texas Tech, 
Wistrom recorded three tackles, including two tackles for loss, and had a | 
team-high two quarterback hurries as Nebraska limited the Red Raiders 
to 127 total yards including 17 yards rushing. In the 35-0 victory over 
Kansas, Wistrom had five tackles, including a pair of sacks, as the Huskers 
held Kansas to 48 total yards, the fifth-lowest total in school history, as | 
the Huskers posted back-to-back shutouts for the first time since 1979, | 
Wistrom turned in one of the mostremarkable games in his Nebraska career _ 
in the 69-7 victory over Oklahoma. He recorded a season-high 10 stops, | 
highlighted bya career-high nine solo tackles, including two sacks (for 10 
yards) and four tackles for loss (tying a career-high) for 23 yards. The 
Webb City, Mo., nativealso forced three fumbles (recovering one) and had 
three quarterback hurries. Wistrom’s day was bestexemplified in one play 


back Eric Moore forcing a fumble and recovered the ball five yards 
downfield. His performance earned Wistrom Big 12 Defensive Player-of- 
the-Week honors forthe second time during his career. Against Missouri, | 
Wistrom had six tackles, including three tackles for loss and a career-best | 
two andahalfsacks, in Nebraska's 45-38 victory over Missouri. Wistrom | 
and fellow rush end Mike Rucker sacked Missouri quarterback Corby 
Jones forasix-yard loss on the final play of overtime to squelch the Tigers’ 
upset bid. Against lowa State, Wistrom. despite constant double and triple 


Grant Wistrom's Career Statistics 


Wistrom's Career Statistics 


Defense ( -------Tackles----— ) Pum. QB Int. 
Year G/S Ur AT TT TEL Sacks C-RBK PBU Pi Hrv.Csd. 
1994 120 14 22 36 65-55 45-49 0-0 0 0 0 TI Q 
1995 11/11 21 23 44 15-55 4-23 0-0 0 O 0 13 1 
1996 12/12 30 45 75 20-74 9.5-48 1-02# O14 I5 4] 
1997 12/12 28 23 51) 17-76 85-58 3-1 0 3 0 25 0 
Totals47/35 93 113 20658.5-26026.5-L784-1 2# 21+ 64 5 


Interceptions: +1-9 yard TD ys. Michigan State, 1996 
| Blocked Kicks: #Two (one field goal, one PAT) vs. Colorado St.. 199 
1995 Orange Bowl ys. Miami: Tackles 2 UT, | AT. 3 TT 
1996 Fiesta Bowl vs. Florida: Tackles 3 UT, 2 AT. 5 TT: TFL 1-9: 
Sacks 1-9; QB hurries 2 , 

1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Tackles 3 UT, 2 AT,5 TT: 
TFL 1-4; Sacks, 1-4; QB Hurries 3 


Husker Career Sack Leaders 


1. Trev Alberts. OLB 90-91-92-93 29.5 196 
2. Grant Wistrom, RE 94-95-96-97 26.5 178 
3. Jim Skow, DT 83-84-85 24 223) 
4, Danny Noonan. DT 84-85-86 24 156 
Wistrom’s Career Records 


Tackles for Loss...58.5 (for 260 yards in losses) 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl.,.NU's NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Game 


teams, had two tackles and a pass breakup in Nebraska’s 77-14 rout of 
| the Cyclones. Wistrom and the rest of the Huskers held the Cyclones to 
108 first-half yards and pressured [SU quarterback Todd Bandhauer into 
a five-of-19 passing performance as NU led 63-7 at halftime. Wistrom had 
six tackles, including a sack, in the Huskers’ 27-24 victory over Colorado. 
The Husker defense held Colorado to 93 yards rushing. Wistrom had two 
tackles, one quarterback hurry and two pass breakups in the Huskers’ 54- 
15 victory in the Big 12 Championship game. Wistrom and the rest of the 
Husker defense held the Aggies to 13 yards rushing, the lowest total of 


the season. In the first half, Nebraska held Texas A&M to two firstdowns | 


and 83 total yards, as the Huskers built a 37-3 lead. 


1996: Asajunior, Wistrom earned first-team All-America honors from 
AP and first-team Academic All-America honors from GTE/CoSIDA. 
Wistrom led the Huskers in sacks (9.5-48 yards lost) and tackles for loss 
(20-74), while finishing third on the team in tackles with 75. Wistrom was 
| named Big 12 Defensive Player-of-the-Y ear and wasa finalist for national 
| player-of-the-year honors. Of his 15 quarterback hurries last season, four 
led directly to interceptions for the Husker Blackshirts. He had at least 
one tackle-for-loss in all but one contest. He intercepted his first career 
pass against Michigan State and returned it nine yards for a touchdown. 
In the 41-21 Orange Bowl victory over Virginia Tech, Wistrom recorded 
five tackles and a sack, and had five quarterback hurries. 


1995: During the 1995 campaign, Wistrom, in his first yearasa starter, 
earned All-Big Eight and third-team All-America honors in helping 
Nebraska defend its national title with a perfect 12-0 record. On the year, 
Wistrom, a Phillips 66 Academic All-Big Eightand GTE/CoSIDA District 
Vil honoree, had 44 stops, including 21 solo tackles. Headdeda team-high 
15 tackles for loss (for 55 yards), including four sacks. His best 
performance in 1995 came against Kansas State where he had six stops, 
including five solos, four tackles for loss, three quarterback hurries and 
caused an interception. It is one of three times during his Nebraska career 
where he has had four tackles for loss in a game. In the Fiesta Bowl win 
over Florida, Wistrom was responsible for five tackles, one nine-yard sack 
and two quarterback hurries in the 62-24 Nebraska victory. 


1994: Wistrom was the 1994 Big Eight Defensive Newcomer-of-the- 
Year as a true freshman with 36 tackles and five sacks. For more on 


Wistrom, see pages 96-97 in NU Guide. 


What Others Say 
About Grant Wistrom... 


“I think it is in his genes. He's always been a worker, every day. 
Everything he does is at full speed. He’ a kid you can depend on, on 
and off the field. Hes a loyal person. He has all the qualities you’d 
want from an All-America player.” 

-- Nebraska Defensive Coordinator Charlie McBride 


“Grant Wistrom hit me on a play where I dropped back to pass and 
I thought I broke my jaw. He put his helmet into my earhole and that 
was the hardest hit I've ever had in football. ] knew it was something 
else and I could hear the crowd go ‘Oooo.’ So I knew it must have 
looked awful too. “Those guys are something else in college football. 
We're not going to bow down to them as gods or anything. But they 
have talent, depth, speed and they hit like nobody else.” 

-- Baylor quarterback Jeff Watson 


“Grant probably plays the game with more passion than anybody 
I've had the opportunity to coach. It takes him to a level that other 
players can’t get to. He throws around 300-pound linemen and not just 
anybody can do that. 

"Ifpeople dont have a plan to stop him, hes going to beat you all by 
himself. You know hes going to get to the football. In most cases, you 
cant block him with one guy, so you had better do it with two. Guys like 
that demand double teams which free up others on the team.” 

-- Nebraska Rush Ends Coach Nelson Barnes 


“He's such a great player. He plays with emotion. He's really the 
leader of that defense. really believe he's the best player we've faced.” 
— Oklahoma Quarterback Eric Moore 


“We hoped to run the ball better. We were struggling in the firsthalf 
to do anything, run, pass, hold onto the ball, stop them. They hada lot 

to do with it. Their defensive end (Wistrom), the defensive tackle 
(Peter) and the other defensive linemen (Chad Kelsay and Mike Rucker, 

Jason Wiltz) had a lot to do with all our offensive troubles. “They are 
the real deal. Their linemen come out -- whew! Thats a group of 
players.” 


--Baylor Coach Dave Roberts 


“There's notawhole lot tosay when you get thoroughly manhandled. 
I thought that Nebraska's defense was relentless. I think that Charlie 
McBride, all the defensive coaches and Coach Osborne should all be 
commended. Boy that’s a great defensive football team.” 

Texas Tech Coach Spike Dykes 


Wistrom's Career Bests 
Tackles--15 ys. Colorado, 1996 
TFL--4-16 vs. Washington State, 1995; 4-13 vs. Kansas State, 1995; 
4-10 vs. Texas Tech, 1996; 4-23 vs. Oklahoma, 1997. 
Sacks—2.5-20 vs. Missouri, 1997 

QB Hurries--6 vs. Washington, 1997 

Passes Broken Up--2 vs. Texas A&M, 1997 

Forced Fumbles -- 3 vs. Oklahoma, 1997 

Fumble Recoveries -- | vs. Oklahoma, 1997 

Interceptions—1-9 vs. Michigan State, 1996 

Interception Touchdown Return--1-9 ys. Michigan State, 1996 
Blocked Kicks--2 (one field goal, one PAT) vs. Colorado State, 1996 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record 


Huskers Boast Three All-Americans in 1997 


#55 Jason Peter 


Defensive Tackle 
6-5, 285, Sr. 
Letters: Three 
Locust, N.J. 
(Milford Academy) 


1997 All-American 

(AP, FWAA, Walter Camp, 
Sporting News) 

1997 New Jersey Sports Writers Association Defensive 
Lineman-of-the-Year Award 

1997 Outland Trophy Finalist 

1997 Bronko Nagurski Defensive Player-of-the-Y ear Finalist 
1997 Football News Defensive Player-of-the-Y ear Semifinalist 
1997 Team Co-Captain 

Two-Time First-Team All-Big 12 
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An Outland Trophy finalistin 1997, Jason Peter has proved this season 
that he is the top defensive tackle in collegiate football. The inspirational 
leader of the Husker Blackshirts, the senior co-captain from Locust. N.J., 
isatwo-time first-team All-Big 12 selection and is a consensus first-team 
All-American this season. Peter has || sacks and 31 tackles for 118 yards 
in losses in his NU career. Peter. a communications studies major. 
graduated on December 20. 


1997: He ranked third on the team in total tackles with 59. third with 
seven sacks and second behind Wistrom in tackles for losses with 15. as 
the Huskers ranked fifth nationally in total defense, allowing just 257.3 
yards a game, and third against the run, yielding 73.4 yards agame. One 


Oklahoma, Peter had a busy day with two unassisted tackles and five 
assisted stops for a season-high total of seven total tackles, as the Husker 
defense continued to stymie the opposition. Peter, who had a tackle for 
loss and asack, also had his first regular-season fumble recovery in the first 
quarter, At Missouri, Peter had aseason-high eight tackles (tied for team 
lead) as the Huskers won, 45-38, in overtime. Peter had two unassisted 
stops. six assisted tackles and one pass breakup. In the Huskers’ 77-14 
domination of lowa State, Peter had five assisted tackles, three quarterback 
hurries and recovered a fumble in playing a little more than a half: In the 
gutsiest performance of his career, Peter, playing with constant back 
spasms, had five tackles, one sack and two quarterback hurries in the 27- 
24 win at Colorado, “Jason Peter should be given.a Purple Heart for his 


performance against Colorado, "NU coach Tom Osborne said. “He had | 


back spasms the entire game, but refused to come out.” In the Big 12 
Championship game, Peter did not practice all week because ofhis aching 


| back. but played the first 15 minutes of the game and forced havoc in the 


of three returning starters from a defense that ranked in the top 10 inall | 


four major defensive categories last season, Peter's leadership has been 
counted on heavily in 1997 as one of four team captains. During Peter's 
career, the Huskers are an incredible 48-2 (.960) with two national titles 
and three bowl victories. This season, Peter has shown he is worthy of 
wearing the captain’s label. He began the year with six tackles (led the 
team), including one tackle-for-loss and a quarterback hurry, in Nebraska's 
59-14 victory over Akron. Both of the Zips’ touchdowns were scored 
after Peter and the rest of the first-team defense were out of the contest. 
‘The Huskers held Akron to 82 first-half yards in building a 38-0 lead. Two 
| weeks later against Central Florida, Peter recorded five tackles, including 
|.S sacks of lightning-quick Golden Knight quarterback Daunte Culpepper. 


| The NU defense held Central Florida to 47 yards rushing in the 38-24 win. | 


In the 27-14 road victory over No. 2/3 Washington, Peter had five tackles 
and three quarterback hurries as Nebraska held then-No. 2 Washington to 
43 yards rushing. In the 56-26 victory over No. 16/17 Kansas State, Peter 
recorded four stops, including two tackles for loss, and a pair of quarter- 
back hurries, Against Baylor in NU’s 49-21 win, Peter, who was the 
team’s defensive nominee for Big 12 Player of the Week, had two solo 
tackles and a quarterback hurry as Nebraska held the Bear offense to just 
96 yards in the first half. In the 29-0 victory over Texas Tech, Peter 
recorded six tackles, including two tackles for eight yards in losses, and 
had two quarterback hurries and a five-yard sack of Zebbie Lethridge. 
Peter Jed the NU defense to a 35-0 shutout of the Kansas Jayhawks as NU 
allowed only 48 yards of total offense. the fifth-fewest allowed in school 
history. He hada career-high two pass breakups and had three quarterback 
hurries along with a forced fumble, He finished the game with two tackles 
for 10 yards in losses, including one sack. In NU’s 69-7 win over 


| 46] The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl...NU's NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Game 


Huskers* 54-15 win over Texas A&M. On the game’s first play. Peter set 
the tone with a five-yard sack of Aggie quarterback Branndon Stewart. In 
the time Peter was on the field, A&M had minus-! yard on 11 plays. 


1996: Asa junior, Jason Peter was the strong arm of the Nebraska 
defense that ranked in the top seven in every defensive category. Earning 
first-team All-Big 12 honors, Peter started every game at defensive tackle 
and recorded 58 tackles (fourth best on the team). including four sacks, 10 
tackles for loss. three breakups and 17 quarterback hurries with three 
interceptions caused, Peter played through much of 1996 with a broken 
right hand suffered in the win over Texas Tech, but did not miss a start 


because of the injury. He recorded a career-best 11 tackle effort against | 


Arizona State, while posting an eight-tackle performance. including three 


tackles for 15 yards lost against Oklahoma. Peter had seven tackles vs, | 


MSU and two for losses; a career-high |] vs. Arizona State. including one 
sack and three hurries; two vs. Colorado State: three vs. Kansas State and 
a fumble caused: and one ys. Baylor. On the first play from scrimmage 
against Texas Tech, Peter caused Texas Tech's Heisman candidate Byron 
Hanspard to fumble. It was scooped up by linebacker Terrell Farley. who 
ran itinto the end zone forthe TD. Although he broke his hand in that game 


) | 
Jason Peter's Career Statistics | 


‘Defense ( Tackles-—— ) Fom. QB Int, 
a G/S Ul AT Tr ‘TRL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry, 
1993--Redshirted 

199 70 2°96 8 A 0:00:06 2 0 2 0 
1995 11/11 10 20 30 5-13 «0-0 1-0 0 1) 7a 
1996 12/12 17 41 58 10-4) 4-28 1-0 0 3 0 17 3 
1997 12/12 22 38 60 15-61 7-40 2-0 0 4 0 22 1 
Totals 42/35 51 105 156 31-118 11-68 40 0 10 0 48 5 


1995 Orange Bowl vs. Miami: Tackles None 

1996 Fiesta Bowl ys. Florida: Vackles 1 UT, 2 AT. 3 TT 

1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Tackles 2 UT, | AT. 3 TT; 
TFL, 1-4.5: Sacks 0,5-4.3; QB Hurries 2; Fumble Recovery 1-31 
yards. touchdown 


Career Bests 

Tackles--11 vs. Arizona State, 1996 

TFL--3-15 vs, Oklahoma 1996, 3-11 vs. Central Florida 1997 
Sacks--1.5 vs. Central Florida, 1997 

QB Hurries—5 vs. Colorado, 1996 

Passes Broken Up--2, vs. Kansas, 1997 

Interceptions—None ‘ 
Fumble Returns— 1-31. touchdown. ys, Virginia Tech, Orange Bowl 
1996 


and wore a cast for the final six games, Peter started the next week against 
Kansas and had four tackles and onesack. He had his best game yet against 
Oklahoma and was Nebraska's nominee for Big 12 Defensive Player-of- 
the-Week when he had ateam-best eight tackles. In that game. Peter sacked 
quarterback Justin Fuente on the first play of the game for a seven-yard 
loss, then caused an incomplete pass on third down, forcing the Sooners 
to punt. Peter had three tackles for 15 yards lost against the Sooners (one 
sack) and a breakup at the line of scrimmage, which directly led to Mike 
Minter's interception, and two quarterback hurries. Peter had three tackles 
against Mizzou and then hada great game against Iowa State and was again 
NU's nominee for Big 12 Defensive Player-of-the-Week, stuffing up the 
line, giving Heisman candidate Troy Davis nowhere to go. The defense 
held Davis to 64 yards under his average and scoreless, Peter was the team's 
leading tackler with nine stops. Against No. 5 Colorado, the defense again 
had a big day, allowing just 51 yards rushing and holding Koy Detmer to 
a 32 percent completion rate and 226 yards, The defense kept CU out of 
the end zone and Peter wasa big part of the outstanding performance. Peter 
had a career-best five quarterback hurries. five tackles, including two for 
losses, and a pass breakup at the line of scrimmage. In the Big 12 
Championship game against Texas, Peter had three tackles. Against 
Virginia Tech in the 1996 Orange Bowl. Peter had three tackles including 
ashared sack with Octavious McFarlin. Healso returned a fumble31 yards 
for the score in the second quarter to give NU a 17-7 lead. 


1995: In 1995, Jason paired with his older brother, Christian, starting 
side by side in every game. Jason totaled 30 tackles in 1995, including 
five for 13 yards lost, one forced fumble, one breakup and seven 
quarterback hurries, including one interception caused, Jason's best game 
was a season-best six tackles against top-10 ranked Kansas. Just a 
sophomore. he earned honorable-mention accolades from the Big Eight 
Coaches. In 1994, Jason played in seven games and recorded eighttackles. 
Although Jason attended Middletown South his first three years, Peter 
graduated from Milford Academy in Milford, Conn., and was one of the 
most sought-after linemen in 1993, A prep All-American, Peter redshirted 
in 1993, For more information on Jason Peter, please see pages 98-99 of 
the 1997 Nebraska Football Guide. 


#67 Aaron Taylor 


Left Guard 
6-1, 305, Sr. 
Letters: Three 
Wichita Falls, Texas (Rider) 


1997 Outland Trophy Winner 
1997 Lombardi Award Semifinalist 
1997 Touchdown Club ofColumbus 
Offensive Lineman-of-the-Y ear: 
Two-Time First-Team All-American 

(1996--Walter Camp, Football News, FWAA; 1997--AP, 
Walter Camp, Football News, FWAA, AFCA, Sporting News) 
1997 Team Co-Captain 

1996 Lombardi Award Semifinalist 

1996 Outland Trophy Semifinalist 

Three-Time First-Team All-Conference 


e¢ ¢¢4¢ 


e+e 


After moving back to his preferred position of lefi guard from center 
this season, Aaron Taylor is the first Husker to earn first-team All- 
America honors at two positions. One of three first-team All-Americans, 
Taylor brought home the school's eighth Outland Trophy, beating out 
teammate Jason Peter and LSU's Alan Faneca. Taylor was also a 
semifinalist for the Lombardi Award and was named the Offensive 
Lineman-of-the-Y ear by the Touchdown Club of Columbus. He was a 
unanimous All-American making every list, including Football News, 
Walter Camp, AP, AFCA Coaches, and the Football Writers of America. 
During his career, the Huskers are 48-2 (.960) and have won three 
consecutive bowl games, including national championships in 1994 and 
1995, The Huskers have won rushing titles in three of his four years, 
including 1994 (340.0 ypg), 1995 (399.8) and 1997 (392.6). Heis just the 
19th Husker to earn three straight first-team all-conference honors. He 
is just the fourth offensive lineman who played under Osborne to do so. 
Taylor led the team in "pancakes" (knock-down blocks) the last three years. 


1997; Afterreturning to his natural leftoffensive guard position, senior 
Aaron Taylor became the leader of another dominant Husker offensive 
line. One of four senior captains, Taylor has recorded 136 pancake (knock- 
down) blocks, an average of 1 1.3 percontest, as the Huskers led the nation 
in total offense (513.7 yards per game), rushing offense (392.6 ypg) and 
scoring offense (47.1 ppg). He posted double-figure pancake totals against 
Central Florida(11), at Washington (10), at Baylor (13). Texas Tech (15), 
at Kansas (15), at Missouri (18), lowa State (10), Texas A&M (10) and 
set a career high with 19 in Nebraska’s 27-24 win at Colorado, He has 
averaged 14.3 pancakes in the last four games. Taylor and the rest of the 
O-line have only allowed four sacks, none in the last five contests, and have 
committed 13 penalties in 12 games. In the win over then-No. 2/3 
Washington, Taylor and the O-line shredded the then-top ranked rush 
defense for 384 yards as Ahman Green and Joel Makovicka each rushed 
for more than 100 yards. A third Husker, quarterback Scott Frost, had 
more than 100 yards before losing six yards in the final two plays killing 
the clock, The Huskers have rushed for 400 or more yards in five games, 
against Akron (472). Baylor(410), Texas Tech (400), Oklahoma (409) and 
aseason-best 473 yards against Iowa State on Nov. 15. The Huskers have 
not rushed for fewer than 335 yards in any game. 


1996: Taylor sacrificed personal goals to make the move from left guard 
to center in 1996. His explosive talent is well-known, and before having 
snapped a single ball from center, was named a preseason All-America 
center by three publications. He went on to earn first-team All-America 
honors at center, as named by nearly every publication, giving Nebraska 
back-to-back All-America centers. Aaron Graham was a first-teamer in 
1995, Taylor started every game at center, but also played one of every 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record 


four series at left or right guard, depending on who needed a rest 
(approximately 10 plays each game). He did that in all but the first two 
games, While most of the linemen were getting three series of rest, he took 
one. Heand the other linemen allowed 10) sacks on the season and ranked 
fourth nationally in scoring, fourth in rushing and 25th in total offense. 
Taylor had aseason-best 17 pancakes against Texas. He also had double- 
figure "pancakes" (knock-down blocks) against Baylor (10), when NU 
rushed foraseason-best 491 yards, K-State (13), Oklahoma(11)and ISU 
(15) for a team-best season total of 113 (9.4 per game). An Outland 
semifinalist, Taylor earned first-team All-America honors and was an all- 
conference first-team pick forthe second consecutive year, Taylor started 
at left guard against Virginia ‘lech in the 1996 Orange Bowl and Josh 
Heskew started in his place at center. 


1995: Taylor moved into a starting role in 1995, taking over for 
departed senior Joe! Wilks at left guard. Starting all 12 games, Taylor was 
the Huskers’ “pancake” leader, as he tallied 128 on the season, including 
a career-best and team-best 17, three times, vs. Michigan State, Arizona 
State and Oklahoma. He averaged | 1.64 per game and had double-figure 
knockdowns six times. including 10 vs, Oklahoma State, 15 vs. Washing- 
ton State and 12 vs. Colorado, Taylor and three other first-time starters 
| on the O-Line, helped the Huskers average 60 yards more per game than 
| Nebraska's nation-leading 340.0 in 1994. He also aided NU to a No. 2 
| national ranking in total oHense (556,3) anda Big Eightand school-record 
| 52.4 points per game, bettering amark which had stood in the books since 
1983. He wasathird-team All-American from Football News and earned 
first-team All-Big Eight honors from the AP and Football News. 


1994; Asaredshirted freshman in 1994. Taylor played in every game 

and was a member of NU's PAT and field goal units. Taylor served as a 
reserve at left guard and became a permanent member of the 60-man NU 
travel roster when Steve Ott broke his foot against Kansas State. Taylor 
helped the Huskers rank in the top 10 nationally in rushing, total offense 

j and scoring and aided the Huskers to the NCAA rushing title as NU 
| averaged 340.0 yards per outing, Taylor played in the 1995 FedEx Orange 
Bowl vs. Miami, Taylor redshirted the 1993 season. He wasa first-team 
all-state offensive lineman at Rider High School in Wichita Falls and 
played fullback. nose guard and punter. For more information on Aaron 
Taylor, please see page 100 of the 1997 Nebraska Football Media Guide. 


Aaron Taylor's Career Data 

Games Played/Started--50/37 (includes bowl games) 

1995 "Pancakes" (Knock-down blocks)--!28 (11.64 Average) 
1996 '"'Pancakes"--113 (9.4 Average) 

1997 "Pancakes" -- 136 (11.3 Average) 

"Pancake" Best--19 vs. Colorado, 1997 


#70 Eric Anderson 


Right Offensive Tackle 
6-4, 305, Sr. 
Letters: Three 
Lincoln, Neb. (Southeast) 


@ 1997Third-Team All-American (AP) 
@ 1997 First-Team All-Big 12 

(AP, Coaches, Football News) 
@ 1995 First-Team All-Big Eight (Coaches, Football News) 
@ Two-Time Second-Team All-Big 12 (1995, 1996) 
® 1997 First-Team Academic All-Big 12 


Taylor Takes Home the Outland Trophy 


Lincoln native Eric Anderson is one of five Huskers who have started 
every game and 37 total over the last three years. Anderson and Taylor 
are three-year starters on the line with Anderson starting every game at 
righttackle. Anderson earned third-team All-America honors this season, 
as he helped power the Huskers to national titles in rushing, total offense 
and points. He totaled 104 pancakes on the season with a career-best 17 
in the overtime win at Missouri. Anderson has excellent strength and 
footwork and is expected to be drafted in April. In 1996, Anderson had 
a season-high and team-best 15 "pancakes" against nationally ranked 
Kansas State. He had double-figure "pancakes" in three games and 91 on 
the year averaging 7.5 per game. Anderson earned second-team All-Big 
12 honors in 1996. In 1995, Anderson started all | 1 games at right tackle 
and earned first-team all-conference honors by the league coaches and 
honorable-mention All-Big Eight status by the Associated Press. He 
struggled with an ankle injury the last halfofthe season, spraining his lett 
ankle in the Iowa State game (Nov. 4), Anderson still averaged 6,82 
"pancakes" (knock-down blocks) with a season-best 10, three times. 
Anderson graded out fora perfect 2.0 ona 2.0 scaleagainst Michigan State, 
which has only happened a handful of times in the last 10 years under 
offensive line coach Milt Tenopir. He was nominated as Nebraska's 
offensive player-of-the-week for the conference award, as the team rushed 
for 552 yardsand six TDs. In 1994, Anderson missed most ofspring camp 
with astress fracture in his ankle. He played in every game, including the 
1995 Orange Bowl. A scholarship athlete, Anderson redshirted his first 
year at Nebraska, Along with Jon Zatechka and Fred Pollack, he is one 
of three starters on the O-line who hail from Nebraska. For more on 
Anderson, see page 101 of the 1997 NU Media Guide. 


Eric Anderson's Career Data 


Games Played/Started--50/37 (includes bowl games) 

1995 "Pancakes" (IKnock-down blocks)--75 (6.82 Average) 
1996 "'Pancakes'"'—91 (7.5 Average) 

1997 "Pancakes" -- 104 (9.1 average) 

"Pancake" Best--17 vs. Missouri, 1997 


#59 Josh Heskew 


Center 
6-3, 280, Jr. 
Letters: Two 
Yukon, Okla. (Mustang) 


@ 1997 Third-Team All-Big 12 
(Coaches) 


Oklahoma native Josh Heskew took over the starting center duties a 
year ago at Nebraska's bow! game vs. Virginia Tech. Eventhough he missed 
all of spring ball with a broken right foot, he retained that role and started 
every game this fall. Heskew's best game was his last when he had a career- 
best 17 pancakes vs. Texas A&M. He also had double-figure knock- 
downs against Central Florida, Kansas State, Baylor, Kansas and Mis- 
souri for 116 total (9.7 pergame). He helped NU win the statistical national 
titles in rushing (392.6), total offense (513.7) and scoring (47.1). Heskew 
played in every game except Arizona State in 1996. He was the backup 
to All-American center Aaron Taylor. Heskew saw more action than the 
other reserve linemen. taking additional snaps when Taylor would move 
torightor left guard. Heskew aided the Huskers toa No. 4 national ranking 
in rushing (291.9 ypg), a No. 25 ranking in total offense (422.42 ypg) and 
aNo. 4 ranking in scoring offense (42.7 ppg). Hehad atotal of 44 pancakes 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl..NU's NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Game 


_@ 1997First-Team Academic All-Big 12 


on the season (4.0 average) with a best of eight vs. Kansas. Heskew played 
in nine games as NU's No. 3 center in 1995. He redshirted and did not see 
action in 1994 while recovering from arthroscopic surgery after reporting 
to Lincoln in January of 1994. He played both sides of the ball as a tight 
end and nose guard for Mustang High School in Yukon, Okla. For more 
on Josh Heskew, please see page 129-130 of the 1997 NU Football Guide. 


Josh Heskew's Career Data 


Games Played/Started--33/13 
1997 "Pancakes" (Knock-down blocks)--116 (9.7) 


| "Pancake" Best--17 vs. Texas A&M, 1997 


#62 Matt Hoskinson 


Center/OG 


6-1, 280, Sr. 
Letters: Two 
Battle Creek, Neb. 


@ 1997S] All-Walk-on Team 


A walk-on, Hoskinson was one of three Huskers named to the 1997 
Sports Illustrated All-Walk-on Team. The sixth man in, Hoskinson 
showed his versatility, entering the game atright guard, playing one series, 
moving to center for a series, then relieving left guard Aaron Taylor fora 
series, before taking a one-series rest. Despite all the movement, 
Hoskinson finished second in pancakes with 124, behind Taylor's 136. 
"Hoss" had a career-best 13 three times (vs. Baylor, Oklahoma and lowa 
State), 12 four times and double-figure 'cakes in nine games. Hoskinson 
earned academic All-Big 12 honors and is one of seven Huskers who 
graduated in December, earning his degree in English. In 1996, Hoskinson 
played in every game except Arizona State as the Huskers' No. 2 right guard 
behind starter Jon Zatechka. Hoskinson aided the Huskers to a No. 4 
national ranking in rushing (291.9 ypg), a No. 25 ranking in total offense 
(422.42 ypg) and a No. 4 ranking in scoring offense (42.7 ppg). He had 
a total of 43 pancakes on the season (3.9 average) with a best of nine vs. 
lowa State. Hoskinson played in seven games as a reserve left guard in 
1995, played in one game in 1994, and redshirted as a walk-on his firstyear 
in 1993. He wasa four-year all-state honoree at Battle Creek High School 
in Nebraska, For more information on Matt Hoskinson, please see page 
131 of the 1997 Nebraska Footbal] Media Guide. 


Matt Hoskinson's Career Data 
Games Played/Started--33/0 
1997 "Pancakes" (Knock-down blocks)--124 (10.3) 


"Pancake" Best--13 vs. Baylor, Texas Tech, Oklahoma, Iowa St., 1997 


O-Line Numbers 
Cateca 

Rushing 
Total Offense 


Total 
4711 
6,164 
565 
426 
805 
13 
808 


Scoring Offense 
Sacks Allowed 
Pancakes 
Penalties 
Perfect Plays 


86 percent 


O-Line Leads Way to 13th NCAA Rushing Title 


| 


#73 Fred Pollack 


Left Tackle 
6-4, 305, Sr. 
Letters: Three 
Omaha, Neb. (Creighton Prep) 


@ 1997 Honorable-Mention All-Big 12 
(Coaches) 


Fred Pollack started every game in 1997 
and helped power NU to its 13th national 
rushing title. Pollack is an incredibly strong athlete who holds two 
Nebraska position records for strength and speed. He totaled 91 pancakes 
as a senior including 17 at Missouri. Pollack played in every game except 
Arizona State in 1996 and aided the Fluskers to a No. 4 national ranking 
in rushing (291.9 ypg). He had a total of 25 pancakes on the season (2.3 
average), with a best of six vs. Colorado State and Kansas. Pollack isa 
two-year member ofthe Husker PAT and field goal teams. Pollack played 
in six games as a backup to Chris Dishman and Kory Mikos at left tackle 
in 1995, and saw action in four games as areserve in 1994. A scholarship 
athlete, Pollack redshirted in 1993. At Creighton Prep High School in 
Omaha, Pollack played both sides of the ball and was a three-year starter, 
earning all-state honors in 1992. 


Fred Pollack's Career Data 


Games Played/Started--35/12 
1997 "Pancakes" (Knock-down blocks)--102 (8.5) 
"Pancake" Best—16 vs. Missouri, 1997 


#64 Jon Zatechka 


Right Offensive Guard 
6-2, 290, Sr. 
Letters: Three 
Lincoin, Neb. (East) 


1997 Second-Team GTE/CoSIDA 
Academic All-American 
Two-TimeGTE/CoSIDA Academic 
All-District VII 

1997 Burger King College Football Scholarship Athlete-of- 
the-Week ($10,000 to School) 

Two-Time First-Team Academic All-Big 12 

1997 Third-Team All-Big 12 (Coaches) 


Jon Zatechka (pronounced ZAD-ess-kuh) was one of three first-year 
starters on the O-line this season. He played well, totaling 115 knock- 
down blocks (9.6 average), Zatechka scored arushing touchdown against 
Texas Tech on Ahman Green’s fumble into the end zone, marking the first 
time an offensive lineman had scored for the Huskers since offensive guard 
Dean Steinkuhler scored on a 19-yard run in the 31-30 loss to Miami in 
the 1984 Orange Bowl. Zatechka had a season-best 14 pancakes vs. 
Colorado. In 1996, Zatechka started every game. He had a career-best 15 
‘cakes vs. Baylor. He totaled 90 on the year, Zatechka backed up senior 
starter Steve Ott in 1995, playing in every game. He played in four games 
in 1994, after redshirting in 1993. With a3.548 GPA in forestry, fisheries 
and wildlife, Zatechka was twice named GTE/CoSIDA Academic All- 
District VII, and in 1997 earned second-team All-America honors. 


Jon Zatechka's Career Data 


Games Played/Started--4 1/25 (includes bowl games) 
1997 "Pancakes" --115 (9.6 Average) 
| "Pancake" Best--15 vs. Baylor, 1996 
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#30 Ahman Green 


I-back 
6-0, 215, Jr. 
Letters: Two 
Omaha, Neb. (Central) 


1997 Doak Walker Award Finalist 
1997 Football News Offensive 
Player-of-the-Y ear Semifinalist 
1997 Second-Team All-American (AP, Sporting News) 
1997 First-Team All-Big 12 (AP, Coaches, Football News) 
1997 Big 12 Player-of-the-Week vs. Texas Tech, Colorado 
1997 CNN/SI National Player-of-the-Week vs, ISU 

1997 NU School Season Record for Most Points by a Junior 
1996 Third-Team All-Big 12 (AP, Coaches) 

1995 First-Team All-Big Eight (Coaches) 

1995 Big Eight Offensive Newcomer-of-the-V ear 
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Nebraska l-back Ahman Green firmly established himselfas notonly 
one ofthe top I-backs in Nebraska history, but in the country as well, After 
just hisjuniorseason, Green ranks second all-time at Nebraska and ranked 
second inthe nation, just 16 yards behind Ricky Williams. The junior from 
Omaha. Neb., regained the form that made him a freshman sensation in 
1995, After an injury plagued 1996 season, Green was at the top of his 
game, and led the No, | rushing attack inthe country. He did so by rushing 
formore than 100 yards in 11 straightgames. No otherrusher in the country 
can claim that feat and no one can match the 172.8 yards per game he 
averaged against four ranked opponents this season. 

Green now ranks second on the all-time Husker rushing charts with 
3,880 yards, He has run for the second-most touchdowns (42), behind 
Mike Rozier’s 49, Before Green is done at NU, he could very easily hold 
| both records. Overall, Green is tied for third in career scoring with 270 
points on 45 touchdowns -- 42 rushing and three receiving. 


1997; This season, Green averaged a blistering 156.4 yards rushing, 
which ranked second nationally, on 24 carries per game. He was only one 
yard shy -- a 99-yard effort on nine carries against Akron-- ofhaving rushed 
for more than 100 yards in all 12 of the Huskers’ games this season. He 
holds the school record for most rushing yards by a junior with his 1.877 
this season, bettering the mark set in 1982 by eventual Heisman Trophy 
winner Rozier. Green's 1.877 yards rushing ranked second on the Husker 
charts for most yards rushing in one year, averaging an ineredible 6.8 yards 
every time he touched the ball. 

Green began the year with a solid performance playing only the first 
30 minutes against Akron in NU’s commanding 59-14 season-opening 
win, Before leaving the game at halftime with a back injury, he rushed for 
99 yards on nine carries and had two touchdowns, including a 45-yard 
scamper. The next week against Central Florida, Green had a tough 122 
yards against the Golden Knights in Nebraska’s 38-24 victory. Against 
the No. 2/3 Huskies. who owned the nation’s top-ranked rushing defense, 
Green ran for 129 yards and had one touchdown in NU’s 27-14 win at 
Washington. His four-yard touchdown run midway through the second 
| quarter put Nebraska ahead 21-0, Green did not slow down, In the two 
games following the big win over the Huskies. Green rushed for cight 
touchdowns and 351 yards against No, 16/17 Kansas State and Baylor, 
Against the Wildcats, Green finished with a 193 yards, the only time a 
back gained more than 100 against the Wildcats this season, on 20 carries 
and four touchdowns, He had touchdown runs of 25, seven, 39 and 50 
yards, as Nebraska finished with 405 yards rushing against the nation’s 
fourth-ranked defense, Green scored three touchdowns in the third quarter 


Green is Doak Walker Award Finalist with 


| 19 yards. He lef the K-State game early with a turf toe, but not before he 


in a span of six minutes. At Baylor, Green rushed for 158 yards and four 


_ Newcomer-of-the-Year and honorable-mention All-American. He started 


I'Ds in two quarters. He scored on runs of three, 58, two and 30 yards, 
all in less than five minutes. 

Green had another quality game against Texas Tech rushing for 178 
yards on 24 carries, the only back to crack the century mark against the 
Red Raiders. His seven-yard touchdown run in the fourth with 11:34 
remaining capped a 12-play, 80-yard drive and was the final score of the 
game as the Huskers won 29-0. At Kansas, Green finished the game with 
123 yards on 23 carries as the Huskers won 35-0, He scored his 13th 
touchdown of the season as the Huskers rushed for 382 yards. Green 
eclipsed the 1,000-yard mark for the second time in his three-year NU 
career with an | 8-carry, 105-yard three-quarter performance in NU’s 69- | 
7 thrashing of Oklahoma. In the third quarter alone, Green rushed for 62 
yards on seven attempts. In NU*s 45-38 come-lrom-behind overtime win | 
at Missouri, Green set three career bests and finished with 189 yards | 
rushing on 30 attempts, the most single-game carries in his Husker career | 
at the time. He caught two passes fora career-high 49 yards, including a 
career-best reception of 39 on NU’s 99-yard scoring drive in the third 
quarter. Once again, Green blew through lowa State with a 209-yard, 
three-touchdown performance in NU’s 77-14 win. He scored all three of 
his touchdowns in the game’s first eight minutes to help NU jump out to 
a 28-0. He had touchdown runs of 18 yards, 49 yards and four for the No. | 
3 Huskers, Green also had a run of 45 yards early in the third quarter. In | 
three career games against lowa State, Green has rushed for 599 yards-- | 
the most by any Husker against one team -- and seven touchdowns. 

“He is a great ball-security back,” ISU Coach Dan McCartney said. 
“He’s fast. He’s physical. He's tough and he is always running north to 
south. He'll haye a tremendous NFL career.” 

Green was a major part in the Huskers’ 27-24 win at Colorado. He | 
rushed for 202 yards on 29 carries and had two scores on his way to being 
named Big 12 Offensive Player ofthe Week forthe second time this season. 
Green scored on runs of 16 and 11 yards as the Huskers improved to 11- 
0. Green's biggest jaunt ofthe day came on the first play of the second half 
when he galloped 64 yards to the Colorado 16-yard line, On the next play, 
Green scored a key touchdown forthe Huskers. His performance marked 
the first time a Husker back rushed for more than 200 yards in consecutive 
games since Ken Clark in 1988. Green, a model of consistency thoughout 
the season, rushed for 179 yards on a career-best 34 attempts with three 
touchdowns in the Huskers’ 54-15 win over Texas A&M in the Big 12 
Championship game. Green scored on runs of 25, one and six yards as NU 
amassed 351 yards on the ground. Against Big 12 competition, Green 
averaged 169.7 yards in nine games. 

“He is definitely the best back in the Big 12,° All-American Grant 
Wistrom said. “He's amajor reason our offense is playing so well. I’m glad 
we don’t have to face him.” 

Where Green ranked: Nationally, Green was second in rushing with 
his 156.4 yards per contest, sixth in scoring offense averaging 11 points 
per game and ninth among all-purpose rushers with 165.17 yardsa game. 
Inthe Big 12, he ranked second in rushing and scoring, 10th in total offense 
and second among all-purpose runners. On the team, he is first in rushing, 
first in scoring, first in all-purpose yards, first in receiving (14) and second 
in total offense (156.4 yards per game), 


1996; After rushing for 1,086 yards as a true freshman, Green was 
ready for a Heisman-type sophomore season. A nagging turf toe injury, 
which severely limited him in four games, and a stress fracture in the same 
left foot of the second metatarsal, put a damper on the 1995 Big Bight 


all 10 games in which he played in 1996, and began the season rushing for 
71 ys. Michigan State and 87 vs. Arizona State. He picked up the pace | 
against Colorado State, rushing for 163 yards and added three catches for 


rushed 14 times for 66 yards and a TD against the nationally ranked 
Wildcats. He sat out the Baylor game, then played with a painful turf toe 
in the next three games. Despite the injury, he still totaled 76 yards on 19 
carries against a Texas Tech defense that ranked seventh in the nation 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl...NU's NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Game 


1,877 Yards in 1997 


against therush. Green did so in little more than two quarters, and he earned 
yards after contact on eight of his carries. Green did not play in the fourth 
quarter because of the injury. On Nebraska's third-quarter, seven-play, 
41-yard drive, on which Scott Frost scored a rushing TD, Green had three 
| carries for 35 of the 41 yards and averaged 4.0 per carry (more than 
Heisman candidate TTU's Byron Hanspard's 3.5 ype) and had a long run 
of 19 yards. Against Kansas. Green was the game's leading rusher, with 
12 carries for 65 yards, including an 11-yard TD run, before leaving the 
game on the first series of the second quarter with a recurrence of turf toe. 
He saw even less action on the natural grass at Oklahoma, rushing nine 
| times for five yards, but did record a four-yard TD. Against Missouri, 
| Green's toe was much i mproved. In less than two quarters of action, Green 
rushed 12 times for 161 yards (13.4 ype) and one TD and was Nebraska's 


season-long runs of 56 (‘TD on first play from scrimmage on NU's first 
drive of third quarter, which gave the Huskers a 30-0 lead) and 70 yards 
(team best). Green followed that with a career-best performance against 
Towa State in Ames. On 29 carries, Green rushed for 214 yards, including 
afour-yard TD run. Green averaged 7.4 yards per carry compared to lowa 
| State's Troy Davis, who rushed 34 times for 138 yards (4.1 ypc) and no 
TDs on the day. Green started against No. 5 Colorado, despite a sore left 
foot. He had injured itin practice on Wednesday before the Friday contest 
and seemed fine. but it began hurting him late Thursday. He only played 


on the following Monday showed a stress fracture to the second metatar- 
sal. He did return to the team, just before bowl time, rushed seven times 
for 52 yards against Virginia Tech, but did not start for the Huskers. 

With the injury, Green finished 83 yards short of becoming one of just 
six Huskers to rush for back-to-back 1,000 yard seasons, the first since 
Calvin Jones. He would have been the first to do so asa frosh/sophomore. 
Green had 917 yards on 155 carries this season with seven TDs. He 
averaged 5,9 yards per carry and 91.9 yards per game. He caught nine 
passes for 93 yards and averaged 103.9 yards in all-purpose yards, Green 
had three 100-yard rushing days in 1996 (163 against Colorado State, 161 
against Missouri and a career-best 214 yards on a career-high 29 carries 
against Iowa State) eight in his career. 


1995: Green, who has not redshirted, played immediately for the 
Huskers, and set the Husker freshman rushing record with 1,086 on 141 
carries with 13 TDs for an incredible 7.7 average per carry and 98.7 per 
game. He also caught 12 passes for 102 yards and three more TDs. His 
season best was 176 yards twice, against Washington State in his first start 
(one TD) and against Iowa State (three TDs). He started the last seven 
regular-season games, but not the Fiesta Bowl. Green was just the fourth 
Big Eight freshman and 38th frosh in NCAA Division I-A to break the 
1,000-yard barrier. His 96 points scored bettered the previous Nebraska 
freshman record, but trailed NU's freshman place-kicker Kris Brown's 97 
points on the season. Green's 12 catches on the season were the most ever 
for an NU freshman and his four kickoff returns for 71 yards secured his 
spot as NU's all-purpose leader, averaging 114.5 yards per game. His 
1,259 all-purpose yards were the most ever for a Husker freshman, as he 
averaged 114.5 yards per game. For his outstanding season, Green was 
the Big Eight Newcomer- and Freshman-of-the-Year as named by the 
Associated Press and league coaches. He earned first-team All-Big Eight 
honors by the coaches, and was a third-team All-American by the UPL. 
As a prepster, Green rushed for more than 1.000 yards three consecutive 
years at two different high schools, as a sophomore at Omaha North and 
as ajuniorand seniorat Central. Central also produced running back greats 
Gayle Sayers of Kansas, and NU's previous freshman record holder Calvin 
Jones, Green finished just 41 yards shy of June Henley's Big Eight 
freshman rushing record of 1,127 yards in 1993. For more information on 
Ahman Green, please see pages 106-108 in the 1997 Nebraska Football 
| Media and Recruiting Guide. 


on the first series and had three carries for nine yards. Follow-up X-rays | 


nominee for Big 12 Offensive Player-of-the-Week. The yards included | 


Ahman Green's Career Statistics 
1995 Game-By-Game (“indicates starts, season bests in bold) 


Rushing Receiving 

Att. Gain Loss Net TDs Long Att. Yds. TDs 
at Oklahoma St.6 20! ese 1 als) SOMA POWs) | 
at Michigan St. 4 TE: Ot 4 [L avd Ob oh yd) 
Arizona State 13 116 5 I11 2? 2Ge Lie Oe 16 
Pacific 15 113 1 102 ZB P25e ae ee ul 
WashingtonSt. 13 176 0 176 54a VOD 10 
Missouri* 15 9] ] 90 1 6, Deo tr 10. 
Kansas State* 22 1/1 2 109 OF 380 Se dl 9 
atColorado* 18 103 6 97 DF Sonn Ora) 
Towa State®* 12 176 OQ 176 4 (64, ¢27 S22 11 
at Kansas* 10 48) © 63,9 45, Oi” Say OPW, 
Oklahoma* 13 48 4 44 O 13 2 1 @ 
Totals 141 1108 22 1086 13 64 12 102 3 

7.7 y/att; 98.7 y/gm, 
1996 Fiesta Bowl vs, Florida: 

9 68 0 68 1) © 48-00 eeTOs) 0 


1996 Game-By-Game 


Rushing Receiving 

Att. Gain Loss Net TDs Long Att. Yds. 
Michigan St.* 15 72 ] 71 PS COs 
at Arizona St.* 20 95 8 87 i” R25 ee 200 
Colorado St.* 22 169 6 163 eh A TEM a) 
at Kansas St.* 14 66 0 66 | nt) (ST 0 OG 
Baylor DNP -- turf toe 
at Texas Tech* 19 90 14 76 Os ty deere 
Kansas* 12 65) 0 865 I 9 10 oil “Tes OG 
at Oklahoma* 9 9 4 5 1 Ar ate 16 
Missouri* 125 WGA 38 6 OTRO Oe 
atlowaState* 29 217 3 214 Vee ele A Do ote 
Colorado* 3 9 #0 9 0 GOLF GOL 
Texas DNP -— stress fracture 
Totals 155 956 39 917 7 70) 9:5 193° 0 


5.9 y/att; 91.7 y/gm. 
1996 Orange Bowl vs, Virginia Tech: 
7 See ers 


1997 Game-By-Game 


Rushing Receiving 

Att. Gain Loss Net TDs Long No. Yds. Tds 
Akron* 9 102 Br 98 ee ™ 14S OL NO 6 
Cent, Fla.* 25 S220 0! TSO ie De BONG 
at Wash, * 29 129) 0 (29 Le) Sta ao eG 
K-State* 20) 194) Wh 1193 4.7 }59! 01 10) 20; 
at Baylor* 20) \IS8i OL INR C4” Shel LPR oe 
Texas Tech* 24 180 2 178 | 24h el) 8. 0 
at Kansas* 25) 40) 19) ites 1 eal ae ee) 
Oklahoma* 1 109 4 105 0) 620, jl Tee 
at Mizzou* 30 189 0 189 1° 20 2 -4e V0 
lowa State*, 15 209 0 20% 3 49 0 © 
atColorado*t 29 212 10 202 2 64 2 -8 O 
Texas AGM (345° TSL 12 079) 03, | D8) BSG 920 
Totals 278 1,925 481,877 22 64 14 105 0 


7.8 y/att.; 156.4 y/gm. 


Green's Career All-Purpose 


Year G/S Att. Rush TD Rec TD PR KOR All-Pur. 


1995 11/6 141 1,086 13 102 3 0 71 1,259 114.5 164 
1996 10/10155 917 7 93 0 0 29 1,039 103.9 

1997 12/12 278 1.877 22 105 0 0 QO 1.982 162:5 2 
Totals 33/28 574 3,880 42 300 3 0 100 4,280 129.7 4: 


6.76 -y/att.; 117.6 y/gm, (rushing) 


Nebraska's Top Three Career Rushers 

ears Att. Yards Avg. TDs 
1. Mike Rozier, [B (81-83) 668 4.780 7.16 49 
2. Ahman Green, IB (95-97) 574 3,880 6.76 42 
3. Calvin Jones, IB (91-93) 461 3,153 6.84 40 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five- Year Record 


Frost is First Husker, 10th Player in Division I-A 


#7 Scott Frost 


Quarterback 
6-3, 220, Sr. 
Letters: One 
Wood River, Neb. 
(Stanford/Wood River HS) 


1997 Johnny Unitas Award Finalist 
1997 Davey O'Brien Award 
Semifinalist 

1997 Second-Team GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-American 
1997 Second-Team All-Big 12 (AP) 

1997 Third-Team All-Big 12 (Coaches) 

1997 CNN/SI National Player-of-the-Week vs. Missouri 
Big 12 Player-of-the-Week (vs. Washington, Missouri) 
ABC/Chevrolet Player-of-the-Game (vs. UW, MU,CU, A&M) 
1996 Big 12 Offensive Newcomer-of-the-Y ear (Coaches) 
Two-Time First-Team Academic All-Big 12 

Two-Time GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-District VII 

23-2 Record as Nebraska's Starting Quarterback 
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Husker Records Held by Frost 


@ Passing, Game, Yards Per Attempt (min. 15 attempts): 15.88. vs, 
Kansas, Oct. 25, 1996 (254 yards, 16 attempts) 

@ Passing, Season, Lowest Interception Percentage (minimum 100 
attempts): 1.50, 1996 (200 attempts. three interceptions) 

@ Total Off., Season, Yards by a Jr: 1,878, 1996 (438 rush. 1,440 pass) 
Most Pass Attempts Without an Interception: 155 attempts, Novy. 
2, 1996 - Oct. 4, 1997, 8+ games, 35 quarters) 

@ Rushing TDs in a season, by a QB: 19, 1997 

@ Rushing Yards in a season, by a QB: 1.237, 1997 

@ Rushing Attempts in a season, by a QB: 176. 1997 

@ Rushing TDs in a game, by a QB: 4 vs. Missouri, Noy. 8, 1997 


Nebraska quarterback Scott Frost became the first quarterback in 
Husker history to rush for 1,000 yards and pass for | 000 yards in the same 
season. With 76 yards rushing and 92 yards passing against Colorado. 
Frost became only the 10th player in NCAA Division I-A history (11 
times) to eclipse the 1,000-yard barrier in both categories and just the 
second in the Big 12. Frost became the 21st quarterback in Division I-A 
history to rush for 1,000 yards in a season, and just the fourth quarterback 
in conference history to accomplish the feat. Frost is the first Husker 
quarterback to rush for 1,000 yards in a season, breaking Gerry Gdowski’s 
position record of 925 yards set in 1989. Frost (1,095) and Ahman Green 
(1.877), give Nebraska two |,000-yard rushers for only the second time 
in history (also Calvin Jones and Derek Brown, I-backs in 1992). 

Frost’s 2,332 yards of total offense this year were one yard short of 
the school record (2,333 by Jerry Tagge in 1971) but rank second overall, 
In only his second season of action at Nebraska, I’rost has already placed 
himself among the top 10 career passers in Husker history, He finished 
as NU's seventh-best passer all time, throwing for 2,677 yards passing in 
hiscareer. Frostset the Husker single-season record forajunior with | 878 
total offense yards in 1996. Along with his offensive production, which 
has led to 46 touchdowns in his short two-year career, Frost has proven 


himself as a leader, compiling a 23-2-0 (.920) record as a starter for the | 


Huskers, 

His proficiency in running the Huskers’ high-powered offense earned 
him aspotamong the five finalists forthe 1997 Johnny Unitas Golden Arm 
Award. He was one of 14 semifinalists for the 1997 Davey O’Brien 


National Quarterback Award, but was shut out of conference honors. 

With a 3.479 cumulative grade point average in finance, Frost earned 
academic All-Big 12 Conference honors and was a second-team GTE/ 
CoSIDA Academic All-American. Frost will play in the Orange Bowl with 
degree in hand. graduating on Dec. 20, 1997. 


1997; Frost led the Huskers to a perfect 12-0 record, No. 2 national 
ranking and the Big 12 Conference Championship, defeating three teams 
that were ranked at game time and four currently ranked teams. Frost 
ranked 37th nationally in rushing, second among quarterbacks with a 91.3 
yards per game average. Even more remarkable was his 6.2 yards per carry 
average, which ranked seventh nationally and first among all Division I 
quarterbacks. His 19 rushing touchdowns on the season, were the most 
ever by a Husker quarterback, surpassing Tommie Frazier’s 14 rushing 
scores in 1995. Frost has had a hand in 24 touchdowns this season 

The 6-3, 220-pound senior from Wood River, Neb., has the Huskers’ 
option attack rolling, leading the nation with 392.6 yards per game on the 
ground and 513.7 yards in total offense and in scoring at 47.1 points per 
game. The No. 2 Huskers have marched through the season with a 12-0 
record and an 8-0 mark in Big 12 Conference action, He has orchestrated 
the Nebraska ground game so well, that he has only attempted 159 passes 
on the season. He has completed 88 of those passes (55.3 percent) for 
1,237 yards and five touchdowns. He has only thrown four interceptions 
and has been sacked just fourtimes, which highlights his excellent decision- 
making skills within the complicated confines of the option offense. 

Frost set several school records in 1997, including three position 
rushing records with 19 rushing touchdowns, | ,237 rushing yards, and 159 
rushing attempts by a quarterback. He was the ABC/Chevrolet Player- 
of-the-Game four times. the Big 12 Offensive Player-of-the-Week twice 
and the national player-of-the-week once. He averaged 9.5 poinis per game 
to rank 17th nationally, second among quarterbacks. 

Through 12 games, Frost has been scintilating. He opened the season 
by rushing |] times forathen-career-high |23 yards and two touchdowns. 
He completed 7 of 13 passes for 67 yards ina 59-14 win over Akron. Frost 
had a magnificent performance at Washington with eight rushes for 97 
yards and two touchdowns, including the longest run of his career, a 34- 
yard scoring scamper in the first quarter, to lead the Huskers to a 27-14 
win oyer the-then-No, 2 Huskies. Frost's performance came against a 
defense that led the nation in rushing defense. He produced 192 yards in 
total offense on 98 yards rushing and 94 yards passing in a 56-26 pounding 
of Kansas State. The Wildcat defense came into that game ranked third 
nationally in total defense, allowing only 216.0 yards per game. He passed 
for 103 and rushed for 71 ina 49-21 win at Baylor, before rushing for 83 
and passing for 46 in the 29-0 win over Texas Tech. He shredded the 
Kansas offense with 121 yards and two touchdowns ona then-career-high 
21 carries and added 33 yards through the air in 35-0 shutout of the 
Jayhawks. Against Oklahoma, Frost rushed eight times for 66 yards and 
completed 6 of 10 passes for 107 yards, including a 40-yard touchdown 
strike to Bobby Newcombe. Frost had the best performance of his career, 
in Nebraska’s 45-38 win at Missouri on Nov. 8, combining for a career- 
high 316 yards in total offense. He set career highs with 141 rushing yards 
on 23 carries, including four touchdowns, He also completed 11 of 24 
passes for a season-high 175 yards and a touchdown to lead the Huskers. 
Frost’s total offense production was the second-best total in Nebraska 
history. trailing only Jerry Tagge’s 319 yards in 1971 against Missouri. 
Hedrove the Huskers 67 yards in 1:02, completing 5 of 10 passes, including 
the game-tying 12-yard touchdown pass that ricocheted off wingback 
Shevin Wiggins’ chest and foot before being snatched out of the air by true 
freshman split end Matt Davison for the CNN Play of the Day. Frost also 
scored the game-winning touchdown in the overtime ona 12-yard scamper 
to seal the Huskers’ come-from-behind victory over the Tigers at Colum- 
bia, Mo. Frost’s performance earned him CNN/Discus Athletic College 
Football Player-of-the-Wecek and Big 12 Conference Offensive Player-of- 
the-Week honors. Frost followed the best performance of his carcer at 
Missouri with a nearly flawless display in Nebraska’s 77-14 romp over 


lowa State. Frost rushed eight times for 88 yards and two touchdowns 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl..,.NU's NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Game 


and completed 8 of 9 passes for another touchdown in little more than one 
halfofaction. He closed the Huskers’ regular-season schedule with 168 
yards in total offense in Nebraska's 27-24 win over Colorado. In the Big 
12 Championship game against Texas A&M, Frost completed 12 of 18 


| passes for a season-high 201 yards (10-11 in first half for 176 yards), no | 


interceptions, no TD passes. He also rushed 15 times for 79 yards and 
had two TD runs, the second of which put NU up 37-3 at halftime, Frost 
also put on a devastating block on CB Shun Horn to allow Bobby 
Newcombe a 25-yard gain ona first-quarter reverse, Frost rushed for 50 
or more yards in every game this year and more than 70 in 10 games, 
including the last four. He rushed for more than 100 yards twice with a 
career-best of 141 at Missouri, and passed for more than 100 yards six 


| times witha career-best 201 vs. A&M, which included a career-long-tying 


51-yard strike to Matt Davison. 


1996: Frost had an outstanding rookie campaign at Nebraska in 1996, 
leading the Huskers to an | 1-2-0 record, a final No. 6 national ranking, a 


| 1996 FedEx Orange Bowl title and the Big 12 North championship. He 


was named the Big 12 Offensive Newcomer of the Year for his efforts after 
setting three school records, posting the school's ninth-best total in passing 


| yards and 10th-best mark in total offense. Frost completed 104 of 200 


passes (52.0 percent) for 1,440 yards with just three interceptions. 
Frost’s yardage total bettered 1995 Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Award 
winner Tommie Frazier’s 1,362 yards passing. Frost set a school record 
by throwing only three interceptions in 200 attempts and was one of three 
starting quarterbacks in the country to have three or fewer pickoffs. He 
also seta school single-game record by averaging 15.88 yards per attempt 
in Nebraska’s 63-7 win over Kansas in 1996. In the last six games Frost 
was 60-107 passing (56 percent) for 845 yards, throwing for at least 100 
in five of those contests, and producing a 9-1 touchdown-interception 
ratio, His best passing day was 254 yards against Kansas (12-16), while 
his best rushing day was 90 yards against Baylor (12 attempts). He was 


_ only sacked 10) times in 12 games. He either rushed for a TD or threw a 


TD strike in nine of 12 games (except ASU, Colorado and Texas). Frost 


| posted a 13-3 TD-interception ratio in 12 games on 200 attempts. The 


| 11. Darian Hagan, Colorado, 1989 


three interceptions thrown ranked third nationally and just out of first 
place as Army and Ohio QBs each threw two on the year. Frost did not 
throw an interception from the third quarter of the Oklahoma game (four 
games, 18 quarters, 84 attempts) to the end of the season and finished the 
year ranked 32nd nationally in passing efficiency at 130.9 rating points. 
He rushed for 438 yards (fourth best on team), scoring nine TDs (second 
best on team), 13 by pass, for 22 total offense scores. Frost rushed for 


| 62 yardsand two TDs ys, Virginia Tech in the Orange Bowl and completed 


11-22 passes for 136 yards. 

Frost rushed for 4,278 yards and 72 TDs and completed 447 of 882 
passes (51 percent) for 6,859 yards (67 TDs) at Wood River High School, 
where he played for his father Larry (head coach) and mother Carol 
(receivers coach). For more information on Frost, please see page 104-105 
of the 1997 Nebraska Football Media Guide. 


NCAA Division I Players Gaining 1,000 Yards 


Rushing and 1,000 Yards Passing in One Season 
(all QBs unless noted, 10 QBs, 11 times, by order of total yards) 


Player, school, year Rush Pass Total 
1. Brian Mitchell, SW Louisiana, 1989 1,311 1.966 3,277 
2. Beau Morgan, Air Force, 1996 1,494 1.210 2,704 
3. Chris McCoy, Navy, 1997 1.370 1.203 2,573 
4. Dee Dowis, Air Force, 1989 1,286 1.285 2,571 
5. Bart Weiss, Air Force, 1985 1,032 1.449 2.481 
6. Beau Morgan, Air Force, 1995 1,285 1,165 2,450 
7. Johnny Bright (Halfback), Drake, 1950 1,232 1,168 2,400 
8. Michael Carter, Hawaii, 1991 1,192 1.172 2,364 
9, Scott Frost, Nebraska, 1997 1,096 1,237 2,333 
10. Reggie Collier, Southern Miss., 1981 1,005 1,004 2,009 

1.004 1,002 2.006 


To Rush and Pass for 1,000 Yards in a Season 


Scott Frost's Career Statistics 


1996 Game-By-Game (“indicates starts, season bests in bold) 


Rushing 
=i 

Michigan St.* 10-58-1 
at Arizona St.* 10- -7-0. 
Colo. St.* 10-56-1 
at Kansas St.* 11-35-0 
Baylor* 12-90-1 
at Texas Tech* 14-22-] 
Kansas* 6-35-2 
atOklahoma*  8-14-0. 
Missouri* 8-28-1 
at lowa State* 7-28-2 
Colorado* 12-32-0 14-6-0-56-0 
Texas* 18-47-0 24-15-0-155-0 
Totals 126-438-9 200-104-3-1,440-13 

1996 Orange Bowl vs, Virginia Tech*: 
9-62-2 22-1 1-0-136-0 


Passing 
A-C-I-Yds-TDs 
12-5-0-74-1 
20-6-0-66-0 
18-13-0-143-2 
16-8-1-79-1 
15-8-0-178-0 
12-4-1-55-0 
16-12-0-254-3 
22-1()-1-163-3 
14-9-0-114-1 
17-8-0-103-2 


1997 Game-By-Game 
Rushing 
No.-Yds-TDs 

11-123-2 
10-52-1 
18-97-2 
17-98-1 
12-71-1 
19-83-0 
21-121-2 
8-66-| 
23-141-4 
8-88-2 


Passing 
13-7-0-67-0 
14-9-0-120-1 
15-8-0-88-0 
13-6-1-94-0 
8-5-0-103-0 
12-5-1-46-1 
9-4-0-33-0 
10-6-0-107-1 
24-11-2-175-] 
9-8-0-1 11-1 
14-7-0-92-0 
18-12-0-201-0 
159-88-4-1,237-5 
.553 comp, pet. 


Akron* 
Cent. Fla.* 
at Wash.* 
K-State* 
at Baylor* 
Texas Tech* 
at Kansas* 
Oklahoma* 
at Mizzou* 
Towa State* 
atColoradao* 14-76-| 
Texas A&M 15-79-2 
Totals 176-1,1096-19 
6,2 y/att. 


Frost’s Career Statistics 
Rushing Passing 

-Yds- A-C-1-Yds-TDs 
126-438-9 200-104-3-1440-13 
176-1,096-19 159-88-4-1237-5 
302-1,534-28 359-192-7-2,677-18 
5.1 y/att. .535 comp. pet. 


Frost in 1997 


1996 
1997 
Totals 


Total Off. 
No-Yds-TDs 
22-132-2 
30-59-0 
28-199-3 
27-114-1 
27-272-1 
26-77-1 
22-289-5 
30-177-3 
22-142-2 
24-131-2 
26-88-0 
42-202-0 
326-1,878-22 


31-198-2 


Total Off, 
No-Vds-TDs 
24-190-2 
24-172-2 
33-185-2 
30-192-1 
20-1741 
31-129-1 
30-154-2 
18-173-2 
47-316-5 
17-199-3 
28-168-1 
33-280-2 
335-2,332-24 
194.3 y/gm. 


Total Off. 
No-Yds-TDs 
326-1.878-22 

- ~24 
661-4,210-46 
175.4 y/em.(24) 


Frost Plays of 25 or more Yards: Rushing--7; Passing--18 
Frost Plays of 10 or more Yards: Rushing—-43: Passing--45 


First Downs: Rushing--60: Passing--43 


Frost's Career Bests 


Long Pass: 51 yards to Lake ys, OU. 1996: 51 yards to Davison ys. 


Texas A&M, 1997 


Long TD Pass: 51 yards. to Lake vs. OU, 1996 


Most Yards Passing: 254 vs. Kansas, 1996 


Most Passing Attempts: 24 vs. Texas, 1996; 24 ys. Missouri, 1997 


Most Passing Completions: 13 vs. Texas+ 
Long Rush: 34 ys. Washington (TD) 

Most Yards Rushing: 141 ys. Missouri 
Most Rushing Attempts: 23 vs. Missouri 
Most Total Offense: 316 vs. Missouri 


Most Total Offense Attempts: 47 vs. Missouri 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record 


Husker Starters and Statistical Leaders | 


#35 Kris Brown 


Place-Kicker 
5-10, 205, Jr. 
Letters: Two 

Southlake, Texas (Carroll) 


@ 1997 Lou Groza Award Semifinalist 

@ 1997 Honorable-Mention All-Big 12 
(Coaches) 

@ 1997 First-Team Academic All-Big 12 

@ 1997 GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-America Nominee 

@ 1996 Second-Team All-Big 12 (AP, Coaches) 


Brown’s School Records 

Points Scored by Kickers, Career...299 (170-174 PATS, 43-56 FG) 
Field Goals Made, Career...43 (56 attempts) 

Field Goals Attempted, Career...52 (39 made) 

PATs Made, Career...170 (174 attempts) 

PATs Attempted, Career...174 (170 made) 

Field Goals Made, Season...18, 1997 (21 attempts) 

Points Scored by Kickers, Season...1 16, 1997 

Consecutive PATs Made, Season,..62, 1997 (ties record) 
Consecutive Field goals Made... 16 (1997, no miss since game three) 


eee eeooe 


Place-kicker Kris Brown has been booming kickoffs and making field 
goals with pinpoint accuracy, during the 1997 season and throughout his 
Nebraska career, Brown, ajunior from Southlake, Texas, has made his last 
16 field goal attempts for the 12-0 Huskers. Brown is 4-4 on field goals 
made in bow! games hitting from 26 and 24 yards in the 1996 Fiesta Bowl, 
and on 25 and 37 yards ys. Virginia Tech in last year's Orange Bowl. 

Brown has demolished every Husker career kicking record. In fact, the 
only career record he has yetto break is the all-time scoring record. Brown 
is second at 299 points behind Heisman Trophy winner Mike Rozier's 3 12 
points from 1981-83. Brown has converted a school-best 170 point-afier 
touchdowns on a record 174 attempts (.977 percent). Brown has made 43 
field goals on 56 attempts (.768), both school bests. He has scored more 
points than any kicker in school history with his 299, His 46-yard field 
goal against Colorado was a season long, but he has hit two of more than 
50 in his career. He is 9-14 on field goals of 40 yards or more, 5-6 this 
season, Six times he has hit at least three field goals in a game and twice 
he has successfully kicked four (vs. Kansas State in 1996, Texas A&M 
in 1997 Championship game). His career-long field goal was a51-yarder 
vs. Texas in the 1996 Big 12 Championship game. 

Brown holds numerous season records as well. His 18 field goals in 
1997 bettered Gregg Barrios’ school record of 14 in 1990; his 116 points 
breaks his own school record for points by a kicker (he had 97 as a true 
freshman); his 116 points bettered the school record points by a junior 
(102 by Johnny Rodgers in 1971 and Mike Rozier in 1982), but was second 


behind teammate Ahman Green's 132 this year. Healso set seasonrecords | 


for most PATs and most PATS without a miss, hitting on all 62 of his 
attempts. He is just the fifth Husker to not have any misses in a season. 
Counting the 1] PATs he made at the end of 1996. Brown has now made 
73 in a row (the school record is 83). 


1997: Afier missing three of his first field goals, Brown hasn't missed 
on 16 straight kicks, dating back to a 41-yard miss on his first of three 
attempts at No. 2 Washington. On the year, Brown has hit 18 of 21 field 
goal attempts (85.7 percent), including his last 16 and five of 40 yards or 
more. Brown, who was a semifinalist for the Lou Groza Collegiate Place- 
Kicker Award, has kicked 54 (6] percent) of his 88 kickoffs into or out 
of the end zone, and 46 (52 percent) were not returned. He has hit on all 


62 of his PATs, becoming just the fifth Husker kicker to be perfect in a | 
season. Twice he hit three or more field goals ina game. vs. Texas Tech 
and Texas A&M in the Big 12 Championship game in San Antonio. 


1996: For the second consccutive year, place-kicker Kris Brown led 
the Iluskers in scoring. He had 86 points in 1996 (7.2 ppg. ranked 49th 
nationally), He was 12-19 on field goals. 50-51 on PATs. Brown's field 
goals made included three of more than 40 yards with a career-best 51- 


yarder against Texas in the Big 12 Championship game. He had a | 


consecutive PAT streak of 48 kicks made. but it ended with his first miss 
ofthe season on his third attemptat lowa State, His best game was against 
Kansas State. when he connected on four field goals in the first half, 
including a 50-yard then-career-best boot with no time remaining to put 
the Huskers up 18-3 at halftime. He ended up 4-5 on the day, just missing | 
a 34-yard attempt in the third quarter. Three of his misses were from 40 
yards. 


1995: Brown was one of three irue freshmen to play for the Huskers 
in 1995, and took over the place-kicking duties from No. | baseball drati 
pick Darin Erstad. On the season, Brown made 13-16 field goals and made 


| 58 of 61 PATs, for 97 points on the season, Brown was responsible for 


the best field goal percentage in school history (.813). Healso successfully 
completed one pass for a two-point conversion. He had 97 points on the 
season, an NU freshman scoring record and also a school record for points 
by kicking in aseason (breaking Calvin Jones’ previous freshman scoring 


record of 84 pointsin 1991), The OU game marked the third game in 1995 | 


that Brown hit on three field goals in a game (also ys. Michigan State, 
Washington State and Colorado), Brown's longest field goal was a 47- 
yarder at MSU in game two. He was L-2 on kicks of 40 yards or more and 
7-9 on kicks from longer than 30 yards. ‘Twice on the year he was 7-7 on 
PATS and hit on 31 consecutive, after missing his very first in the season 
opener. Brown was a quarterback at Carroll High School in Texas. For 
more information on Brown, see page 102-103 of the NU Media Guide. 


Kris Brown's Career Statistics 


Scoring Field Goal Range 

Year G PAT FG TP PPG 1-1920-29 30-3940-49 50+ Le 
1995 J] 58-61 13-16 97 88 0-0 6-7 6-7 1-2 0-0 47 
1996 12 50-51 12-19 86 7.2 0-0 6-6 3-7 I-4 2-2 51 
1997 12 62-62 18-21 116 9.0 0-0 6-7 7-8 5-6 0-0 46 
Total 35170-17443-56 299 85 0-018-20 16-22 7-12 2-2 51 


Tackles: 2 UT, 0 AT. 2 TT, 1995; 1 UT, 1 AT. 2 TT, 
LAT, 2TT, 1997 

1996 Fiesta Bowl vs. Florida: PAT 5-6, | blocked; Field Goals 2-2 (26 
and 24 yards, both in second quarter) 

1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: PATs 5-5: Field Goals 2-2 (25 
and 37 yards) 


1996: IUT, 


Brown's Field Goal Sequence Game-by-Game 

1995: (24): (22,47. 20): (0); (30), (33.22, 20): (0); (0): (25, 36, 37): (38); 
(0); (31, 45, 27, 35). 

1996: (35.24): (0): (27): (45,27, 28, 50, 34); (49, 34); (39.49); (0); (25): 
(34, 35): (0): (30. 41): (31,24). 


| 1997: (38, 34); (27, 21):(41, 20.31): (31, 32): (0), (32, 41. 35): (0): (24, 


42): (44); (0); (25,46); (27.26,31,44). 


Husker Top Five Point Scorers -- All Positions 


Player, Years TD PATs FG: - SE 
|. Mike Rozier. 1B, 1981-82-83 52 0 () 312 
2. Kris Brown, PK, 1995-96-97 0 170-174 43-56 299 
3. Johnny Rodgers, WB, }970-71-72 45 0 0 270 
4. Calvin Jones. IB. 1991-92-93 42 0 0 252 

Ahman Green, IB, 1995-96-97 42 0-0 0 252 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl..,NU's NCAA-Record 29th C onsecutive Bowl Game 


#14 Lance Brown 


Wingback 
5-11, 190, Jr. 
Letters: Two 
Papillion 
(Papillion-LaVista) 


@ 1997 First-Team Academic All-Big 12 
@ 1997GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-District VII 


A versatile athlete, Lance Brown had an outstanding year. He was a 
key contributor to the Husker offense as NU's third-leading receiver. he 
contributed on special teams returning punts and kickoffs, he broke up a 
pass on a fake punt in the Big 12 Championship game and had one tackle 


on NU!'s punt coverage team. Olf the field, Brown earned his degree in | 


business management and plans on taking graduate classes next year. 
Brown picked up his degree on Dec, 20, 1997, just eight semesters after 
arriving on campus in January of 1994, With a 3.745 cumulative grade 
point average, Brown was named to the Academic All-Big 12 first team 
and to the GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-District VII teams. Brown played 
in every game in 1997 and started seven. He finished as Nebraska's third- 
leading receiver with 12 catches for 226 yards and no TDs. He averaged 
18.8 yards per catch and had a long of 35 yards twice. vs. Baylor and 
Washington. His best day was two catches for 59 yards vs. Baylor, He 
had two catches four times this season, vs. Washington, Baylor, Texas 
Tech and Kansas. He also had two rushes for 12 yards. including a nine- 
yard touchdown ys. Oklahoma. In the Big 12 Championship game, Brown 
recorded his first pass breakup, when atthe end of thethird quarter, A&M 
faked a punt, Brown was the "safe" back on coverage. and cutting across 
the field, Brown broke up the long bomb near the end zone. Brown also 


alternating with starter Jon Vedral at wingback. Brown caught live passes 
in 11 games for 101 yards and scored one touchdown--a career-best 41- 
yard grab from Scott Frost at Oklahoma. He also returned three punts for 
17 yards in three separate games, including a long of eight yards against 
Missouri. A scholarship athlete, Brown redshirted in 1994. then played 
in all 12 games as Nebraska's No. 3 split end and saw time at wingback in 
1995. He caught two passes for 44 yards and one TD (five-yard reception 
vs. lowa State). He played against Florida in the Fiesta Bowl, but did not 
have a reception. Brown is a Papillion, Neb., native and was an all-state 
wide receiver at Papillion-LaVista High School. For more information on 
Brown, see page 122-123 of the 1997 NU Football Guide. 


Lance Brown’s Career Statistics 


Receiving 

Year G/S No. Yds. WR Y/G long TDs 
1994--Redshirted 

1995 11/0 2 44 220 4.0 39s. ASU | 
1996 11/0 5 101 20.2 92 41 vs. OU | 
1997 12/5 12 226 188 18.8 35 vs. Wash. 0 
Totals 34/5 19 371 19.5 10.9 41 vs.ASU 2 
Punt Returns 

Year No. Yds. AR Long TDs 

1995 0) 0 0.0 0 0 

1996 3 17 5.7 8 vs. MU 0 

1997 3 27 90 I5vs. BU 0 

Totals 6 44 7.3 15 vs. BU 0 

Kickoff Returns: 1-21 in 1997 (vs, Texas A&M) 


Pass Breakups: 1 in 1997 (vs. Texas A&M): Tackles; 0 UT, 1 AT, 
1 TT in 1997; 1996 Fiesta Bowl: Receiving, none 


1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Receiving. 1-23 


#21 Mike Brown 


Rover 
5-11, 205, So. 
Letters: One 
Scottsdale, Ariz. 
(Saguaro) 


@ 1997GTE/CoSIDA Academic All- 
America Nominee 

@ 1997 First-Team Academic All-Big 12 

@ 1997 Second-Team All-Big 12 (Coaches) 


One of three youngsters in the Husker secondary, Brown played like 
a veteran. The true sophomore led the team in tackles and is one of the 
hardest hitters on the team. After moving from lefi corner to rover before 
spring ball, Brown totaled 77 tackles (36 solo) starting every game. He 
had four tackles for loss (1-2 ys. Central Florida, Oklahomaand A&M and 
shared a tackle for loss vs, Kansas State), He had two pass interceptions, 
1-0 vs. lowa State and 1-21 in the Big 12 Championship game vs. Texas 
A&M. Brown also had four breakups. Brown led the team in tackles five 
times. He hada career-best 12 vs. Oklahoma, nine vs, Central Florida and 
Texas Tech, and eight vs. Missouri and Texas A&M. With a 3.222 
cumulative grade point average, Brown was anominee for GTE/CoSIDA 
Academic All-America honors and was a first-team Academic All-Big 12 
honor winner. In 1996, Brown was one of five true freshmen who made 
key contributions. Brown played in 11 games (all but Colorado State) 
behind lefi corners Michael Booker and Mike Fullman and recorded 12 
tackles, including eight solo stops. He had one breakup (vs. lowa State) 
and one interception against Kansas that he returned for 44 yards. He had 


. : . : _. | a@season-best three tackles against lowa State (two solo) and had two salos 
had a 27-yard reception and a 21-yard kickoff return on an onside kick in | S 


the game. In 1996, Brown played in every game except the season opener, | 


against Kansas State. The Arizona Player-of-the-Y car in 1995. Brown 
captured the Whizzer White Award for the state's best running back and 
the Tyrone Byrd Award (named after the former Husker DB) as the state's 
best defensive back. He rushed for more than 2.000 yards as a senior, 
missing two games. He was the first athlete in 10 years to have earned 
player of the year honors on both sides of the ball as named by the Arizona 
Republic and the Arizona State Coaches Association, Por more informa- 
tion on Mike Brown, please see page 123 of the 1997 Nebraska Football 
Media Guide. 


Mike Brown's Career Statistics 


Defense  ( -+-----Tackles------ ) Fum. OB Int. 
Year G/S UT AT TT TEL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1996 110 8 4 12 0-0 0000 0 1 | O 0 
1997 12/12 36 41 77 446 0000 0 42 290 9 
Totals23/12 44 45 89 46 0000 0 53 O90 
Interceptions: 3-70: 1-44 ys. Kansas, 1996; 1-0 vs. lowa State; 1-26 


vs. Texas A&M, 1997 
1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Tackles, none 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record 


#22 Ralph Brown 


Right Cornerback 
5-10, 180, So. 
Letters: One 

Hacienda Heights, Calif. 
(Bishop Amat) 


1997 Jim Thorpe Award Candidate 
1997 First-Team All-Big 12 

(AP, Coaches, Football News) 
1996 First-Team Freshman All-American (Sporting News) 
1996 Big 12 Defensive Newcomer-of-the-Y ear (AP) 

1996 Honorable-Mention All-Big 12 (AP, Coaches) 
School-Record 21 Career Pass Breakups 

School-Record Seven Pass Breakups ina Game (vs, CU,'96) 


eee 4 


After being tried and tested in 1996, opponents chose to pick on the 
other new corner in 1997 (Erwin Swiney). Ralph Brown started every 
game and had 29 tackles (18 solo), He had two interceptions on the season, 
1-23 vs. Akron in the first game, and 1-5 ys. Texas A&M in the Huskers! 


last game. He led the team with nine pass breakups and combined with | 


his 12 from last year (second most ever bya Husker), Brown has 21, which 


betters Barron Miles’ career record of 19 from 1992-94, His tackles for | 


losses were against Kansas State (1-1) and Kansas (1-4), and his season- 
best tackle day was six against Colorado. Brown was a consensus first- 
team All-Big 12 athlete, after earning honorable-mention honors last year. 
In 1996, Brown became the first Husker position player (excluding 
kickers) to start the first game of his freshman year since WWII. He had 
aremarkable firstseason. In 12 games(and 12 starts), Brown had 28 tackles 
(15 solo), one fumble recovery, 12 breakups and four interceptions for 
83 yards and one TD, Brown's 12 pass breakups were the second most 
in a season all time at NU, one off the school record and only the second 
time in NU history a Husker has had double-figure breakups (school record 
is 13 by Barron Milesin 1994), His first interception was against Colorado 
State in game No. 3, when he also had two breakups and three tackles. In 
the next game against nationally ranked Kansas State, he recorded his 
second interception and had a breakup and two tackles against All- 
American receiver Kevin Lockett. His third pickoffwas an 83-yard return 
fora TD vs. Oklahoma, which broke the Sooners' back, giving NU a 24- 


0 third-quarter lead. And his last was a pickoff for no return yards against | 


lowa State, Brown broke aschool record with seven breakups against No. 
5 Colorado and aided the team to aschool-record 15 breakups in the game. 
Brown had acareer-best eight tackles against Missouri and had one tackle 
for one yard lost against No. 5 Colorado. ‘The Huskers ranked in the top 
seven in every national category and the No. | unit gave up just nine TDs 
to opponents in 12 games in 1996. Brown wasa consensus All-American 
and was listed as the No. 2 defensive back to come out of the prep ranks 
two years ago. He played both ways at Bishop Amat High School in 
LaPuenta, Calif. rushing for 2.246 yards on 311 carries. For more 
information on Ralph Brown, please see page 109 of the 1997 Nebraska 
Football Media Guide. 


Ralph Brown's Career Statistics 


Defense ( ------- Tackles------ ) Fum QB Int. 
Year G/S Uf AT TT TEL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1996 12/12 15 13 28 I-] 0-0 0-1 O 12 #4 0 0 
1997 12/12 18 11 29 25 0000 0 92 00 
Total24/24 33 24 57 3-6 0-0 0-1 0 21 *6 0 0 


Interceptions: *6-111, 1-83-yard TD vs. Oklahoma, 1996; 1-23 vs. 
Akron, 1-5 vs. Texas A&M, 1997 
1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech; Tackles 1 UT, 0 AT. 1 TT 


#90 Tim Carpenter | 
Tight End 
6-3, 250, Sr. 
Letters: Three 
Columbus, Neb. 


Senior tight end Tim Carpenter helped power the Huskers to a No. | 
ranking in rushing (392.6), total offense (513.7) and scoring (47.1). While 
he hasn't had any receptions the past two years, Carpenter is like another 
offensive lineman. Carpenter played in every game and started 10 this 


| year. In 1996, Carpenter played in all 12 games and started 10, all except 


the season-opener against Michigan State when he was still recovering 
from spring knee surgery (ACL right knee) and the lowa State game. 
Although he did not have any receptions, Carpenter's strength helped lead 
the Huskers toa No. 4 national ranking in rushing (291.9 ypg) and limited 
the opposing defense to just 10 sacks in 12 games. In 1995, Carpenter 
alternated with Mark Gilman on the first team, missing two games in 
midseason when he had arthroscopic surgery. Ie has two career catches. 
a 15-yard reception vs. Pacific in 1995, anda 12-yard catch against Pacific 
in 1994, Carpenter redshirted in 1993. He was an all-state running back 
for Columbus High School in 1992. For more on Tim Carpenter, please 
see page 111 of the 1997 Nebraska Football Media Guide. 


Tim Carpenter's Career Statistics 


Receiving 

Year G/S No. Yds. YR YG Long TDs 
1993--Redshirted 

1994 8/0 | 12 12.0 15  12-vs. Pac. 0) 
1995 9/1 ] 15 15.0 1.7 15 -vs. Pac. 0 
1996 12/11 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 
1997 1210 QO 0 00 0.0 0 0 
Totals 41/22 2 27 13.5 0.7 15 vs. Pac. 0 


1996 Fiesta Bowl vs. Florida: Kickoff Returns, 1-5 
1996 Orange Bowl vs, Virginia Tech; Receiving, none 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl...NU's NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Game 


#6 Kenny Cheatham 
Split End 
6-4, 205, Jr. 
Letters: Two 
Phoenix, Ariz. 
(So. Mountain) 


Bothered by a nagging pulled quad muscle, Cheatham sat out the first 
and last games of the season (Akron and Texas A&M) and also game seven 
vs. Kansas. He played in nine and started four (vs. Central Florida. 
Washington, Missouri and Colorado), Despite the limited action, Cheatham 
tied [-back Ahman Green for the team lead with 14 catches. Cheatham was 
third in receiving yards with 191 and averaged 13.6 per catch. He didn't 
haveany TD receptions, but caughta season-long 31 yarder vs. Colorado. 
On Nebraska's 1 0-play, 67-yard game-tying TD drive which began at the 
1:02 mark of regulation against Missouri, Cheatham caught three passes 
from Scott Frost for 42 yards. In the game, he had a career-best 5-54. He 
has caught at least two passes in each of the last three games he has played 
(5-54 vs, Missouri, 2-26 vs. lowa State and 2-42 vs. Colorado), a streak 
which will continue into next season. Cheatham and Bobby Newcombe 
are members of the No. 2 kickoff return team. Cheatham had one return 
for 23 yards this season vs, Kansas State. Cheatham played in every game 
in 1996, alternating with Jeff Lake behind starter Brendan Holbein. He 
earned his first career start against Arizona State when Nebraska opened 
in split formation. Cheatham caught seven passes for 105 yards in 1996, 
including a 30-yard TD from Matt Turman in the season opener against 
Michigan State. He tied his season best with two catches for 19 yards 
against Baylor and had a career-best 34-yard reception vs. Kansas. 
Cheatham also had three punt returns for seven yards and two kickoff 
returns for 100 yards, including an 85-yard score in the fourth quarter 
against Oklahoma. That touchdown marked the first time the Huskers had 
scored on a kickoff return in six years. A scholarship athlete, Cheatham 
redshirted in 1994, then played in the first five games in 1995, catching 
four passes for 31 yards before suffering a shoulder separation that ended 
his season. For more information on Cheatham, see page 124 of the 1997 
Football Guide. 


Kenny Cheatham's Career Statistics 


Receiving 

Year G/S No. Yds. WR WG Long TDs 
1994--Redshirted 

1995 5/0 4 3h 62 78 10 (twice) 0 
1996 12/1 7 105 15.0 88 34 vs. KU I 
1997 V4 14 191 136 212 31s. CU 0 
Totals 26/5 25 327 13.8 12.6 34 vs. KU 1 
Punt Returns 

Year No. Yds. AR Long TDs 

1995 8 102 12.8 33-vs. Pac. 0 

1996 3 hr wee 3 vs. KU 0 

1997 0 0 0.0 0 ) 

Totals 1i 6109) (9.9 33 0 

Kickoff Returns 

Year No. Yds. AR Long TDs 

1995 2 56 28.0 33 vs. OSU 0 

1996 2 100 50.0 85 vs. OU 1 

1997 1 23 «©23.0 23 vs. K-St. 0 

Totals § 179 35.8 85vs.OU 1 


1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Receiving. 1-23. KickoffReturns 
2-43 (23 long) 


#44 Jay Foreman 


Mike Linebacker 
6-1, 235, Jr. 
Letters: Two 
Eden Prairie, Minn. 


@ 1997 Butkus Award Watch List 

@ 1997Second-Team All-Big 12(AP) 

@ 1997 Honorable-Mention All-Big 
12 (Coaches) 


Anearly-season Butkus Award Watch List member, Jay Foreman did 
not disappoint his fans. He started every game at Mike Linebacker and 
finished second on the team with 61 tackles (17 solo). He was in on two 
sacks (vs. Central Florida and Washington) and had five tackles for 10 
yards lost, with a best of 2-3 vs. nationally ranked Kansas State. Foreman 
also had one pass breakup and forced a fumble against Central Florida. He 
was sixth on the team with nine quarterback hurries, causing incomplete 
passes. Foreman had a career-best 12 tackles (three solo) at Colorado and 
had five solo stops (nine total) at No, 2 Washington. In 1996, Poreman 
played in every game at Mike linebacker. Although he had no starts, he 
saw extensive playing time alternating with senior Jon Hesse. Foreman 
finished seventh on the team in tackles with 43 stops, 22 of those solo, 
which ranked fourth on the team. He also had two key interceptions on 
the year, one for a six-yard return against Oklahoma in the third quarter, 
which the Huskers converted into a touchdown, and one he picked off from 
Koy Deter against Colorado and returned 21 yards for Nebraska's first 
score with 6:20 remaining in the first quarter to give NU a 7-6 lead. He 
also had two quarterback hurries on the year. and shared asack with Grant 
Wistrom in the Baylor game. He had four tackles against the Bears. His 
tackle high on the season was seven in the season opener vs. Michigan 
State. He started every game asa redshirt freshman in 1995, recording 32 
tackles, including two for five yards lost and two quarterback hurries. He 
started against Florida in the Fiesta Bowl, recording three tackles in the 
62-24 win. From Eden Prairie High School in Minnesota, Jay is the son 
of Chuck Foreman, the former Minnesota Vikings great. As a prepster, 
Jay rushed for 950 yards, had 421 yards in receptions and 200 in kickoff 
returns. Playing both sides of the ball, he was a SuperPrep and Blue Chip 
All-American. For more information on Jay Foreman, please see page 113 
of the 1997 Nebraska Football Media Guide. 


Jay Foreman's Career Statistics 

Defense ( ------- Tackles------ ) Fum. QB Int. 
Year G/S Ul AT TT TEL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1994-—Redshirted 


1995 11/11 10 22 32 25 O08 00 0 00 20 
1996 12/0 10 33 43 1-2 05-2 10 0 142 2 0 
1997 12/12 17 44 61 05-10 15-600 0 10 9 0 
Totals35/23 37 99136 8-17 2-8 1-0 0 2%*2 13 0 


Interceptions: 2-27 (1-6 vs. Oklahoma; 1-21, TD ys. Colorado, 1996) 


1996 Fiesta Bowl vs. Florida: Tackles. | UT, 2 AT. 3 TT 
1996 Orange Bowl ys. Virginia Tech: Tackles, 2 UT. 1 AT, 3 TT 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record [37 | 


#34 Vershan 


Jackson 


Tight End 
6-0, 240, Sr. 
Letters: Two 
Omaha, Neb. 
(South) 


@ 1997Team Co-Captain 
@ 1996 Honorable-Mention All-Big 12 (AP, Coaches) 


Nebraska utilized three tight ends in 1997, Vershan Jackson, Sheldon 
| Jackson and Tim Carpenter. Vershan played in every game and started 
four, He caught four passes for 72 yards, including a season-best of 23 
yards vs. Kansas State. His four catches were spread out over four games 


State). Vershan served as one of four team co-captains in 1997. A 
converted fullback, Jackson played in every game in 1996 and started 
against Colorado, when NU opened in a two-light end set. Jackson 
finished as the Huskers’ third-leading receiver with 10 catches for 220 
yards and four TDs. Jackson had at least two catches in five games, with 


career best in yards, was 65 (on two catches) vs. Kansas. His career-long 
| reception, which didnot go fora TD, was 41 yards against Kansas. In 1995, 
Vershan played in every game as a reserve tight end, catching two passes 
for 13 yards. including one (one-yard) TD vs. Kansas. Jackson played 
in three games asa fullback in 1994, then moved to tight end before spring 


second-team all-state honors at Omaha South High School as a running 


the 1997 Nebraska Football Media Guide. 


Vershan Jackson's Career Statistics 


Receiving 

Year G/S No. Yds. YR YG Long TDs 
1993--Redshirted 

1994 3/0 0 0 0.0 0.0 0 0 
1995 11/0 2 13. 65 0.2 12 vs. ASU I 
1996 §=612/1 «313 «220 16.9 183 41 vs. KU 4 
qb a 0 72 18.0 60 23 vs. K-St. 0 
Totals 38/5 19 305 21.8 80 41vs.KU 5 


Rushing: 3-12 in 1994, long of 8 ys. Pacific 

Tackles: 2 UT. 0 AT, 2 TT in 1996 

1996 Fiesta Bowl vs. Florida: Kickoff Returns, 1-5 
1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Receiving. 1-9 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl... 


back. For more information on Vershan Jackson, please see page 114 of 


#88 Sheldon 
Jackson 
Tight End 
6-4, 245, Jr. 
Letters: Two 


Diamond Bar, Calif. 
(Damien) 


A gified tight end. Sheldon Jackson was one of three alternating light 


_ ends into the game. along with seniors Vershan Jackson and Tim Carpen- 


(1-23 vs. KSU, 1-12 vs. Baylor, 1-15 ys. Texas Tech and 1-22 vs. lowa | 


a career-best three catches for 57 yards and two TDs vs. lowa State. His | 
scores were on six- and 35-yard receptions (career-long score) in the first | 
quarter to give the Huskers 7-0 and 14-0 leads over the Cyclones. His | 


ballin 1995, Ascholarship athlete, Jackson redshirted in 1993 afierearning | 


NU's NCAA-Record 29th C onsecutive Bowl ‘Game 


ter. Sheldon had his best season and finished as the Huskers' fifth-leading 
receiver with 11 catches for 189 yards (17.2 per catch) and two TDs. He 
hauled in acareer-best 37-yard catch from Scott Frost in the Baylor game. 
Twice he had a career-best three receptions, 3-61-1 ys. Central Florida 
(career-long 16-yard TD), and 3-32-1 vs. lowa State (five-yard TD). In 
1996, Jackson played in all 12 games, and started two--the season opener 
against Michigan State and against lowa State. Sheldon and Vershan 
Jackson backed up starter Tim Carpenter. Sheldon caught four passes for 
48 yards and two TDs. His first was a one-yard grab against Colorado 
State, and his second was an eight-yard catch against Kansas. In 1995, 
Jackson saw extensive playing time, and caught six passes in |) games for 
52 yards including two TDs. His season-best day was two catches (for 
18 yards) vs. KSU in 1995. while his best for yards gained was 31 (on one 
reception) vs. Baylor in 1996. A scholarship athlete, Jackson redshirted 
in 1994. Sheldon wasatight end for Damien High School in Diamond Bar, 
Calif. For more information on Sheldon Jackson, please see page 132 of 
the 1997 Nebraska Football Media Guide. 


Sheldon Jackson's Career Statistics 


Receiving 

Year G/S No. Yds. YR WG Long TDs 
1994--Redshirted 

1995 10/0 6 52. 8.7 5.2. 15 vs. Pacific 2 
1996 12/2 4 48 12.0 4.0 31 vs. Baylor 2 
1997 12/1 J1 189 172 15.8 37 vs. Baylor 2 
Totals 34/3 i 289 13.8 85 37 ys. Baylor 6 


1996 Fiesta Bowl vs. Florida: Receiving, none 
1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Receiving. 1-1] 


Ys ad 


#57 Chad Kelsay 


Left Rush End 
6-3, 250, Jr. 
Letters: Two 
Auburn, Neb. 


1997 Second-Team GTE/CoSIDA 
Academic All-American 

1997 GTE/CoSIDA Academic All- 
District VI 

1997 First-Team Academic All-Big 12 
1997 Third-Team All-Big 12 (Coaches) 


¢¢ ¢ ¢ 


Chad Kelsay finished as Nebraska's |Oth-leading tackler in 1997, 
playing in every game and starting all but the first and the last. He and 
Mike Rucker combined at left rush, opposite All-American and Lombardi 
Award winner Grant Wistrom. Kelsay had 34 stops in 1997 (13 solo), 
three sacks for 29 yards lost, seven tackles for 40 yards lost, one fumble 
recovery and a five-yard return (vs. Iowa State) and two forced fumbles 
(vs. Baylor and Iowa State). He also had 14 quarterback hurries to rank 
fourth on the team. Kelsay had a seven-yard sack against Washington, a 
13-yarder vs. lowa State and a nine-yarder in the Big 12 Championship 
game vs. Texas A&M. He had a season-best four tackles five times, 
including each of the first three games. He is slated to back up Rucker in 
the Orange Bowl. In 1996, Kelsay served as All-American Jared Tomich's 
backup at lefirush end and played in every game except lowa State. which 
he sat out with aknee strain. Kelsay recorded 23 tackles, including 10 solo 
stops. He had three tackles for 15 yards lost, 2.5 sacks for 15 yards lost 
(0.5-3 vs. Baylor, 1-7 vs. ASU, 1-5 vs. MSU) one fumble recovered (vs. 


Oklahoma) and one forced fumble. His season tackle high was four stops. | 
(two solo) in the loss at Arizona State, Kelsay was one of three scholarship | 


freshmen from the 1995 class who saw immediate action. He played in 
all 12 games and recorded 20 tackles (13 solo), including three for 13 yards 
in losses, He broke up three passes. had two sacks and five quarterback 
hurries. He also played in the Fiesta Bowl. In 1995, Kelsay was a two- 
way prep standout at Auburn (Neb.) High School. For more on Chad 
Kelsay. please see page | 10 of the 1997 Nebraska Football Media Guide. 


Chad Kelsay's Career Statistics 


Defense ( ------- Tackles--—-- ) Fum. QB int. 
Year G/S UT AT TT TEL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1995 11/0 13° 7 20 3-13. 2-12 0-0 O 3° 0 5 (0 
1996 11/0 10 13 23 3-15 2.5-15 I-l 0 0 0 6 2 
1997 12/10 13 21 34 «7:40 3291-1 0 OO HM Q 
Totals34/10 36 41 77 13-68 7.5-56 22 0 ae 25 2 


Fumble Return: 1-5 yards in 1997 vs. lowa State 

| 1996 Fiesta Bowl ys. Florida: Tackles, none: QB Hurries 1-0 
1996 Orange Bowl ys. Virginia Tech: Tackles, | UT, 0 AT, 1 TT; 
TFL 1-1; OB Hurries | 


#19 Jesse Kosch ) 


Punter 
6-0, 190, Sr. 
Letters: Two 
Columbus, Neb. 
(Scotus) 


@ NURecord for Highest Career 
Average (41.92) 

® 1997 Third-Team All-Big 12 (Coaches) 

@ 1996 Honorable-Mention All-Big 12 (Coaches) 

® NU Record for Best Punting Average in 1996 at 44.7 ypg 


Senior punter Jesse Kosch (pronounced CUSH) had excellent back- 
to-back junior and senior seasons for the Huskers, and after breaking the 
season punting record in 1996. he bettered the Nebraska career record 
averaging 4].92 yards per punt over his three-year career (4,234 yards 
on 101 punts). The old record was held by Mike Stigge (41.75, 1989-92, 
minimum of 60 punts). In 1997. Kosh averaged 36.9 yards per punt. He 
did not have to punt in the first game vs. Akron, and averaged better than 
40 yards per punt four times with a season-best 51.0 average vs. Texas 
Tech, when he also had his season-long punt of 60 yards. He pinned 
opponents inside their own 20 on 12 of the 30 punts (40 percent). In 
1996, Kosch ranked third in the Big 12, and I Ith nationally with a 
school-record 44.7 punting average. Behind Kosch's strong left leg, 
Nebraska's team net punting average of 41.0 ranked cighth nationally. 
Kosch broke a 15-year old school record, averaging 44.7 yards per punt, 
The previous record was 43.36 yards per punt by Grant Campbell in 
1981. Kosch had a season-best 61-yard punt against Colorado State and 
posted his best single-game average at 49.0 yards per boot against Mis- 
souri, Against ASU, he saw the most action in his career, when he 
punted eight times for 367 yards and a 45.9 average. Kosch averaged 
more than 40 yards per punt in all but two games (except Iowa State 
when he had just one punt for 31 yards, and Texas, averaged 39.0), more 
than 45,0 ypp in seven games and 40.0 or better in all but two. Thirteen 
of his 44 punts went 50 yards or more, 32 went more than 40 yards and 
24 times he pinned opponents inside their 20. In 1995, Kosch took over 
the punting duties for departed junior Darin Erstad, who was the first 
pick in the 1995 June baseball draft (California Angels). Kosch was 
Nebraska's No. | punter in every game, except Iowa State, when the 
Huskers were not forced to punt. Kosch had 27 punts for 1.088 yards 
and averaged 40.3 per punt, He had a 39.9 net punting average, while the 
Huskers ranked 17th in net punting with a 38.1 average, He did not have 
a punt blocked and pinned opponents inside their own 20 on 11 of the 27 
punts (41 percent), His long was 74 yards against Arizona State (the 
AT&T long punt of the week). In 1994. Kosch played in one game, but 
did not have any statistics. He redshirted in 1993. Kosch was a punter 
and defensive back at Columbus Scotus High School. For more informa- 
tion on Kosch, please see page 110 of the 1997 NU Media Guide. 


Jesse Kosch's Career Statistics 


Punting: 

Year G No. Yds. Avg. Net Long Bk Inside Opp. 20 
1993--Redshirted 

1994 | 0 0 0) 0 0 0 0 
1995 10 271.088 40.3 40.8 74 vs. ASU 0 II 
1996 12 441.967 44.7 41.0 6lvs.CSU 1 24 
1997 11 301,179 39.3 36.9 60vs.I1TU 2 12 
Total 34 1014,234 41.9 39.7 74vs.ASU 3 47 


1996 Fiesta Bowl ys. Florida: Punts 1-36 
1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Punts 2-89 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record 


#89 Jeff Lake 


Split End 
6-4, 210, Sr. 
Letters: Three 
Columbus, Neb. 
(Lakeview) 


@ 1997 First-Team Academic All-Big 12 
@ 1997 GTE/CoSIDA Academic All- 
America Nominee 


Jeff Lake took over the starting duties at split end in 1997 for the 
praduated Brendan Holbein. He played in every game and started eight, 
alternating plays with fellow split ends Kenny Cheatham and Matt 
Davison. In his senior year, Lake caught four passes for 40 yards, including 
along of 26 yards against Texas A&M in the Big 12 Championship. With 
a 3.50 grade point average in civil engineering, Lake earned first-team 
Academic All-Big 12 honorsand was anominee foracademic All-America 
honors. In 1996, Lake played in all 12 games asa backup to starter Brendan 
Holbein. Lake had four receptions for 101 yards, including one 51-yard 
reception foratouchdown against the Oklahoma Sooners, That catch was 


the longest for any Husker on the season and a career long for Lake. He | 


also had one catch for 12 yards vs. Kansas State, one for 31 yards vs. 
Kansas and aseven-yard grab against Oklahoma, giving him a career-best 
2-58 vs. the Sooners. In 1995, Lake played in nine games, catching one 
pass for seven yards. Lake played in five games and caught one pass in 
1994, afier redshirting as a walk-on in 1993. Lake was an all-conference 
honoree at Lakeview High School in Columbus, Neb. For more on Jeff 
Lake, please see page 135 of the 1997 Nebraska Football Media Guide. 


Jeff Lake's Career Statistics 


Receiving 

Year G/S No. Yds YR YG Long TDs 
1993--Redshirted 

1994 5/0 ] 24 24.0 48 24 vs. Pac. l 
1995 9/0 | e) TY 0.8 7vs.OSU 0 
1996 12/0 4 1OL 25.3 84 Sl vs. OU ] 
1997 = 12/8 4 40 10.0 3.3 26 vs. A&M 0 
Totals 38/8 10 172 17.2 45 45l1vs.0U 2 


1996 Fiesta Bowl vs. Florida: Receiving none 
1996 Orange Bowl ys. Virginia Tech: Receiving 2-27 


#45 Joel Makovicka 


Fullback 
5-11, 235, Jr. 
Letters: Two 

Brainard, Neb. 
(East Butler) 


1997 GTE/CoSIDA First-Team 
Academic All-American 

1997 CoSIDA/GTE Academic All-District VII 
1997 First-Team Academic All-Big 12 

1997 Sports Illustrated All-Walk-on Team 
1997 Honorable-Mention All-Big 12 (Coaches) 


eee ¢ 


A former walk-on, Joel Makovicka was one of three Huskers named 
to the 1997 Sports Illustrated All-Walk-on Team. Makovicka took over 
the starting fullback duties from graduated senior Brian Schuster and had 
an outstanding junior season, posting the fourth-best rushing effort in the 
country bya fullback and leading the nation witha 6.5 ypeaverage. "Mak" 
rushed 105 times for 685 yards and a fullback-record nine TDs. He set 
another Nebraska fullback record with three rushing touchdowns in the 
Oklahoma game. Makovicka rushed for 50 yards or more in each of the 
first three games with a career-best 12-129 vs. No. 2 Washington. In that 
game, Mak didn‘t score, but averaged 1().8 yards per carry, and had five 
carries for 82 yards in the fourth quarter alone. He also had a career-best 
run of 43 yards, which got the Huskers out from their own 3-yard line to 
the 46 and set up Kris Brown's 31-yard field goal with 2:25 remaining in 
the game, sealing the victory. Makovicka's 129 yards were the most by 
a Husker fullback since Bryan Carpenter (now a computer video techni- 
cian with the Huskers) rushed for 102 against Utah in 1989. Makovicka 
had 50 or more yards in seven games and topped the 100 mark again with 
10-101 vs. Oklahoma. He had two rushing TDs vs, Akron and Kansas, 
and solo scores against Baylor and lowa State. Makovicka had the fourth- 
best rushing season by a Husker fullback and ranks eighth on the NU all- 
time fullback list with 989 yards on 150 attempts, 11 TDs (one off the 
school record) and a 6.59 average per carry which leads all Huskers. 
Makovicka was not tagged fora loss when rushing. He also caught five 
passes in 1997 for 60 yards, including a three-yard touchdown reception 
ys. Texas Tech. It was his first reception this year and the first time a 
Nebraska fullback had caughta touchdown pass since Lance Lewis did so 
inthe 19-10 loss to lowa State in 1992, Afierthe game, Red Raider Coach 
Spike Dykes said. “Joe! Makovicka is just old blue collar All-American. 
He is just a real good old fullback.” In 1996. Makovicka played in 10 
games and earned one start against Kansas. Makovicka rushed 23 times 
for 119 yards, for a 5.2 average per carry and 11.9 yards per game. 
Makovicka's best day rushing was against Kansas, when he had five carries 
for 49 yards, including aseason-long run of 23 yards. He also caught three 
passes for 28 yards, including a long of 17 yards vs. Missouri, when he 
had two receptions for 25 yards. Makovicka also had three tackles on 
special teams, and was on the receiving end of a successful two-point 
conversion pass from holder Jon Vedral vs. lowa State. As a freshman, 
Joel played behind his brother, Jeff, and Schuster at fullback, He played 


| in every game and had 22 carries for 185 yards, averaging 8.4 yards per 


carry. He scored two TDs and had a season-long run of 39 yards ys. 
Oklahoma Siate. He played eight-man football at East Butler High School. 
For more on Makoyicka, see page 116 of the 1997 NU Media Guide. 


Joel Makovicka's Career Statistics 


Year G/S Att. Gain Loss Net WA WG Long TDs 
1994--Redshirted 

1995 11/0 22 187 2 185 84 16.8 39 vs.OSU 2 
1996 10/1 23 «123 4 119 52 JL9 23 vs. KU 0 
1997 12/10 105 685 O 685 63 60.7 43.vs.Wash 9 
Totals33/11 150 995 6 989 6.59 30.943 vs.Wash 11 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl...NU's NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Game 


Joel Makovicka 1997 Game-by-Game #4 Octavious 
Rushing Receiving H 
Att Gain Loss Net TDs Long No. Yds. Tds McFarlin 
Akron* 7 9) OL 59 ZeP2O Tee OS +0 Will Li 
| Cent. Fla.* 11 68 0 68 O23 S10) nebacker 
atWash.* 12 129 0 129 0 4 0 0 0 5-11, 200, Sr. 
K-State 7 Tei ei0l 18: OE ser Ww 38 Letters: Three 
at Baylor 8 ip AOL BES y LP NSsr6, 60S eG 
Texas Tech* 9 SO Oh wt EE ge Bastrop, Texas 
at Kansas* 10 Bae 82. Be Wictity NE Tee” hl} 
Oklahoma* 10 101 0 101 SF SO SO, 
at Mizzou* 7 2h) PL ZF OT SBA Te, Octavious McFarlin moved to Will linebacker before spring ball and 
| Towa State* = 5 ZTE M2 PO Oo started every game there except for the Kansas State game when he had | 
atColorado* 12 46 0 46 #O 7 1 21 0 a sprained ankle. McFarlin finished sixth on the team in tackles with 50 | 
Texas A&M 7 Wo Ww 9 3 Z Bt D | | (14 solo). He had four tackles for 14 yards lost, one five-yard sack vs. 
Totals 105 685 0 685 9 43 5 60 1 | | Texas Tech, two pass breakups and a 43-yard fumble recovery return 
6.5 y/att. 57.1 y/gm. against Oklahoma. McFarlin also had a career-high nine tackles against 
, the Sooners and two quarterback hurries. He led the team in tackles against 
Makovicka's Husker Fullback Records Washington (seven) and Missouri (eight). McFarlin had 11 QB hurries 
@ Touchdowns in a Game--3, by Makovicka vs. Oklahoma, 1997 on the season, two of which forced Husker interceptions (vs. Colorado 
@ Touchdowns in a Season—9 (ties Mark Schellen, 1983) and Texas A&M). Against Virginia Tech in the Orange Bowl, McFarlin 
was the second-leading tackler with nine tackles, two were for losses, one 
Nebraska Top Rushing Seasons by a Fullback was a sack, and he also head aseven-yard punt return. In 1996, McFarlin 
N :; Att, rds YC TDs served as Mike Minter's backup at rover for the first 10 games, then 
agar ‘ards | alternated with Eric Stokes at rover the last two games in 1996 when 
1. Tom Rathman 1985 118 881 Te 8 é mae fini ; 
4 | Minter moved to Will linebacker. He backed up Ryan Terwilliger at Will 
2. Dick Davis 1967 162 thie yg BA) il : a 2 
in the bow] game and stayed at that position. In 12 games, McFarlin 
3. Jerry Brown 1956 129 690 et ; : f F : - 
¥ recorded 24 tackles, including five solo stops. His best outing was five 
4. Joel Makovicka 1997 105 685 se Cl 9 3 3 5 
, tackles against both Missouri and Iowa State. As a sophomore, McFarlin 
5, Andra Franklin 1980 120 678 me ; Sith! : 
5 was Minter's backup and had 21 tackles (13 solo) and recovered one 
6. Tony Davis 1974 123 652 2:5. ; : : ia Awe Sos 
} - 3 | fumble. Asatrue freshman in 1994, McFarlin played in eight games behind | 
7. Dick Davis 1968 158 606 doe 22 45 : ; z ; ceil 
> Kareem Moss, recording 15 tackles (six solo) and one breakup, McFarlin | 
8. Andra Franklin 1979 110 383 a, . " ; Sask 
was a safety, punter and puntreturner at Bastrop High School (Texas) and | 
- ‘ was named to the Fabulous 55 (state of Texas) list. For more on McFarlin, 
Nebraska Top Rushing Careers by a Fullback | see page 117 of the 1997 Nebraska Football Media Guide. 
Overall 
Name Years Att, Yards Y/C TDs Rank | ; aaa! seti 
Wanda renbir G77! 32d PLE.) SSE IO | Octavious McFarlin S Career Statistics | 
2. Dick Davis 1966-68 349 1,477 423 4 26 kth A A i AED yea om “p nae 
3. Tom Rathman 1981-85 220 1425 648 12 27 i lee er 7 mes eT err 
4, Bill Thornton 1960-62 295 1,328 4.50 12 30 Sa et oe. 
; 1995 11/0 13 8 21 0-0 0-0 0-1 0 00 00 
5. Jerry Brown 1955-57 226 1,088 481 6 39 
mas ag 1996 12/0 5 19 24 0-0 0-000 0 00 0 0 
6. Frank Solich 1963-65 196 1.010 5.15 6 43 
: 1997 12/1 14 36 50 4:14 15010 20 HUH 2 
7. Lance Lewis 1988-92 163 1,008 6.18 6 Jd4 Totals43/1i 3872110 4-14 15020 30 nH 2 
8. Joel Makovicka 1995-97 150 989 6.59 Il 46 ora ape 
9. Bill Olds 1970-72 148 921 G22 o 2) Ao . 
Dee een ens em eer igm | Tumble Returns: 1-43 yards in 1097 sin 1995.9 lone: 11-73 
11. Jeff Makovicka 1992-95 143 902 631 6 52 a ee oe One EEN RUE Ae Me BN 
0 in 1996, 26 long; none in 1997) 
Fi 4 1996 Fiesta Bowl vs. Florida: Tackles, none: Punt Returns, 2-14 
1997 Fullback National Rushing Leaders 1996 Orange Bowl ys. Virginia Tech: Tackles, 3 UT, 6 AT, 9 TT: 
Name, School Att Yards WC WG TD) | pL, 2-15.5; Sacks, 1.5-15.5; Punt Returns, 1-7 
1. Benji Wood, Rice 172 936 5:48 ‘93i0, 116 
2. Tim Cannada, Navy 160 792 SO, eee WS 
3, Charles Gilliam, AirForce 188 741 3.9 618 6 
4. Joel Makovicka, Nebraska 105 685 (rot esh/l) SU 
5. Ty Amey, Army 111 533 48 485 6 
Makovicka's Career Statistics Continued... 
Tackles: 4 UT, 3 AT. 7 TT; 1 UT, 2 AT, 3 TT in 1995: 2 UT, 1 
AT, 3 TT in 1996; 1UT, OAT. ITT in 1997 
Receiving: 8-88-1; 3-28-0 in 1996; 5-60-1 in 1997 (TD vs. TTU), 
long of 21 vs. A&M, 
1996 Fiesta Bowl vs. Florida: Rushing, 2-4; Tackles, 0 UT, 3 AT. 
3 TT; 1996 Orange Bowl ys. Virginia Tech: Rushing. 4-12: 
“Tackles, 1 UT. 0 AT, 1 TT | 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record 


#37 Tony Ortiz 
Sam Linebacker 
6-0, 215, So. 
Letters: One 
Waterbury, Conn. 
(Crosby) 


Tony Ortiz began the year as Brian Shaw's backup at Sam linebacker, 
then took over the starting duties in the last three games. He is expected 
to be the starter vs. Tennessee in the Orange Bowl. In 12 games, Ortiz 
totaled 32 tackles (11 solo), including six tackles for 26 yards lost and 3.5 
sacks for 24 yards lost. He also had one breakup, two fumble recoveries 
| and five quarterback hurries. Ortiz had a career-best five tackles twice this 
season, vs. Baylor and Oklahoma. His sacks were against Kansas State, 
Baylor, Oklahoma and Texas A&M. He had two tackles for eight yards 
lost vs. Baylor. In 1996, Ortiz played asa backup Sam linebacker to Jamel 
Williams and Brian Shaw. Ortiz had 10 tackles on the year (three solo), 
including asix-yard sack against Baylor, He had aseason-best three tackles 
at Oklahoma, Ortiz redshirted in 1995 after a stellar prep career at Crosby 
High School in Waterbury, Conn. He was listed as the No. | linebacker 
coming out of high school by SuperPrep in 1995. Ortiz played on both 
sides of the ball at Crosby High. For more on Tony Ortiz, please see page 
138 of the 1997 Nebraska Football Media Guide. 


Tony Ortiz's Career Statistics 


Defense (\ ----5-- Tackles------ ) Fum. QB Int. 
Year G/S UT AT TT TEL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Cs 
1995—Redshirted 

1996 9/0 3 7 10 1-6 1-6 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 
1997 12/3 11 21 32 6-2635-24 02 0 190 53 9 
Totals 21/3 14 28 42 7-32 4.5-30 02 0O 1 0 § 9 


Fumble Returns: 2-8 yards in 1997 
1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Tackles | UT. 0 AT, | TT 


62 The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl...NU's NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Game 


| only to Wistrom in tackles for loss with 15-67 yards lost. 


#84 Mike Rucker 


Right Rush End 
6-6, 250, Jr. 
Letters: Two 
St. Joseph, Mo. 
(Benton) 


# 1997 Honorable-Mention All-Big 12 (Coaches) 


Mike Rucker played a key role in 1997 and 15 times set opponents | 
back on their heels. He alternated with Chad Kelsay at left rush end, 
opposite All-American and Lombardi Award winner Grant Wistrom. He 
took over the starting duties from Kelsay in the first and the last game of 
the season and is expected to start against Tennessee. Rucker finished 
eighth in tackles with 38 (17 solo), He was second in sacks with 7,5-56 
and was tied for second in tackles for loss with 15-70. He also had four 
breakups at the line, one forced fumble (vs. Oklahoma) and was third in 
quarterback hurries with 15, Rucker had a five-yard sack against No. 2 
Washington in game three, then had five consecutive games with at least 
one sack to end the season. In the overtime game at Missouri. playing in 
front ofhis friends and family, Rucker had three tackles for losses and 1.5 
sacks including abig sack with Wistrom to end the game. Against Missouri, 
Rucker had a career-best six tackles. In the Orange Bowl, Rucker had two 
tackles. including a sack and caused a fumble. In 1996, Rucker served as 
the backup to All-American Grant Wistrom at right rush end, but was 
considered a first-teamer, alternating into the game often. Rucker had a 
knack for making big plays once he entered. In 12 outings, he was second 
Rucker 
combined with Wistrom for 35 tackles for loss at right rush end. He was 
also second only to Wistrom in sacks with seven for 48 yards lost. He 
had one breakup, one fumble caused and recovered for a two-yard gain, | 
and eight quarterback hurries, causing one interception. He tied hisseason | 
best of five tackles three times in 1996 (vs. Baylor, Texas Tech and 
Oklahoma). His best game was al Texas Tech with four sacks for 24 yards 
lost (the best by any Husker in 1996) and had one hurry to go with his 
five tackles. He caused and recovered a Missouri fumble and returned it 
two yards to the Missouri eight-yard line. Nebraska converted the 
turnover three plays later to go up 51-0 in the third quarter. Asa redshirt 
freshman in 1995, Rucker played in nine games behind Wistrom and Chad 
Kelsay. He had 13 tackles and one 16-yard sack against Kansas State. 
Rucker hada season-best five tackles against Oklahoma State in game one. 
In the 1996 Fiesta Bowl, Rucker applied a seven-yard sack to Danny 
Wuerffel in the second quarter. For more on Mike Rucker, please see page 
118 of the 1997 Nebraska Football Media Guide. 


Mike Rucker's Career Statistics 


| Defense ( ------- Tackles------ ) Fum. QB Int. 
Year G/S UT AT IT TEL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1994--Redshirted 
1995 9/0 3 10 13 1-16 1-16 0-0 0 0 0 2 0 
1996 12/0 15 17 32 15-68 7-48 1-2 0 1 0 8) | 
1997 12/2 17 21 38 15-70 7.5-56 10 0 4 0 15 O 
Totals 33/2 35 48 83 31-15415.5-1202-2 0 5) if! 28" 1 


Fumble Returns: |-2 yards in 1996 

1996 Fiesta Bowl vs. Florida: Tackles, 1 UT, 0 AT, | TT; Sacks 1-7 
1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Tackles 2 UT, 0 AT, 2 TT; 
TFL 1-2, Sacks 1-2: Fumble Caused | 


_ #46 Brian Shaw 


Sam Linebacker 
6-1, 215, So. 
Letters: One 

Deweese, Neb. 
(Sandy Creek) 


® 1997 Sports flustrated All-Walk-on Team 

@ 1997 GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-America Nominee 
@ 1997 First-Team Academic All-Big 12 

@ Cumulative 4.0 Grade Point Average 


The starting Sam linebacker in eight of the first nine games, Shaw gave 
way to Tony Ortiz in the last three games. He still sees plenty of action 
and racked up 28 tackles this season (12 solo), including five for 32 yards 
lost, one sack for 10 yards against Baylor, and three pass breakups. He 
also had four quarterback hurries and caused an interception against 
Akron, Shaw had two tackles for 16 yards lost against nationally ranked 


Kansas State and a career-best five tackles. Still sporting a perfect 4.0 
cumulative grade pointaverage, Shaw earned first-team Academic All-Big 
12, and wasa nominee foracademic All-America honors. A walk-on. Shaw 


| was one of three Huskers named to the 1997 Sports [lustrated All-Walk- 


| Defense ( 


on Team. In 1996, Shaw played in every game as the backup Sam 
linebacker to Jamel Williams, the Huskers’ leading tackler in 1996. Shaw 
had 22 tackles on the season, including 10 solo stops. A walk-on athlete, 
Shaw had a season-best four tackles, including three solo stops against 
Baylor. He had 1.5 sacks for 11 yards lost and three tackles for 13 yards 
lost. a fumble recovery onan Eric Wartield blocked punt vs. Michigan State 
for a seven-yard gain and four quarterback hurries in 1996. He had one 
tackle for loss against Missouri, when he had three tackles and shared an 
eight-yard sack with Mike Rucker. Ie also had aseven-yard sack against 
Baylor. A walk-on, Shaw redshirted in 1995. For more on Brian Shaw, 


| please see page 141 of the 1997 Nebraska Football Media Guide. 


Brian Shaw's Career Statistics 


eatin Tackles------ ) QB Int. 


Fum, 


1995--Redshirted 

1996 12/0 10 12 22 3-13 1.5-11 0-1 O 0 0 4 0 
1997 12/8 12 16 28 5-32 1-4000 0 3 0 441 
Totals 24/8 22 28 50 8-472,5-21 0-1 0 3 0 8 1 


Fumble Returns: |-7 yards in 1996 
1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Tackles, none 


#3 Eric Warfield 


Free Safety 
6-0, 195, Sr. 
Letters: Two 
Texarkana, Ark. 
(Arkansas) 


@ 1997 Third-Team All-Big 12 (Coaches) 


Starting every game except Oklahoma, Eric Warfield finished fourth 
in tackles with 52. From his free safety position, Warfield had 23 solo 
| tackles, two interceptions for 26 yards, four breakups and two tackles for 
loss. He also had one quarterback hurry. He had an interception that he 
returned for 26 yards against Kansas State, two tackles for loss (vs. Kansas 
State and lowa State), and an interception (no return yards) vs. Colorado, 
Warfield had a season-best six tackles vs. Kansas State and Missouri and 
five or more tackles in each of the last four games to end the season, posting 
21 of his 52 tackles in the last four games. In 1996, Warfield backed up 
Eric Stokesat free safety. He saw increased playing time when rover Mike 
Minter moved to Will linebacker, as Stokes moved to rover and Warfield 
carried the load at free safety. Warficld played in all 12 games but didn't 
have a start, He had 39 tackles, including 18 solo stops, two tackles for 
nine yards lost, three interceptions, three breakups, three blocked punts 
and one forced fumble, A hard hitter, Warfield had a career-best seven 
tackles against Colorado and six in the Big | 2 playoff game against Texas, 
seeing increased playing time. Warfield had three interceptions including 
one against Kansas State. one vs. Oklahoma (with a one-yard return) and 
one in the Big 12 Championship game against Texas. He had breakups 
against Colorado, Colorado State and Arizona State. Inthe season opener, 
Warfield blocked a punt against Michigan State, which Brian Shaw 
recovered at the MSU 16-yard line. NU scored three plays later to go up 
34-0), Warfield had three tackles, the interception and a blocked punt 
against Kansas State. Against Missouri he had an eight-yard tackle for loss 
anda blocked punt, which Terrell Farley picked up and ran in for the score, 
It was seven of 58 points scored by the defense in 1996. Warfield played 
in all 12 games in 1995, recording !6 tackles and two pass breakups. In 
the Fiesta Bowl, he had two tackles including a 10-yard sack of Danny 
Wuerffel. For more on Eric Warfield. please see page 119 of the 1997 
Nebraska Football Media Guide. 


Eric Warfield's Career Statistics 


Defense § ( ------- Tackles------ ) Fum. QB Int. 
Year G/S Uf AT TT TEL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1995 11/0 7 9 16 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 2 'D LB 
1996 12/0 18 21 39 2-9 0-0 1-0 3* a 0 0 
1997 12/11 23 29 52 2-1 0000 0 42 1 0 
Totals35/11 48 59 107 4-10 0-0 1-0 3* 9 5+ 2 0 


Blocked Kicks: 3 blocked punts in 1996 (vs. MSU, KSU and MU) 
Interceptions: 3-1 yard (1-0 vs. KSU, 1-1 vs. OU, 1-0 vs. Texas) 
Punt Returns: 1-2 vs. Missouri. 1996 

1996 Fiesta Bowl vs. Florida: Tackles, 2 UT, 0 AT, 2 TT; TFL I- 
10; Sacks 1-10 

1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Tackles, () UT, 1 AT, 1 TT 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record 


va 


#5 Shevin Wiggins 


Wingback 
5-11, 190, Jr. 
Letters: One 
Palmetto, Fla. 
(Manatee) 


Shevin Wiggins played in all 12 games in 1997 and started two at 
wingback. Wiggins, Lance Brown and Bobby Newcombe alternated in the 
game. Wiggins had six receplions for 76 yards, including a career long of 
21 yards vs. Washington. His best day was a2-25 performance ys. Akron. 
Wigginsalso had 19 puntreturns for220 yards(1! 1.6 average) with aseason 
long of 39 yards vs. ISU. He also had nine kickoff returns for 243 yards 
(27.0 average). Wiggins and Joe Walker are on the No. | kickofTreturn 
team, while Wiggins, Brown and Newcombe are members of the No. | punt 
relurnteam. Against lowa State. Wiggins had a career-best 4l-yard kickoff 
return to the NU 47, which set up Newcombe’s 16-yard TD, five plays 
later, In the game. Wiggins had two kickoffreturns for 60 yards and two 
punt returns for 47 yards. His season-best 39-yard punt return to the ISU 
4-yard line, set up Frankie London’s four-yard run one play later, which 
gave NU a 70-7 lead with 3:08 remaining in the third quarter, Wiggins 
ranked 28th nationally in punt returns (11-6) and would have ranked ninth 
in kickoff returns (27.0 ypr). but he was short of the prerequisite 1.2 
returns per game. Wiggins also had one rush for six yards. He had three 
catches for 36 yards vs. Virginia Tech in the Orange Bowl, In 1996, Wiggins 
played in every game except Missouri, when he sat out with a thigh bruise. 
He caught three passes for 45 yards, including two for 30 yards (a career 
best), against Kansas. Wiggins was also a punt returner for Nebraska, 
moving up to the No, | return team when Damon Benning was out with 
anankle sprain. He returned 13 punts for 175 yards (a 13.5 average). His 
average per return led the team and would have ranked | Ith nationally if 
he had the prerequisite 1.2 punt returns per game (he averaged 1.083 
returns per game), Wiggins had a career-high five returns ys. Oklahoma 
for 42 yards, but gained the most yards (43) against Colorado State, when 
he had a 43-yard return for a touchdown with 1:08 remaining to end the 
scoring and give the Huskers a 65-9 win, Wiggins also had four kickoff 
returns for 70 yards (17.5 average), with a career-best three for 61 yards 
against Colorado, when Ahman Green and Damon Benning were oul with 
injuries. His long return in that game was 24 yards. For more on Shevin 
Wiggins, please see page 146 of the 1997 Nebraska Football Guide. 


Shevin Wiggins' Career Statistics 


Receiving 

Year G/S No. Yds. YR YG Long TDs 
1995--Redshirted 

1996 11/0 3 45 15.0 4.1 18 vs. KU 0 
1997 12/2 6 76 12.7 6.3 21 vs. Wash. Q) 
Totals 23/2 9 121 134 48 21 vs. Wash 0 


Punt Returns: 13-175. 43 long TD vs. Colorado State in 1996; 19- 
220, 39 long vs. ISU in 1997 

Kickoff Returns: 4-70, 24 long vs. Colorado in 1996; 9-243, long 41 
vs. ISU in 1997 

1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Receiving 3-36 


#99 Jason Wiltz 


Defensive Tackle 
6-3, 310, Jr. 
Letters: One 
New Orleans, La. 
(St. Augustine) 


@ 1997 Honorable-Mention All-Big 
12 (Coaches) 


Jason Wiltz took over the starting defensive tackle position next to 
Jason Peter, which was vacated by graduate Jeff Ogard. Wiltz played in 
11 games and started [0 (all except the season opener vs. Akron and the 
Kansas game). Wiltz finished ninth on the team with 34 tackles (14 solo), 
including five tackles for six yards lost and two sacks for 11 yards lost. 
He had anine-yard sack against Baylor and atwo-yard sack ys. Texas Tech. 
He had career-best tackle days against Texas Tech, Missouri and Colorado 
when he had six tackles. He hada career-best five solo stops vs. Missouri. 
He also had one breakup, one fumble recovery and seven quarterback 
hurries. As a sophomore tackle, Wiltz played in all 12 games in 1996. 
recording 20 tackles, Five of those were solo stops, including a six-yard 
sack against Kansas State. He had a season-best three tackles three times, 
vs. Colorado State, Missouri and lowa State. Wiltz also had two 
quarterback hurries and another two lackles for loss, giving him 3-8 on the 
year, In 1995, Wiltz played in three games as a backup defensive tackle 
behind Christian Peter, butdid not have any tackles. A scholarship athlete 
and SuperPrep All-Americadefensive tackle at St. Augustine High School 
in New Orleans, Wiltzredshirted in 1994. For more on Jason Wiltz, please 
see page 147 ol the 1997 Nebraska Football Media Guide. 


Jason Wiltz's Career Statistics 


Defense  ( ------- Tackles------ ) Fum. QB Int. 
Year G/S UT AT TE TFL Sacks C-RBK PBU Pi liry.Csd. 
1994--Redshirted 

1995 30 0 0 O 0-0 0000 0 0 0 0 0 
1996 12/0 5 15 20 3-8 1-6 2-0 0 0 2 0 
1997 L/10 14 20 34 56H 2H OL O 10 7 DO 
Totals26/10 19 35 54 8-14 3-17 2-1 0 Oo 0 


1996 Orange Bowl ys, Virginia Tech: Tackles () UT. | AT. | TT 
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#38 Dan 


Alexander 


I-Back 
6-0, 250, Fr. 
Wentzville, Mo. 


1997 First-Team Academic All-Big 12 


Dan Alexander is now fully recovered from ACL surgery on his left 
knee in the spring. The injury kept him out of the first game and limited 
his action for the first few weeks of the 1997 season. Alexander was NU's 
fourth I-back this year, but at 6-0, 250, could also be a fullback ifneeded. 
He played in six games and rushed 16 times for 68 net yards. His long was 
18 yards against Texas Tech and his best day was three carries for 24 yards 
against lowa State, He had a season-high five carries vs. Kansas State. 
Alexander is a scholarship athlete who redshirted in 1996. He had an 
outstanding spring in 1997, but then tore his ACL in the spring game. 
Alexander was an All-American fullback and played linebacker at 
Wentzville High School. For more information on Dan Alexander, please 
see page 121 of the 1997 Nebraska Media Guide. 


#95 Derek Allen 


Defensive Tackle 
6-3, 280, So. 
Letters: One 

Russellville, Ark. 


Derek Allen served as the No, 2 defen- 
sive tackle behind Jason Peter. Allenplayed | 
in seven games and recorded two tackles 
(one solo). He also had one forced fumble. 
After redshirting in 1995, Allen played in five games in 1996 and totaled 
five tackles, two sacks, one breakup and two quarterback hurries. For more 
information on Derek Allen, please see page 121 of the 1997 Nebraska 
Media Guide. 


Derek Allen's Career Statistics 


Defense ( -------Tackles------ ) Fum QB Int. 
Year G/S UT AT Tf TEL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1995--Redshirted 

1996 5/ 3 2 5 2-9 2-9 0-0 0 1 0 2 
1997 7M). ft 1 2 0-0 OOF 10 0 O00 O20 
Total 12/0 4 3 7 2-9 2-9 1-0 0 1 0 2 0 


#52 Matt Baldwin 


Center 
6-1, 280, So. 
Arvada, Colo. 
(Bear Creek) 


Baldwin played in seven games as the 
No. 3 center behind All-American Aaron 
Taylor and Matt Hoskinson and assisted 


the Huskers to national titles in rushing (392.6), total offense (513.7) and 


scoring (47.1). Baldwin had one pancake in two games this season. After 
redshirting in 1995. Baldwin played in three games as a reserve center in 
1996. For more information on Matt Baldwin, please see pages 121-122 
in the 1997 Nebraska Football Media Guide. 


#24 Jason Benes 


Cornerback 
5-11, 190, Sr. 
Letters: One 

Valparaiso, Neb. 
(Raymond-Central) 


@ 1997 Honorable-Mention Academic 
All-Big 12 


Benes played in nine games in 1997 as a reserve right/left corner and 
as amember of the punt return team. Benes recorded one tackle and had 
a breakup against lowa State. Benes was a contributor in 1996, playing 
in nine games, mostly on special teams and as a backup free safety to Eric 
Stokes, Eric Warfield and Eric Walther, He had two tackles on the year, 
one solo stop vs. Colorado State and one assist against KU. He played 
in four games as asophomore in 1995 and had one pass breakup. The walk- 
on did not see action as a freshman after redshirting in 1993. For more 
information on Jason Benes, please see page 122 of the 1997 Nebraska 
Media Guide. 


Jason Benes' Career Statistics 


Defense ( -------Tackles------ ) Fum. QB Int. 
Year G/S UL AT Tk ‘TFL, Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1993--Redshirted 

1994 DNP 

1995 40 0 0 0 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 1 0 0 0 
1996 90 1 1 2 0-0 80-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 
1997, “9/0. ‘O ff 0-0 0-00-:0 0 10 0 0 
Total 2270 1 2 3 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 +e |) 0 0 


#36 Correll 


Buckhalter 


I-Back 
6-2, 210, Fr. 
Collins, Miss. 


When Husker coaches got the word that 
the No. 2 I-back DeAngelo Evans was out 
for at least the first few games of the season, 
and the No. 3 I-back Jay Sims suffered a knee strain in fall camp, they 
immediately turned to true freshman Correll Buckhalter. Buckhalter 
rushed for two TDs in each of the Huskers' first two games, assuring the 
Husker ceaches that he could serveas Ahman Green's backup. Buckhalter 
posted the ninth-best rushing year by a Nebraska freshman, totaling 311 
yards on 54 carries for 5.8 yards per carry. He averaged 28.3 yards per 
game and had six TDs on the season with two in three different games-- 
Akron, Central Florida and Oklahoma. He had 11 carries in each of the 
first two games and totaled more than 50 yards four times with a season 
best of 82 ys. Central Florida, His season-long run was 25 yards on anon- 
scoring play vs. No. 2 Washington. His longest TD run was 15 yards vs. 
Oklahoma. Buckhalter also caught three passes for six yards, including 
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along of seven vs. Washington. Buckhalter is also an upback on the NU | Jackson as NU's fourth-leading receiver with 11, but his 232 yards led the 

punt team. Nebraska's second scholarship recruit out of Mississippi. | team. He caught one touchdown (a 12-yard TD vs. Missouri) and had 
Buckhalter rushed for 1,722 yards and 12 TDs for Collins High Schoolin | four catches of 25 yards or more, including a46-yard grab in game one ys. 
1996. For more information on Correll Buckhalter, please see page 149 | Akron from Frankie London, a 39-yard reception vs. Kansas State from 
of the 1997 Nebraska Media Guide. | Scott Frost, and a season-long 51-yard reception from Frost vs, Texas 
| A&M in the Big 12 Championship game. Davison was a Nebraska all- 
Buckhalter's 1997 Game-By-Game Stats _ ‘ttc all-class receiver for Tecumseh High School in 1996, catching 63 


| passes for 1,314 yards and 20 TDs asasenior. For more on Davison, see 


Rushing Receiving 5 : A 
age 150 of the 1997 Nebrask: . 

Att, Gain Loss Net TDs Lon No. Yds. Tds page 150 of the 1997 Nebraska Media Guide 

Akron Il 62 1 61 2 17 0 0 0) 

Cent. Fla, im 82 0 82 mS eae DY TG 0) 

at Wash. Ss Rig « Die Lt 2 0 #85 T.J. DeBates 

K-State l 2 0 2 0 2 } <=2e 0 

at Baylor , 2 02 HF OF 8 0 0 0 Tight End 

Texas Tech 4 ee 7 0 S$. 0 oO” 0 | 6-3, 235, So. 

at Kansas 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 . ‘ 

Oklahoma (99 “ii SH_( iS Stewartville, Minn. 

at Mizzou | 0 | -| 0 0 0 0 O 

Tawa aie 23. FED AE Ob ne @ 1997 First-Team Academic All-Big 12 

at Colorado 0 Gig 0 0) GC @' 8 

Texas A&M 0) 0 0 oe 0 0 Oo © | 

Totals 54 313 231 6 oS oe | DeBates played in every game except 

Tackles: 0 UT. 2 AT.3 TT Washington as the No, 4 tight end behind 


Tim Carpenter, Vershan Jackson and Sheldon Jackson and traveled to 
every road game. He caught his first and only pass of the season in 
Nebraska's last game against Texas A&M, a seven-yard grab which put 
NU on the I-yard line. The Huskers scored on the next play to go ahead 
30-3. DeBates is also a member of the Husker kickoff return team. A 
scholarship athlete, DeBates redshirted in 1995, then played in six games 
last year, but did not have any receptions. For more information on 
DeBates, please see page 126 of the 1997 Nebraska football media guide. 


#39 Ben 


Buettenback 
Mike Linebacker 


5-11, 215, So. 
Letters: One 
Hastings, Neb. #58 Brandon 
@ 1997 Honorable-Mention Academic Drum 
All-Big 12 
@ 1996 Honorable-Mention Academic All-Big 12 DT/Deep Snapper 


Ben Buettenback and Carlos Polk combined as backups to starting 6-3, 275, So. 

Mike linebacker Jay Foreman in 1997. Buettenback traveled to every Columbus, Neb. (Scotus) 
game, played in 10 and totaled five tackles (two solo) on the season. He 
was also a member of NU's No. 2 kickoffand punt return teams. He had 
a season-best two tackles vs. Akron (both solo) and Iowa State. For the 
second consecutive year. Buettenback earned honorable-mention Aca- 
demic All-Big 12 honors. A walk-on, Buettenback redshirted in 1994, did 
notsee action in 1995 and played in six games in 1996, posting two tackles 
and abreakup. For more information on Ben Buettenback, please see page 
124 of the 1997 Nebraska Football Media Guide. 


Brandon Drum is Nebraska's No. 3 de- 
fensivetackle behind Jason Wiltzand Steve 
Warren and the No. 2. deep snapper behind 
Kyle Henson, Drum was the snapper on punts for the first eight games 
ofthe season, but was slowed by asprained ankle suffered in the Oklahoma 
game and did not snap in the last four games. Drum had two tackles (one 
each vs. Akron and Kansas) and one fumble recovery. A walk-on, Drum 
redshirted in 1995, then played in four games in 1996 recording one tackle 
and one caused fumble. For more information on Drum, please see page 
127 of the 1997 Nebraska football media guide. 


#3 Matt Davison 
Split End 


6-1, 170, Fr. #20 Clint Finley 
Tecumseh, Neb. Free Safety 
One of six true freshmen playing in 5-11, 200, Fr. 
1997, Davison madea definite impact, espe- Cuero, Texas 


cially inthe Missouri game, when he caught 
a deflected pass for a touchdown at the end Recovering froma dislocated left elbow 
of regulation to send the game into overtime. that occurred in the Huskers' second scrim- 
Davison is one of three split ends who rotated in the game and saw action mage of the fall, Finley did not play in 
in every contest. In receptions, Davison finished tied with Sheldon | Nebraska's first three games. He played in 
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the last nine with an elbow brace. He worked his way back up to No. 2 
free safety, serving as a backup to Eric Warfield and started one game-- 
against Oklahoma, Finley is expected to be the starter next year after 


Warfield graduates. Finley had 14 tackles in 1997, including four solo 


stops and one pass breakup. He had a season-best three against Kansas 
State (when he also delivered a crushing block on Joe Walker's 71-yard 
interception return for a touchdown), and against Texas A&M. Finley 
| is a member of the Huskers' punt team and kickoff coverage team. A 
scholarship athlete, Finley redshirted his first year and made a position 
change from quarterback to safety. For more information on Finley. see 
page 128 of the 1997 NU Media Guide. 


#2 Brandon 


Left Cornerback 
6-0, 175, Jr. 
Gainesville, Texas 
(Blinn College) 


Brandon Harrison played in 10 gamesin 

| 1997 asthe backup left corner first to Jerome Peterson then Erwin Swiney. 
Harrison had 14 tackles on the season (nine solo). one tackle for two yards 
lost and four pass breakups, including two in the Big 12 Championship 
game against Texas A&M. His five tackles (three solo) againstthe Aggies 
were also a season best. Harrison did not play in the Missouri game with 
an injured shoulder, and hurt the same shoulder in practice on Dec. 12, but 
should be healthy by bowl time. He wasa high school teammate of Julius 
Jackson at Gainesville High. For more information on Brandon Harrison, 
please see page 151 of the 1997 Nebraska Media Guide. 


#51 Kyle Henson 


Deep Snapper/OG 
6-1, 290, Sr. 
Waverly, Neb. 


Kyle Henson originally transferred to 
Nebraska from Kentucky. He has played in 
10 games this season, as Nebraska's snapper 
on field goals and PATs. He took over the 
deep snapping duties from Brandon Drum 
for the last four games of the season when Drum sprained an ankle. and 
will retain that role in the bowl game. Henson played in four games in 1996 
as a reserve snapper. 


#50 Julius Jackson 


Will Linebacker 
6-0, 230, So. 
Letters: One 

Gainesville, Texas 

Julius Jackson played in every game 
except Colorado this season and totaled 


seven tackles from his Will linebacker posi- 
tion. Jackson traveled to every game and 


also had one breakup on the season. He serves on the Husker student- 
athlete advisory board and is the Nebraska Big 12 representative. Jackson 
played in 10 games as a redshirt freshman in 1996, recording 13 tackles. 
including three solo stops. He had one interception (no return) against 
Missouri and broke up a pass against Baylor, He had two tackles for loss 
on the year, one vs. Kansas (one yard), one vs. Baylor (three yards) and 
shared a six-yard sack with Chad Kelsay against Baylor. He also had one 
quarterback hurry vs. Missouri. A scholarship athlete, Jackson redshirted 
in 1995. He wasan All-America linebacker asa senior at Gainesville High 
School and a teammate of fellow Husker Brandon Harrison. For more 
information on Julius Jackson, please see page 131 of the 1997 Nebraska 
Football Media Guide, 


| Julius Jackson's Career Statistics 


Defense ( -------Tackles------ ) Fum. QB Int. 
Year G/S UF AT TE TEL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1995--Redshirted 

1996 10/0 3 10 13 24 5-3 0-0 0 bas bf 
1997 100 3 4 7 0-0 0000 0 10 OO QO 
Total 20/0 6 i4 20 2-4 53 0-0 0 2 #1 7 0 


Interceptions: !-(0 Vs. Missouri, 1996 


#1 Eric Johnson 


Will Linebacker 
6-0, 200, Jr. 
Letters: One 
Phoenix, Ariz. (Alhambra) 


Eric Johnson made great strides in his 
junior season and played in every game as 
Octavious MeFarlin's backup at Will line- 
backer, He started the Kansas State game 
when McFarlin had a sprained ankle. Johnson finished as the team's 
seventh-leading tackler. He totaled 49 tackles, including 17 solosand had 
three sacks (for 19 yards lost) and seven tackles for 29 yards lost. He also 
had four quarterback hurries, He had a career-best (and team best) nine 
tackles (three solo) vs. lowa State, the only game his father attended. In 
that game, he had two tackles for 13 yards lost, including one eight-yard 
sack, His other sacks were against Washington and Missouri. Johnson 
is also a member of the Huskers’ kickoff coverage team. In 1996, Johnson 
was onc of six first-year, non-redshirt players who were key contributors. 
Johnson played in nine games afier making the switch from cornerback to 
Will linebacker in the first week of practice and stayed there as the two 
Brown (Ralph and Mike) freshmen filled the void at corner. He recorded 
12 tackles (two solo) and had one pass breakup against Baylor. He had 
a season-best four tackles (all assists) against Missouri. Johnson sat out 
the 1995 season after an outstanding season at Alhambra High School. He 
played corner and wasa two-year starting tailback. He played both strong 
safety and linebacker as a senior. For more on Eric Johnson, please see 
pages 132-33 of the 1997 Nebraska Football Media Guide. 


_ Eric Johnson's Career Statistics 


Defense ( ------- Tackles------ ) Fum. QB Int. 
Year G/S UF AT TT TFL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1996 9/0 2 10 12 0 0 0 0 1 O 2 0 
1997 12/1 17 32 49 «7-29 3-19 0 0 O00 40 
Totals 21/1 19 42 61 7-29 3-19 0 0 1 0 6 0 


1996 Orange Bowl ys. Virginia Tech: Tackles 0 UT, 1 AT. | TT 
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#69 Adam Julch 


Left Tackle 
6-5, 310, So. 
Omaha, Neb. (Burke) 


# 1997 First-Team Academic All-Big 12 


Adam Julch played in 10 games in 1997 
as Fred Pollack's backup at lefi tackle. He 
assisted the Huskers to three national titles this season in rushing (392.6), 
total offense (513.7) and scoring (47.1). Julch was also a member of the 
Huskers' PAT and field goal units. Julch had 10 pancakes on the season, 
including aseason-high three ys. Oklahoma, A scholarship athlete, Julch 
redshirted in 1995, played in six games in 1996, and is the heir-apparent 
at left tackle when Pollack graduates. For more information on Adam 
Julch, please see page 133 of the 1997 Nebraska Media Guide. 


#40 Billy Legate 


Fullback 
5-11, 225, Jr. 
Letters: Two 

Clearwater, Neb. 


@ 1997 GTE/CoSIDA Academic All- 
America Nominee 
@ 1997 First-Team Academic All-Big 12 


Billy Legate is the Huskers! No. 2 fullback behind starter Joel 
Makovicka and is on NU's No. | kickoffcoverage team, the punting team 
and the kickoffreturn team. Legate played inall 12 games in 1997. rushing 
12 times for 74 yards, He did not have any lost yardage, and had a career- 
best |4 yards against Akron (career-high three carries) and Baylor (career- 
long 14-yard run), He was Nebraska's leader on special teams with six 
tackles and caught two passes for 18 yards, including a career-best 15 
yarder ys. Akron. In 1996, Legate had a hamstring injury but was able to 
serve as NU's No. 3 fullback behind Brian Schuster and Joel Makovicka, 
Legate was one of the leaders for the Huskers on special teams with five 
tackles and rushed three times for eight yards (all against Colorado State). 
He also caught one pass for nine yards against the Rams. In 1995, Legate 
had seven tackles and five carries for 21 yards. A walk-on athlete, Legate 
redshirted in 1994. AtClearwater High School, which played eight-man 
football, Legate wasa two-time all-state honoree as a running back, rushing 
for more than 1,500 yards in both his junior and senior years. For more 
information on Legate, please see page 135 ofthe 1997 NU Football Guide. 


Billy Legate's Career Statistics 
Rushing 


Year G/S Att.Gain Loss Net WA YG Long TDs 
1994--Redshirted 

1995 9/0) Ss 21 0 21 42 23 7 vs. ISU 0 
1996) = 8/0) 3 8 0 BS 2 1.0 5 vs, CSU 0 
1997 120 12 4 O 74 62 62 l4vsBU 0 
Totals29/0 20 103 0 103 452 3.6 14 vs. BU 0 


Catches: 2-18 in 1997 

Tackles: 18 total; 2 UT, 5 AT, 7 TT in 1995: 1] UT, 4 AT. 5 TT in 
1996; IUT, SAT, 6 TT in 1997 

1996 Fiesta Bowl vs. Florida: Rushing 1-1 

1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Kickoff Returns 1-18 


- two tackles. As a redshirt freshman in 1996, List played in 10 games as 


| the late Jerry List, played for the Huskers in 1970-71-72. winning national | 


 acareer-best 90 yards. He did not throw any touchdown passes, but had 


#29 Gregg List 


Rover 
6-0, 200, So. 
Letters: One 

Valentine, Neb. 


List played in seven games this season 
and totaled two tackles (one solo). He 
served as the No, 3 rover behind Mike 
Brown and Brandon Quindt and recorded 


a backup rover and as a member of the kickoff return team. List totaled 
14 tackles, including | | solo. He had an interception and a breakup (which 
was nearly a second pickoff) to go with his two tackles against Kansas, 
and had a season-best four tackles against Oklahoma. He had one tackle 
for one yard lost in the season opener vs, Michigan State. List's father, 


championships in 1970 and 1971. For more on List, please see page 136 
of the 1997 Nebraska Football Guide. 


Gregg List's Career Statistics 


Defense  ( -------Tackles------ ) Fum. QB Int. 
Year G/S UT AT TT TEL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1995 Redshirted 

1996 10/0 11] 3 14 I-! 0-0 0-0 0 Fig hp 0 0 
joo? 7 Vt 2 0-0 0-000 0 00 QO 0 
Totals 17/0 12 4 16 1-1 0-0 0-0 0 2/1 0 0 


1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Tackles none 


#1 Frankie London 


Quarterback 
6-0, 180, So. 
Letters: One 

Lake Charles, La. 
(LaGrange) 


Quarterback Frankie London played in 
nine games this season as Scott Frost's 
backup. London totaled 198 yards rushing and was 10-22 passing for 201 
yards. He had a career-best 79 yards rushing vs. Akron on five carries, 
which included acareer-long 51-yard scamper, His touchdown runs were 
against Central Florida (career long of eight yards), lowa State and Texas 
A&M. Hehadaseason-high nine carries against Baylor. He saw the most 
action in the Huskers’ first two games and went 4-5 vs. Akron passing for 


three go more than 25 yards, including a 46-yarder to Matt Davison vs. 
Akron: a 30-yarder to Kenny Cheatham vs. Central Florida; and a 36- 
yarder to Bobby Newcombe vs. Oklahoma. He has not thrown any 
interceptions. In 1996, London played in four games as areserve. He did 
not attempt any passes, but rushed three times for six yards, all against 
Missouri. For more on London see page 137 of the 1997 NU Media Guide. 


Frankie London's Career Statistics 


Rushing 

Year G/S Att. Gain Loss Net YA WG Long TDs 
1995--Redshirted 

1996 40 = 3 6 0 6 2.0 14 6vs.MU 0 
1997 90 42 232 34 198 4719.8 Slvs.UA 3 
Totals 13/0 45 238 34 204 45 145 Slvs.UA 3 
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Passing 


Year G/S AttCmp, Int. Pct. Yds. A/A A/G LongTDs 
1996 40 0 0 0.000 0 0.0 00 0 0 
1997 10-22 10) 0 455 201 9.1 20.1 46vs.UA 0 
Totals 14/0 22 10 0 .455 201 9.1 20.1 46vs.UA 0 


1996 Orange Bowl ys. Virginia Tech: Did not play 


#10 Brandon 
Quindt 


Rover 
6-0, 200, Fr., 
Scottsbluff, Neb. 


Brandon Quindt moved up the depth 
chart to No. 2 rover behind sophomore 
starter Mike Brown. He played in seven 
games in 1997, recording three tackles (one solo) with one each ys. Baylor, 
Oklahoma, and lowa State. A walk-on athlete, Quindt redshirted in 1996. 


#15 Willie Miller 


Fullback 
6-0, 235, Fr. 
Omaha, Neb. 
(Bellevue West) 


@ 1997 Honorable-Mention Academic 
All-Big 12 


yw * 

Willie Miller played in eight games as the Huskers’ No. 3 fullback in 
1997. Miller missed mostof fall ball and did not play in the first game after 
tearing his rotator cuffin spring camp and undergoing surgery in late May. 
Millerisa big, strong runner who hasan excellent careerahead. Hepowered 
his way to 49 yards on 10 carries in 1997 and scored on a seven-yard run 
against Oklahoma, when he had his best game (4-22). His longestrun was 
an | l-yard gain against Kansas. In 1996, Miller redshirted, For more 
information on Willie Miller, please see page 137 of the 1997 Nebraska 
Media Guide. 


#12 Bobby 


Newcombe 


Wingback/Quarterback 
6-0, 185, Fr. 
Albuquerque, N.M. 
(Highland) 


Playing in the first two games as the No. 
3 quarterback, Newcombe completed one 
pass for 15 yards and rushed for 32 yards vs. Akron and five vs. Central 
Florida. He made the move to wingback after the Washington game. He 
totaled 156 yards rushing on 16 carries, including a 16-yard touchdown 


vs. lowa State. He finished as NU's sixth-leading receiver with seven 

catches for 173 yards and had a team-best 24.7 yards per catch. He had 

one touchdown reception- a 40-yard season-long catch from Scott Frost 

vs. Oklahoma. He had 12 punt returns for244 yards and one kickoffreturn 

for 16 yards. Newcombe had a coming out party against the Oklahoma | 
Sooners. In that game. Newcombe had a season-best 167 all-purpose 
yards with aseason-high in puntreturns (2-60 including a career-long and 
team season-best 57 yarder); 3-88 receiving (88 yards was team best this 
season); and two carries for 19 yards rushing. He hada 40-yard reception 
fora TD on NU’s first play of the first series in the second quarter to give 
NU a 27-0 lead and a spectacular one-hand grab along the sideline in the 
third quarter. After the game, Osborne said, “Newcombe is a big play guy 
and he has really come around now in the last couple of weeks to where 
he knows the offense. He is very productive and we can put him in any 
situation." Against lowa State, Newcombe recorded his first career punt 
return fora score with a 53-yard return that put NU up 14-0, Newcombe’s 
punt return for a TD was the first by a Husker since Shevin Wiggins 
returned a punt 43 yards vs. Colorado State in 1996, Newcombe also 
rushed two times for 31 yards, including a 16-yard TD run to put NU up 
35-7 with 2:55 remaining in the second quarter and caught a 25-yard pass 
against lowa State. On the day. Newcombe had 113 total yards. In the 


| Big 12 Championship game against Texas A&M, Newcombe dazzled 


again. He made a huge impact in the first half with a 25-yard run on a 
reverse, a 26-yard reception from Frost and a 40-yard punt return, All | 
of which helped lead to Husker scores. He totaled more than 100 yards 
in the first quarter and had 108 in the game. Newcombe finished fourth 
on the team in all-purpose yards with 156 rushing, 173 receiving, 244 on 
puntreturns and 16 on kickoffreturns for 589 total (49.1 yards per game). 
Newcombe’s 20.3 yards per punt return (12-244-1) would rank first 
nationally and firstin Big 12, butheisshortof the prerequisite 1.2returns. 
Newcombe may not bea wingback forever, his position will be reevaluated 
al the end of the season. For more information on Bobby Newcombe, 
please see pages 151-152 of the 1997 Nebraska Media Guide. 


Newcombe's Career Statistics 


All-Purpose 
Year G/S Rush Rec PR KOR All.Pur. A/G TD 
1997 12/0 16-156-1 7-173-1 12-244-1 1-16-0 36-589 49.13 


6.76 y/att.; 117.6 y/gm. (rushing) 


Passing: 1-1 for 15 yards 
1UT, OAT, ITT 


Tackles: 


Bobby Newcombe had a 53-yard punt return for a touchdown against 
lowa State. He had 12 for 244 yards on the season. 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record 


#11 Jerome 


Peterson 
Right Cornerback 
5-7, 185, So. 
Letters: One 
Port Allen, La. 


Jerome Peterson started the first three © 
gamesat leficorner, then yielded the starting duties to true freshman Erwin 
Swiney and moved to right corner to back up Ralph Brown. Peterson 


played in nine games and recorded 10 tackles. He had four breakups and | 


one interception (against Central Florida). Peterson had a career-best six 
tackles (all solo) vs. the UCF Golden Knights and one breakup. In 1996, 
Peterson served as a backup at right corner behind Michael Booker. 
Playing in nine games, Peterson recorded six tackles. including three solo 
stops. He had a season-best two tackles against Kansas and his lone 
breakup of the year. A scholarship athlete, Peterson redshirted in 1995. 
Asaprepster, Peterson played just two years for Port Allen in Louisiana, 
near Baton Rouge. He rushed for more than 2,000 yards as a senior. 
including 410 with eight TDs on just 17 carries vs. East Iberville. [He 
switched to defense when he arrived at NU. For more on Jerome Peterson, 
please see page 138 of the 1997 Nebraska Football Media Guide. 


Jerome Peterson's Career Statistics 


Defense ( ------Tackles------ ) Fum. QB Int. 
Year G/S Ul AT TE TPL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1995—Redshirted 

199% 9/0 3 3 6 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 1 0 0 0 
1997 93 9 1 10 0-0 0-000 0 120 OO 20 
Totals 18/3 12 4 16 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 2 0 0 0 


Interceptions: 1996, none: 1997, 1-0 vs. UCF 
1996 Orange Bowl ys. Virginia Tech: Tackles none 


#13 Carlos Polk 


Mike Linebacker 
6-3, 245, Fr. 
Rockford, Ill. 
(Guilford) 


Just a redshirt freshman, Carlos Polk 
steadily improved each game and now holds 
the No. 2 Mike linebacker position behind 
Jay Foreman, Polk played in all 12 games 
and Lotaled 32 tackles (cight solo), including 6-24 tackles for loss and one 
sack fora huge 18-yards lost (vs. Texas Tech). Polk also had two fumbles 
caused and one quarterback hurry. His best game was a six-tackle effort 
vs, Oklahoma when he also had one tackle for one yard lost. Polk had at 
least three tackles in each of the last three games. Polk is also a member 
ofthe Huskers' No. | kickoffcoverage team. Polk redshirted in 1996. For 
more information on Carlos Polk, please see page 139 of the 1997 Nebraska 
Media Guide. 


Carlos Polk's Career Statistics 


Defense ( ------ ‘Tackles------ ) Fum. QB Int. 
Year G/S UT AT TT TEL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1996—Redshirted 

1997 12/0 8 24 32 6-24 I-18 2-0 0 0 0 1 0 


| #13 Ted Retzlaff 

Place-Kicker/Holder 
6-0, 180, Sr. 
Letters: Two 
Waverly, Neb. 


@ 1997 First-Team Academic All-Big 12 


Ted Retzlaff served as the holder for 
Kris Brown on field goals and as the backup place-kicker, Retzlaff hit on 
all seven of his PAT attempts and was 0-1 on a two-point pass conversion 
attempt when a bad snap made it impossible for a kick, He did not have 
any field goal attempts and lost eight yards vs. Washington on a fake field 
goal attempt. In 1996, Retzlaff kicked in seven games and was 13-13 on 
PATs. Hewas I 1-11 on PATs in 1995, 2-2 in 1994 and is 31-31 inregular- 
season statistics, but went I-2 on the last two PAT’s of the 1996 Fiesta 
Bowl (NU defeated Florida 62-24). Retzlaff redshirted in 1993. A Dec. 
20. 1997 grad, Retzlaff earned his degree in agribusiness. For more 
information on Ted Retzlaff, please see page 140 of the 1997 Media Guide. 


#65 Jason Schwab 


Right Tackle 
6-1, 300, So. 
Eagan, Minn. 

(Cretin-Derham Hall) 


A former walk-on, Jason Schwab earned 
a scholarship before the start of the 1997 
season. Schwab played in 10 games this 
season as the backup right tackle to All-Big 
12 senior Eric Anderson and had 17 pancakes (personal-best five ys. | 
Baylor). Schwab was also a member of the Huskers’ PAT and field goal 
units. Schwab did not see action in 1996 and redshirted in 1995. 


#63 James 


Sherman 


Left Guard 
6-2, 300 So. 
Letters: One 
LaVerne, Calif. 
(Whittier) 


_ @ 1997 Honorable-Mention Academic All-Big 12 


Except for the two games when he was injured (knee strain). James 
Sherman wasa valuable contributor. He played in 10 games and, after Matt 
Hoskinson. was one of the first subs on the offensive line. Sherman was 
| alsoamember ofthe Husker PAT and field goal units. He had 21 pancakes 
on the year, including a career-best 10 vs. Baylor, Sherman had knee 
trouble in 1996. butstill played in nine games at lefi guard, afier redshirting 
in 1995. Formore information on James Sherman, please see page 141 of 
the 1997 Nebraska Media Guide. 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl...NU's N CAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Game 


#31 Jay Sims 
I-back 
6-1, 220, Sr. 
Letters: Two 
Omaha, Neb. 
(West Memphis, Ark.) 


Jay Sims alternated with Correll 
Buckhalter as Ahman Green's backup at I- 
back. Sims hada knee strain in fall camp that kept him out of the first game, 
andan ankle sprain that kept him out ofthe Oklahomaand Missouri games. 
Playing in eight games, Sims rushed 27 times for 125 yards and two TDs. 
He had six carries twice (vs. Kansas State and Iowa State) and a season- 
best 28 yards vs. the Cyclones. He caught one pass (fora 16-yard gain) 
against Kansas State. In 1996, Sims was listed as the Huskers! fourth I- 
back on the depth chart for much of the season, but he saw key playing 
time in several games when Ahman Green and Damon Benning went out 
with injuries, Sims rushed 41 times for 288 yards in 11 games (played in 
every game except Colorado) and averaged 7.0 yards per rush and 32.0 
yards per game. He had a career-best day against Oklahoma, tying his 
career high with seven carries, for a personal-best 98 yards. Those yards 
included two fourth-quarter TDs of one, and 22 yards. Sims also had one 
tackle on special teams. Sims saw a lot of playing time in the 1996 Orange 
Bowl ys. Virginia Tech and totaled 48 yards on eight carries. The oldest 
member of the Husker squad, Sims sat out acouple of years to work, before 
walking on at Nebraska. Sims played in nine games in 1995, and had 30 
carries for 270 yards (fora 9.0 average, best on the team among the backs) 
and three TDs. He had a career-long 80-yard TD run on his first carry at 


Michigan State, He had two carries for 35 yards in the 1996 Fiesta Bowl. | 


including a 32-yard run to put NU on the Florida |-yard line at the end 
of the game. Sims is from Omaha and attended Omaha Central, before 
graduating from West Memphis High School in Arkansas. Jay will be 
playing in the Orange Bowl as a graduate as he picked up his degree in 
communications studies on Dec. 20. For more information on Jay Sims. 
please see page 142 of the 1997 Nebraska Football Media Guide. 


Jay Sims' Career Statistics 


Rushing 

Year G/S Att.Gain Loss Net WA WG Long TDs 
1994--Redshirted 

1995 9) 30 273 3 270 90 30.0 80MSU 3 
1996 11/0 46 215 2 213 46 194 21vs.CcU 1 
1997 94 27 128 3 125 46 139 J6ovsCU 2 
Totals 29/0 103 616 8 608 5.9 21.0 80vs.MSU 6 


Tackles: 0 UT. | AT, 1 TT in 1996; 0 UT, LAT. ITT 
1996 Fiesta Bowl ys. Florida: Rushing 2-35 
1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Rushing 8-48 


#16 Erwin Swiney 


Left Cornerback 
6-1, 180, Fr. 
Lincoln, Neb. 
(Northeast) 


Erwin Swiney became the second true 
freshman to start in the Husker secondary in 
the last two years when he took over the 
starting left corner duties for Jerome Peterson in game four. Swiney 
(pronounced SWEE-ney) started the last nine games. Last year, right 
corner Ralph Brown became the first Cornhusker freshman position 
player to start every game in the season. With true sophomore Mike 
Brown at rover, the Huskers are certainly young in the secondary, but are 
also extremely talented and improving each game. Swiney had 24 tackles 
on the year, including 13 solo stops. He had four breakups, two fumble 
recoveries and two interceptions (1-0 vs. Baylor, 1-2 vs. Colorado), 
Swiney is one of two scholarship freshmen in the 1996 class to call Lincoln 
home (also Kyle Kollmorgen, a redshirting offensive lineman). Swiney 
only played organized football for two years in high school, moving to 
Lincoln from Dallas in 1994, He wasa versatile skill athlete starting at both 
receiverand corner in 1996. For more information on Erwin Swiney, please 
see page 152 of the 1997 Nebraska Media Guide. 


#92 Travis Toline 


Left Rush End 
6-3, 245, Jr. 
Letters: Two 
Wahoo, Neb. 


@ 1997 GTE/CoSIDA Academic All- 
America Nominee 


@ 1997 First-Team Academic All-Big 12 


Travis Toline backed up two-time All-American Grant Wistrom at 
rightrush end in 1996 and was also amember of the Husker kickoffreturn 
and punt coverage teams. Playing in all 12 games, Toline had seven tackles 
(two solo), three tackles for six yards lost and one quarterback hurry. He 
had aseason-best three tackles vs. Baylor. His tackles for loss were against 
Akron, Kansas and Oklahoma. In 1996, Toline played in all 12 games on 
the kickoffteam and asa backup on the lefiside behind All-American Jared 
Tomich and sophomore Chad Kelsay, Toline had 15 tackles, including six 
solo stops. He had two quarterback hurries and a tackle fortwo yards lost 
vs. Kansas, when he had a career-best six stops (two solo). Toline played 
in four games as a reserve in 1995, recording three tackles, including one 
tackle for loss. Formore on Toline, see page 143 of the 1997 NU Guide. 


Travis Toline's Career Statistics 


Defense  ( ------- Tackles------ ) Fum. QB int. 
Year G/S UT AT TT TEL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1994--Redshirled 

99S 6!) DP 23 )-() 12 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 
1996 12/0 6 9 15 1-2 «60-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ur TUG). 2. BF 36 O00 00 0 O 0 1 0 
Totals 27/0 9 16 25 4-8 12 0-0 0 0 0 1 0 


1996 Fiesta Bowl vs. Florida: Tackles none 
1996 Orange Bowl vs. Virginia Tech: Tackles none 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record 


#71 Mike 
Van Cleave 
Right Offensive Guard 
6-2, 290, Sr. 


Letters: Two 
Huffman, Texas (Hargrave) 


@ 1997 Honorable-Mention Academic 
All-Big 12 


Mike Van Cleave played in all 12 games this season. He is the No. 3 
lefi tackle behind Fred Pollack, and is very versatile. He has also played 
offensive guard and has been amember of the Husker's PAT and field goal 
units for the past two years, Van Cleave totaled 13 pancakes, including 
a season-best three vs. Baylor. He earned honorable-mention All-Big 12 
academic honors this season. In 1996, Van Cleave played in 10 games (all 
except Arizona State and Texas Tech) behind starter Jon Zatechka at right 
guard. He had a total of eight pancakes on the season. Van Cleave was 
a reserve guard for NU in 1994 and 1995, after redshirting as a walk-on 
in 1993, Van Cleave played for Hargrave High School in Huffman, Texas, 
as aprepster. For more information on Mike Van V leave, please see page 
143 of the 1997 Nebraska Media Guide. 


#83 Kyle 


Vanden Bosch 


Rush End 
6-4, 235, Fr. 
Larchwood, lowa 
(West Lyon Community) 


Kyle Vanden Bosch was one of six true 
freshmen to see playing time in 1997, like the 


rest, Kyle wasa valuable contributor, He played in every gameand totaled | 


21 tackles (nine solo). He had two tackles for loss, including a four-yard 
sack against Texas A&M in the Big 12 Championship game. Vanden 
Bosch had a career-high five tackles against the lowa State Cyclones and 


a high of three solo stops (four total) vs. Baylor. He also had one fumble | 


recovery, one forced and four quarterback hurries. Vanden Bosch is also 
amember of the Husker kickoffreturn, kickoff coverage and punt coverage 
teams. Vanden Bosch was an All-American as a prepster playing outside 
linebacker and fullback for West Lyon Community High School in lowa. 


For more information on Vanden Bosch, please see page 153 ofthe 1997 | 


Nebraska Media Guide. 


#25 Joe Walker 


Left Cornerback 
5-10, 190, Fr. 
Arlington, Texas 
(Arlington-Lamar) 


Joe Walker backs up Erwin Swiney and 
Brandon Harrison at lefi corner and served 
as NU's fifth back in the nickel package. He 
played in all 12 games in 1997 and started against Texas Tech, in front of 
family and friends, when NU opened in the nickel defense, On the season, 
Walker tallied 27 tackles (15 solo) and had one breakup, three tackles for 
losses. two sacks and two interceptions, He had a 71-yard interception 
return for a touchdown vs. Kansas State, and a pickoff in Nebraska's 
overtime game at Missouri. His best tackle day was five against Missouri. 
while his sacks came against Baylor (1-10) and Texas A&M (1-8). Walker 
had seven punt returns for 39 yards and is on the No. | kickoff return team 
with Shevin Wiggins. Walker had 15 kickoff returns for 389 yards for a 
25.9 average per return, a mark that ranked 17th nationally and second in 
the Big 12. His longest punt return was a 19-yard gain vs, Baylor, when 
he had 3-23, Walker was the Nebraska nominee for Big 12 specialist of 
the week against Missouri when he had seven kickoff returns for 185 
yards, including a 51-yard return to start the second half that tied his season 
long and the team best. The previous best by a Husker this season was 
Walker’s 2-60) vs. Central Florida, when he also had a 51-yard kickoff 
return, Walker also had an interception (broken up by Mike Rucker) at 
the Husker 22-yard line. which stopped a Missouri drive in the fourth 
quarter. A true freshman, Walker was in Lincoln for spring ball and has 
notredshirted. For more information on Joe Walker . please see page 153- 
154 of the 1997 Nebraska Media Guide. 


#96 Steve Warren 


Defensive Tackle 
6-1, 295, So. 
Letters: One 

Springfield, Mo. 
(Kickapoo) 


Steve Warren played in every gameasa 
backup to Jason Wiltz at defensive tackle 
and started two games for Wiltz, ys. Akron in game one and Kansas. 
Warren had 19 tackles on the season (six solo), three breakups at the line, 
five quarterback hurries, and asix-yard sack against Kansas, When Jason 
Peter had to leave the Big 12 Championship game in the first quarter with 
a back injury, Warren stepped in and had a career-high five tackles. As 
ascholarship freshman, Warren saw immediate action in 1996, playing in 


| eightgamesand posting six tackles, one fumble recovery, one breakup. one 


hurry and one tackle for loss. He did not play in the 1996 Orange Bowl. 
Warren was an All-America defensive player at Kickapoo High School in 
Springfield, Mo. Forimore information on Steve Warren. please see page 
145 of the 1997 Nebraska Media Guide. 


Steve Warren's Career Statistics 


Defense ( ------- ‘Tackles------ ) Fum. QB Int. 
Year G/S UF AT TT TEL Sacks C-RBK PBU PI Hry.Csd. 
1996 8/0 2 4 6 1-3) 05-3 0-1 0 1 0 i 9 
1997 122 6 13 19 16 1-600 0 3D) 3 9 
Total 20/2 8 17 25 2-9 1.5-9 0-1 0 40 6 0 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl...N U's NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bow! Game 


Senior rush end Grant Wistrom led the Huskers in tackles for loss, sacks and quarterback 
hurries in earning the Big 12 Defensive Player-of-the-Year award for the second straight season. 


'97 Review 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record 


1997 Game-by-Game Wrapup 


Game #1 
Nebraska 59 
Akron 14 


Lincoln, Neb. 
Aug. 30, 1997 


Nebraska opened its 108th season 
of football with a dominating per- 
formance against overmatched Ak- 
ron in Lincoln. Nebraska built a 38- 
() halfiime lead and cruised to a 59- 
14 victory in front of the 215th 
consecutive sellout at Memorial Sta- 
dium. The game also marked 
Nebraska's 300th all-time win in the 
stadium, opened in 1923. The Husk- 
ers showed in game one they would 
be a dominating running team in 
1997. Nebraska amassed 472 yards 
on the ground and scored all eight of 
its touchdowns via the rush. Four 
Huskers scored two touchdowns 
cach, led by quarterback Scott Frost 
who rushed for a then-career-high 
123 yards on I! carries. Junior I- 
back Ahman Green tallied 99 yards 
and two touchdowns on just nine 
carries, while true freshman I-back 
Correll Buckhaller and junior full- 
back Joel Makovicka also had two 
rushing touchdowns each. Included 
in Makovicka's day was a highlight 
reel 20-yard touchdown run late in 
the first quarter in which he broke at 
jeast seven Akron tackles and drug 
four defenders into the end zone. 
The Nebraska defense also showed 
its usual dominating self, holding 
the Zips scoreless until reserves 
enterd the game in the third quarter, 


Scoring Summary 
Akron 0 TF 
Nebraska 14 24 14 


7=14 
7-59 


I-back Correll Buckhalter rushed 
for 61 yards and a pair of scores in 
NU's 59-14 win over Akron, 


First Quarter 

NU-Scott Frost 26 run (Kris Brown 
kick), 6:18, 

NU-Joel Makovicka 20 run (Brown 
kick), 2.43 
Second Quarter 

NU-Ahman Green 7 run( Brown kick ), 
13.46 

NU-Brown 34 field goal, 6:37 

NU-Green 45 run (Brown kick), 4:04. 

NU-Frost 5 run (Brown kick), 53 
Third Quarter 

NU-Makovicka 11 run (Brown kick), 
10:16 

AU-Bo Hunter 11 run (Jamie Stidham 
kick), 5:17, 

NU-Correll Buckhalter 8 run (Ted 
Retalalf kick), 3:48 
Fourth Quarter 

NU-Buckhalter 3 run (Retzlaff kick), 
13:50, 

AU-Lavel Bailey 69 pass from James 
Washington (Stidham kick), 12:50, 


Team Statistics AU Nu 
First downs th 30 
Rushing att. -yards 41-99 56-472 
Passes 14-8-1 19-12-0 
Passing yards 144 172 
Total att -yards 55-243 75-644 
Returns-yards QO R-168 
Sacks by 0 0 
Punts-average &-50.1 0 
Fumbles-lost 1-0 4-1 
Penalties-vards §-35 5-60 
Time of poss. 31:03 28:57 


Individual Leaders 
Rushing: 

AU: Bo Hunter 16-54-1, James Reader 
10-35-0. 

NU: Scott Frost 1 1-123-2; Ahman Green 
9-99-2; Frankie London 5-79-0; Correll 
Buckhalter | 1-61 -2; Joel Makovicka 7-59- 
5 
Passing: 

All: James Washington 6-4-0, 93. 
ITD, 

NU: Frost 13-7-0, 67, 0; London 5-4- 
0, 90, 0 
Receiving: 

AU; Willie Spencer 4-43-0; Carl 
Whitt 2-31-0; Lavel Bailey [-69-1TD 

NU: Matt Davison 3-64-0: Shevin 
Wiggins 2-25-0; John Gibson 2-18-0. 
Missed field goals: AU: none 

NU: Kris Brown, 38. 

Interceptions: 

AU: None 

NU: Ralph Brown 1-23-0 
Tackles (UT-AT-TT): 

AU: Jerome Cargile 1()-5-15, Nate 
Boyd 4-7-1 1, Andre McCray 2-7-9 

NU: Jason Peter 1-5-6, Mike Brown 3- 
2-5; Jay Foreman !-4-5; Carlos Polk 1-4- 
5 


Sacks: none 


Game # 2 
Nebraska 38 


Central Florida 24 


Lincoln, Neb. 
Sept. 13, 1997 


In the week leading up to 
Nebraska's game with Central Florida, 
Husker Coach Tom Osborne fre- 
quently praised the Golden Knights’ 
talent, Few believed Osborne's warn- 
ing about the second-year Division | 
program. However, after one half of 
play. everyone in the crowd of 75,327 
and people around the country took 
notice of Central Florida, The Golden 
Knights rode the strong right arm of 
quarterback Daunte Culpepper and a 
fleet of speedy receivers to a 17-14 
halftime lead over sixth-ranked Ne- 
braska. In the third quarter, Nebraska 
responded to the UCF challenge, 
scoring 17 unanswered points to open 
a two-touchdown lead. Kris Brown 
connected on a 21-yard ficld goal 
early in the third quarter to Ue the 
game and true freshman I-back 
Correll Buckhalter had scoring runs 
of 13 and five yards to give the 
Huskers the I4-point lead. Central 
Florida gave the Fluskers a late scare, 
scoring with just over seven minutes 
remaining to cut the Nebraska lead to 
31-24. However, the Huskers 
showed the mark of a championship 
team, marching 69 yards in eight 
plays for the clinching touchdown 
run by Frost, giving NU a 38-24 win. 
Nebraska's offense was clicking on 
all cylinders against UCF, rolling up 
514 yards in total offense, including 
364 on the ground. Ahman Green 
rushed for 113 yards on 25 carries, 
while Buckhalter added $2 yards and 
two scores, Frost threw for 120 yards. 
and a second-quarter touchdown to 
tight end Sheldon Jackson, On the 
defensive side, rover Mike Brown 
led the Huskers with nine tackles, 
while Jason Peter had | 1/2 sacks and 
Grant Wistrom also got to the Central 
Florida quarterback. Culpepper fin- 
ished the afternoon with 318 yards 
passing on a 24 of 35 performance. 


Scoring Summary 
Central Florida 7 10 0 7 ~-24 
Nebraska O 4 17) 7 +38 


First Quarter 
UCF-Daunte Culpepper 10 run (Fred 
Waezewski kick), 1.16. 
Second Quarter 
NU-Sheldon Jackson 16 pass from 
Scott Frost (Kris Brown kick), 13:21 
UCF-Waczewski 51 field goal, 9:39. 
NU-Frankic London & run (Brown 
kick), 6:05, 
UCF-Mike Grant 2 run (Waczewsk! 
kick), 4:09 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl...NU’s NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Game 


Third Quarter 
NU-Brown 21 field goal, 10:20. 
NU-Correll Buckhalter 13 run( Brown 
kick). 6:01 
NU-Buckhalter 5 run (Brown kick), 
1:25 
Fourth Quarter 
UCF-Kendrick Moore 4 pass from 
Culpepper (Waezewski kick), 7:17. 
NU-Frost 5 run (Brown kick), 3:08 


Team Statistics UCE NU 
First downs i4 30 
Rushing att-yards = 26-47) 65-364 
Passes 35-24-] = 15-10-0 
Passing yards 318 is0 
Total att. -yards 61-365 80-514 
Retums-yards 14-2) 3-8 
Sacks by 1-5 3-21 
Punts-average 6-43.0 3-32.3 
Fumbles-lost 2-1 4-2 
Penalties-yards 7-35 1-5 
Time of poss, 26:10 33:50 


Individual Leaders 
Rushing: 

UCF: Daunte Culpepper 1 3-34-1: Mike 
Grant 12-17-1. 

NU: Ahman Green 25-1 13-0; Correll 
Buckhalter | 1-82-2: Joel Makovicka | !- 
68-0, Scott Frost 10-52-1. 

Passing: 

UCF: Culpepper 35-24-1, 318. 1TD 

NU: Frost 14-9-0, 120, ITD 
Receiving: 

UCF: Mark Nonsant 7-174-0: Siaha 
Burley 7-76-0; Charles Lee 3-31-0, 

NU: Sheldon Jackson 3-61-1; Kenny 
Cheatham 2-36-0; Green 2-30-0. 
Missed field goals: 

UCF: none 

NU: Kris Brown, 27. 

Interceptions: 

UCF: None 

NU: Jerome Peterson 1-0-0 
Tackles (UT-AT-TT): 

UCF: Deaubrey Devine 6-6-12: Emory 
Green 4-6-10; Jermaine Benoit 3-7-10. 

NU: Mike Brown 8-1-9. Jerome Peterson 
6-0-6; Jason Peter 3-2-5; Eric Warfield 3- 
2-5, Jay Foreman 2-3-5; Octavious 
McFarlin 1-4-5, 

Sacks: 

NU: Peter 1.5-9; Grant Wistrom 1-9; 
Foreman .5-3 

UCF: Fred Marley 1-5. 


Jason Peter recorded five tackles, 
including 1.5 sacks, in the win over 
UCF. 


Game #3 
Nebraska 27 


Washington 14 


Seattle, Wash. 
Sept. 20, 1997 


A week after a sluggish perfor- 
mance against Central Florida 
dropped Nebraska to seventh in the 
polls, the Huskers faced their tough- 
est test of the young season at second- 
ranked Washington. The Huskies 
were a touchdown favorite in the 
game, playing in their home sta- 
dium. However, Nebraska set the 
tone early in the game and domi- 
nated throughout en route to an im- 
pressive 27-14 victory. Washington 
took the opening kickoff and 
marched deep into Husker territory, 
but the Blackshirt defense stiffened 
and forced a missed UW field goal 
attempt. Nebraska turned to its power 
running game and marched 80 yards 
in six plays capped by a 34-yard run 
by Scott Frost. On NU's next series. 
the Huskers again ran successfully 
right at the Washington defense, 
marching 56 yards in 10 plays, capped 
by a 30-yard Frost run. An Ahman 
Green four-yard TD run midway 
through the second quarter pushed 
the Husker lead to 21-0. Washington 
rallied to within 21-14, scoring a 
touchdown just before halftime and 
another late in the third quarter. 
However. Nebraska monopolized the 
clock in the fourth quarter, marching 
for two Kris Brown field goals to 
clinch the win. Nebraska rolled up 
472 yards offensively. including 384 
on the ground, while limiting the 
high-powered UW attack to 342 
yards and just 43 on the ground. 
Green and Joel Makovicka each ran 
for 129 yards and Frost nearly gave 
the Huskers three rushers over the 
century mark with 97 yards. Defen- 


Joel Makovicka rushed for a ca- 
reer-high 129 yards in the 27-14 
victory at Washington. 


sively, Jay Foreman had nine stops 
while Octavious McFarlin had seven 
tackles. The Huskers also harassed 
UW quarterbacks all afternoon, re- 
cording four sacks and 13 quarter- 
back hurries. The win vaulted the 
Huskers to third in both national 
polls and set the stage for a run at a 
third national title in four seasons. 


Scoring Summary 


Nebraska l¢ 7 O 6 27 
Washington 0 7 7 O =14 
First Quarter 

NU-Scott Frost 34 run (Kris Brown 
kick), 7-28. 


NU-Frost 30 run (Brown kick), 1:51 
Second Quarter 

NU-Ahman Green 4 run( Brown kick). 
7:20 

UW-Cameron Cleeland 12 pass from 
Marques Tuiasosopo (Randy Jones kick), 
1:38. 
Third Quarter 

UW-Mike Reed 2 pass 
Tuiasosopo (Jones kick), 2:49 
Fourth Quarter 

NU-Brown 20 field goal, 12:45 

NU-Brown 31 field goal, 2:25 


from 


First downs 23 14 
Rushing att-yards 66-384 28-43 
Passes 15-8-0 = 30-16-0 
Passing yards 88 299 
Total att.-yards 81-472 58-342 
Returns-yards 0 WW 
Sacks by 4-19 0 
Punts-average 4-423 7-34.9 
Fumbles-lost 2-0 0-0 
Penalties-yards 9-60 647 
Time of poss. 34:31 25:29 


Individual Leaders 
Rushing: 

NU: Ahman Green 29-129-1: Joel 
Makovicka 1 2-129-0:; Scott Frost 18-97- 
2; Correll Buckhalier 5-34-0 

UW: Rashaan Shehee 1|1-28-0; 
Marques Tuiasosopo | |-12-0, 

Passing: 

NU: Frost [5-8-0, 88, OTD. 

UW: Tuiasosopo 22-|2-0, 270, 2TD. 
Receiving: 

NU: Lance Brown 2-38-0; Shevin 
Wiggins 2-24-0; Matt Davison |-14-0. 

UW: Jerome Pathon 5-195-0; Shehee 
4-1 8-0, Cameron Cleeland 3-42-1_ 
Missed field goals: 

NU: Kris Brown, 41. 

UW: Randy Jones, 33 
Tackles (UT-AT-TT): 

NU: Jay Foreman 5-4-9; Octavious 
MeFarlin 3-4-7, Mike Brown 4-1-5; Ja- 
son Peter 1-4-5 

UW: Tony Parrish 11-6-17; Nigel 


Burton 5-6-11. Lester Towns 6-2-8: 
Marques Hairston 5-3-8. 
Sacks: 


NU: Chad Kelsay |-7, Mike Rucker 1 - 
5, Eric Johnson 1-4; Foreman 1-3 
UW: none 


Game #4 
Nebraska 56 


Kansas State 26 


Lincoln, Neb. 
Oct. 4, 1997 


Two weeks after a dominating 
victory over Washington, Nebraska 
returned to action against 17th- 
ranked Kansas State. The Wildcats 
have become one of Nebraska's 
toughest foes on a yearly basis, but 
the Huskers took control of the 1997 
mecting from the outset. Nebraska 
marched 80 yards in 10 plays to open 
the game, capped by an Ahman 
Green 25-yard run. The Wildcats 
responded with a scoring drive to cut 
the lead to 7-6, but after that the 
Husker offense cut loose. Kris Brown 
connected on two field goals to give 
the Huskers a 13-6 lead and a Scott 
Frost four-yard run before half gave 
the Huskers a comfortable 20-6 half- 
Ume margin. In the third quarter the 
Huskers broke the game wide open, 
behind the running of Ahman Green. 
The junior I-back scored three touch- 
downs on runs of 7, 59 and 50 yards 
to give Nebraska a 41-6 edge. The 
two teams traded late touchdowns to 
account for the final margin, Green 
was the offensive standout for the 
Huskers, rushing for 193 yards and 
four touchdowns on 20 carries. Frost 
was also effective running the ball. 
carrying 17 times for 98 yards and a 
touchdown, The Huskers dominated 
the final team statistics, piling up 473 
total yards, including 379 on the 
ground. The Blackshirt defense lim- 
ited the Wildcats to 260 total yards, 
many of which came long afler the 
game had been decided. Eric Johnson 
Jed the Husker defense with seven 
stops, while Eric Warfield added six 
tackles, The win was Nebraska's 29th 
straight victory over Kansas State 
and extended the nation's longest 
home winning streak to 39 games. 


Scoring Summary 


Kansas State 6 0 6 14 --26 
Nebraska 10 10 21 15 --56 
First Quarter 

NU-Ahman Green 25 run(Kris Brown 
kick), 9:56. 


KSU-Eric Hickson | run(PAT failed), 
6:16. 
NU-Brown 31 field goal, -15 
Second Quarter 
NU-Brown 32 field goal, 9:01 
NU-Scott Frost 4 run (Brown kick), 
4:33, 
Third Quarter 
NU-Green 7 run (Brown kick), 1 1:29. 
NU-Green 59 run (Brown kick), 10:01. 
NU-Green 50 run (Brown kick), 5:30 
KSU-Hickson 13 run (pass failed), 
3:18, 
Fourth Quarter 
NU-Jay Sims 5 run (Brown kick), 


Joe Walker intercepted a Michael 
Bishop pass and returned it 71 yards 
for a touchdown in Nebraska's 56- 
26 win over Kansas State. 


11:03. 

KSU-Michael Bishop 4 run (Bishop 
run), 7:35. 

NU-Joe Walker 7! interception return 
(run failed), 3:34. 

NU-Team Safety, 3:45. 

KSU-Darnell MeDonald 21 pass from 
Bishop (run failed), -49- 


Team Statistics KSU NU 
First downs 16 2] 
Rushing att-yards 40-98 = 60-379 
Passes 24-8-2 | 4-6-1 
Passing yards 162 94 
Total att.-yards 64-260 74-473 
Returns-yards 4-10 9-150 
Sacks by 1-7 2-12 
Punts-average 8-45.3 4-415 
Fumbles-lost 3-1 0-0 
Penalties-yards 8-56 4-35 
Time of poss. 26:43 33:17 
Individual Leaders 
Rushing: 

KSU: Eric Hickson 21-83-2; Michael 
Bishop 17-14-1, 


NU: Ahman Green 20-193-4; Scott 
Frost 17-98-1; Bobby Newcombe 1-25-0; 
Jay Sims 6-24-1, 

Passing: 

KSU: Bishop 24-8-2, 162, 1 TD. 

NU: Frost 13-6-1, 94, 0 TD. 
Receiving: 

KSU: Everett Burnett 2-65-0; Darnell 
McDonald 2-63-1: Gavin Peries 2-29-0. 

NU: Matt Davison 1-39-0; Vershan 
Jackson 1-23-0; Sims 1-16-0, 

Missed field goals: none. 
Interceptions: 

KSU: Cephus Scott 1-0-0, 

NU: Joe Walker 1-71-]; Eric Warfield 
1-23-0. 

Tackles (UT-AT-TT): 

KSU: Mark Simoneau 3-7-10; Jarrod 
Cooper 3-6-9; Joe Bob Clements 2-7-9, 

NU: Eric Johnson 2-5-7; Warfield 3-3- 
6: Grant Wistrom 2-3-5; Mike Brown 2- 
3-5; Brian Shaw 2-3-5. 

Sacks: 

KSU: Damion McIntosh _5-3.5; Darren 
Howard .5-3.5 

NU: Aaron Wills 1-8; Jason Peter 5-2; 
Tony Ortiz .5-2. 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record | 75 | 


Game #5 
Nebraska 49 
Baylor 21 


Waco, Texas 
Oct. 11, 1997 


Third-ranked Nebraska continued 
its dominance of the Big 12 Confer- 
ence with a 49-21 whipping of Baylor 
on a rainy night in Waco, Texas, The 
Husker victory was even more deci- 
sive than the final margin would 
indicate, as Baylor scored two late 
touchdowns to make the final mar- 
gin more respectable. Nebraska 
scored midway through the first pe- 
riod on an Ahman Green 3-yard run 
to take a 7-0 lead. On the next 
possession, the Bears stunned the 
Husker defense, as Jerod Douglas 
scored on an 80-yard run to tie the 
game. However, the rest of the first 
half was all Nebraska as the Huskers 
scored five touchdowns in a span of 
14 minutes to take a 42-7 lead into the 
locker room. Joel Makovicka scored 
from 15 yards out late in the first 
quarter and Green put together his 
second-straight four-TD game with 
58, 2 and 30-yard scoring runs in the 
second quarter. Jay Sims capped the 
second-quarter scoring with a two- 
yard touchdown run. Scott Frost 
added a one-yard score early in the 
third before Baylor scored twice in 
the fourth quarter. Green rushed for 
158 yards and four touchdowns on 
20 carries, while Frost carried for 71 
yards and also threw for 103 yards. 
The Huskers piled up 27 first downs 
to just 12 for Baylor and outyarded 
the Bears 548 to 203. Defensively, 
Eric Johnson had six stops while 
Tony Ortiz added five and the Husk- 
ers sacked Baylor quarterback Jeff 
Watson four times on the evening. 


Scoring Summary 


Nebraska 14428 7 0 —49 
Baylor 7 0 0 14 +21 
First Quarter 


NU-Ahman Green 3 run (Kris Brown 
kick), 7:06 

BU-Jerod Douglas 80 run (Matt Bryant 
kick), 6:49, 


NU-Joel Makovicka 15 run (Brown 
kick), -37 
Second Quarter 
NU-Green 58 run( Brown kick), 13:55. 
NU-Green 2 run(Brown kick), 11:19. 
NU-Green 30 run (Brown kick), 8:17 
NU-Jay Sims 2 run (Brown kick), 
2;00, 
Third Quarter 
NU-Scott Frost | run (Brown kick). 
8:33. 
Fourth Quarter 
BU-Darreil Bush 1 run (Bryant kick), 
854 
BU-Kenyada Parker fumble recovery 
in end zone (Bryant kick), -00. 


Team Statistics NU BU 
First downs 27 i2 
Rushing att-yards 64-410 37-137 
Passes 17-8-0 19-7-| 
Passing yards 138 66 
Total att.-yards Br=548 = 56-203 
Returns-yards 8-55 0 
Sacks by 4-36 0 
Punts-average 1-40.0 9-39.0 
Fumbles-lost 5-3 2-2 
Penalties-yards 8-90 5-51 
Time of poss. 32:39 27:21 


Individual Leaders 
Rushing: 

NU: Ahman Green 20-|58-4; Scott 
Frost 12-71-1, Joel Makovicka 8-57-1; 
Correll Buckhalter 7-51-0 

BU: Jerod Douglas 15-84-i, Darrell 
Bush 9-74-1 
Passing: 

NU: Scott Frost 8-5-0, 103, OTD; 
Frankie London 9-3-0, 35, O TD. 

BU: Jeff Watson 19-7-1, 66, O TD, 
Receiving: 

NU: Lance Brown 2-59-0: Sheldon 
Jackson 1-37-0; Kenny Cheatham |-17-0, 

BU: Bush 2-26-0), Mark Cogdill 2-19- 
0; Garner Simpkins 2-17-0 
Missed field goals: None. 
Interceptions: 

NU: Erwin Swiney 1-0-0 

BU: None. 

Tackles (UT-AT-TT): 

NU: Eric Johnson 3-3-6; Tony Ortiz 3- 
2-5; Kyle Vanden Bosch3-1-4; Joe Walker 
3-1-4; Carlos Polk 1-3-4. 

BU: Nikia Codie 8-2-10; Kris Micheaux 
7-3-10, Matt Anderson 6-1-7; Clarence 
Cruse 6-1-7. 

Sacks: 

NU: Walker 1-10; Brian Shaw 1-10; 
Jason Wiltz 1-9, Ortiz 1-7 

BU: None, 


the first half to cruise to a 49-21 win at Baylor. 


Game # 6 
Nebraska 29 


Texas Tech 0 


Lincoln, Neb. 
Oct, 18, 1997 


Texas Tech brought one of the Big 
12's stingiest defenses to Lincoln in 
hopes of ruining Nebraska's Home- 
coming party. However, it was the 
Husker Blackshirt defense which 
showed its strength, shutting out 
Texus Tech in a 29-0 Husker victory. 
The Red Raiders held Nebraska score- 
less until late in the first quarter, when 
a Kris Brown 32-yard field goal gave 
the Huskers a 3-0 edge. In the second 
quarter, Nebraska added 10 points 
on a pass from Scott Frost to Joel 
Makovicka and another Brown field 
goal, this time from 41 yards, Brown 
added a third field goal in the third 
quarter and offensive guard Jon 
Zatechka scored his first career touch- 
down by recovering a fumble in the 
end zone. Ahman Green closed out 
the Husker scoring with a 7-yard run 
carly in the fourth quarter. The story 
of the day was the Husker defense. 
which limited Texas Tech to six first 
downs and just 127 yards of total 
offense. Leading the way for the 
Blackshirt defense was rover Mike 
Brown who had nine tackles, while 
Jason Peter, Jason Wiltz and Octavious 
MeParlin each added six stops. The 
Nebraska defense also picked up 
four sacks for the second consecu- 
tive game. The Husker offense also 
posted impressive numbers against 
the Tech defense. Green picked up 
his fifth-straight 100-yard rushing 
game with 178 yards on 24 carries, 
the first player to rush for 100 or 
more yards against Tech, Frost was 
also impressive. rushing for 83 yards 
on 19 carries, while Makovicka added 
57 yards on nine carries to go along 
with his first career touchdown re- 
ception. The win gave Coach Tom 
Osborne 248 career victories in his 
300th game as Nebraska's coach. It 
was. also Nebraska's 29th straight 
Homecoming victory, dating back 
to 1968. The Husker victory im- 
pressed pollsters enough to move the 
Huskers up to the top of the polls, 
marking the fifth straight season, 
Nebraska had spent some time atop 
one of the two major polls, 


Scoring Summary 
Texas Tech oO 0 0 0 -0 
Nebraska x [Prd 7 


First Quarter 

NU--Kris Brown 32 field goal, :20, 
Second Quarter 

NU-Joel Makovicka 3 pass from Scott 
Frost (Brown kick), 8:09 

NU-Brown 41 field goal, 2:42. 
Third Quarter 


Led by Octavyious McFarlin and 
Steve Warren, the Nebraska de- 
fense posted its first shutout of the 
season in a 29-0 victory over Texas 
Tech. 


NU-Brown 35 field goal, 11:33. 

NU-Jon Zatechka fumble recovery tn 
end zone (pass failed), 4:59. 
Fourth Quarter 

NU-Ahman Green 7 run(Brown kick), 
11:34, 


Statisti TTU NU 
First downs 6 28 
Rushing att.-yards 26-17 69-400 
Passes 20-10-0 12-5-1 
Passing yards 110 46 
Total att.-yards 46-127 = 81-446 
Returns-yards 1-9 4-8 
Sacks by 1-7 4-30 
Punts-average 9-393 3-51,0 
Fumbles-lost 2-0 3-1 
Penalties-yards 9-68 0-0 
Time of poss 23:25 36:35 


Individual Leaders 
Rushing: 

TTU: Ricky Williams 15-39-0; Adrian 
Ervin 5-8-0. 

NU: Ahman Green 24-178-1: Scott 
Frost 19-83-0; Joel Makovicka 9-57-0, 
Passing: 

TTU: Zebbie Lethridge 20-10-0, 110, 
OTD. 

NU: Frost 12-5-1, 46, | TD. 
Receiving: 

TTU: Malcolm McKenzie 6-56-0; Dee 
Jackson 2-16-0, 

NU: Lance Brown 2-3 1-0; Vershan Jack- 
son 1-15-0. 

Missed field goals: 

TTU: Jaret Greaser, 52. 

NU; none. 
Interceptions: 

TTU: Ty Ardoin 1-9, 

NU: None 
Tackles (UT-AT-TT): 

TTU: Montae Reagor 7-6-13; Taurus 
Rucker 4-5-9; Kevin MeCullar 1-7-8. 

NU: Mike Brown 5-4-9; Jason Peter 3- 
3-6; Jason Wiltz 2-4-6; Octavious McFarlin 
2-4-6; Eric Warfield 2-3-5. 

Sacks: 

TTU: Stoney Garland 5-3.5; Kevin 
McCullar 5-3.5 

NU: Carlos Polk 1-18; Peter 1-5; 
McFarlin 1-5; Wiltz 1-2. 
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Game # 7 
Nebraska 35 


Lawrence, Kan. 
Oct. 25, 1997 


For the second straight week, the 
Nebraska defense completely domi- 
nated the opposition, as the Huskers 
shut out Kansas 35-0 in Lawrence. 
Nebraska opened the scoring on a 
Joel Makovicka 5-yard run in the 
first quarter, Scott Frost scored from 
27 yards and Makovicka added an 
18-yard score in the second quarter 
to push the Husker lead to 21-0, with 
more than 10 minutes remaining 
before half. Meanwhile, the Kansas 
offense was going nowhere, as the 
Jayhawks had no first downs and 
negative-19 yards at halftime. Things 
didn't get much better in the second 
half for KU as the Jayhawks never 
mounted a serious threat against the 
Huskers. In fact, Kansas did not snap 
the ball in Husker territory all night, 
Nebraska added two fourth-quarter 
insurance touchdowns to account 
for the final 35-0 margin, A look at 
the final numbers revealed the Husker 
defensive dominance, KU gained 
just 48 yards on 48 plays in the entire 
game, the fifth-lowest total ever by a 
Husker opponent and the fewest since 
1964. The Jayhawks also picked up 
just five first downs. The second 
consecutive shutout was the first time 
NU had shut out back-to-back oppo- 
nents since the 1979 season. Offen- 
sively, Ahman Green recorded his 
sixth straight [00-yard rushing day 
with 123 yards on 25 carries. The 
Huskers three-headed rushing mon- 
ster also consisted of Frost and 
Makovicka, who picked up 121 and 
82 yards, respectively, and each 
reached the end zone twice on the 
night. 


Scoring Summary 


Nebraska 7 14 «+O 14 -35 
Kansas o 0 0 0 ~0 
First Quarter 


NU-Joel Makovicka 5 run(Kris Brown 
kick), 9:15, 
Second Quarter 

NU-Scott Frost 27 run (Brown kick), 
14:49, 

NU-Makovicka !8 run (Brown kick), 
10:53, 
Third Quarter 

No Scoring 
Fourth Quarter 

NU-Frost 14 run (Brown kick), 13:42, 

NU-Ahman Green 2 run (Brown kick), 
9:42, 


Team Statistics NU KU 
First downs 22 3 
Rushing att.-yards 65-382 3}-21 
Passes 10-4-0 17-6-0 
Passing yards 33 27 
Total att.-yards 75-415 48-48 
Returns-yards 9-42 2-10 
Sacks by 4-35 1-7 
Punts-average 6-285 12-44.6 
Fumbles-lost 4-0 4-1 
Penalties-yards 6-53 10-78 
Time of poss. 34:20 25:40 


Individual Leaders 
Rushing: 

NU; Ahman Green 25-123-1; Scott 
Frost 21-121-2; Joel Makovicka 10-82-2, 

KU; Eric Vann 13-39-0; Julius Bruce 
7-15-0. 
Passing: 

NU: Frost 9-4-0, 33 

KU: Zac Wegner | 7-6-0, 27. 
Receiving: 

NU: Lance Brown 2-22-0. 

KU: Brian Gray 3-27-0, 
Missed field goals: None 
Interceptions: None 
Tackles (UT-AT-TT): 

NU: Eric Johnson 4-3-7; Jay Foreman 2- 
5-7; Grant Wistrom 3-2-5; Jason Peter 2-3-5 

KU: Jason Thoren4-12-16; Tony Blevins 
3-9-12; Manolito Jones 6-2-8 
Sacks: 

NU: Wistrom 2-19; Peter 1-10; Steve 
Warren 1-6, 

KU: Dewey Houston 1-7. 


All-America running back ‘Ahman Green rushed for 123 yards, his sixth 


consecutive 10-yard game, and a touchdown in Nebraska's 35-0 shutout 


over Kansas. 


Game # 8 
Nebraska 69 
Oklahoma 7 


Lincoln, Neb. 
Nov. 1, 1997 


The 1997 Nebraska-Oklahoma 
game marked the end of an era for 
one of the nation's best collegiate 
football rivalries. [t also marked a 
celebration in Lincoln, as Husker 
coach Tom Osbome reached the 250- 
win plateau faster than any coach in 
college history, The game between 
the Huskers and Sooners, meeting on 
the gridiron for the final time until 
2000, beared little resemblance to 
the classic matchups that made the 
"Battle of Big Reds" special. A com- 
bination of Husker firepower and 
Sooner mistakes, let Nebraska blow 
the game open early and cruise to a 
69-7 victory, the most lopsided in the 
series’ 78-game history. In the first 
half Nebraska got touchdown runs 
from Joel Makovicka, Correll 
Buckhalter and Scott Frost as well as 
a Frost 40-yard touchdown pass to 
freshman phenom Bobby 
Newcombe. Also included in the 
Huskers’ offensive onslaught were 
two Kris Brown field goals, giving 
the Huskers a 34-0 halftime lead. 
The rout continued in the second 
half, as Lance Brown scored from 
nine yards out to give the Huskers a 
41-0 lead, before Makovicka broke 
loose on runs of 37 and 32 yards to 
push the Husker lead to 55-0 with 
five minutes left in the third quarter. 
After nearly 11 scoreless quarters, 
the Blackshirt defense finally surren- 
dered a score as OU hit paydirt late in 
the third quarter. Two fourth-quar- 
ter Husker touchdowns capped a 
strong Nebraska performance and 
improved the Huskers to 8-0 on the 
season, Makovicka rushed for 101 
yards and three scores, while I-back 
Ahman Green again topped the 100- 
yard mark, rushing for 105 yards on 
18 carries. On the defensive side, 
Grant Wistrom showed why he is an 
All-American, The senior had 10 
tackles, including two sacks, caused 
three fumbles, one of which he re- 
covered himself’ The win gave Tom 
Osborne 250 wins in just 25 seasons 
and 302 games and also solidified 
Nebraska's hold on the top spot in the 
rankings, 


Scoring Summary 


Oklahoma D ' f oe Beep 
Nebraska 20 14 21 14 -69 
First Quarter 


NU-Kris Brown 24 field goal, 12:49. 

NU-Joel Makovicka 5 run (Brown 
kick), 9:26. 

NU-Brown 42 field goal, 7:56, 

NU-Correll Buckhalter 15 run( Brown 
kick), 2:43. 


Second Quarter 

NU-Bobby Newcombe 40 pass from 
Scott Frost (Brown kick), 13:28, 

NU-Frost 12 run (Brown kick), 7:29, 
Third Quarter 

NU-Lance Brown 9 run( Brown kick), 
10:56 

NU-Makovicka 37 run (Brown kick). 
8:23. 

NU-Makovicka 32 run (Brown kick), 
5:09. 

OU-Seth Littrell 2 run (Jeremy 
Alexander kick), 2:05 
Fourth Quarter 

NU-Buckhalter 5 run (Ted Retzlaff 
kick), 10:21, 

NU-Willie Miller 7 run( Dan Hadenfeldt 
kick), 3:03 


Team Statistics ou NU 
First downs i 27 
Rushing att.-yards 50-85 61-409 
Passes 9-3-0 12-7-0 
Passing yards 69 143 
Total att.-yards 59-154 73-552 
Returns-yards 0 7-128 
Sacks by 0 5-36 
Punts-average 832.4 1-30.0 
Fumbles-lost 7-4 2-1 
Penalties-yards 5-38 3-19 
Time of poss, 30:11 29:49 


Individual Leaders 
Rushing: 

OU: Seth Littrell 21-88-1; J.T, Thatcher 
9-26-0. 

NU: Ahman Green 18-105-0; Joel 
Makovicka 10-101-3; Scott Frost 8-66-1, | 
Correll Buckhalter 9-54-2. 

Passing: 

OU: Eric Moore 4-2-0; 58, 

NU: Frost 10-6-0, 107, 1 TD. 
Receiving: 

OU: Stephen Alexander 2-58-0. 

NU: Bobby Newcombe 3-88-1 TD; 
Lance Brown 1|-26-0, 

Missed field goals: none 
Interceptions: none 
Tackles (UT-AT-TT): 

OU; GanaJoseph 6-6-12: Kelly Gregg 
3-8-1 1. Travian Smith 5-4-9. 

NU: Mike Brown 2-10-12; Grant 
Wistrom 9- 1-10; Octavious McFarlin 2-7- 
9: Jason Peter 3-4-7, 

Sacks: 

OU: none. 

NU: Wistrom 2-10; Mike Rucker 1-13, 
Tony Ortiz 1-9; Peter 14 


Grant Wistrom had 10 tackles, 
including two sacks and three 
forced fumbles, against Oklahoma. 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record 


Game #9 
Nebraska 45 


Missouri 38 (OT) 


Columbia, Mo. 
Nov. 8, 1997 


Sometimes a little luck doesn't 
hurt. In its first-ever overtime game, 
the No. | Nebraska Cornhuskers de- 
feated Missouri, 45-38, in Colum- 
bia. Nebraska drove 67 yards in 10 
plays in the last 1:02 of regulation to 
tie the score at 38-all, on a remark- 
able play to close regulation, Facing 
a third down from the Missouri 12 
with just seven seconds remaining, 
quarterback Scott Frost attempted a 
pass ut the goal line to wingback 
Shevin Wiggins, who could not con- 
trol the ball. However, the ball de- 
flected off Wiggins! foot and into the 
air, before a diving Matt Dayison 
caught the ball just before it touched 
the ground. In overtime, Nebraska 
lost the toss, but got the ball first and 
scored in just three plays as Scott 
Frost ran in from 12 yards out. The 
Blackshirt defense then responded, 
stopping Missouri in four plays to 
preserve the thrilling victory, Over- 
all, Frost scored four rushing TDs 
against Missouri, tying the school 
record for the most rushing TDs by 
a Husker quarterback and rushed for 
more than 100 yards for the third 
straight game, with a career-high 
141 yards. J-back Ahman Green 
recorded his eighth straight 100- 
yard rushing game with 189 yards. 
The remarkable finish capped a see- 
saw battle between two offenses which 
kept the opposing defense off bal- 
ance all afternoon. The tluskers 
rolled up 528 yards in total offense, 
including 353 yards on the ground. 
Missouri's play-action passing and 
option running gave the Husker 
Blackshirts fits all afiernoon as the 
Tigers gained 386 yards of total 
offense, including 233 through the 
air. Mizzou quarterback Corby Jones 
accounted for 293 yards of total 
offense and four touchdowns. Al- 


Scott Frost rushed for a career- 
high 141 yards and four touch- 
downs in the overtime win at Mis- 
souri. 


though the narrow victory cost Ne- 
braska the top spot in the national 
polls it ensured the Huskers’ 29th 
conseciitive nine-win season and kept 
alive NU's hopes of a third national 
litle in four seasons. 


Scoring Summary 


Nebraska 14 7 7 10 7 —45 
Missour 7 #17 7 7 O 38 
First Quarter 
MU-Brock Olivo | run(Scott Knickman 
kick), 9:23 


NU-Scott Frost 16 run (Kris Brown 
kick), 5:09, 

NU-Frost 1 run (Brown kick), 25 
Second Quarter 

MU-Torey Coleman 18 pass from 
Corby Jones (Knickman kick), 14:16, 

NU-Ahman Green 7 run( Brown kick), 
10:08 

MU-Knickman 39 field goal, 3:26 

MU-Olivo 34 pass from Jones 
(Knickman kick), 3:29. 
Third Quarter 

NU-Frost | run (Brown kick), 3:00 

MU-Jones 6run(Knickman kick), 43 
Fourth Quarter 

NU-Brown 44 field goal, 10:50 

MU-Eddie Brooks 15 pass from Jones 
(Knickman kick), 4:39 

NU-Matt Davison 12 pass from Frost 
(Brown kick), :00, 
Overtime 

NU-Frost 12 run (Brown kick) 


istics NU MU 
First downs 30 20) 
Rushing alt-yards 61-353 46-153 
Passes 24-11-2 20-12-1 
Passing yards 175 233 
Total att-yards 85-528 66-386 
Returns-yards 2-17 3-48 
Sacks by 5-38 0-0 
Punts-average 2-35.0 4-270 
Fumbles-lost 2-1 0-0 
Penalties-yards 5-45 2-10 
Time of poss 30:57 29:03 


Individual Leaders 
Rushing: 

NU: Abman Green 30-189-1, Scott 
Frost 23-141-4; Joel Makovicka 7-24-0. 

MU: Corby Jones 21-60-1; Brock Olivo 
11-42-1, Ernest Blackwell 9-30-0. 
Passing: 

NU: Frost 24-1 1-2, 175, | TD 

MU: Jones 20-12-1, 233, 3 TD 
Receiving: 

NU: Kenny Cheatham 5-54-0, Green 2- 
48-0; Matt Davison 2-25-0; Bobby 
Newcombe |-33-0 

MU: Eddie Brooks 3-64-], Ricky Rass 
2-51-0; Olivo 2-45-1 
Missed field goals: none 
Interceptions: 

NU; Joe Walker 1-0 

MU: Shad Criss 1-40; Harold Piersey 
1-5 
Vackles (UT-AT-TT): 

NU: Octavious McFarlin 3-5-8; Mike 
Brown 2-6-8; Jay Foreman 2-6-8: Jason 
Peter 2-6-8; Jason Wiltz 5-1-6 

MU: Donnell Jones 9-4-13, Wade 
Perkins §8-2-10; Barry Odom 5-5-10; Harold 
Piersey 6-3-9. 

Sacks: 

NU: Wistrom 2.0-17; Mike Rucker 2.0- 
14, Ene Johnson |-7 

MU: None. 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl.,.NU's NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Game 


Game #10 
Nebraska 77 


lowa State 14 
Lincoln, Neb. 
Nov. 15, 1997 


A week afier needing overtime to 
pull out a miraculous victory, Ne- 
braska needed last than a quarter to 


put its game with lowa State out of 


reach. The Huskers exploded for 35 
first-quarter points, including 21 in 
the first 4:51, to set the tone for a 77- 
14 rout of the lowa State Cyclones. 
After forcing the Cyclones to punt on 
its first series, Nebraska needed just 
four plays to score. Ahman Creen 
capped the drive with an 18-yard 
run. The Husker fireworks contin- 
ued afler ISU's next drive as fresh- 
man Bobby Newcombe returned a 
Cyclone punt 53 yards for a touch- 
down to put NU ahead 14-0. Green 
added two more first-quarter touch- 
downs on runs of 49 and 4 yards to 
push the NU lead to 28-0. before 
lowa State got on the board, 
Newcombe closed the first period 
scoring with a I6-yard touchdown 
on a wingback option play, The 35 
first-quarter points tied a school 
record for points in the opening 
quarter. The Huskers weren't done 
with records, NU added 28 second- 
quarter points on two touchdown 
runs by Scott Frost, a Joel Makovicka 
PD. and a Frost to Sheldon Jackson 
TD pass to push the halftime margin 
to 63-7, The 63 points also tied a 
record for most points in a first half. 
Coach Osborne pulled back the reins 
on his high-powered offense tn the 
second half, but NU did add 14 more 
points to account for the final mar- 
gin. {t was also a record-breaking 
day for Green who rushed for 209 
yards on just 15 carries to push his 
season total to 1.496 yards. Green 
has rushed for 200 or more yards 
against Iowa State in two straight 
seasons and his 599 yards in three 
games against the Cyclones is a school 
record for most yards against a single 
opponent. The victory clinched 
Nebraska's fifth straight 10-win sea- 
son and secured the Huskers’ place as 
the North Division representative in 
the Big 12 Championship game 


Scoring Summary 


lowa State 7 O O 7 +14 
Nebraska 35 28 7 7 77 
First Quarter 


NU-Ahman Green 18 run(Kris Brown 
kick), 13:07 

NU-Bobby Newcombe 53 punt return 
(Brown kick), 10:58. 

NU-Green 49 run( Brown kick), 10:09, 

NU-Green 4 run (Brown kick), 7:37. 

ISU-Tyrone Watley 35 pass from Todd 
Bandhauer (Jamie Kohl kick), 3:05. 


NU-Newcombe 16 run (Brown kick), 
2:55: 
Second Quarter 

NU-Joel Makovicka 9 run (Brown 
kick), 14:21 

NU-Scott Frost | run (Brown kick), 
B53: 

NU-Sheldo Jackson 5 pass from Frost 
(Ted Retzlaff kick), 6:50. 

NU-Frost 2 run (Retzlaff kick), 105 
Third Quarter 

NU-Frankie London 4 run (Dan 
Madenfeldt kick), 3:08 
Fourth Quarter 

ISU-Darren Davis 5 run (Kohl kick), 
9°36. 

NU-Josh Cobb | run (Retzlalf kick), 
4:04 


Team Statistics ISU NU | 
First downs 14 29° | 
Rushing att.-yards 34-75 63-473 
Passes 38-1 1-2 12-9-0 
Passing yards 153 121 
Total att-yards 72-228 75-594 
Returns-yards 3-18 7-109 
Sacks by 0-0 3-3] 
Punts-average 9-389 2-35.0 
Fumbles-lost 43 2-2 
Penalties-yards 11-82 5-37 
Time of poss. 29:28 30:32 


Individual Leaders 
Rushing: 

ISU: Darren Davis 22-62-1, Jerome 
Heavens 5-26-0 

NU: Ahman Green 15-209-3, Scott 
Frost 8-88-2; Bobby Newcombe 2-31-0; 
Jay Sims 6-28-0, Joel Makovicka 5-27-1, 
Passing: 

ISU: Todd Bandhauer 36-11-1, 153. 
ITD 

NU: Frost 9-8-0, [11,1 TD 
Receiving: 

ISU: Davis 4-35-0; Tyrone Watley 3- 
64-1; Daman Green 2-46-0. 

NU: Sheldon Jackson 3-32-1, Kenny 
Cheatham 2-26-0 
Missed field goals: None 
Interceptions: 

ISU: None. 

NU: Mike Brown 1-0; Demond Finister 
1-0. 
Tackles (UT-AT-TT): 

ISU: Preston Rhamy 3-7-20) Kevin 
Hudson 5-5-10; Michael Cooper 4-6-10. 

NU: Eric Johnson 3-6-9; Mike Brown 
3-3-6; Eric Warfield 2-3-5; 
Sacks: 

NU: Chad Kelsay 1-13; Mike Rucker 
1-10; Johnson 1-8. 

ISU: None. 


] 
Bobby Newcombe returned an ISU 
punt 53 yards for a touchdown in 


NU's 77-14 win over the Cyclones. 


Game # 11 
Nebraska 27 


Colorado 24 


Boulder, Colo. 
Nov, 28, 1997 


Perfect doesn't always have to be 
pretty. The second-ranked Nebraska 
Cornhuskers found that out against 
Colorado in Boulder, Although the 
Huskers missed several opportuni- 
ties to close the door on CU. Ne- 
braska pulled out a 27-24 victory in 
the Rockies to complete a perfect | 1- 
0 regular season, The defenses held 
their own in the first half as Nebraska 
led just 10-3 at intermission, The 
Huskers scored on a 25-yard field 
goal by Kris Brown on their first 
drive and added a 19-yard TD run by 
Scott Frost early in the second to lead 
10-0. Colorado countered with a 
field goal late in the first half to cut 
NU's lead to 10-3. In the second half, 
it Was time for both offenses to shine. 
It took Nebraska just two plays to 
score after the half, as Ahman Green 
burst through the middle of CU's 
defense for 64 yards, then seored 
one play later on a 16-yard run. 
However, NU's two-touchdown lead 
lasted just two plays as Colorado 
marched 80 yards on two big pass 
plays. The rest of the third quarter 
belonged to the Huskers as Green 
scored again from || yards and 


| Brown added a 46-yard field goal to 


give NU a 27-10 edge, Nebraska was 
driving for a game-clinching TD late 
in the game, but fumbled and gave 
CU new life. The Buffs responded 
scoring On a 32-yard pass from John 
Hessler to Marcus Stiggers, then re- 
covered an onside kick, CU needed 
just four plays to cut the NU lead to 
three points as Hessler connected 
with Robert Toler from [8 yards out, 
Nebraska survived one last CU drive 
to pull out the win. The Husker 
offense was paced by Green who 
posted his second consecutive 200- 
yard game with 29 carries for 202 
yards and two scores, Frost added 76 


Freshman Erwin Swincy made seven 
tackles, including a stop on fourth 
down to preserve a 27-24 victory. 


yards rushing and 92 passing to be- 
come just the 12th player in history 
to rush and pass for 1,000 yards tn a 
season. However, the Husker of- 
fense needed all it could muster as CU 
kept the Blackshirt defense off bal- 
ance. passing for 362 yards and post- 
ing 455 yards of total offense. 


Scoring Summary 


Nebraska 3 717 O ~-27 
Colorado Oo 3 7 14 —2%4 
First Quarter 


NU-Kris Brown 25 field goal, 4:16. 
Second Quarter 

NU-Scott Frost 19 run (K. Brown 
kick), 11:42, 

CU-Jeremy Aldrich 30 field goal, -27 
Third Quarter 

NU-Ahman Green 16 run (K. Brown 
kick), 14:25 

CU-Dwayne Cherrington 35 pass from 
John Hessler (Aldrich kick), 13:53. 

NU-Green 11 run (K. Brown kick), 
10:37. 

NU-K. Brown 46 field goal, :20, 
Fourth Quarter 

CU-Marcus Stiggers 32 pass from 
Hessler (Aldrich kick), 3:16 

CU-Robert Toler 18 pass from Hessler 
(Aldrich kick), 2:37 


Team Statistics NU cu 
First downs 20 20 
Rushing att-yards 38-350 25-93 
Passes 14-7-0 —-36-19-2 
Passing yards 92 362 
Total att.-yards 72-4426) -455 
Returns-yards 6-29 1-6 
Sacks by 4-20 0 
Punts-average 5-38.4 4-39.0 
Fumbles-lost 32 0-0 
Penalties-yards 7-56 7-71 
Time of poss. 33:51 26:09 


Individual Leaders 
Rushing: 

NU: Ahman Green 29-202-2; Scott 
Frost 14-76-1, Joel Makovicka 12-46-0 

CU: Dwayne Cherrington 10-78-10, 
Herschell Troutman 8-26-0. 

Passing: 

NU: Frost [4-7-0, 92. 

CU: John Hessler 35-19-2, 362, 31TD- 
Receiving: 

NU: Kenny Cheatham 2-42-0; Green 2- 
(-8)-0; Matt Davison 1-22-0; Makovicka 
1-21-0 

CU: Phil Savoy 6-107-0; Chris Ander- 
son 3-39-0; Darren Chiaverini 2-54-0; 
Mareus Stiggers 2-38-1 TD. 

Missed field goals: 

NU: none 

CU: Jason Lesley, 50) 
Interceptions: 

NU: Erwin Swiney 1-2-0; Eric Warfield 
1-0-0. 

CU: None. 

Tackles (UT-AT-TT): 

NU: Jay Foreman 3-9-12: Swiney 3-4- 
7, Jason Wiltz 2-4-6; Grant Wistrom 2-4- 
6; Ralph Brown 2-4-6. 

CU: Ryan Sutter 12-7-19, Ron 
Merkerson 6-4-10; Ryan Black 5-4-9. 
Sacks: 

NU; Mike Rucker 2-15; .igson Peter 1-5; 
Wistrom 1-0, 

CU: none 


Game # 12 
Nebraska 54 


Texas A&M 15 


Big 12 Championship Game 
San Antonio, Texas 
Dec. 6, 1997 


What a difference a year makes. 
One year after suffering a disap- 
pointing loss to Texas in the Big 12 
Championship game, Nebraska 
erased those memories with a 54-15 
whipping of Texas A&M in San 
Antonio, The win gave Nebraska ils 
first Big 12 Conference champion- 
ship and kept it on track for a shot at 
the national championship, The 
Huskers climinated any hopes of a 
Texas A&M upset early in the con- 
lest, scoring on all seven first-half 
possessions to put the game away by 
intermission, Scott Frost was mag- 
nificent at the controls of the Husker 
offense, hitting 10-11 passes in the 
first half for 176 yards and rushing 
for two touchdowns, |-back Ahnvan 
Green had 104 yards and two scores 
by halftime and the Husker defense 
had dominated the Aggies from the 
start. At the half, Nebraska had 
complete conirol of the game lead- 
ing by a 37-3 margin and holding a 
348-83 advantage in total offense. 
The second half was more of the 
same as the Huskers increased their 
advantage to 47-3 carly in the fourth 
quarter, before two A&M touch- 
downs cut into the margin, The 
game's final statistics showed a 536- 
277 edge in total offense for the 
Huskers. including a 335-13 adyvan- 
tage on the ground. Frost finished 
the contest with a season-high 201 
yards passing and 79 yards rushing. 
Green topped the 100-yard mark for 
the 11th straight game with 179 yards 
and three TDs, On the defensive side, 
Mike Brown led the way with cight 
stops, while Steve Warren, Eric 
Warfield and Brandon Harrison had 
five each, The victory was Nebraska's 
13th straight overall and improved 
NU to 12-0 on the season, It also 
guaranteed the Huskers a spot in the 
Jan. 2 Orange Bowl opposite 11-1 
Tennessee. The Orange Bowl will 
mark the fourth time in five seasons 
the Huskers have played for the na- 
ional championship in a bowl game 
as NU has ran up a remarkable 59-3 
record in the past five seasons. 


Scoring Summary 


Texas A&M 0 3 O 12 -15 
Nebraska 16 2) 3 14 —S4 
First Quarter 


NU-Scott Frost 6 rush (K, Brown 
kick), 10:18 

NU-K. Brown 27 field goal, 6:13 

NU-K. Brown 26 field goal, 2:19. 

NU-K. Brown 31 field goal, ;00, 


Second Quarter 

NU-Ahman Green 25 rush (K, Brown 
kick), 11/18; 

A&M-Kyle Bryant 32 field goal, 8:53. 

NU-Green | run (K. Brown kick), 
5:19. 

NU-Frost 2 run (K. Brown kick), 25 
Third Quarter 

NU-K. Brown 44 field goal, 7:22, 
Fourth Quarter 

NU-Green 6 run (K_ Brown kick), 
1113 

A&M-Derrick Spiller 13 pass from 
Branndon Stewart (Bryant kick), 8:25. 

A&M-Jason Glenn 35 fumble return 
(pass failed), 3:38. 

NU-Frankie London 3 run(Ted Retzlaff 
kick). 1:03. 


First downs 13 25 
Rushing att-yards 23-13 = 67-335 | 
Passes 48-21-2. 18-12-0 
Passing yards 264 201 
Total att.-yards 71-277 85-536 
Returns-yards 6-6) 4-86 
Sacks by 0 6-38 
Punts-average 7-47.6 2-39.5 
Fumbles-lost 0-0 3-4 
Penalties-yards 6-43 438 
Time of poss 25:37 34:23 


Individual Leaders 
Rushing: 

A&M: Sirt Parker 10-28-0; Dante Hall 
3-5-() 

NU: Ahman Green 34-179-3; Scott 
Frost |5-79-2; Bobby Neweombe 2-27-0. 
Passing: | 

A&M: Branndon Stewari 38-1 8-2, 227, 
| TD, Randy MeCown 9-3-0, 37, OTD. 

NU: Frost 18-12-0. 201. 

Receiving: 

A&M: Derrick Spiller 4-89-1; Chris 
Cole 4-56-0, Matt Bumgardner 3-38-0, 

NU: Matt Davison 3-68-0, Ahman 
Green 3-16-0; Joel Makovicka 2-31-0 
Missed field goals: None 
Interceptions: 

A&M; none 

NU: Mike Brown 1-26-(); Ralph Brown 
1-5-0 
Tackles (UT-AT-TT): 

A&M: Dat Nguyen 9-0-9; Rich Coady 
8-1-9, Shun Horn 7-1-8: Trent Driver 4-2-6, 

NU: Mike Brown 3-5-8; Eric Warfield 
4-1-5, Steve Warren 3-2-5; Brandon 
Harrison 3-2-5. 

Sacks: 

A&M: None, 

NU: Chad Kelsay 1-9, Joe Walker 1-8; 
Mike Rucker 1-6; Tony Ortiz 1-6: Jason 
Peter 1-5; Kyle VandenBosch 1-4, 


Kris Brown kicked four field goals 
against Texas A&M to extend his 
school-record streak to 16. 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record 


1997 Nebraska Final Statistics 


Final Team Results: 12-0/8-0 in Big 12 Conference, Big 12 Champions 


Date Opponent Site 

Aug. 30 Akron Lincoln, Neb. 
Sept. 13 Central Florida Lincoln, Neb. 
Sept. 20 Washington Seattle, Wash. 
Oct. 4 Kansas State# Lincoln, Neb. 
Oct. 11 Baylor# Waco, Texas 
Oct. 18 Texas Tech# Lincoln, Neb. 
Oct. 25 Kansas# Lawrence, Kan, 
Nov. 1 Oklahoma# Lincoln, Neb. 
Nov. 8 Missouri# Columbia, Mo. 
Noy. 15 Iowa State# Lincoln, Neb. 
Nov. 28 Colorado# Boulder, Colo. 
Dec. 6 Texas A&M** San Antonio, Texas 


Televisio 


ABC-TV 
Fx 


Fox Sports Net 


ABC-TY 
ABC-TV 
Fox/Big 

ABC-TV 
ABC-TV 


# Big 12 Conference Game; HC--Homecoming; *FedEx Orange Bowl 


Score by Quarters 


Team Ist/Avg. 
Nebraska 150/12.5 
Opponents 34/2.8 


Final 1997 Team Statistics 


2nd/Avg. 
184/15.3 


40/3.3 41/3.4 


Total First Downs 
By Rush .......... 


dns en eeneeeenenananeeeaneeeaaeeeeesenensenesenesenenseseeeannne 


By Penalty 
Total Offensive Yards... 
AVR. Per Gare si... ncssssssessassseasctteconavesevecsddaasacansss tossacs 
Total! Plays... sccscsstiranestiiiwecsunincnswmsss 
Avg. Gain Per Play . 
NOt Rushing: V@rds s..cccscscscscisiscsssssscicscscsascesssscveansvbcseboneease 
Avg. Per Game 
Rushing Attempts . 
Avg. Per Attempt .... 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Yards Lost Rushing..... 
Net Passing Yards 
PAN Posts RaaaMt 9 5c scorers acccccwancascascresacmeostsasccbanvoreaascnact 121.1 
Avg, Per Attempt .... at 
Avg. Per Completion .. we LAT 
Attempts wee 182 
Completions 
Completion Percentage.. 
Had Intercepted 
NCAA Rating .... 
Interceptions By . 
Yards Returned - 
Avg. Per Return 
Touchdowns 


pe neeeeeeeeee 


Net Punting Avg. . 
Punt Returns....... 
Yards Returned. 
Avg. Per Return 
Touchdowns ..... 
Kickoff Returns...... 
Yards Returned. 
Avg. Per Retutit :,....0cisssssssserseee 
Touchdowns .............00... 
Fumble Returns ...... 
YAIUS. ROME <:.5<coccesssscssyzasnpestsecceceresasethazuverpeaccasyeewpeecss 
Touchdowns 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl... 


3rd/Av 
123/10.3 


NU’s NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Gaite 


Gametime Final 
AP Rank AP 
i] Attendance Result NU/OPP. NU/OPP. 
75,124 W, 59-14 6/-- 2/-- 
75,327 W, 38-24 6/-- 2/-- 
74,023 W, 27-14 7/2 2/21 
75,856 W, 56-26 3/17 2/10 
38,175 W, 49-21 3/-- 2/-- 
75,764 W, 29-0 2/-- 2/-- 
42.000 W, 35-0 1/-- 2/- 
75,926 W, 69-7 1/-- 2/-- 
66.846 W. 45-38 (OT) I/-- 2/19 
12 75, 613 W, 77-14 3/-- 2/-- 
52,738 W, 27-24 2/-- 2/-- 
65,824 W, 54-15 2/14 2/20 
4th/Avg. oT Total/Avg. 
101/8.4 7 565/471 
82/6.8 0 197/16.4 
NU Opp. 
Pesaltics Vardls ccccntitincaiinnmcnniiijpemannncnoas 57/498 81/614 
Avg. Yards Per Game ,.,.....-.:..21:,22::.-scssssssessseensssssceseese 41.5 51,2 
Furmbles/LOSt ......:.secceeee 36/17 25/12 
SOL TAO YEN S, sesicessssssesssseicssicscccrnasasensenennseceietopspatdasstbeapvens 21 24 
3rd Down Conversions ........csssssessseesssserenseesessseessesssses 95/176 41/165 
Conversion Percentage .. wu 04 25 
4th Down Conversions ........cccsecossrsesasccsssesessssccscsssssnsoes 13/24 8/16 
Convérsién Percents, :... cca eects 54 50 
Sacks By/Yards Lost .........0+ 44/313 4/26 
Time of Possession Per Game 32:48 27:12 
WO CRM OWING oivcccsccsscccssccccecsesacstbactecsecdsannsetassesssawabiasstbameaveatente 73 27 
By Rush .. 66 12 
Od te nk ese PEERS aeRO CPR cee “rT Aa ert oR on 5 13 
Ba NPAT EF, 5 3santi bie saede nas tse-o23tlidaaph gcse Haron Fak copaacaesht ls rane bed 2 2 
PAT Kicks Made/Att. ....... 71/71 21/21 
PAT Run-Pass Made/Att. «...cccrscscccccscsssvscerscccsereserecsssssesenees® 0/2 1/6 
Field Goals Made/Att. .. 18/21 4/7 
SSETCR TCS, Bessa ccscececcmes cca reccem eng snsrpspeiwarace eaveqpesonaadshctioas poceacaldorbitdos i 0 
Total Points .. 565 197 
Avg. Per Game . 47.1 16,4 


Season Attendance. 
Home .. 


’ 
ld 


For the second straight season, Nebraska led the Big 12 in 
averaging 75,587 fans a game. Memorial Stadium has had 
record 220 consecutive sellouts dating back to 1963. 


ve 453,610 (75,602 average) 
339,606 (56,601 average) 


oe) a aT 


attendance, 
an NCAA 


Nebraska Starters Game-By-Game 


Husker Offense 


| Opponent SE LT LG Cc RG RT TE OB FB IB WB 

| Akron Lake Pollack Taylor Weskew Zatechka Anderson Carpenter Frost Makovicka Green Wiggins 

| Central Fla. CheathamPollack Taylor Heskew Zatechka Anderson Carpenter Frost Makovicka Green **V Jackson 
@, Washington Cheatham Pollack Taylor Heskew Zatechka Anderson Carpenter Frost Makovicka Green Wiggins 
Kansas State Lake Pollack Taylor Heskew Zatechka Anderson Carpenter Frost *4#V_ Jackson Green L. Brown 
@, Baylor Lake Pollack Taylor Heskew Zatechka Anderson Carpenter Frost **V. Jackson Green L, Brown 
Texas Tech Lake Pollack Taylor Weskew Zatechka Anderson YV. Jackson Frost Makovicka Green L. Brown 
@ Kansas Lake Pollack Taylor Heskew Zatechka Anderson V, Jackson Frost Makovicka Green **Carpenter 
Oklahoma Lake Pollack Taylor tleskew Zatechka Anderson Carpenter Frost Makovicka Green L. Brown 
(a) Missouri Cheatham Pollack Taylor Heskew Zatechka Anderson S, Jackson Frost Makovicka Green L. Brown 
lowa State Lake Pollack Taylor Heskew Zatechka Anderson Carpenter Frost Makovicka Green L. Brown 
@ Colorado CheathamPollack Taylor Heskew Zatechka Anderson Carpenter Frost Makovicka Green **V. Jackson 
Texas A&M Lake Pollack Taylor Heskew Zatechka Anderson Carpenter Frost Makovicka Green L. Brown 


*opened in spread formation: **-opened in two tight-end formation 


Husker Defense 


Opponent LR pT bY RR SAM MIKE WILL LCB FS ROV RCB 

Akron Rucker Warren Peter Wistrom Shaw Foreman McFarlin Peterson Warfield M.Brown R, Brown 
Central Fla. Kelsay Wiltz Peter Wistrom Shaw Foreman McFarlin Peterson Warfield M. Brown R, Brown 
(@, Washington Kelsay Wiltz Peter Wistrom Shaw Foreman McFarlin Peterson Warfield M. Brown R. Brown 
Kansas State Kelsay Wiltz Peter Wistrom Shaw Foreman &. Johnson Swiney Warfield M. Brown R, Brown 
(@ Baylor Kelsay Wiltz Peter Wistrom Shaw Foreman McFarlin Swiney Warfield M. Brown R, Brown 
Texas Tech Kelsay Wiltz Peter Wistrom *Walker Foreman McFarlin Swiney Warfield M. Brown R, Brown 
(@ Kansas Kelsay Warren Peter Wistrom Shaw Foreman MeFarlin Swiney Warfield M,. Brown R. Brown 
Oklahoma Kelsay Wiltz Peter Wistrom Shaw Foreman McFarlin Swiney Finley M. Brown R. Brown 
(@, Missouri Kelsay Wiltz Peler Wistrom Shaw Foreman McFarlin Swiney Warfield M. Brown R. Brown 
lowa State Kelsay Wiltz Peter Wistrom = Ortiz Foreman MeFarlin Swiney Warfield M. Brown R, Brown 
@ Colorado Kelsay Wiltz Peter Wistrom = Ortiz Foreman McFarlin Swiney Warfield M. Brown R. Brown 
Texas AAM = Rucker Wiltz Peter Wistrom = Ortiz Foreman McFarlin Swiney Warfield M. Brown R. Brown 


*-opened in dime defense 


Final Individual Statistics 


Rushing 
Avg./ Avg./ 
G/GS Att. Gain Loss Net Play Game LP TD 
Green, A. 12/12 278 1,925 48 1,877 6.8 156.4 64 (Colorado) 22 
Frost, 8. 12/12 176 1,200 105 1,095 6.2 91.3 34 (Wash.) 19 
Makovicka, J. 12/10 105 685 0 685 6.5 57,1 43 (Wash.) 9 
Buckhalter, C, 12/0 54 313 2 311 5.8 283 25. (Wash.) 6 
London, F. 9/0 42 232 34 198 4.7 19.8 5] (Akron) 3 
Newcombe, B, 12/0 16 158 2 156 98 13.0 25 (KSU, A&M) 1 
Sims, J. 9/0 27 128 3 125 4.6 13.9 16 (Colorado) 2 
Legate, B. 12/0 12 74 0 74 6.2 6.2 14 (Baylor) 0 
Alexander, D. 6/0 16 74 6 68 4.3 11.3 18 (Texas Tech) 0 
Miller, W. 8/0 10 53 4 49 4.9 6.1 11 (Kansas) I 
Cobb, J. 7/0 6 27 0 27 45 3.9 16 (Baylor) I 
Christo, M.- 5/0 2 17 0 bz. 8.5 3.4 13 (lowa State) 0 
Brown, L. 12/7 2 12 0 12 6.0 1.0 9 (Oklahoma) | 
Runty, J. 3/0 2 8 0 8 4.0 2.7 5 (Iowa State) 0 
Wiggins, S. 12/2 | 6 0 5 6.0 0.5 6 (Texas A&M) 0 
Kingston, B, 3/0 3 6 0 6 2.0 2.0 2 (three times) 0 
Stanislav, J, 1/0 | 5 0 5 5.0 5.0 5 (lowa State) 0 
Soucie, T. 3/0 l 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Zatechka, J. 12/12 0 ) 0 0 0 0 0 { 
Retzlaff T. 7/0 a 0 8 -8 -8.0 -Ll 0 0 
Nebraska 12 755 4,923 212 4,711 6.2 392.6 64 66 
Opponents 12 407 1,390 509 881 2.2 73.4 80 12 
Passing 
Avg./ Avg./ Int. TD NCAA 
G/GS At. Comp. Pet. Yds. Att, Game Int, Pet, LP TD Pet, Rating 
Frost, S. 12/12 159 88 553 ‘LL237 7.8 103.1 4 025 51 5 O31 126,04 
London, F. 9/0 22 10 A55 201 91 20.1 0 000 46 0 000 122.20 
Newcombe. B. 12/0 1 1 L000 15 15.0 1.3 0 000 15 0 000 226.00 
Nebraska 12 182 99 544 1,453 8.0 121.1 4 -022 $1 5 027 126.13 
Opponents 12 310 145 -468 2,207 zel 183.9 12 039 69 13 042 112.67 
Punting 
Net. Inside | Distance in Yards | 
S No. Yards Avg. Avg. Opp.20 Blk 1-19 =. 20-29 30-39 40-49 50-59 60-69 70+ Long 
Kosch. J. 11/0) = 30) 1,179 «39.3 36.9 12 2 | I 12 13 2 I 0 60 
Lafleur, B, 2/0 1 40° 40.0 42,0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 40 
Team 12 2 ER EO: bs sits 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 18 
| Nebraska 12 33 1,237 37.5 35.2 12 2 1 1 12 14 2 1 0 60 
Opponents 12 91 3,711 40.8 34.2 0 4 8 37 21 17 4 0 67 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record 


be eed) 


Receiving (*indicates touchdown scored) Punt Returns 
G/GS No. Yards Avg. LP TD G/GS No. Yards Avg. Lp TD 
Cheatham, K. 9/4 14 191 13.6 31 (Colo) () Wiggins, S. 12/2 19 220 11.6 39 0 
| Green, A, 12/12 14 105 7.5 39 (MU) 0 Newcombe, Bo 12/0 12 244 20.3 *57 I 
Brown, L, 12/7 12 226 4618.8 35 (Wash) 0 Harrison, B, 10/0 8 40 5.0 18 0 
Davison, M, 12/0 11 232 21.1 51 (A&M) 1 Walker. J. 12/1 7 39 5.6 19 0 
Jackson, S, 12/1 11 189 17.2. 37 (Baylor) 2 Brown. L. 12/7 3 27 9.0 15 0 
Newcombe, B, 12/0 7 173 24.7 *40 (Okla) J Swiney, E- 12/9 ] 28 28.0 28 0 
Wiggins, S. 12/2 6 76 12.7. 21 (Wash) 0 Miller, W, 8/0 1 3 3.0 3 0 
Makovicka, J. 12/10 «5 60 12.0 21 (Colo.) | Nebraska 12 51 601 11.8 "57 1 
Jackson, V, 12/4 4 72 «18.0 23 (K-State) 0 Opponents 12 12 75 6.3 26 0 
Lake, J. 12/8 4 40) 10.0 26 (A&M) 0. 
Buckalter, C. 12/0 3 6 2.0 7 (Wash,) 0 
Gibson, J, 10 2 18 9.0 9 (Akron) 0 Kickoff Returns 
LeGate, B. 12/0 2 18 9.0 15 (Akron) 0 GIGS No. Yards Avg. Lp ID 
Sims, J. 9/0 | 16 16.0 16 (K-State) 0 Walker, J. 12/1 15 389 «625.9 51 0 
Haatke, B- 8/0 | 15 15.0 15 (Akron) 0 Wiggins, 8, 12/2 9 243 27.0 41 0 
Applegate, S. 5/0 | 9 9.0 9 (Akron) 0 Cheatham. K, 9/4 i 23 23.0 23 0 
DeBates, TJ. 11/0 1 7 7.0 ZItA&M) 0 Brown, L. 12/7 | 2] 21.0 21 0 
Nebraska 12 99 1,453 14.7) *SI (A&M) 5 Newcombe. B, 12/0 | 16 16.0 16 0) 
Opponents 12 145 «2,207 «15.2 *69 (Akron) 9 Jackson, S. 12/1 | 13 13.0 13 0 
Team 12 t 1 Lo 1 0 
Nebraska 12 29 706 24.3 5] 0 
Total Offense Leaders Opponents 12 47 974 20.7 62 0 
Ave./ Aveg./ 
Frost S. ~=«dW/2.—=i«iSs«d09S«1937«2332—«s7.0sdoag | SCOKINE 
Green, A. 12/11 278 1877 0 1877 6.8 156.4 G/GS TD PATI PAT2 FG Saf, Te 
Makovicka, J.12/10 105 685 0 685 6.5 57.1 Green, A, 12/12 22 0 0) 0 0) 132 
London, F. 9/0 64 198 201 399 6.2 39.9 | Brown, K 12/12 0 62-62 () 18-21 0 116 
Buckhalter, C. 12/0 $4 311 0 311 3.8 28.3 Frost, S 12/12 «19 0 0 0 0 114 
Newcombe. B. 12/0 17 156 15 RPL LG 14.3 Makovicka, J 12/10 10 0 0 () 0 60 
Nebraska 12 937 4,711 1,453 6,164 6.6 513.7 | Buckhalter, C. 12/0 6 0 0 () ) 36 
Opponents 12 717 881 2,207 3,088 4.3 257.3 | Newcombe, B. 12/0 3 0 0 0 0) 18 
London, F 9/0 3 0 0 0) 0) 18 
ih Jackson, S, 12/1 2 0 0 0 0) 12 
All Purpose Leaders Sims, J. 9/0 2 0 0 0) 0) 12 
Avg./ | Ratzlaff, T. 7/0 ie er’ ey 0 0 7 
GIGS Rush Rec, PR KOR Total Game | Walker, J, 12/1 | 0 0 0 0 6 
Green, A, 12/12 1877 105 0 0 1,982 165.2 Zatechka. J. 12/12 | 0 0 () () 6 
Frost, S. 12/12 1095 0 0 0 1,095 91.3 | Brown. L. 12/7 | () 0 () 0) 6 
Makovicka, J.12/10 685 60 0 0 745 62.1 Davison, M. 12/0 | 0 0 fy () 6 
Newcombe, B.12/0 156 173 244 16 589 49.1 Miller, W, 8/0 I 0 0 i) () 6 
Wiggins, S. 12/2 6 76 220 243 S45 45.4 | Cobb, J. 7/0 I 0 0 0 0 6 
Nebraska 12 4,711 1,453 601 706 7,680 640.0 Hadenteldt, D. 2/0 0 3-2 0 0 0 2 
Opponents 12 881 2,207 75 974 4,232 352.7 Team 12/0 0 (-( -() 0 1 2 
Nebraska 12 73. «#71-71 0-2 18-21 1 565 
Interceptions Opponents 12 27 21-21 1-6 4-7 197 
Walker, J. 12/1 2 Ti 35.5 *71 \ Field Goals 
Brown, R. 12/12 2 28 14.0 23 0 Season 1-19 20-29 30-39 40-49 50+ 
Brown, M, 12/12 2 26° $3.0 26 0 Brow: K 18-21 0 et! ee 3-6 0-0 
WSGIGYE, TNE RS TaD Nebraska «18-21 0-0 6-7 7-8 5-6 0-0 
SOY SS | Opponents 47 0-0 0-0 3-4 0-0 13 
Finister, D, 3/0 | 0 0.0 0 0 
Peterson, J. 9/3 1 0 0.0 0 0 Brown FG Sequence: (38, *24): (27, *21): (41,*20, *31): (#31, *32); 
Apablee 12 i ol a A A (0); (#32, *41, *45), (0); (#24, *42): (44); (O)s (25, 46): (#27, *26, 
Opponents 12 4 34 13.5 40 0 #3), #44), 
Fumble Returns Opponent FG Sequence: (()), (*51). (33); (O). (O) (52), (0), (0): (439): (0): 
G/GS No. Yards Avg. Le ID (50, *30): (*32). = *Good. 
Ortiz, T. 12/3 2 8 4.0 8 0 
Peter, J. 12/12 2 0) 0.0 0 0) 
Swiney, E 12/9 2 0 0.0 0 0 
MeFarlin, O. 12/11 | 43 43.0 43 0 
Kelsay, C. 12/10 | 5 3.0 5 0 
Wistrom, G, 12/12 I () 0.0 0 0) 
Wiltz, J. 11/10 | () 0.0 0 0) 
Vanden Bosch, K. 12/0 I 0 0.0 0 0 
Drum. B. 9/0 1 0) 0.0 0 0 
Nebraska 12 12 56 4.7 43 0 
Opponents 12 12 41 3.4 35 2 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl...NU's NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Game 


Defensive Statistics 
(----Fumbles-—--) OB Int. 

Player GIGS UT AT IT Loss Sacks Csd. Ree. BK PBU Int. Hurry Csd. 
Brown, M. 12/12 36 41 77 4-6 0-0 0 0 0 4 2 0 0 
Foreman, J, 12/12 17 44 61 5-10 1.5-6 1 0 0 | 0 9 0 
Peter, J. 12/12 22 39 60 15-61 7,0-40 i] 2 0) 4 0 22 | 
Warfield, E. 12/11 23 29 $2 2-1 0-0 0 0 0 4 2 | 0) 
Wistrom, G. 12/12 28 23 $1 17-79 8.5-58 3 I 0 3 0 25 0 
MeFarlin, ©. 12/11 i4 36 50 4-14 1-5 0 l 0 2 () II 2 
Johnson, E, 12/1 17 32 49 7-29 3-19 0 0 0 0 0 4 0 
Rucker, M, 12/2 17 21 38 15-70 75-56 1 0 0) 4 0 15 0 
Wiltz, J. 11/10 }4 20 34 5-6 2-11 0 | 0 I tt] 7 0 
Kelsay, C. 12/10 13 21 34 7-40 3-29 2 1 0 0 0 I4 0) 
Polk, C. 12/0 8 24 32 6-24 1-18 2 0 0 0 0 | 0 
Ortiz, T. 12/3 1] 21 32 6-26 3,5-24 0 2 () | 0 4 0 
Brown, R. 12/12 18 Il 29 2-5 0-0 0 0 () 9 2 0 0 
Shaw, B. 12/8 12 16 28 5-32 1-10 0 0 0 3 0 4 | 
Walker, J, 12/1 13 12 23 3-19 2-18 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 
Swiney, E, 12/9 13 11 24 0-0 0-0 0) 2 0 4 2 0 0 
Vanden Bosch, K. 12/0 9 12 21 2-6 1-4 | ] 0 0 0 4 0 
Warren, S, 12/2 6 13 19 1-6 1-6 0 0 0 3 0 5 0 
Harrison, B. 10/0 9 $ 14 1-2 0-0 0 0 0 4 0 0 0) 
Finley, C, 9/1 4 10 14 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 ] 0) 0 0 
Peterson, J. 9/3 9 | 10 0-0 0-0 0) 0 0 4 | 0 0 
Jackson, J. 11/0 3 4 7 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 1 0 ) 0 
Toline, T, 11/0 2 5 7 3-6 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 i} 0 
Legate, B. 12/0 | 5 6 0-0 0-0 0 () 0 0 0 0 0 
Kaiser, L, 6/0 0 5 5 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 1) 0 
Buetienback. B. 10/0 2 3 5 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 i) 0 
Ebke, M. 3/0 I 3 4 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0) 0 
Wills, A. 5/0 | 3 4 1-8 1-8 0 0 0 0 0 | 0 
Kohl, J. 7/0 | 2 3 0-0 0-0 0 0) 0 0 0 0 0 
Quindt, B. 5/0 | 2 3 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 () 0 
Hogrefe. Q, 4/0 I 2 3 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Reynolds, K. 6/0 0) 2 2 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Allen, D. 8/0 | | 2 0-0 0-0 1 0 0) 0 0 ) 0 
Anderson. J 6/0 i | 2 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0) 0) 0 
List, G. 7/0 | | 2 0-0 0-0 0 0 0) 0 () 0 0 
Drum, B. 9/0 0 2 2 0-0 0-0 0 | 0 i) 0 ! 0 
Walther, E. 4/0 | ] 2 0-0 0-0 0 () 0 0 0 0 () 
Raymond, S. 4/0 0 2 2 0-0 0-0 0 () 0 0 0 0 i) 
Baker, R. 3/0 0 2 2 0-0 0-0 0 () 0 0 0 0 0 
Brown, Kk. 12/0 i] ] 2 0-0 0-0 0 () 0 0 0 0 0 
Buckhalter, C. 12/0 0 2 2 0-0 0-0 i) 0 0 0) 0 0 0 
McGraw. G. 2/0 | | 2 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0) () 
Benes, J. 9/0 0 1 ] 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 1 0 0) 0 
Brown, L. 12/7 0 | | 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 l 0) 0 0 
Green, A. 12/12 | 0 1 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0) 0 0 
Newcombe, B. 12/0 ] 0 1 0-0 0-0 0) 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Ryan, E. 3/0 0 | 1 0-0 0-0 () 0 ) 0 0) 0 0 
Gates, J, 3/0 1 0 | 0-0 0-0 0 0 0) 0 () 0 0 
Makovicka, J. 12/10 I 0 | 0-0 0-0 0 0 0) 0 0 0 0 
Fischer, E. 2/0 i} 0 ! 0-0 0-0 0 0) 0) 0 0 0 0 
Sims, J. 9/0 | 0) | 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0) 0 
Tuttle, C. 3/0 () I | 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0) 0 0 0 
Kosch, J. 11/0 ! () | 0-0 0-0 0 0) 0 0 0 0 0 
Grummert, M. 2/0 | 0) | 1-5 0-0 0 {) 0 0 0 () 0) 
Applegate. S. 3/0 0 I ! 0-0 0-0 0 () 0 0 0 0) () 
Tessendorf, R. 4/0 0 i | 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0) 
Anderson, E. 12/12 | 0 | 0-0 0-0 0 0) 0 0 i] 0) 0 
Finister, D, 3/0 0 0 0 0-0 0-0 0 0) 0 () | 0 0 


*Sacks included in Tackles for Lass 
Key- P-punt; PAT-Exira point; FG-Field goal. 


Regular Season Games Played 


(players with no statistics, listed alphabetically, games/starts) 

Eric Anderson 12/12, Travis Antholz 1/0, Matt Baldwin 7/0, Sasho Becvarovski 2/0, Tom Beveridge 5/0, Tim Carpenter 12/10, Jeff Clausen 3/0, Billy 
Diekmann 1/0, Craig Fischer 5/0, Russell Froehlich 2/0, Lonnie Fulton 2/0, Ben Gessford 8/0, Bobby Gill 1/0, Aaron Havlovie 1/0, Kyle Henson 10/0, Josh 
Heskew 12/12, Russ Hochstein 5/0, Matt Hoskinson 12/0, Marcus Johnson 1/0, Adam Julch 9/0, Chad Kobus 1/0, Chace Long 2/0. Matt McGinn 1/0, Jake 
McKee 3/0, Brandon Mooberry 3/0, John Murphy 3/0, Hank Piening 2/0, Fred Pollack 12/12, Ryan Priester 1/0, Chris Saalfeld 2/0, Jason Schwab 10/0, 
Doug Seaman 3/0, James Sherman 11/0, Scott Siebenborn 1/0, Jim Tansey 1/0, Aaron Taylor 12/12. Mike Van Cleve 12/0, Casey Vanderhoef 5/0. Brandt 
Wade 5/0, Troy Watchorn 1/0, Sean Wieting 1/0, Jon Zatechka 12/12, 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record 83 


Nebraska 


Points Scored 
First Downs 
Rushing Attempts 
Rushing Yards 
Passes Attempted 
Passes Completed 
Had Intercepted 
Passing Yards 
Total Plays 

Total Yards 
Possession Time 
Fumbles 

Fumbles Lost 
Turnovers 
Turnover Margin 
Penalties 

Yards Penalized 
Sacks By 


Opponents 


Points Scored 
First Downs 
Rushing Attempts 
Rushing Yards 
Passes Attempted 


‘Statistical Highs and Lows 


High 
77 vs. lowa State 


30 vs. Akron, Central Florida, Missouri 


69 vs. Texas Tech 

473 vs. lowa State 

24 vs. Missouri 

12 vs. Akron. Texas A&M 
2 vs. Missouri 

201 vs. Texas A&M 

85 vs. Missouri, Texas A&M 
644 vs. Akron 

36:35 vs. Texas Tech 

5 vs, Baylor, Texas A&M 

4 vs. Texas A&M 

4 vs. Texas A&M 

+3 vs. Oklahoma, lowa Stale 
9 vs. Washington 

90 vs. Baylor 

6 vs. Texas A&M 


High 

38, Missouri 

20, Missouri. Colorado 
50. Oklahoma 

153. Missouri 

48, Texas A&M 


Low 

27 vs, Washington, Colorado 
20 vs. Colorado 

56 vs. Akron 

350 vs. Colorado 

10 vs. Kansas 

4 vs. Kansas 

0. seven times 

33 vs. Kansas 

72 vs. Colorado 

415 vs. Kansas 

28:57 vs. Akron 

0 vs. Kansas State 

(0), three times 

0 vs. Washington, Kansas 
-2, three times 

0. vs, Texas Tech 

0 vs. Texas Tech 

0 vs. Akron 


Low 

0, Texas Tech, Kansas 
5, Kansas 

23, Texas A&M 

13, Texas A&M 

9. Oklahoma 


Passes Completed 24, Central Florida 3, Oklahoma 

Had Intercepted 2. four times 0, four times 
Passing Yards 362. Colorado 27, Kansas 

Total Plays 72, Towa State 46, Texas Tech 
Total Yards 455. Colorado 48, Kansas 
Possession Time 31:03, Akron 23:25, Texas Tech 
Fumbles 7, Oklahoma 0, five times 
Fumbles Lost 4, Oklahoma 0. six times 
Turnovers 5, lowa State 0, Washington, Texas Tech 
Turnover Margin +2, three limes -3, Oklahoma. lowa State 
Penalties 11. lowa State 2, Missouri 
Yards Penalized 82, Iowa State 10, Missouri 
Sacks By |, four times 0, eight times 
Individual Highs 

Most Rushing Attempts...... we 34; Ahman Green vs. Texas A&M (179 yards) 

Most Net Rushing Yards ... .-. 209; Ahman Green vs. lowa State (15 att.) 

Most Rushing TDs ........ sé .«. 4; Ahman Green vs. Kansas State, Baylor; Scott Frost vs. Missouri 
Longest TD Run.......... «59; Ahman Green ys, Kansas State 

Longest Run, No TD... ... 64; Ahman Green vs. Colorado 

Most Pass Attempts... . 24; Scott Frost vs. Missouri (11 comp.) 

Most Completed Passes... . 12: Scott Frost vs. Texas A&M (18 att.) 

Most Passing Yards wsssccccsssesesserseenes 201; Scott Frost vs. Texas A&M 

Longest TD Pass ..,.cscser 40; Scott Frost to Bobby Newcombe ys. Oklahoma 

Longest Pass, No TD wcssscccessssesseses 31; Scott Frost to Matt Davison vs. Texas A&M 


Most Pass Receptions .. «+ 5; Kenny Cheatham vs. Missouri 

Most Receiving Yards .... «a+ 88: Bobby Newcombe vs. Oklahoma (3 receptions) 

Most TD Receptions ...........:eseeeeeeeeee 1]: five times 

Most Total-Offense Attempts ........... 47; Scott Frost vs. Missouri 

Most Total-Offense Vards ......0:00+ 316; Scott Frost ys. Missouri 

Most All-Purpose Attempts ...........-37: Ahman Green vs, Texas A&M 

Most All-Purpose Yards ........ . 237; Ahman Green ys. Missouri 

Most Touchdowns Scored .... -4; Ahman Green vs. Kansas State, Baylor; Scott Frost vs. Missouri 
Most Field Goals Attempted . .4: Kris Brown vs. Texas A&M 


Most Field Goals Made.......... -4; Kris Brown vs. Texas A&M 

Longest Field Goal ....,...... .46: Kris Brown vs. Colorado 

Most Interceptions ....cccccesseeseeseenns 1; LO mes 

Longest Interception TD Return .....71; Joe Walker vs. Kansas State 

Longest Interception Return, No TD.,.26; Eric Warfield vs. Kansas State, Mike Brown vs. Texas A&M 
Longest Punt Return............. remy 57: Bobby Newcombe ys. Oklahoma 

Longest Kickoff Return ............ -51; Joe Walker vs. Central Florida, Missouri 

Most Kickoff Return Yardage.......... 185; Joe Walker vs. Missouri 
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Nebraska Individual Highs, Continued 


MOSt PUnts .....-.cecceseresssentessseneaesereeoee 5; Jesse Kosch vs. Kansas, Colorado 


Highest Punting Average ...... 
Longest: PUNY sscccscssssvesvoscssnsorsensess 
Most Total Tackles .............sc0s00 
Most Solo Tackles ....:sssrrerecescereee 
Most Tackles for Loss ... 
Most Yards Lost ............ 


- 51.0; Jesse Kosch vs. Texas Tech 
.» 60; Jesse Kosch vs. Texas Tech 
w+ 12; Mike Brown vs. Oklahoma, Jay Foreman vs. Colorado 
.« 9: Grant Wistrom vs. Oklahoma 
«4: Grant Wistrom vs. Oklahoma 
.... 23; Grant Wistrom vs. Oklahoma 


Most Quarterback Sacks ..............2; Grant Wistrom vs. Kansas, Oklahoma: Mike Rucker vs. Colorado 
Most Yards Lost ........sscssseceseseeerseeee 19: Grant Wistrom vs. Kansas 


Opponents' Highs 


Most Yards Rushing... 
Most Yards Passing..... 


»- 88: Seth Littrell, Oklahoma 
»- 362: John Hessler, Colorado 


Most Yards Receiving .........:.ese4. 195; Jerome Pathon, Washington 


Opponents’ Long Plays 


RUSH. ressersetcessssssecssvesneesseessesssssessssseee *O0. Jerod Douglas, Baylor 


PASS. sscscaseiee 
Field Goal... 


Interception return , 


Akron 


Central Florida 


Washington 


Kansas State 


Baylov 
Texas Tech 
Kansas 
Oklahoma 
Missouri 


lowa State 


Colorado 
Texas A&M 


Opponent Long Plays of 25 Yards or More in 199 
Runs {4) 


Opponent 
Akron 


Central Florida 
Washington 


Kansas State 
Baylor 
‘Texas Tech 
Kansas 
Oklahoma 


Missouri 


lowa State 


Colorado 


Texas A&M 


*-indicates touchdowns scored 


*45 Green 
40 Green 
5) London 
none 


*34 Frost 

*30 Frost 

25 Buckhalter 
43 Makovicka 
*25 Green 

27 Frost 

"59 Green 

25 Neweombe 
*S0 Green 

"58. Green 
"30 Green 
none 

38 Makovicka 
*27 Frost 

31 Green 

"37 Makovicka 
"32 Makovicka 


none 
*49 Green 

46 Green 

64 Green 

25 Newcombe 


25 Fret 
"25 Green 


*80 Douglas 
34 Bush 
none 

none 

none 


34 lones 


none 


43 Cherrington 


none 


- 69; James Washington to Lavel Bailey. Akron 
«31; Fred Waczewski, Central Florida 
+» 26: Dante Hall, Texas A&M 

.« 62; Devin West, Missouri 
srseveesesneeseee 40; Shad Criss, Missouri 
seesssseesetsaseess 7. Shane Lechler. Texas ARM 


Nebraska Long Plays of 25 Yards or More in 1997 
Rus (27) 


Passes (21) Returns (20) 

46 London to Davison 32 Wiggins (PR) 
25 Wiguins (KOR) 
28 Swiney (PR) 

30 London to Cheatham 31 Walker (KOR) 

30 Frost to Green 26 Wiggins (KOR) 


33 Frost to S. Jackson 
45 Frost to L. Brown 


39 Frost to Davison 


35 Frost to L. Brown 
37 Frost to §, Jackson 
26 Frost to L. Brown 
none 


*40 Frost to Newcombe 
26 Frost to L. Brown 

36 London to Newcombe 
39 Frost to Green 

33 Frost to Newcombe 
27 Frost to Cheatham 

25 Frost 1o Newcombe 


3) Frost to Cheatham 
26 Frost ta Newcombe 
26 Frost to Lake 

27 Frost to L. Brown 
31 Frost to Davison 


Passes (27) / 

25 Gromek to Whitt 

*69 Washington to Bailey 
25 Cuipepper to Nonsant 
44 Culpepper to Nonsant 
43 Culpepper to Nonsant 
42 Culpepper to Nonsant 
25 Culpepper to Burley 
4| Tuiasosopo to Pathon 
45 Tumsosopo to Pathon 
36 Tuiasosopo to Pathon 
54 Tuiasosopo to Pathon 
3) Tuiasosopo to Coleman 
46 Bishop to Burnett 

42 Bishop to McDonald 


43 Lethndge to Dorris 
none 
40 Moore to Alexander 


34 Jones to Brooks 

28 Jones to Murchison 
36 Jones to Ross 

*34 Jones to Oliva 

35 Bandhauer to Watley 


45 Hessler to McCarty 

45 Hessler to Chiavenni 
*32 Hessler to Stizgers 
*35 Hessler to Cherrington 
63 Stewart to Spiller 

30 Stewan to Cole 


26 Walker (KOR) 


26 Warfield (TR) 
28 Newcombe (PR) 
“71 Walker (TR) 


4S Walker (KOR) 


27 Wiggs (KOR) 
28 Wiggins (KOR) 


57 Newcombe (PR) 


5} Walker (KOR) 
32 Walker (KOR) 


*53 Newcombe (PR) 
41 Wiggins (KOR) 
39 Wiggins (PR) 
none 

40 Newcombe (PR) 
26M. Brown (IR) 


7 


Returns (12) 


3! Pathon (KOR) 
32 Jarzynka (ROR) 


36 Neasman (KOR) 
AG Neasman (KOR) 


none 
34.5, Jackson (KOR) 
26 Lewis (KOR) 

47 Ross (KOR) 

62 West (KOR) 

40 Criss (IR) 


25 Watley (KOR) 
39 Watley (KOR) 
25 Watley (KOR) 
35 Watley (KOR) 
27 Watley (KOR) 
29 Watley (KOR) 
31 Kelly (KOR) 


26 Hall (PR) 
*35 Glenn (FR) 
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Name 
Alexander 
L. Brown 
Buckhalter 
Christo 
Cobb 
Frost 
Green 
Kingston 
Legate 
London 
Makovicka 
Miller 
Newcombe 
Retzlaff 
Runty 
Sims 
Soucie 
Stanislay 
Wiggins 


Team 


Player 
Dan Alexander 


Josh Cobb 
Scott Frost 
Ahman Green 
Ben Kingston 
Billy Legate 
Frankie London 
| Joel Makovicka 
Willie Miller 


Jay Sims 


Nebraska 
Rushing 
A/Yds,/TD 
Akron 56/472/8 
| Central Florida — 65/364/4 
@ Washington 66/384/3 
Kansas State 60/379/6 
(@ Baylor 64/410/7 
Texas Tech 69/400/2 
@ Kansas 65/382/5 
Oklahoma 61/409/8 
| @ Missouri 61/353/5 
Towa State 63/473/9 
(a Colorado 58/350/3 
Texas A&M 67/335/6 
Opponents 
Rushing 
A/Vds/TD 
Akron 41/99/1 
Central Florida = 26/47/2 
(@ Washington 28/43/0 
Kansas State 40/98/3 
(@ Baylor 37/137/2 
Texas Tech 26/17/0 
(@) Kansas 31/21/0 
Oklahoma 50/85/1 
(@, Missouri 46/153/2 
Towa State 34/75/1 
@ Colorado 25/93/0 
Texas A&M 23/13/0 


Akron UCEK 
INJ 0/0/0 
0/0/0 0/0/0 
11/61/2 11/82/2 
INJ DNP 
1/2/0 1/4/0 
11/123/2) 10/52/1 
9/99/2 25/1 13/0 
INJ 1/2/0 
3/14/0 2/12/0 
5/79/0 2/16/1 
7/59/2 11/68/0 
INJ 1/10/0 
7/32/0 1/5/0 
0/0/0 DNP 
1/3/0 DNP 
INJ 0/0/0 
1/0/0 DNP 
DNP DNP 
0/0/¢ 0/0/0 
56/472/8  65/304/4 


Correll Buckhalter 


Bobby Newcombe 


*Indicates touchdown scored, 


Passing 
A-C-1/V/TD 
19-]2-0/172/0 
15-10-0/150/1 
15-8-0/88/0 
14-6-1/94/0 
17-8-0/138/0 
12-5-1/46/1 
10-4-0/33/0 
12-7-0/143/1 
24-11-2/175/1 
12-9-0/121/1 
14-7-0/92/0 
18-12-0/201/0 


Passing 
A-C-1/Yds/TD 
14-8-1/143/1 
35-24-1/318/1 
30-16-0/299/2 
24-8-2/162/1 
19-7-1/66/0 
20-10-0/110/0 
17-6-0/27/0 
9-3-0/69/0) 
20-12-1/233/3 
38-1 1-2/153/1 
36-19-2/362/3 
48-21-2/264/1 


DNP 5/7/0 
1/3/0 0/0/0 
5/34/0 1/2/0 
DNP 0/0/0 
DNP 0/0/0 
18/97/2 17/98/) 
29/129/1 = 20/193/4 
DNP O/0/0 
O/0/0 W/o 
DNP 3/12/0 
12/129/0 7/18/0 
DNP 0/0/0 
0/0/0 1/25/0 
1/-8/0 0/0/0 
DNP DNP 
0/0/0 6/24/1 
DNP DNP 
DNP DNP 
0/0/0 0/0/0 
66/384/3 — 60/379/6 


24 ys. lowa State 

82 vs. Central Florida 
[8 vs. Baylor 

[41 ys. Missouri 
209 ys. lowa State 

2, three times 

I4 ys. Akron, Baylor 
79 vs. Akron 

129 ys, Washington 
22 vs, Oklahoma 

32 vs. Akron 

28 ys. lowa State 
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Total Off. 
Plays/Yds 
75/644 
80/514 
81/472 
74/473 
81/548 
81/446 
75/45 
73/552 
85/528 
75/594 
72/442 
85/536 


Yotal Off. 
Plays/Yds 


61/365 
58/342 
64/260 
§6/203 
46/127 
48/48 

59/154 
66/386 
72/228 
61/455 
T2797 


Baylor 
DNP 
0/0/0 
7/S1/0 
0/0/0 
2/1 8/0 
12/71/1 
20/158/4 
DNP 
/14/0 
9/15/0 
8/57/1 
1/-2/0 
W17/0 
0/0/0 
DNP 
3/11/1 
DNP 
DNP 
0/0/0 
64/410/7 


Season and Career, Most Rushing Yards 


Career 
same 
same 


First Downs 


20/15-5-0 
25/19-6-0 


First Downs 
T/R-Pu-Pe 
11/4-5-2 
14/4-10-0 
14/4-9-] 
16/7-6-3 
12/5-3-4 
6/0-6-0 
4/2-1-1 
11/7-3-1 
20/8-10-2 
14/7-6-1 
20/5-14-1 
13/4-8-1 


Teel KU 
2/20/0 2/8/0 
0/0/0 0/0/0 
4/7/0 0/0/0 
0/0/0 DNP 
0/0/0 DNP 
19/83/0 =21/121/2 
24/178/1  25/123/1 
DNP DNP 
V/8/0 1/7/0 
5/25/0 3/21/0 
9/STI0 10/82/2 
1/4/0 W/O 
0/0/0 0/0/0 
0/0/0 0/0/0 
DNP DNP 
A/18/0 2/9/0 
DNP DNP 
DNP DNP 
0/0/0 0/0/0 
69/400/2 —65/382/5 


1997 Team Game-by-Game Statistics 


Fumbles 


No./ | Ost 


4/1 
4/2 
2/0 
0/0 
5/3 
3/1 
4/0) 
2/I 
2/1 
2/2 
3/2 
5/4 


Fumbles 
No./Lost 


1/0 
2/1 
0/0 
3/1 
2/2 
2/0 
4/\ 
7/4 
0/0 
4/3 
0/0 
0/0 


OU 
4/9/0 
W/9o/t 
9/54/2 
O/0/0 
1/2/0 
§/66/1 
18/105/0 
1/2/0 
0/0/0 
3/20/0 
10/101/3 
A4/22/1 
2/19/0 
0/0/0 
0/0/0 
INJ 
DNP 
DNP 
0/0/0 
61/409/8 


MU 
DNP 
0/0/0 
1/-1/0 
DNP 
DNP 
23/141/4 
30/189/1 
DNP 
0/0/0 
DNP 
7/24/0 
DNP 
0/0/0 
DNP 
DNP 
DNP 
DNP 
DNP 
0/0/0 
61/359/5 


Sacks By/ 


Yards Lost 


0/0 

3/21 
V9 
2/12 
4/36 
4/30) 
4/35 
5/36 
3/38 
3/31 
4/16 
6/38 


Sacks By/ 


Yards Lost 


0/0 
1/5 
0/0 
1/7 
0/0 
L/7 
1/7 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 
0/0 


ISL 
3/24/0 
0/0/0 
5/21/0 
2/17/0 
1/1/0 
8/88/2 
15/209/3 
1/2/0 
2/1 1/0 
10/-2/1 
§/27/| 
1/6/0 
2/31/1 
0/0/0 
1/5/0 
6/28/0 
DNP 
1/5/0 
O/0/0 
63/473/9 


1997 Nebraska Individual Game-by-Game Statistics 


Rushing (Attempts/Yards/Touchdowns) 


CU 
DNP 
0/0/0 
DNP 
DNP 
DNP 
14/76/1 
29/202/2 
DNP 
0/0/0 
DNP 
12/46/0 
DNP 
0/0/0 
0/0/0 
DNP 
3/26/0 
DNP 
DNP 
0/0/0 
§8/350/3 


A&M 
DNP 
0/0/0 
0/0/0 
DNP 
DNP 
15/79/2 
34/179/3 
DNP 
2/8/0 
2/12/1 
T/AT/0 
1/-2/0 
2/27/0 
0/0/0 
DNP 
3/9/0 
DNP 
DNP 
1/6/0 
67/335/6 


Season and Career, Longest Run 
at 


18 vs. CSU, 1996, Baylor, 1997 


same 


214 vs. Iowa State, 1996 
6 vs. Kansas State, 1996 


same 
same 
same 
same 
same 


98 vs. Oklahoma, 1996 


1997 


18 vs. Texas Tech 

25 vs. Washington 

16 vs. Baylor 

"34 vs. Washington 
64 vs, Colorado 

2. three mes 

14 vs. Baylor 

31 vs, Akron 

43 vs. Washington 

IL vs. Kansas 


25 vs. KSU. Texas A&M 


16 vs. Colorado 


same 
same 
same 
same 


70 vs. Missouri, 1996 
6 vs. Kansas State, 1996 


same 
same 
same 
same 
same 


80 vs, Michigan St,,1995 


| 


Passing Game-by-Game 


| (Attempts-Completions-Interceptions/Yards/Touchdowns) 


Vame Frost London Newcombe 

Akron 13-7-0/67/0 5-4-0-/90/0 1-1-0/15/0 

Central Florida 14-9-0/120/1 1-1-0/30/0 0-0-0/0/0 

@ Washington 15-8-0/88/0 DNP 0-0-0/0/0 

Kansas State 13-6-1/94/0 1-0-0 0-0-0/0/0 

@ Baylor 8-5-0/103/0 9-3-0/35/0 0-0-0/0/0 

Texas Tech 12-5-1/46/1 0-0-0/0/0 0-0-0/0/0 

(@ Kansas 9-4-0/33/0 1-0-0/0/0 0-0-0/0/0 

Oklahoma 10-6-0/107/1 2-1-0/36/0 0-0-0/0/0 

@ Missouri 24-11-2/175/1 DNP 0-0-0/0/0 

lowa State 9-8-0/11 1/1 3-1-/0/10/0 0-0-0/0/0 

(@Colorado 14-7-0/92/0 DNP 0-0-0/0/0 

Texas A&M 18-12-0/201/0 0-0-0/0/0/0 0-0-0/0/0 

Season and Career, Most Passing Yards Season and Career, Longest Pass 
Player 1997 Career 1997 Career 

Scott Frost 201 vs. Texas A&M 254 vs. Kansas, 1996 51 vs. Texas A&M 51. twice 
Frankie London 90 vs. Akron same 46 vs. Akron same 

Bobby Newcombe 15 vs. Akron same 15 vs. Akron same 
Receiving (Receptions/Yards/Touchdowns) 

Name Akron  UCF Wash. KSU Baylor TTech KU ou MU ISU CU A&M 
Applegate = 1/9/0 DNP DNP 0/0/0 DNP 0/0/0 DNP 0/0/0 DNP 0/0/0 DNP DNP 
L. Brown = 0/0/0 1/8/0 2/38/0 0/0/0 2/59/0 2/31/0 = 2/22/0 1/26/0 = 0/0/0 1/15/0 0/0/0 = -1/27/0 
Buckhalter 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/7/0 1/-2/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 11/0 DNP  0/0/0 
Carpenter  0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 O/0/0 
Cheatham INJ 2/36/0 1/7/0 1/9/0 1/17/0 0/0/0 INJ 0/0/0 5/54/0 2/26/0 2/42/0 DNP 
Davison 3/64/0 0/0/0 W14/0—-1/39/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 2/25/1 0/0/0 1/22/0 3/68/0 
DeBates 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0  ~=-1/7/0 
Gibson 2/18/0 INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ IN] INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ 
Green 0/0/0 2/30/0 1/-2/0 0/0/0 1/6/0 1/-3/0 1/6/0 1/12/0 =2/48/0 0/0/0 1/-8/0 = 3/16/0 
Haafke 1/15/0 0/0/0 DNP 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 DNP 0/0/0 DNP 0/0/0 
S. Jackson 1/17/0 3/61/1 0/0/0 1/9/0 1/37/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/18/0—-1/15/0 3/32/1 0/0/0 = 0/0/0 
V. Jackson 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/23/0 1/12/0 1/15/0 = 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/22/0 0/0/0 ~—-0/0/0 
Lake 1/9/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/6/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/-1/0 = 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 = 1/26/0 
Legate 1/15/0 1/3/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 = 0/0/0 
Makovicka 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/3/1 1/5/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/21/0 2/31/0 
Neweombe 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/1/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 3/88/1 1/33/0 1/25/0 0/0/0 = -1/26/0 
Sims INJ 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/16/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 INJ DNP 0/0/0 0/0/0  0/0/0 
Wieting 0/0/0 INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ INJ 
Wiggins 2/25/60 1/12/0 2/24/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 0/0/0 1/15/0 O/0/0 
Team 12/172/0 10/150/1 8/88/0 6/94/0 8/138/0 5/46/1 = 4/33/0 7/143/1 11/175/1 9/121/1 =7/92/0 =—:12/201/0 


Season and Career, Most Receiving Yards Season and Career, Longest Catch 


Player 1997 Career 1997 Career 

Sean Applegate 9 vs. Akron same 9 ys. Akron same 

Lance Brown 59 ys. Baylor same 35 vs. Baylor, Wash. *41 vs. Oklahoma, 1996 
Correll Buckhalter 7 vs. Washington same 7 ys. Washington same 

Tim Carpenter none 15 vs. Pacific. 1995 none 15 vs. Pacific, 1995 
Kenny Cheatham 54 vs. Missouri same 3) vs. Colorado 34 ys. Kansas. 1996 
Matt Dayison 64 vs, Akron same 51 ys. Texas A&M same 

T. J. DeBates 7 vs, Texas A&M same 7 vs. Texas A&M same 

John Gibson 18 vs. Akron same 18 vs. Akron same 

Ahman Green 48 vs. Missouri same 39 vs. Missouri same 

Billy Haafke 15 ys. Akron same 15 vs, Akron same 

Vershan Jackson 23 vs. Kansas State 65 ys. Kansas, 1996 23 ys. Kansas State 41 vs. Kansas, 1996 
Sheldon Jackson 61 ys. Central Florida same 37 ys. Baylor same 

Jeff Lake 26 vs. Texas A&M 58 vs. Oklahoma, 1996 26 vs. Texas A&M *51 ys, Oklahoma, 1996 
Billy Legate 15 vs, Akron same 15 vs. Akron same 

Joel Makovicka 31 vs. Texas A&M same 21 vs. Colorado same 

Bobby Newcombe 88 vs. Oklahoma same *40 vs. Oklahoma same 

Jay Sims 16 vs, Kansas State same 16 vs. Kansas State same 

Shevin Wiggins 25 vs. Akron 30 vs. Kansas, 1996 21 vs. Washington same 


*Indicates touchdown scored. 


Average Starting Field Position 


Drives: Started ..visssessorennecsssvevosanvnssosoverivevevedeveevendseieneoneb vias iabababebeessoses 
Times Started Inside Own 20... 
Cumulative Starting Yardlines ... 

Average Starting Field Position ........cssssessssessssesseesees 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record 


Quarterback Drive Efficiency 
Drives Drives Ended By... 

Quarterback Started Scores TDs FGs FGA Efficiency 

Frost 137 80 63, 1% 20 584 

London 20 7 6 | | .350 

Christo § 2 2 0 0 400 

Newcombe i} 0 0 0 0 000 

Runty 2 0 0 0 0 000 

Team 165 89 71 048 21 539 

inside the 20 

Times Penetrated Opponent 26) .........ccssseessseseensesssssrseanseceereens 

Total Scores s.ccccsssesceseereeneeees 

Fetch QOWIs: svvvssssssssesvsassossaossssnsccssscscpeacasesesuvnuvnaseegeusestertongnesassnne bree 

FICE THOM: sesssccscnsrresoscerresontscootossvereacsenpsssnezecssevesererestennscnnsnpensnssyegias 

Missed Field Goals 

TUPTOVETS -ncccseseeeee 

Lost on Downs ...... 

End of Half/Game.... 

Scoring Percentage ..,.....+ isbhabadxevees bbdhaesWWestieddebpnoinnnsacadpesnanacssscssoapued’ : 

Tackles (Solos-Assists-Total) 

Name Akron UCF Wash. KSU Baylor JTTech KU OU MU Tsu cu 
Allen 1-0-1 DNP. DNP 0-0-0 0-0-0 DNP Q-1-1 0-0-0 DNP 0-0-0 DNP 
J. Anderson 0-0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0 0-0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0 DNP 1-1-2 DNP 
Applegate 0-0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0 DNP 0-0-0 DNP (-1-] DNP 0-0-0 DNP 
Baker 0-0-0 DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP 0-1-1 DNP Q-1-1 DNP 
Benes INJ DNP DNP 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 O-1-1 DNP 
Kk, Brown 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 1-0-1 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 Q-1-1 0-0-0 
L. Brown 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-1-1 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 
M. Brown 3-2-5 8-1-9 4-1-5 2-3-5 [|-2-3 5-4-9 1-2-3 2-10-12 2-6-8 3-3-6 2-2-4 
R. Brown = 3-0-3 |-1-2 1-1-2 1-0-1 0-0-0 1-0-1 2-0-2 2-()-2 3-2-5 0-2-2 2-4-6 
Buettenback 2-0-2 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 DN 0-1-1 0-0-0 D 0)-2-2 DNP 
Drum (-1-1 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-1-1 0-0-0 DNP INJ DNP 
Ebke 1-0-1 DNP DN DN DNP DNP DNP 0-0-0 DNP 0-3-3 DNP 
Finley INJ INJ INJ 1-2-3 1-0-1 0-0-0 0-1-1 0-2-2 0-1-1 ()-2-2 0)-L-1 
E. Fischer = 0-0-0) DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP DN DNP 0-1-1 DNP 
Foreman 1-4-5 2-3-5 5-4-9 1-4-5 0-1-1 0-3-3 2-5-7 ()-2-2 2-6-8 ()-3-3 3-9-12 
Gates 0-0-0 DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP 0-0-0 DNP 0-1-1 DNP 
Green 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 Q-1-1 0-0-0 
Grummert 1|-()-1 DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP 0-0-0 DNP 0-0-0 DNP 
Harrison 0-0-0 0-0-0 1-0-1 1-1-2 2-0-2 1-0-1 0-0-0 0-1-1 INJ 1-1-2 DNP 
Hogrefe 0-0-0 DNP DNP 1-0-1 DNP DNP DNP 0-1-1 DNP 0-1-1 DNP 
J. Jackson 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 1-0-1] 0-1-1 DNP 0-0-0 0-1-1 0-0-0 }-2-3 DNP 
E£. Johnson ()-2-2 0-0-0 1-0-1 2-5-7 3-3-6 0-1-1 4-3-7 2-3-5 1-5-6 3-6-9 [-2-3 
Kaiser 0-1-1 DNP DNP 0-0-0 0-1-1 DNP DNP 0-0-0 DNP 0-3-3 DNP. 
Kelsay 1-3-4 1-3-4 3-1-4 0-3-3 2-1-3 0-0-0 1-3-4 1-0-1 1-3-4 |-2-3 0-1-1 
Kohl 1-0-1 0-0-0 DNP 0-1-1 DNP 0-0-0 DNP 0-1-1 DNP 0-0-0 DNP 
Legate 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-1-1 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-1-1 0-1-1 j-0-1 0-1-1 0-0-0 
List 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0 1-0-1 DNP 0-1-1 DNP 
McFarlin 0-3-3 1-4-5 3-4-7 0-0-0 1-1-2 2-4-6 ()-2-2 2-7-9 3-5-8 0-3-3 2-2-4 
McGraw 1-0-1 DNP DN DN DNP DNP DN DNP DNP 0-1-1 DNP 
Ortiz [-[-2 0-1-1] 1-1-2 Q-1-1 3-2-5 1-0-1 0-3-3 2-3-5 ()-2-2 1-4-5 0-3-3 
Peter 1-5-6 3-2-5 1-4-5 1-3-4 2-0-2 3-3-6 2-3-5 3-4-7 2-6-8 0-5-5 3-2-5 
Peterson 1-0-] 6-0-6 0-0-0 [-1-2 INJ 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 DN 
Polk 1-4-5 Q-1-1 1-1-2 0-1-1 1-3-4 1-1-2 1-0-1 1-5-6 0-0-0 1-2-3 0-3-3 
Quindt 0-0-0 0-0-0 DN 0-0-0 Q-1-1 DN DN 0-1-1 DNP 1-0-1 DNP 
Raymond = ()-1-1 DNP DNP 0-0-0 DN 0-0-0 DNP 0-0-0 DNP 0-1-1 DNP 
Reynolds — 0-0-0) DNP. DNP 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 DNP Q)-1-1 DNP 0-0-0 DNP 
Rucker 1-0-1 2-2-4 3-1-4 1-2-3 1-2-3 1-2-3 0-1-1 |-2-3 2-4-6 1-1-2 3-2-5 
| Ryan 0-1-1 DNP DNP DN DN DN DNP 0-0-0 DNP 0-0-0 DNP 
Shaw 0-1-1 2-2-4 }-2-3 2-3-5 2-0-2 0-0-0 1-0-1 [-1-2 1-2-3 0-4-4 O-1-1 
Sims INJ 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 1-0-1 0-0-0 INJ DNP 0-0-0 0-0-0 
Swiney 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 3-1-4 2-0-2 0-1-1 0-0-0 0-0-0 1-2-3 0-3-3 3-4-7 
Tessendorf 0-0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0 DNP DNP DNP 0-1-1 DNP 0-0-0 DNP 
Toline 1-0-1 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-3-3 0-0-0 }-|-2 0-1-1 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 
Tuttle 0-1-1 DNP DNP DN DNP DNP DNP 0-0-0 DNP 0-0-0 DNP 
VandenBosch 0-0-0 0-0-0 0-0-0 2-()-2 3-1-4 1-0-1 0-1-1 0-4-4 1-1-2 1-4-5 0-0-0 
Walker 2-1-3 1-()-1 1-1-2 0-1-1 3-1-4 0-1-1 0-0-0 ()-3-3 2-3-5 2-0-2 1-0-1 
Walther 0-0-0 DNP DNP 0-0-0 DN DNP DNP 0-0-0 DN 1-1-2 DNP 
Warfield 0-3-3 3-2-5 1-2-3 3-3-6 1-1-2 2-3-5 2-2-4 ()-3-3 3-3-6 2-3-5 2-3-5 
Warren 0-2-2 1-0-1 0-0-0 0-0-0 ()-2-2 0-1-1 ]-3-4 0-0-0 ()-2-2 0-0-0 0-0-0 
Wills 0-1-1 0-1-1 DNP }-0-1 0-0-0 0-1-1 DNP DN DN DNP DNP 
Wiltz 2-0-2 2-2-4 0-1-1 Q-1-] 1-0-1] 2-4-6 DNP 0-2-2 5-1-6 0-3-3 2-4-6 
Wistrom 2-1-3 1-2-3 3-1-4 2-3-5 1-1-2 3-0-3 3-2-5 9-1-10 1-5-6 ()-2-2 2-4-6 
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The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl...NU's NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Game 


Quarterback Sacks (Number/Yards) 


Name Akron UCE Wash. KSU Baylor TTech KU OU MU ISU cu A&M 
Foreman 0/0 5/3 1/3 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 
Johnson 0/0 0/0 1/4 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/7 1/8 0/0 0/0 
Kelsay 0/0 0/0 1/7 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/13 0/0 1/9 
MeFarlin 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/5 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 
Ortiz 0/0 0/0 0/0 5/2 1/7 0/0 0/0 1/9 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/6 
Peter 0/0 1.5/9 0/0 5/2 0/0 1/5 1/10 1/4 0/0 0/0 1/5 1/5 
Polk 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/18 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 
Rucker 0/0 0/0 1/5 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/13 15/11 1/10 2/11 1/6 
Shaw 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/10 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 
Vanden Bosch 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/4 
Walker 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/10 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/8 
Warren 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/6 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 
Wills 0/0 0/0 DNP 1/8 0/0 0/0 DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP 0/0 
Wiltz 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/9 1/2 DNP 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 
Wistrom 0/0 1/9 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 2/19 2/10 2.5/20 0/0 1/0 0/0 
| Totals 0/0 3/21 4/19 2/12 4/36 4/30 4/35 5/36 5/38 3/31 4/16 6/38 


Tackles for Loss (Number-Yards) 


Name Akron UCF Wash, KSU Baylor Tech KU OU MU ISU CU A&M 
M. Brown 0/0 1/2 0/0 1/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/2 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/2 
R. Brown = 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/1 0/0 0/0 1/4 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 
Foreman 0/0 1/3 1/3 2/3 0/0 0/0 W/1 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 
Grummert 1/5 DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP 0/0 DNP 0/0 DNP DNP 
Harrison 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/2 0/0 0/0 0/0 INJ 0/0 DNP 0/0 
Johnson 0/0 0/0 1/4 1/1 I/1 0/0 0/0 0/0 2/10 2/13 0/0 0/0 
Kelsay 0/0 1/1 1/7 0/0 1/2 0/0 1/3 1/5 0/0 1/13 0/0 1/9 
MeFarlin 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/5 1/5 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/1 1/3 0/0 
Ortiz 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/2 2/8 0/0 1/1 1/9 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/6 
Peter 1/1 3/11 0/0 2/11 1/5 2/8 2/10 1/4 0/0 1/1 1/5 1/5 
Polk 0/0 0/0 2/3 0/0 0/0 2/19 0/0 1/1 0/0 1/1 0/0 0/0 
Rucker 0/0 1/1 2/6 2/4 0/0 2/6 0/0 1/13 3/14 1/10 3/13 1/6 
Shaw 0/0 1/4 0/0 2/16 1/10 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/2 0/0 0/0 

| Toline 1/4 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/1 1/1 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/C 
VandenBosch 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/2 0/0 1/4 
Walker 0/0 0/0 1/1 0/0 1/10 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/8 
Warfield 0/0 0/0 0/0 /0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/1 0/0 0/0 
Warren 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 1/6 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 
Wills 0/0 0/0 DNP 1/8 0/0 0/0 DNP DNP DNP DNP DNP 0/0 
Wiltz 0/0 3/4 0/0 0/0 1/9 1/2 DNP 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 0/0 
Wistrom = 1/1 1/9 0/0 2/4 0/0 2/3 3/19 4/23 3/17 0/0 1/0 0/0 
Totals 4/11 9/37 7/24 12/50 10/52 9/43 9/45 10/56 6/41 10/44 6/21 7/40 


Sophomore rover Mike Brows led the Huskers with 77 tackles and Junior rush end Mike Rucker was second on the squad with 7.5 sacks 
tied for the team lead with two interceptions. and has had at least one in each of the past five games. 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record 


Final 1997 Big 12 Standings 
North Division Conference Overall 
Team Ww L Pet. PF-PA Ww L Pet. PF-PA Bowl Natl. Rank 
Nebraska 8 0 1.000 387-127 12 0 1.000 565-197 Orange ys. Tennessee 2 
Kansas State x4 1 875 255-132 10 ] 909 383-159 Fiesta vs. Syracuse 10 
Missouri 5 3 625 272-256 7 4 636 368-332 Holiday vs. Colorado State 19 
Colorado 3 5 375 246-228 5 6 455 300-295 
Kansas 3 5 375 129-235 5 6 455 177-279 
lowa State ! 7 125 155-321 1 10 09] 210-493 
South Division Conference Overall 
Team Ww L Pet. PF-PA WwW L Pct. PF-PA Bowl Natl. Rank 
Texas A&M 6 2 750 246-137 9 3 .750 244-207 Cotton ys. UCLA 20 
Texas Tech 35 3 625 142-121 6 5 345 245-217 
Oklahoma State 5 3 625 228-204 8 3 727 332-200 Alamo vs. Purdue 24 
Texas 2 6 .250 194-255 4 7 364 283-366 
Oklahoma 2 6 250 125-267 4 8 333 232-379 
Baylor ! 7 125 146-257 2 9 182 200-375 
Big 12 Championship Game: Nebraska 54, Texas A&M 15 
Final 1997 Big 12 Individual Statistics 
(NCAA rankings in parenthesis), Includes conference leader and Nebraska individual and team stats. 
Rushing 
Name G Att. Yds. Avg. TD. Yds.PG 
1, Ricky Williams, Texas (1) 11 279 1893 6.8 25 172.09 
2. Ahman Green, NU (2) 12 278 1877 = 6.8 22 156.42 
5. Scott Frost, NU (37) 12 176 1095 6.2 19 91.25 
Passing Efficiency 
Cmp. Vds./ Ratings 
Name G Att. Cmp Pet. Int. Yds. Att. TD Points 
|. Tony Lindsay, Okla St. 1 123 76 61.79 5 1172 9.53 9 157.8 
5. Scott Frost, NU 12 159 88 53.35 4 1237 7.78 5 126.0 
Total Offense 
Rush Pass Total Offense 
Name G Att, Yds. Att. Yds. Plays Yds. Yds.PG 
1, John Hessler, Colorado (25) 11 75 188 338 2478 413 2666 242.36 
3. Scott Frost, NU (44) 12 176 1095 159 1237 335 2332 194.33 
| 10. Ahman Green, NU 12 278 1877 0 0 0 1877 156.42 
| 
Receptions Per Game 
Name G CT Yds. TD Ct. PG Kickoff Returns 
1. Tyrone Watley, ISU 11 50 827 g 4.55 Name (min. 1.2 ret. per game) G No. Yds. TD Avg. 
1, Ben Kelly, Colorado (2) Th “oy 777 | 31.08 
Receiving Yards Per Game 2. Joe Walker, NU (17) 12 15 389 O 25.93 
Name G CT Yds. TD = Yds. PG 
1. Tyrone Watley, ISU (44) li 50 827 8 75.18 Field Goals 
Name G FGA FG. Pct. FG Pg. 
Interceptions Per Game |. Martin Gramatica. KSU (3) 1) 20 19 950 1.73 
Name G Int. Yds. TD Int. PG 2. Kris Brown, NU (7) 12 21 18 857 1.50 
lL. Kevin Williams, Okla St (44) 11 6 107 ! 55 
Scoring 
Punting Name G TD XP FG” PTS PPG. 
Name: (iin. 46 pants per game) Nos Vlas. “Avg: L.Ricky Williams, Texas (1) (u,F5" Z. 152 13.82 
1, Shane Lechler, Texas A&M (3) 12 56 2631 46.98 2. Ahman Green, NU (6) 1222 0 90 132 11,00 
Jesse Kosch, NU * Il 30 1179 39.30 3. Kris Brown, NU (13) 12 0 62 18 1160 9.67 
* — docs not meet minimum 4. Scott Frost, NU (17) 12 19 0 0 114 9.50 
Punt Returns All-Purpose 
Name (min. 1.2 ret. per game) G No. Yds. TD Avg. Name ; ; G Rush REC PR KOR YDS Yds.. PG 
1, R.W. MeQuarters, Okla St. (2) 11 32 52] | 16.28 1. Ricky Williams, Texas (1)11 1893 150 0 2043 185.73 
5. Sheyin Wiggins, NU (28) 12. #19 270 (0 11.58 2. Ahman Green, NU (9) 12 1877 105 0 0 1982 165.17 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl...NU 's NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bow! Game 


Final 1997 Big 12 Team Statistics 


Rushing Offense Net Punting 
Name G Att. Yds. Avg. TD Yds.PG Name Punts Avg. Ret Ret.Yds Net Avg. 
1. Nebraska (1) 12 755 4711 6.2 66 392.6 I. Texas A&M (3) 56 47.0 28 316 41.3 

9. Nebraska (74) 33 37:5 12 75 35.2 
Passing Offense 

Yds./ Rushing Defense 

Name G Att. Comp. Int. Pet. Yds. Att. TD Yds.PG Name G Att. Yds. Avg. TD Yds.PG 
1. Colorado (35) 11352 188 16 53.4 2556 7.3 14 232.4 1. Nebraska (3) 12 407 881 2.2 12 73.4 


12. Nebraska (104)12 182 99 5 54.4 1453 8.0 5 121.1 
Passing Defense 


Total Offense Name Att. Cmp. Yds. TD INT Points 
Name G_ Plays Yds. Avg. = TD Yds.PG 1. Kansas St. (5) 239 99 1396 4 5 91.8 
1. Nebraska (1) 12 937 6164 6.6 71 513.67 4. Nebraska (32) 310 145 2207 13 12 112.7 
| Scoring Offense Total Defense 
Name G Pts Avg Name G Plays Yds. Avg. TD Yds.PG 
| 1. Nebraska (1) 12 565 47.1 1. Kansas State (4) 11 702 2825 4.0 17 256.8 
2. Nebraska (5) 12 717 3088 4.3 25 257.3 
Punt Returns . 
Name Games No. Yds TD Avg. Scoring Defense 
1. Oklahoma St.(2) 11 32 521 l 16.3 Name G Pts Avg 
3. Nebraska (19) 12 51 601 1 11.8 I. Kansas St. (6) 11 159 14.5 
2. Nebraska (12) 12 197 16.4 
Kickoff Returns : 
Name Games No. Yds TD Avg. Turnover Margin ; 
1. Colorado (2) 1! 36 958 l 26.6 Gained Lost Margin 
3. Nebraska (7) 12 29 706 0 24.3 Name Fum Int. Total Fum_ Int Total /Game 
1. Texas A&M(3) 22 11 33 11 4 15 +1.50 
5. Nebraska (48) 12 12 24 17 4 21 +0.25 


Shevin Wiggins ranked fifth in the Big 12 in punt returns this season, Tight end Tim Carpenter's blocking helped Nebraska average a nation- 
averaging 11.58 yards per return. leading 392.6 yards per game, more than 129 yards better than Big 12 
runner-up Missouri. 


Huskers Post 254 Wins in 25 Years and an unprecedented 59-3 Five-Year Record (| 


Individual Game Records 


(35 Bowls...1941 Rose Bowl through 1996 Fiesta Bowl) 

Rushing yards--199:; Tommie Frazier, 1996 Fiesta Bowl 

Passes attempted--34; Bob Churchich, 1967 Sugar Bowl 

Passes completed--21; Bob Churchich, 1967 Sugar Bowl 

Completion percentage--.846: Tom Sorley (11-13), 1977 Liberty Bow! 
Passing yards—230; Bob Churchich, 1966 Orange Bowl 

Touchdown passes—3; Bob Churchich, 1966 Orange Bowl; Craig Sundberg, 
1985 Sugar Bowl 

Touchdowns--4; Johnny Rodgers, 1973 Orange Bowl 

Longest touchdown run--75; Tommie Frazier, 1996 Fiesta Bowl 
Longest touchdown pass--52; Johnny Rodgers to Frosty Anderson, 
1973 Orange Bowl: Jeff Quinn to Tim MeCrady, 1980 Sun Bowl 

Pass receptions--6; Tom Penney, 1967 Sugar Bowl; Bobby Thomas, 
1975 Fiesta Bowl 

Pass reception yards--138: Johnny Mitchell, 1991 Citrus Bowl 

Pass reception touchdowns—2; Tony Jeter, 1966 Orange Bowl: Todd 
Frain, 1985 Sugar Bow! 

Longest pass play, no TD--56: Jerry Tagge to Johnny Rodgers, 1972 
Orange Bow! 

Longest punt return—77; Johnny Rodgers, 1972 Orange Bowl 
Longest kickoff return--92: Willie Ross, 1962 Gotham Bow! 

Field goals--4; Paul Rodgers, 1969 Sun Bowl 

Longest field goal—50; Paul Rogers, 1969 Sun Bowl; Greg Barrios, 1989 
Orange Bow! 

PAT kicks--5; Kris Brown, 1996 Fiesta Bow! 

Points scored--24; Johnny Rodgers, 1973 Orange Bowl 

Most Individual Passes Broken Up--3. Barron Miles, 1995 Orange 
Bowl vs. Miami; Tyrone Williams, 1994 Orange Bow! vs. Florida State; 
Michael Booker, 1996 Fiesta Bow! vs. Florida 


Team Offensive Highs and Lows 
First downs—30; 1973 Orange Bowl 
Fewest—-6; 1955 Orange Bowl 
Rushing yards--524; 1996 Fiesta Bowl 
Fewest—58; 1941 Rose Bowl 
Passes attempted--38; 1967 Sugar Bowl 
Fewest--9; 1955 Orange Bowl: 1964 Orange Bowl 
Passes completed--22; 1967 Sugar Bowl 
Fewest--]; 1955 Orange Bowl 
Completion Percentage--.824: (14-17), 1977 Liberty Bow] 
Lowest--.1 11: (1-9), 1955 Orange Bow! 
Passes had intercepted--5: 1967 Sugar Bow] 
Passing yards--260: 1973 Orange Bowl 
Fewest—16; 1974 Sugar Bow! 
Total offense yards--629; 1996 Fiesta Bowl 
Fewest--] 10; 1955 Orange Bowl 
Touchdowns rushing--6; 1996 Fiesta Bowl 
Touchdowns passing--3: 1966 Orange Bow]. 1985 Sugar Bow] 
Touchdowns--8; 1996 Fiesta Bowl 
Points scored--62; 1996 Fiesta Bowl 
Fewest--0; 1992 Orange Bowl 


Team Defensive Lows and Highs 
First downs--!0; 1987 Sugar Bow! 
Most--34; 1962 Gotham Bow! 
Rushing yards--Minus 28; 1996 Fiesta Bow! 
Most--292; 1979 Orange Bowl 
Passes attempted--13:; 1941 Rose Bowl: 1955 Orange Bowl; 1972 Orange 
Bowl: 1977 Liberty Bowl 
Most--51; 1988 Fiesta Bowl 
Passes completed--2; 1979 Orange Bow] 


Nebraska's Bowl Game Records 


Most--28: 1988 Fiesta Bowl 
Completion percentage—.231: (3-13), 1972 Orange Bowl 
Highest--.695: (16-23). 1991 Citrus Bowl 
Passes intercepted--6; 1969 Sun Bowl 
Passing yards--47; 1972 Orange Bowl: 1979 Orange Bowl 
Most--422: 1990 Fiesta Bowl 
Total offense yards--176; 1965 Cotton Bow! 
Most--518: 1966 Orange Bowl 
Touchdowns--0); 1974 Cotton Bowl 
Most--6; 1990 Fiesta Bowl: 199] Citrus Bowl 
Points scored--3; 1974 Cotton Bow] 
Most--45; 1991 Citrus Bowl 


Combined Team 


Offensive Highs and Lows 
First downs--47; 1984 Orange Bowl; 1996 Orange Bowl 
Low--22: 1965 Cotton Bowl 
Rushing yards--509: 1979 Orange Bowl 
Low--145; 1965 Cotton Bowl 
Passes attempted--70; 1969 Sun Bowl; 1989 Orange Bow! 
Low--22; 1955 Orange Bowl 
Passes completed--40; 1990 Fiesta Bow! 
Low--7; 1974 Sugar Bowl 
Completion percentage--.677; (21-31), 1977 Liberty Bowl 
Low--.292; (7-24). 1974 Sugar Bowl 
Pass interceptions--8; 1969 Sun Bowl; 1985 Sugar Bowl 
Low--0; 1976 Astro-Bluebonnet Bow! 
Passing yards--629; 1990 Fiesta Bowl 
Low--108; 1955 Orange Bowl 
Total offense yards--908; 1984 Orange Bowl 
Low--344; 1965 Cotton Bowl 
Touchdowns-—1 1; 1996 Fiesta Bowl 
Low--2; live times, most-recently 1992 Orange Bow! 
Points scored--86; 1996 Fiesta Bow! 
Low--17; 1965 Cotton Bowl 


NCAA Bowl Records Held by Nebraska 


Individual 

Most Individual Net Rushing Yards by a Quarterback--199 (16 ait.), 
Tommie Frazier, 1996 Fiesta Bow! vs. Florida 

Most Individual Passes Broken Up--3, Barron Miles, 1995 Orange 
Bowl vs. Miami: Tyrone Williams, 1994 Orange Bowl vs. Florida State; 
Michael Booker, 1996 Fiesta Bowl vs. Florida 

Most Individual Punt Return Yards--136 (6 returns), Johnny Rodgers, 
1972 Orange Bowl vs. Alabama 

Most Team Net Rushing Yards--524 (68 att.). 1996 Fiesta Bowl ys. 
Florida 

Most Team Points Scored Each Quarter--Second quarter, 29 points, 
1996 Fiesta Bowl ys. Florida 

Most Team Punt Return Yards--136 (6 returns), Johnny Rodgers, 
1972 Orange Bowl vs. Alabama 


Huskers Own 29-Year Bowl String 


When Alabama did not receive a bow] bid at the end of the 1984 season, 
Nebraska took over the NCAA record for the longest current string of | 
consecutive bowl apearances from the Crimson Tide. Alabama had 
appeared in 25-straight bowl games dating back to the inaugural Liberty 
Bowl at Philadelphia in 1959, but did not receive a bid in 1984. The 
Huskers, first under Bob Devaney. then Tom Osborne, have appeared in 
a bowl game in 29 consecutive seasons. starting with a 45-6 win over 
Georgia in 1969 Sun Bowl. The 29 consecutive bowls isan NCAA record. 


The 1998 FedEx Orange Bowl...NU's NCAA-Record 29th Consecutive Bowl Game 
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Joel Makovicka * FB Lance Brown ° WB 


/997 First-Team Academic All-American * Honorable-Mention All-Big 12. GTE/CoSIDA Academic All-District VII 


| Notre Dame uu... 38 
ONG AS CARE ideviscasadiscebssenczass 30 
bE: DEO One 27 
POM SEAS <ciceccsaceastvactesstin 24 
*46 Under Coach Osborne 


| | 
All-Time, University Division, Football 


Chad Kelsay * RE 


/997 Second-Team Academic All-American ¢ Third-Team All-Big 12 


Brian Shaw ° SLB Kris Brown ° PK Jeff Lake ° SE 
First-Team Academic All-Big 12 ~ 4.00 GPA First-Team Academic All-Big 12 First-Team Academic All-Big /2 
School Record 16 Consecutive Field Goals 


Coach Tom Oshorne 
1973 - 1997 


254 Wins in 25 Years 
25 Consecutive Bowl Games 


